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We all understand that infant com-
munication is very important because 
it is how babies let parents, and other 
caregivers, know what they need. 

• “It is important to respond consis-
tently to a baby’s cues (crying, fussing, 
facial expressions and sounds) to help 
build a connection. Your responses may 

include feeding, a diaper 
change, swaddling, 
smiling, talking or 
simply picking up your 
child.”

• “The foundation for 
success in school and 
throughout life is creat-
ed in infancy through 
supportive, responsive 
interactions with par-
ents and caregivers.”

• “While the earliest 
forms of communication 
allow your child to ex-
press his needs, they are 
also the foundation for 

relationship development with parents 
and caregivers.”

WHAT PARENTS/CAREGIVERS CAN DO
• “Right from birth, talk and read to 

your child. This helps her to connect 
with you and gets her started on the path 
to learning language.

• Before your baby can talk, play sound 
games with her. If she babbles, babble 
back!

• If you think your child is trying to 
say a real word, say it for him, and see if 
she agrees that you’ve said the right one. 
“Young children know what words mean 
before they can say them.

• If he says “wabbit,” don’t criticize 
him. Just say the word correctly, “Yes 
that is a rabbit.”

• Read, read, read to your child. Read 
every day to your child. Reading and 
talking are the keys to helping your child 
develop the pre-literacy skills he needs to 
be successful in school.

• Education is a wonderful path out 
of poverty. Getting a good education 
requires that parents talk and read with 
their babies and toddlers regularly. 
Reading every day is the goal. A good 
education is the road to a good job.

• “Help your child to hear and say the 
sounds of language by reading books 
together, singing songs and learning 
nursery rhymes.” Babies and toddlers 
love “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” and 
“Five Little Monkeys.” Do finger plays 
with rhymes like “The Itsy Bitsy Spider.” 
Go to the internet for lots of ideas.

• “To help build your child’s vocabu-
lary, describe objects with lots of details. 
But use short sentences! “Look at how 
soft your diaper is.” “See the yellow, long 
banana.” “Doesn’t that red apple look de-
licious to chew.” “I am making lasagna. 
First I am boiling some water, and then I 
will add the noodles.” Or, “I will micro-
wave the noodles and …” Even if you are 
a quiet person, it is important to talk to 
your child about what is happening to 
her and the world around her.

• “If you are concerned that your child 
has difficulties with speech, talk with 
your child’s health care provider.” 

Quotes taken from a parent website.

BABYREAD’S MISSION is to raise the literacy level 
in Oconee County by encouraging moms/caregivers 
to read daily to children from birth. This prepares 
children for success in school and in life. Readers 
read with mom/caregivers in person at town or 
school libraries. For more information, contact our 
president, Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@ 
charter.net or (864) 643-8083, babyread.org.

Dear Annie: My husband and I have 
been married for five years. We have a 
beautiful daughter, and we’ve got a son on 
the way. But I keep finding my husband 
using dating websites and chatrooms for 
singles. When I ask him about it, he gets 
angry and says, “That’s from months ago!” 
But whenever I check the browser history, 
there are always more recently visited 
websites. He says that he never talks to 

anyone, just looks. How 
can I make him see that 
I love him and that those 
are not sites for married 
people? Should I just give 
up and end the marriage? 
I’m at a loss. 

— Taken for Granted
 Dear Taken: You 

don’t need to make him 
see that those sites aren’t 
for married people. He 
already knows. He just 
doesn’t care or is too 
addicted to the rush to 
stop. Whatever the case, 
his blatant disregard for 
your feelings is shocking, 

and the fact that he’s doing all this while 
you’re pregnant adds insult to injury. If 
you two are going to truly work through 
this, it will be with the help of a marriage 
counselor. If he refuses to go, then it might 
be time to start speaking discreetly with 
an attorney about your options. 

Dear Annie: My son, “Rick,” and a 
former friend of his, “Cherie,” had a baby 
together. I love Cherie and the baby so 
much, and I’m fortunate that I get to see my 
grandson every other week. My issue is, 
how do I introduce Cherie to family mem-
bers who have never met her? 

 I’m also not sure how to introduce the 
woman whom Rick is currently dating. 
I really don’t care for her, but they live 
together. How should I introduce her to the 
family? 

— Mum Mom
 Dear Mum: Keep it simple. Introduce 

Cherie by name and as the mother of your 
grandson. Introduce Rick’s girlfriend as 
Rick’s girlfriend because that’s what she is. 

Dear Annie: You have had several 
letters recently about people who drink 
too much. I have been doing some research 
on the subject since my niece died several 
weeks ago of organ failure after years of 
drinking. She would not take the advice of 
anyone, but now her problems are over.

 The best thing I’ve found is some re-
search done by William Porter, a British 
solicitor (lawyer) who quit drinking seven 
years ago. He has written several books on 
the subject of alcohol. His site is alcoholex-
plained.com. The first five chapters of his 
book “Alcohol Explained” can be read free 
online. Once you read what alcohol does to 
your brain, you will never touch it again. 
He has several other books and videos. All 
are very thought-provoking. 

— Carolyn A.
 Dear Carolyn: I am so sorry that this 

insidious disease claimed the life of your 
niece. I read the five chapters available on-
line of “Alcohol Explained.” As you noted, 
the author is a lawyer, not a doctor, but he 
offers a plain-spoken, useful overview of 
the chemical workings behind the disease 
of alcoholism. I don’t share the view of 
Alcoholics Anonymous that he conveys in 
the introduction. However, I do know that 
some folks struggling with problematic 
drinking would like options besides AA, 
and self-education through books such as 
these can be helpful. 

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

Question: I sometimes experience 
guilt over nothing. Why is this? 

— M.G.
Answer: The Bible says that all 

have broken God’s laws and guilt is in-
escapable. Guilt rests upon the entire 

human race due to 
sin. Some people may 
feel it more intensely 
than others, but the 
guilt is there whether 
in the conscious or 
in the subconscious 
realm. It must be 
dealt with before we 
can become normal, 
fulfilled personali-
ties.

Jesus died on the 
cross to take our guilt 
away. He shed His 
blood to purge our 
dead conscience. So 
guilt is not all bad. 

Without it, there is nothing to drive a 
person toward self-examination and 
toward God’s forgiveness.

All through history, man’s heart has 
not been attuned to God; therefore, the 
heart becomes a catch basin for every 
device of the devil. Satan is at work 
in our world (Job 1:7). This is what 
the Bible says. Satan exists and has 
control over multitudes whose hearts 
have never been captured by Jesus 
Christ. The devil has hundreds of 
agents writing pornographic litera-
ture and producing immoral movies 
to pollute human minds. He has intel-
lectuals in high positions teaching a 
hedonistic and permissive philosophy. 
He has recruited even church leaders 
who are advocating more promiscuity.

While the culture has had great suc-
cess in infiltrating people’s minds, not 
all is hopeless. The Bible is filled with 
testimonies of those who, by God’s 
grace, were victorious over Satan’s 
power.

John Newton was a slave trader on 
the west coast of Africa. One day in 
a storm at sea, he met Jesus Christ 
and it changed his life forever. He will 
always be remembered for writing 
the hymn “Amazing Grace.” No one is 
beyond the reach of the loving arms of 
the Savior.

(This column is based on the words 
and writings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

REV. BILLY GRAHAM’S informative approach 
to his beliefs and his respectful examination 
of the beliefs of others have kept his nonde-
nominational Q&A column at the forefront of 
religious discourse for more than 60 years.
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Grieving niece 
won’t help herself

Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God

The Wizard of Id

Parents can do such simple things to 
help their baby get ahead academically. 

• “Did you know that how you talk and 
read to your baby now can sharpen their 
academic skills later? What you as a 
parent do now with your baby prepares 
your child for being successful or for 
struggling in kindergarten.”

• “Reading, playing and talking with 
your baby or toddler are 
fun ways to bond and ac-
tivities many parents do. 
But did you know that 
current research finds 
that simple activities like 
these can also help your 
child later on?”

• “Researchers at Pur-
due University studied 
more than 1,300 fami-
lies and followed their 
children from 1 month 
to age 15. They evaluated 
how mothers and care-
givers interacted with 

their little ones when they were 6, 15, 24 
and 36 months old. Later, the scientists 
analyzed the children’s math and vocab-
ulary skills by looking at achievement 
scores.”

• “Results showed that moms and 
caregivers who provide more stimulat-
ing and responsive interactions with 
their babies and toddlers, during the 
first three years of life, had children 
who performed better on both math and 
vocabulary assessments. Examples of 
stimulating and responsive parenting 
include regularly talking to a child, 
reading a book to a child regularly (ev-
ery day is best), providing positive and 
constructive feedback and responding 
to a child with a warm regard. What’s 
the bottom line? Spending time with 
your baby now can pay off big time years 
down the road.”

• “The study also found that children 
who had less stimulating or responsive 
interactions with caretakers or mothers 
performed poorly in mathematics later 
in life. Having high-quality interactions 
appear to buffer against this effect.”

SERVE AND RESPOND
There is also research that demon-

strates that spending time with your 
baby or toddler reading, talking and 
playing contributes to healthier social 
and emotional functioning later in life.  
Research shows that reading, talking 
and playing with your child results in 
fewer temper tantrums and better social 
interaction with peers.

Why talk to a baby who does not yet 
understand or speak a language? Be-
cause your baby is talking to you from 
the very first moment of birth by kicking 
and crying. Your child understands a 
great deal more of what you say to him/
her than your child can speak. “Serve 
and respond” is the educational jargon 
for what parents naturally do when they 
spend time with their baby. Your baby 
does something — e.g., kick or cry (the 
serve) — and then you respond by what 
you say or do. These daily interactions 
are critical.

BABYREAD’S MISSION is to raise the literacy level 
in Oconee County by encouraging moms/caregivers 
to read daily to children from birth. This prepares 
children for success in school and in life. Readers read 
with mom/caregivers in person at town or school 
libraries. Our COVID option involves just dropping off 
books monthly and texting/phoning weekly. For more 
information, contact our president, Caren von Hippel, 
Ph.D., at babyread@charter.net, (864) 643-8083 or 
babyread.org. 

Dear Annie: I need help. I’ve let my 
niece move in with me, my husband and 
my 17-year-old daughter after her hus-
band committed suicide. 

You see, she and her husband had 
issues for the last two years. They were 
both on drugs. I felt sorry for her after he 
passed. She has a sister and a 16-year-old 

son. Her son lives with 
his best friend and his 
family. My niece signed 
over custody to his mom, 
so she doesn’t have many 
responsibilities. 

It’s been almost three 
months since she moved 
in. She doesn’t work. I 
pay for everything for 
her. She doesn’t do any-
thing. I cook, clean and 
do her laundry. She will 
go out with her friends 
and come back, but I 
know they’ve been party-
ing. I don’t know what to 
do. It’s causing problems 

between me and my husband. 
I can’t afford to take care of her. I don’t 

know how to tell her she has to find a 
place to go. I feel like a bad aunt, but she 
doesn’t want to help herself or anything. 
What should I do ? 

— Agonizing Aunt
Dear Agonizing: First off, please 

know you are absolutely not a “bad aunt.” 
You opened your heart and your home to 
your niece after this unthinkable tragedy 
in her life and have shown her such com-
passion and understanding. 

As supportive as you sound and want 
to be for her, you cannot enable her to 
continue the behavior you’ve described. 
Though still grieving the loss of her 
husband, no doubt, your niece must start 
putting her life back in order for herself 
and for the benefit of her son. 

Let her know that to continue staying in 
your home, she must contribute like any 
other adult would — that means cleaning 
dishes, pitching in around the house, 
finding a job, paying rent and more. 

Suggest that she speak with a thera-
pist or grief counselor to work through 
the trauma of her late husband’s death 
and seek help to heal from her years of 
substance use.

Dear Annie: I appreciate your ad-
vice to “Fed Up” who was fed up with 
her mother-in-law’s relationship with 
her husband’s ex-wife. Your advice was 
almost dead-on. 

My parents have been divorced for 
almost 30 years, but my paternal grand-
mother is still friends with my mother. 
My father recently asked me to tell my 
mother that it is no longer appropriate for 
her to maintain a relationship with his 
mother. I was very hurt.  

My paternal grandmother was my rock 
during my parents’ divorce. She was the 
only one who had the balanced grace to 
do what was right for me, the kid in the 
middle of their mess. Even at the age of 
38, hearing my dad ask me to destroy the 
last sense of family cohesion triggered 
deep-seated trauma for me. 

— Traumatized, Too 
Dear Traumatized: Thank you for 

your letter and for sharing your per-
spective. I hope it serves to change how 
others may view this sort of relationship 
dynamic following a divorce. Ring or no 
ring, there are some bonds that never 
break.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

Question: In studying the reli-
gions of the world, my professor 
does not dispute that Jesus was a 
historical figure, but that’s all. She 
argues this without taking anything 
from the Bible into consideration. 
Isn’t this denial of the truth?

— H.C.

Answer: It’s not 
wrong to say that 
Jesus is a historical 
figure, but He is 
much more — He’s 
the Son of God and 
the Savior of the 
world. It’s been 
noted that Buddha 
never claimed to be 
God. Moses never 
claimed to be Jeho-
vah. Mohammed 
never claimed to 
be Allah. Yet Jesus 
claimed to be the 
living God. Buddha 

said, “I am a teacher in search of the 
truth.” Jesus said, “I am the Truth.” 
Confucius said, “I never claimed to 
be holy.” Jesus said, “Who convicts 
me of sin?” Mohammed said, “Un-
less God throws his cloak over me, 
I have no hope.” Jesus said, “Unless 
you believe in me, you will die in 
your sins.”

Possessing salvation in Christ by 
faith alone is what proves beyond 
a shadow of doubt that He is the 
Redeemer of souls. “If we say that 
we have fellowship with Him, and 
walk in darkness, we lie and do not 
practice the truth” (1 John 1:6).

Having faith in Jesus — in His 
Word — is still the key to believing 
in Christ. “Faith comes by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God” 
(Romans 10:17).

Years ago in a monastery in India, 
old relics had been dug up and were 
worshiped by Buddhists in the area. 
Muslims point with pride to Mecca, 
where the body of their prophet, 
Mohammed, is buried. Followers 
of Confucius revere the remains of 
their master, who is buried in an im-
posing tomb in China. We don’t need 
a religion that worships the dead; we 
need the living Savior. Christianity 
is the faith of the empty tomb.

(This column is based on the words 
and writings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

REV. BILLY Graham’s informative approach to 
his beliefs and his respectful examination of the 
beliefs of others have kept his nondenomina-
tional Q&A column at the forefront of religious 
discourse for more than 60 years.
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During this period of the coronavirus, 
with no end in sight, many of us are 
wearing masks indoors. Just as chil-
dren are taught to sit with a seatbelt, the 
American Academy of Pediatrics states 
that children by age 2 can and should be 
taught to wear masks since safety is key, 
and masks reduce the transmission of 
COVID-19.  

“Does wearing a mask 
delay speech and lan-
guage development?” 
During the first few 
years of life, children 
are rapidly developing 
communication skills. 
Whether by smiling, 
cooing, babbling, point-
ing or saying their first 
words, children are com-
municating… Children 
watch the faces, mouths 
and expressions of the 
people closest to them.” 

“However, there is 
no known evidence that the use of face 
masks interferes with children’s speech 
and language development or social 
communication,” said the American 
Academy of Pediatrics and the American 
Speech-Language-Hearing Association. 
“Plus, children get plenty of face time at 
home with family members… Consider 
that visually impaired children develop 
speech and language skills at the same 
rate as their peers. In fact, when one 
sense is taken away, another may be 
heightened.”

HOW DO BABIES LEARN 
TO COMMUNICATE?

“Babies are hard-wired to communi-
cate. From day one, they watch their 
loved ones’ faces and mouth movements. 
They listen to them talk … and attempt 
to interact with their parents and care-
givers. Each milestone builds on another.

Parents and other family members can 
encourage this development by talking, 
singing, playing, reading and engag-
ing their baby in numerous other ways 
every day. The more language a child is 
exposed to — and the more undivided 
attention a parent or caregiver can give 
to a child as they feed them, bathe them, 
change their diapers, push them in a 
stroller or play outside with them — the 
better the child’s communication skills 
will likely be.”

Again, there is no known study that 
use of a face mask negatively impacts 
a child’s speech and language devel-
opment. In addition to watching faces, 
children “watch gestures, hear changes 
in tone of voice, see eyes convey emotion 
and listen to words.”  

“By providing dedicated time to con-
verse with your child without screens 
or other interruptions — e.g. at bath or 
dinner time — children should reach 
their expected milestones.”

(Quotes from healthychildren.org, Amer-
ican Academia of Pediatrics, August 2021)

BABYREAD’S MISSION is to raise the literacy level 
in Oconee County by encouraging moms/caregivers 
to read daily to children from birth. This prepares 
children for success in school and in life. Readers read 
with mom/caregivers in person at town or school 
libraries. Our COVID option involves just dropping off 
books monthly and texting/phoning weekly. For more 
information, contact our president, Caren von Hippel, 
Ph.D., at babyread@charter.net, (864) 643-8083 or 
babyread.org. This December you can support Baby-
Read by voting for our tree, No. 10, on Duke-Energy.
com/FestivalofTrees. Donate on our website and use 
smile.amazon.com. 

Dear Annie: I stopped smoking ciga-
rettes completely in 2014. My wife eventu-
ally did the same, however, she picked up 
one nasty, terrible habit: vaping. 

I cannot stand the smell of it. It drives 
me crazy, yet she continues to smoke 
around me in the house. I turn the fans 
on when she does, but it still inundates 

the room, and she doesn’t 
have enough respect not 
to smoke in the house. 

If she were smoking 
cigarettes, she wouldn’t 
do so in the house, so why 
is vaping any different? I 
think it shows great disre-
spect by not honoring my 
request. 

— Smokeless Spouse
Dear Smokeless: Ku-

dos to you for kicking the 
nicotine; as for your wife, 
she’s traded one bad habit 
for another. 

What she does all alone 
by herself is one thing, 

but in common spaces, she has to compro-
mise with everyone else. If she insists on 
continuing to vape, she has to do so where 
others won’t be bothered by it. 

Though it’s not the same as smoking, 
vaping comes with health risks of its own, 
and your wife should be aware of them. If 
she wants to put her own health at risk, 
that’s up to her, but when it comes to that 
of her loved ones, she has to understand 
and respect their desire to escape the vape.

Dear Annie: My husband works with 
a guy, “Dave.” I met Dave’s girlfriend, 
“Julie,” last summer, and she’s a sweet, 
earnest, trusting person. She and I became 
friends, and we text and meet for coffee 
when we can. 

Dave has been really unkind to her in 
public (my husband witnessed this a few 
times), and he’s said some shockingly 
cruel things to her. She finally broke up 
with him a few weeks ago but, being a 
sensitive and romantic soul, is feeling torn 
and wistful.

My husband tells me that Dave has been 
bragging at work about hooking up with 
girls all over town and also with Julie 
because “she was available.” He also said 
he hates condoms and doesn’t use protec-
tion. I’m concerned for my friend’s safety. 
If Dave reaches out to her and wants to re-
connect, she’ll possibly be open to it again 
and won’t realize he’s putting her at risk. 

Should I tell her about his behavior? 
She’ll be hurt, and it will certainly make 
things awkward for my husband at work. 
Maybe Dave and Julie have cut all contact 
now. On the other hand, she knows him 
better than she knows me. What do you 
think? None of my business? Or is it wrong 
to stay silent?

— No Drama Mama
Dear No Drama: Although it’s a new 

friendship, I’d say your relationship with 
Julie trumps the one your husband has 
with a schmuck of a co-worker like Dave. 
And if it involves a potential risk to her 
personal health — information Dave likely 
will not volunteer if they do rekindle a 
relationship — Julie should know.

Gently let Julie know the gist of what 
you’ve heard. (Fewer gory details means 
less risk of trouble at work for your hus-
band.) With this new information, Julie 
can make a more informed decision about 
Dave. And if she decides he’s history, you 
may have been what saved her from more 
headaches, heartache or worse.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

Question: Is humanitarian work 
the same as ministry work? 

— H.M.

Answer: Today Christian service 
is often mistaken for humanitarian 
work. It’s important to remember 
that Christ called His followers to 

proclaim His mes-
sage. Ministering 
to people’s souls is 
far greater than pro-
viding only physical 
needs. However, we 
earn the opportuni-
ty to share Christ 
when a helpful hand 
has been extended 
to someone in need. 
Then you can say 
with Paul, “I thank 
God, whom I serve 
with a pure con-
science” (2 Timothy 
1:3).

There are some 
who are certain of God’s call to 
service in a foreign land. When this 
is true, people need to take the nec-
essary steps to prepare themselves. 
But often people are sure that this 
is what God wants them to do, yet 
they are not willing to sacrifice or 
prepare. They have the spirit of 
adventure, not service.

A youth group traveled to the 
Middle East to help in a small mis-
sion hospital. When they arrived in 
the hot desert, they were disgrun-
tled with the accommodations and 
the sandstorms that swept through 
the mission station. When they 
were asked to prepare medicine 
packs for patients the next day, they 
quickly left for the city to find air 
conditioning and a good time. The 
nurse at the hospital later told the 
mission agency that had sent them, 
“Please don’t send any more help!”

Scripture tells us to “serve the 
Lord without distraction” (1 Cor-
inthians 7:35). Serving others in 
the name of Jesus Christ is serious 
business, and to say with Paul, “I 
am willing to endure anything if 
it will bring salvation and eternal 
glory in Christ” (2 Timothy 2:10, 
NLT).

(This column is based on the words 
and writings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

REV. BILLY Graham’s informative approach to 
his beliefs and his respectful examination of the 
beliefs of others have kept his nondenomina-
tional Q&A column at the forefront of religious 
discourse for more than 60 years.
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During this period of the coronavirus, 
with no end in sight, many of us are 
wearing masks indoors. Just as chil-
dren are taught to sit with a seatbelt, the 
American Academy of Pediatrics states 
that children by age 2 can and should be 
taught to wear masks since safety is key, 
and masks reduce the transmission of 
COVID-19.  

“Does wearing a mask 
delay speech and lan-
guage development?” 
During the first few 
years of life, children 
are rapidly developing 
communication skills. 
Whether by smiling, 
cooing, babbling, point-
ing or saying their first 
words, children are com-
municating… Children 
watch the faces, mouths 
and expressions of the 
people closest to them.” 

“However, there is 
no known evidence that the use of face 
masks interferes with children’s speech 
and language development or social 
communication,” said the American 
Academy of Pediatrics and the American 
Speech-Language-Hearing Association. 
“Plus, children get plenty of face time at 
home with family members… Consider 
that visually impaired children develop 
speech and language skills at the same 
rate as their peers. In fact, when one 
sense is taken away, another may be 
heightened.”

HOW DO BABIES LEARN 
TO COMMUNICATE?

“Babies are hard-wired to communi-
cate. From day one, they watch their 
loved ones’ faces and mouth movements. 
They listen to them talk … and attempt 
to interact with their parents and care-
givers. Each milestone builds on another.

Parents and other family members can 
encourage this development by talking, 
singing, playing, reading and engag-
ing their baby in numerous other ways 
every day. The more language a child is 
exposed to — and the more undivided 
attention a parent or caregiver can give 
to a child as they feed them, bathe them, 
change their diapers, push them in a 
stroller or play outside with them — the 
better the child’s communication skills 
will likely be.”

Again, there is no known study that 
use of a face mask negatively impacts 
a child’s speech and language devel-
opment. In addition to watching faces, 
children “watch gestures, hear changes 
in tone of voice, see eyes convey emotion 
and listen to words.”  

“By providing dedicated time to con-
verse with your child without screens 
or other interruptions — e.g. at bath or 
dinner time — children should reach 
their expected milestones.”

(Quotes from healthychildren.org, Amer-
ican Academia of Pediatrics, August 2021)
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My husband tells me that Dave has been 
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If Dave reaches out to her and wants to re-
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far greater than pro-
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earn the opportuni-
ty to share Christ 
when a helpful hand 
has been extended 
to someone in need. 
Then you can say 
with Paul, “I thank 
God, whom I serve 
with a pure con-
science” (2 Timothy 
1:3).

There are some 
who are certain of God’s call to 
service in a foreign land. When this 
is true, people need to take the nec-
essary steps to prepare themselves. 
But often people are sure that this 
is what God wants them to do, yet 
they are not willing to sacrifice or 
prepare. They have the spirit of 
adventure, not service.

A youth group traveled to the 
Middle East to help in a small mis-
sion hospital. When they arrived in 
the hot desert, they were disgrun-
tled with the accommodations and 
the sandstorms that swept through 
the mission station. When they 
were asked to prepare medicine 
packs for patients the next day, they 
quickly left for the city to find air 
conditioning and a good time. The 
nurse at the hospital later told the 
mission agency that had sent them, 
“Please don’t send any more help!”

Scripture tells us to “serve the 
Lord without distraction” (1 Cor-
inthians 7:35). Serving others in 
the name of Jesus Christ is serious 
business, and to say with Paul, “I 
am willing to endure anything if 
it will bring salvation and eternal 
glory in Christ” (2 Timothy 2:10, 
NLT).
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