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“Executive function and self-regulation 
skills provide critical support for learn-
ing and development. Just as an air traffic 
control system at a busy airport manages 
the arrivals and departures of many air-
craft on many runways, executive func-
tion skills allow us to retain and work 
with information in our brains, focus our 
attention, filter distractions, and switch 

mental gears. There are 
three basic dimensions of 
these skills:

• Working memory: The 
ability to hold informa-
tion in mind and to use it.

• Inhibitory control: 
The ability to master 
thoughts and impulses so 
as to resist temptations, 
distractions, and habits, 
and to pause and think 
before acting.

• Cognitive flexibility: 
The capacity to switch 
gears and adjust to 

changing demands, priorities, or perspec-
tives.

These skills help us remember the 
information we need to help us remember 
the information we need to complete a 
task, filter distractions, resist inappro-
priate or non-appropriate impulses and 
sustain attention during a particular 
activity.

There are a variety of activities we do 
with infants and toddlers that develop 
executive function, including lap games, 
hiding games, imitation or copying 
games, simple role play, finger plays and 
conversations. 

Lap games: Generations of families 
have engaged babies in games while 
holding them in the lap. Repetition helps 
infants remember and manage their 
own behavior to fit the game’s rules. E.g., 
peekaboo. Hide-and-find games exercise 
working memory, because they challenge 
the baby to remember who is hiding and 
they also practice basic self-control skills 
as, in some variations, the baby waits for 
the adult to reveal him or herself; in other 
versions, the baby controls the timing 
of the reveal. This provides important 
practice regulating the tension around an 
expected surprise.

• Or try Little Miss Muffet or Rock-a 
Bye Baby. Predictable rhymes that have 
a stimulating yet expected surprise are 
well-loved. Infants exercise working 
memory as they develop familiarity with 
the rhyme and practice anticipating the 
surprise, inhibiting their anticipatory 
reactions while managing high levels of 
stimulation. 

Hiding games: Hiding games are a 
great way to challenge working memory. 
Hide a toy under a cloth and encourage 
the infant to look for it. Once infants can 
find the toy quickly, hide it again. Show 
the child that you have moved it and 
encourage the child to find it again. Make 
more moves to increase the challenge.

As the child remembers what was there 
and mentally tracks the move, he or she 
exercises working memory.

• Toddlers may enjoy hiding and listen 
to you search loudly for them while they 
track your location mentally.” 

All quotes from Center on the Develop-
ing Child, Harvard University

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/caregivers 
and their children from birth to 2 years, when the brain 
grows the most, and to encourage tmoms/caregivers to 
read every day to need volunteer readers for families 
when the Coronavirus passes.. To help, contact director, 
Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@charter.net or 
(864) 643-8083 (cell) or visit babyread.org.

Dear Annie: I’m a widow. It’s been 
nine years since I lost my husband. I 
have been in a friendship with a man 
who hasn’t had a relationship for ap-
proximately 20 years. He was in a terri-
ble marriage that ended really badly. It 
broke him in every way — financially, 
spiritually, emotionally. From what 

I have gathered, he 
became a Peter Pan 
after the divorce. In 
the two decades since 
they split, he has just 
been goofing off and not 
dating seriously. 

I have fallen deeply 
in love with him. I told 
him I loved him, and 
he repeated, “I love 
you, too, but just as a 
friend.” 

I don’t think I can 
continue to spend time 
with him as a friend, 
because I’m in love 

with him. I’m not a teenager looking 
for fun. I would like to have a loving, 
adult relationship. I’m not talking 
about sex, necessarily (although that 
would be nice), but real romance. 
Should I just forget about him and let 
him go? — Pining for Peter

Dear Pining: I’ll give your Peter Pan 
this much: He was mature enough to 
tell you how he really feels. And kudos 
to you for starting that difficult conver-
sation in the first place. That takes real 
courage. Now that the truth is out, you 
can move on — but it will be impossible 
to do so in his company. Give your heart 
the time and space it needs to heal. 

Dear Annie: I like to think of myself 
as someone with multiple hobbies, but 
some friends have been telling me it re-
ally isn’t that. My friend hinted at this.

“Luke” was at my house recently, 
and I was showing off my collections of 
what I think of as hobbies, which are on 
display in my man cave. I enjoy collect-
ing various types of model cars, stamps 
and collectible toys. When I showed 
my collections to Luke, he told me I 
like accumulating things with no real 
direction. Another friend, “Dan,” gave 
me a similar response when he saw 
my collection. Honestly, I do enjoy my 
hobbies, but my friends put it in another 
light. What I want to know, Annie, is: 
Are my friends right? Am I truly just 
accumulating random objects? Are they 
wrong?  — Curious Collector

Dear Curious: Your friends might 
be implying that you’re hoarding. If 
you feel an overwhelming attachment 
to the things that you collect — as 
though something really bad would 
happen should you get rid of even one 
item — it could be a sign that your hab-
it of collecting is becoming unhealthy.

The International OCD Foundation 
distinguishes between collecting and 
hoarding this way: “Collectors typi-
cally keep their possessions well-orga-
nized, and each item differs from other 
items to form interesting and often 
valuable groupings. ... Collecting does 
not produce the clutter, distress, or im-
pairment that hoarding disorder does.”

From your letter, it sounds as though 
you’re indeed a collector, and this is a 
satisfying, enriching pastime for you. 
If these friends look at your treasures 
and only see trash, that’s their loss. 
Keep doing your thing. 

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

Question:
What does it mean that Jesus has 

been sent from God and that He is 
not of this world? — H.S.

Answer:
One of the best-known Bible vers-

es is: “For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, 

that whoever be-
lieves in Him should 
not perish but have 
everlasting life” 
(John 3:16). Indeed, 
Jesus was sent by 
God to seek and to 
save the lost (Luke 
19:10).

The Bible tells us: 
“No one has ascend-
ed to heaven but 
He who came down 
from heaven, that is, 
the Son of Man who 
is in heaven” (John 
3:13).

Jesus is Lord and in light of the 
evidence of Scripture and the physi-
cal fact of the resurrection, the only 
wise conclusion is for man to know 
that Jesus is God, worthy of our 
worship and trust.

He left the glories of Heaven to 
bring new life to all people steeped 
in sin. Scripture declares that the 
whole world is a prisoner of sin 
(Galatians 3:22).

The most important events in 
human history were the death and 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. He 
conquered death and lives to give 
mankind new life.

Why did Jesus leave Heaven’s glo-
ry and enter this sin-infected world? 
For one reason: to make our eternal 
salvation possible. The greatest tes-
timony to this dark world today is 
seeing Christ lived out in men and 
women dead to sin and alive unto 
God, bearing in their bodies “the 
marks of the Lord Jesus” (Galatians 
6:17).

He is the light of the world. He is 
the way, the truth and the resurrec-
tion. He promises eternal life to ev-
eryone who believes in Him as Lord 
and Savior. Knowing the claims of 
Jesus Christ, we are faced with this 
vital decision: What will we do with 
Jesus Christ?

(This column is based on the words 
and writings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

REV. BILLY Graham’s informative approach to 
his beliefs and his respectful examination of the 
beliefs of others have kept his nondenomina-
tional Q&A column at the forefront of religious 
discourse for more than 60 years.
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We will continue what we started to 
discuss in my May column: What is 
happening with moms/caretakers of 
babies and toddlers during the coro-
navirus pandemic?  

Generally, they are stuck at home, 
so being homebound 
now is not new for 
them. 

What can moms do 
at home to help their 
babies and toddlers 
with language devel-
opment and lay the 
foundation for later 
learning how to read? 
Did you know that 
reading to your baby 
between birth and 18 
months does more to 
help brain develop-
ment than most other 
activities during the 

next 18 years?
Children who are read to and talk-

ed to more than in short sentences 
(like “sit down,” “eat this”) are gener-
ally exposed to more than 30 million 
more words than children who are 
not by the time they reach kindergar-
ten. This language exposure makes a 
tremendous difference in children’s 
ability to learn how to read and be 
successful in school.

• “What is the bunny eating?” “Do 
you ever eat carrots?’’ “Why is the 
bunny wiggling his nose?” “Do you 
think he has a cold?” “Should we 
give the bunny a tissue for his nose?” 
Your child can be looking at anything 
— a (stuffed animal) bunny she is 
playing with, the rug, a flower, a dog. 
Ask her questions about whatever it 
is. 

• Talk about the colors, textures and 
size of the things in the world around 
him. “The doggie is brown with a 
white spot on her nose and tail. Can 
you touch the white spot on her nose? 
Does the doggie like it when you pet 
the white spot on her nose?”

• As you do your daily chores such 
as laundry, cooking and cleaning, 
talk with your toddler and tell her 
what you are doing. “I am putting 
four fresh tomatoes in the spaghetti 
sauce and pressing in three fresh 
garlic cloves. Your sister and I love 
fresh garlic. Do you? Do you want to 
hold the garlic press after I wash it?” 
(Use lots of vocabulary and extended 
language; listen to what you child 
says, ask questions).

Read a book to your child as often 
as you can — hopefully, at least once 
every day. While some books for 
babies may be somewhat better than 
others, the most important thing is 
the sound of your voice and the bond 
created by your holding your baby 
while you read or at least make eye 
contact with your baby while you 
read. This intimacy created between 
you and your baby is critical. 

Your older children, home now, can 
also read to your baby and toddler.

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/
caregivers and their children from birth to 2 years, 
when the brain grows the most, and to encour-
age them to read every day to their babies. We 
read (free) twice each month in public libraries 
and schools. We need volunteer readers. To 
help, contact director Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at 
babyread@charter.net or (864) 643-8083 or visit 
babyread.org.

Dear Annie: With your advice, I hope 
my family will be able to deal with a 
problem. Our 45-year-old daughter is at the 
heart of the issue. “Jane” has had a chal-
lenging past. She is an intelligent and mo-
tivated person, but starting in high school, 
she began a difficult life (mostly to do with 
her poor choices in relationships). 

 She had a son at age 19, got married and 
then divorced soon after. She floundered 

for five years or so. After 
several relationships, she 
found another man. In 
those few years, she gave up 
custody of her first child, 
left a full-time job and 
followed her new man to 
another country (for a job 
that didn’t work out). Then 
she returned to the States, 
did everything she could 
to get pregnant again, and 
succeeded. Shortly thereaf-
ter, the relationship ended. 

 With our help, Jane relo-
cated to another (smaller) 
city 150 miles from us. 
Briefly, she held a good 

job and was managing well in raising her 
second son. After three years, she was let 
go from her job. In the interim, she man-
aged to live on welfare. Four years ago, 
she announced her intention of returning 
to college to get her teaching degree. We 
knew that she’d never be able to work long 
enough to repay her loans, but we were 
encouraging and supported her decision.

 Now the present problem. In the past five 
years, my wife and I have “spotted” her 
money, to keep her afloat — approximately 
$12,000. 

 Much of it went toward leased auto-
mobiles, but there has been more — $100 
and $500 here and there for “incidentals.” 
Fortunately, she will graduate in June. 
But her student loan funds, which she was 
using to help pay rent and groceries, have 
ceased. Her usual summer job is uncertain. 
But most troubling of all, due to the corona-
virus, her prospects of a teaching job in her 
area are also uncertain. She gets by month 
to month. Last summer, she asked us for 
funds to help her lease her (new) car. We 
gave her $4,700. This goes on and on.

Last year, my wife and I retired. And 
without raiding our savings we cannot 
afford to support her anymore. June is 
approaching, and so is the fall. I am an-
ticipating Jane will appear with another 
request for funds. My wife doesn’t handle 
confrontations well, and much of our giv-
ing has been motivated either by avoidance 
or guilt. Besides just saying no, is there any 
other answer? 

— Jane’s Father
 Dear Jane’s Father: Tough love is 

tough to give. But you and your wife are 
doing your daughter no favors in the long-
term. If you keep acting as her financial 
crutch, she’ll be leaning on you forever. 
That’s not just immoral; it’s also unsus-
tainable. Deplete your retirement savings, 
she’ll still be asking for more when there’s 
nothing left to give. And you’ll be in dire 
straits right alongside her. 

 “Just saying no” is easier said than done; 
I know. It will be a hard conversation. Your 
daughter is not going to like it. But do not 
for one second accept any guilt she tries 
to lay at your feet. You’ve done nothing to 
earn that.

 If you find the situation taking a heavy 
emotional toll on you and your wife, you 
might consider attending counseling or 
a support group such as Families Anony-
mous for help developing healthy boundar-
ies. 

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

Question: Flag Day doesn’t get 
much attention these days and I won-
der why Americans seem so indiffer-
ent to allegiance to our country. Yet I 
hear a lot of people — even politicians 
— say that we should pray for our 

country. Does it real-
ly make a difference? 

— F.D.
Answer: Prayers 

lifted to Almighty 
God can alter histo-
ry. What a glorious 
thing it would be if 
millions of Amer-
icans would avail 
themselves to the 
greatest form of 
communication — 
prayer to the One 
who hears and 
knows the anguish of 
our hearts. We have 
not yet learned that 

mankind is more powerful on his 
knees than behind the most powerful 
weapons or devices known, when 
prayers are directed to the Lord God.

Our nation was founded by people 
who prayed. When our government 
was in the process of being formed, 
Benjamin Franklin addressed the 
chairman of the Constitutional 
Convention meeting at Philadelphia 
in 1787, saying, “I have lived, sir, a 
long time, and the longer I live the 
more convincing proofs I see of this 
truth: that God governs in the affairs 
of men. And if a sparrow cannot fall 
to the ground without His notice, it is 
probable that an empire cannot rise 
without His aid.”

Millions of people pray only in 
times of danger or uncertainty. Sadly, 
many pray to gods that have no ears 
to hear and no eyes to see. The world 
is being carried on a rushing torrent 
of history that is sweeping out of 
control. There is but one power avail-
able to redeem the course of events, 
and that is the power of prayer by 
God-fearing, Christ-believing people.

We must not pray only for His 
direction; we must pray for His 
forgiveness for our willful disobedi-
ence. And then we must pray with 
grateful hearts for the blessings He 
has bestowed on the United States of 
America.

(This column is based on the words 
and writings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

REV. BILLY Graham’s informative approach to 
his beliefs and his respectful examination of the 
beliefs of others have kept his nondenomina-
tional Q&A column at the forefront of religious 
discourse for more than 60 years.
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We will continue what we started to 
discuss in my May column: What is 
happening with moms/caretakers of 
babies and toddlers during the coro-
navirus pandemic?  

Generally, they are stuck at home, 
so being homebound 
now is not new for 
them. 

What can moms do 
at home to help their 
babies and toddlers 
with language devel-
opment and lay the 
foundation for later 
learning how to read? 
Did you know that 
reading to your baby 
between birth and 18 
months does more to 
help brain develop-
ment than most other 
activities during the 

next 18 years?
Children who are read to and talk-

ed to more than in short sentences 
(like “sit down,” “eat this”) are gener-
ally exposed to more than 30 million 
more words than children who are 
not by the time they reach kindergar-
ten. This language exposure makes a 
tremendous difference in children’s 
ability to learn how to read and be 
successful in school.

• “What is the bunny eating?” “Do 
you ever eat carrots?’’ “Why is the 
bunny wiggling his nose?” “Do you 
think he has a cold?” “Should we 
give the bunny a tissue for his nose?” 
Your child can be looking at anything 
— a (stuffed animal) bunny she is 
playing with, the rug, a flower, a dog. 
Ask her questions about whatever it 
is. 

• Talk about the colors, textures and 
size of the things in the world around 
him. “The doggie is brown with a 
white spot on her nose and tail. Can 
you touch the white spot on her nose? 
Does the doggie like it when you pet 
the white spot on her nose?”

• As you do your daily chores such 
as laundry, cooking and cleaning, 
talk with your toddler and tell her 
what you are doing. “I am putting 
four fresh tomatoes in the spaghetti 
sauce and pressing in three fresh 
garlic cloves. Your sister and I love 
fresh garlic. Do you? Do you want to 
hold the garlic press after I wash it?” 
(Use lots of vocabulary and extended 
language; listen to what you child 
says, ask questions).

Read a book to your child as often 
as you can — hopefully, at least once 
every day. While some books for 
babies may be somewhat better than 
others, the most important thing is 
the sound of your voice and the bond 
created by your holding your baby 
while you read or at least make eye 
contact with your baby while you 
read. This intimacy created between 
you and your baby is critical. 

Your older children, home now, can 
also read to your baby and toddler.

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/
caregivers and their children from birth to 2 years, 
when the brain grows the most, and to encour-
age them to read every day to their babies. We 
read (free) twice each month in public libraries 
and schools. We need volunteer readers. To 
help, contact director Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at 
babyread@charter.net or (864) 643-8083 or visit 
babyread.org.

Dear Annie: With your advice, I hope 
my family will be able to deal with a 
problem. Our 45-year-old daughter is at the 
heart of the issue. “Jane” has had a chal-
lenging past. She is an intelligent and mo-
tivated person, but starting in high school, 
she began a difficult life (mostly to do with 
her poor choices in relationships). 

 She had a son at age 19, got married and 
then divorced soon after. She floundered 

for five years or so. After 
several relationships, she 
found another man. In 
those few years, she gave up 
custody of her first child, 
left a full-time job and 
followed her new man to 
another country (for a job 
that didn’t work out). Then 
she returned to the States, 
did everything she could 
to get pregnant again, and 
succeeded. Shortly thereaf-
ter, the relationship ended. 

 With our help, Jane relo-
cated to another (smaller) 
city 150 miles from us. 
Briefly, she held a good 

job and was managing well in raising her 
second son. After three years, she was let 
go from her job. In the interim, she man-
aged to live on welfare. Four years ago, 
she announced her intention of returning 
to college to get her teaching degree. We 
knew that she’d never be able to work long 
enough to repay her loans, but we were 
encouraging and supported her decision.

 Now the present problem. In the past five 
years, my wife and I have “spotted” her 
money, to keep her afloat — approximately 
$12,000. 

 Much of it went toward leased auto-
mobiles, but there has been more — $100 
and $500 here and there for “incidentals.” 
Fortunately, she will graduate in June. 
But her student loan funds, which she was 
using to help pay rent and groceries, have 
ceased. Her usual summer job is uncertain. 
But most troubling of all, due to the corona-
virus, her prospects of a teaching job in her 
area are also uncertain. She gets by month 
to month. Last summer, she asked us for 
funds to help her lease her (new) car. We 
gave her $4,700. This goes on and on.

Last year, my wife and I retired. And 
without raiding our savings we cannot 
afford to support her anymore. June is 
approaching, and so is the fall. I am an-
ticipating Jane will appear with another 
request for funds. My wife doesn’t handle 
confrontations well, and much of our giv-
ing has been motivated either by avoidance 
or guilt. Besides just saying no, is there any 
other answer? 

— Jane’s Father
 Dear Jane’s Father: Tough love is 

tough to give. But you and your wife are 
doing your daughter no favors in the long-
term. If you keep acting as her financial 
crutch, she’ll be leaning on you forever. 
That’s not just immoral; it’s also unsus-
tainable. Deplete your retirement savings, 
she’ll still be asking for more when there’s 
nothing left to give. And you’ll be in dire 
straits right alongside her. 

 “Just saying no” is easier said than done; 
I know. It will be a hard conversation. Your 
daughter is not going to like it. But do not 
for one second accept any guilt she tries 
to lay at your feet. You’ve done nothing to 
earn that.

 If you find the situation taking a heavy 
emotional toll on you and your wife, you 
might consider attending counseling or 
a support group such as Families Anony-
mous for help developing healthy boundar-
ies. 

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

Question: Flag Day doesn’t get 
much attention these days and I won-
der why Americans seem so indiffer-
ent to allegiance to our country. Yet I 
hear a lot of people — even politicians 
— say that we should pray for our 

country. Does it real-
ly make a difference? 

— F.D.
Answer: Prayers 

lifted to Almighty 
God can alter histo-
ry. What a glorious 
thing it would be if 
millions of Amer-
icans would avail 
themselves to the 
greatest form of 
communication — 
prayer to the One 
who hears and 
knows the anguish of 
our hearts. We have 
not yet learned that 

mankind is more powerful on his 
knees than behind the most powerful 
weapons or devices known, when 
prayers are directed to the Lord God.

Our nation was founded by people 
who prayed. When our government 
was in the process of being formed, 
Benjamin Franklin addressed the 
chairman of the Constitutional 
Convention meeting at Philadelphia 
in 1787, saying, “I have lived, sir, a 
long time, and the longer I live the 
more convincing proofs I see of this 
truth: that God governs in the affairs 
of men. And if a sparrow cannot fall 
to the ground without His notice, it is 
probable that an empire cannot rise 
without His aid.”

Millions of people pray only in 
times of danger or uncertainty. Sadly, 
many pray to gods that have no ears 
to hear and no eyes to see. The world 
is being carried on a rushing torrent 
of history that is sweeping out of 
control. There is but one power avail-
able to redeem the course of events, 
and that is the power of prayer by 
God-fearing, Christ-believing people.

We must not pray only for His 
direction; we must pray for His 
forgiveness for our willful disobedi-
ence. And then we must pray with 
grateful hearts for the blessings He 
has bestowed on the United States of 
America.

(This column is based on the words 
and writings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

REV. BILLY Graham’s informative approach to 
his beliefs and his respectful examination of the 
beliefs of others have kept his nondenomina-
tional Q&A column at the forefront of religious 
discourse for more than 60 years.
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During this period of COVID-19, I 
have been talking in recent columns 
about simple things moms and other 
caregivers of children from birth to 
2 years old can do to help their child 
succeed, a goal that every parent has 
for his or her child.

I subscribe to BabyTalk, a newslet-
ter from the University 
of North Carolina. 
You can, too. 

It’s monthly, free 
and has great arti-
cles on babies. It’s 
available in English 
and Spanish. You can 
subscribe via email at 
subscribe-babytalk@
listservc.unc.edu. 

A recent article 
states, “Reading ... 
playing … and talking 
with your baby or 
toddler are fun ways 
to bond. New re-

search finds that simple activities like 
these can also help them in later life.  
Researchers at Purdue Univeristy 
studied more than 1,300 families 
and followed their children from one 
month to 15 years old. They evaluated 
how mother and caregivers interacted 
with their little ones when they were 
6, 15, 24 and 36 months. Later the sci-
entists analyzed the children’s math 
and vocabulary scores” when they 
were older.

“Results show that moms and care-
givers who provided a more stimulat-
ing and responsive interactions with 
their babies and toddlers during the 
first three years of life had children 
who performed better on both math 
and vocabulary assessments.” (Baby-
Talk, April, 2020)

This is not rocket science. What 
matters to your children’s achieve-
ment are simple things I discussed in 
earlier columns — regularly talking 
to your child about what he and you 
are doing and the world around, pro-
viding positive and constructive feed-
back, taking you cues from what your 
baby or toddler is doing or saying and 
build on that by asking questions, 
being supportive and responding to 
your child warmly, lovingly.

This is the purpose of BabyRead, a 
nonprofit organization I founded and 
run, made up of 50-plus volunteers.

What you do as a parent or care-
taker in the first few years of life has 
huge payoffs to your child’s ability to 
succeed later in school, in jobs and 
life in general.

You can read every day to your 
baby or toddler for 30 minutes, say, at 
bedtime, and this will make all the 
difference.

You can talk to your child as you 
change her diaper, go to the super-
market or make dinner. All of this 
can be done during this COVID-19 
pandemic.

Being a good reader is at the core 
of almost everything your baby or 
toddler will do later in school.

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/ care-
givers and their children from birth to 2 years, when 
the brain grows the most, and to encourage them 
to read every day to their babies. We read (free) 
twice each month in public libraries and schools and 
now, during COVID-19, we drop off free hardboard 
books monthly and stay in touch with our families 
regularly by phone or text. To help, contact director 
Caren von Hippel at babyread@charter.net, call 
(864) 643-8083 or visit babyread.org.

Dear Annie: What’s the correct eti-
quette for giving gifts for “reverse order” 
weddings? I have seen several times where 
a couple will first have a small civil cer-
emony to get married without the imme-
diate expense of a formal wedding. Later, 
they have a formal wedding and reception, 
with the wedding shower being held before 

that date. This actually has 
had to be done by many 
couples where weddings 
had to be postponed be-
cause of the restrictions 
imposed by the COVID-19 
shutdowns. Most likely 
you’ll not be invited to the 
civil ceremony but are 
invited to the shower and 
wedding.

What is the etiquette for 
gift-giving for these three 
occasions? — Friend of 
the Bride and Groom

Dear Friend of the 
Bride and Groom: One 
gift is A-OK. No reason-

able couple that has a “split ceremony,” 
as I’ve heard them called, expects double 
presents. Mail your gift and card to their 
home. You can send it around the civil cer-
emony or wait to send it around the larger 
wedding reception: Either is appropriate.

Dear Annie: My boyfriend and I were 
long distance for about a year. We met 
online and only spent a handful of days to-
gether in person during our relationship. 
Eventually, it became too much for him, 
and he broke up with me last year because 
of the distance.

I still have intense feelings for him. And 
I’m flying to his town later this year to tell 
him that I still love him, but I am afraid 
that he will reject me. 

Even though we never spent much time 
together in person, we had talked about 
our relationship being serious and com-
mitted. But by the end of our relationship, 
he just didn’t show any interest in me.

I know that he still loves me, but I’m 
wondering if he might be embarrassed 
to see me if I show up in his town unan-
nounced. Please tell me what to do. — 
Longing for My Long-Distance Lover

Dear Longing: To paraphrase Maya 
Angelou, when someone shows you how 
they feel about you, believe them the first 
time. Spare yourself the airfare and addi-
tional heartache: He’s not interested — or 
at least, not interested enough to make 
this work, and that’s what counts. The 
truth hurts, but it shall set you free. You 
deserve to be with someone who wants to 
be with you.

Dear Annie: I read the letter where 
a man got some interviews but not the 
job. I’ve trained thousands of employees 
around the world. I’ve seen a lot of inter-
views. Here are a few tips.

Leave your cellphone in the car. Wear 
nothing that’s gaudy or shiny, which could 
distract the interviewer from your eyes. 
Sit up straight and look the interviewer 
in the eyes. Don’t look down or sideways. 
It makes you look like you’re lying. Be 
relaxed and smile.

Never be without a $100 bill in your 
pocket: Money in our pocket gives us 
confidence. This is especially important 
for people in sales, as salespeople tend to 
sell to their own pocket. If they don’t have 
money, then they think their customer 
doesn’t either. Those people lose a lot of 
sales. — Larry

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

Question: I have wandered away 
from Bible reading. Does God forgive 
us when we get distracted? — D.B.

Answer: For those who have had 
a long-distance relationship with 
the Lord and His holy Word, renew 
acquaintance by praying to the 
Lord and opening up His Word. Read 

the gospel of John, 
considered one of the 
most profound books 
in the New Testa-
ment. The gospels of 
Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke work together 
with the book of 
John in telling the 
story of Jesus Christ 
and the sacrifice He 
made for mankind to 
find peace with God 
and to live according 
to His statutes and 
commands in order 
to have fulfilled 
lives.

The Bible says, “Oh, taste and see 
that the Lord is good; blessed is the 
man who trusts in Him” (Psalm 
34:8). Often doctors prescribe spe-
cial diets to the sick rather than pre-
scription drugs. Carefully followed 
dietary orders can bring the body 
back to a healthy state. This is the 
principle of reading, believing, and 
studying God’s Word when it comes 
to having a healthy spiritual life.

Jesus said, “Those who are well 
have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick” (Matthew 9:12). 
The whole world is sick with sin. 
This disease has permeated our 
minds, bodies and souls. Christ has 
provided the cure. We must open 
our hearts to Him and let Him cut 
away the sin that clouds and dark-
ens our minds. He promises to bring 
healing through salvation found 
only in Him.

There is a fountain of inspiration 
found in Scripture, and there we find 
the Lord’s practical counsel and sure 
guidance. It’s a treasure chest of wis-
dom, and it shouldn’t be tapped only 
when we find ourselves in need, but 
at all times, praising Him for the gift 
of His infinite knowledge. Lay hold 
of the storehouse of God’s love and 
“grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 
Peter 3:18).

(This column is based on the words 
and writings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

REV. BILLY Graham ‘s nondenominational 
Q&A column has been at the forefront of reli-
gious discourse for more than 60 years.
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During this period of COVID-19, I 
have been talking in recent columns 
about simple things moms and other 
caregivers of children from birth to 
2 years old can do to help their child 
succeed, a goal that every parent has 
for his or her child.

I subscribe to BabyTalk, a newslet-
ter from the University 
of North Carolina. 
You can, too. 

It’s monthly, free 
and has great arti-
cles on babies. It’s 
available in English 
and Spanish. You can 
subscribe via email at 
subscribe-babytalk@
listservc.unc.edu. 

A recent article 
states, “Reading ... 
playing … and talking 
with your baby or 
toddler are fun ways 
to bond. New re-

search finds that simple activities like 
these can also help them in later life.  
Researchers at Purdue Univeristy 
studied more than 1,300 families 
and followed their children from one 
month to 15 years old. They evaluated 
how mother and caregivers interacted 
with their little ones when they were 
6, 15, 24 and 36 months. Later the sci-
entists analyzed the children’s math 
and vocabulary scores” when they 
were older.

“Results show that moms and care-
givers who provided a more stimulat-
ing and responsive interactions with 
their babies and toddlers during the 
first three years of life had children 
who performed better on both math 
and vocabulary assessments.” (Baby-
Talk, April, 2020)

This is not rocket science. What 
matters to your children’s achieve-
ment are simple things I discussed in 
earlier columns — regularly talking 
to your child about what he and you 
are doing and the world around, pro-
viding positive and constructive feed-
back, taking you cues from what your 
baby or toddler is doing or saying and 
build on that by asking questions, 
being supportive and responding to 
your child warmly, lovingly.

This is the purpose of BabyRead, a 
nonprofit organization I founded and 
run, made up of 50-plus volunteers.

What you do as a parent or care-
taker in the first few years of life has 
huge payoffs to your child’s ability to 
succeed later in school, in jobs and 
life in general.

You can read every day to your 
baby or toddler for 30 minutes, say, at 
bedtime, and this will make all the 
difference.

You can talk to your child as you 
change her diaper, go to the super-
market or make dinner. All of this 
can be done during this COVID-19 
pandemic.

Being a good reader is at the core 
of almost everything your baby or 
toddler will do later in school.

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/ care-
givers and their children from birth to 2 years, when 
the brain grows the most, and to encourage them 
to read every day to their babies. We read (free) 
twice each month in public libraries and schools and 
now, during COVID-19, we drop off free hardboard 
books monthly and stay in touch with our families 
regularly by phone or text. To help, contact director 
Caren von Hippel at babyread@charter.net, call 
(864) 643-8083 or visit babyread.org.

Dear Annie: What’s the correct eti-
quette for giving gifts for “reverse order” 
weddings? I have seen several times where 
a couple will first have a small civil cer-
emony to get married without the imme-
diate expense of a formal wedding. Later, 
they have a formal wedding and reception, 
with the wedding shower being held before 

that date. This actually has 
had to be done by many 
couples where weddings 
had to be postponed be-
cause of the restrictions 
imposed by the COVID-19 
shutdowns. Most likely 
you’ll not be invited to the 
civil ceremony but are 
invited to the shower and 
wedding.

What is the etiquette for 
gift-giving for these three 
occasions? — Friend of 
the Bride and Groom

Dear Friend of the 
Bride and Groom: One 
gift is A-OK. No reason-

able couple that has a “split ceremony,” 
as I’ve heard them called, expects double 
presents. Mail your gift and card to their 
home. You can send it around the civil cer-
emony or wait to send it around the larger 
wedding reception: Either is appropriate.

Dear Annie: My boyfriend and I were 
long distance for about a year. We met 
online and only spent a handful of days to-
gether in person during our relationship. 
Eventually, it became too much for him, 
and he broke up with me last year because 
of the distance.

I still have intense feelings for him. And 
I’m flying to his town later this year to tell 
him that I still love him, but I am afraid 
that he will reject me. 

Even though we never spent much time 
together in person, we had talked about 
our relationship being serious and com-
mitted. But by the end of our relationship, 
he just didn’t show any interest in me.

I know that he still loves me, but I’m 
wondering if he might be embarrassed 
to see me if I show up in his town unan-
nounced. Please tell me what to do. — 
Longing for My Long-Distance Lover

Dear Longing: To paraphrase Maya 
Angelou, when someone shows you how 
they feel about you, believe them the first 
time. Spare yourself the airfare and addi-
tional heartache: He’s not interested — or 
at least, not interested enough to make 
this work, and that’s what counts. The 
truth hurts, but it shall set you free. You 
deserve to be with someone who wants to 
be with you.

Dear Annie: I read the letter where 
a man got some interviews but not the 
job. I’ve trained thousands of employees 
around the world. I’ve seen a lot of inter-
views. Here are a few tips.

Leave your cellphone in the car. Wear 
nothing that’s gaudy or shiny, which could 
distract the interviewer from your eyes. 
Sit up straight and look the interviewer 
in the eyes. Don’t look down or sideways. 
It makes you look like you’re lying. Be 
relaxed and smile.

Never be without a $100 bill in your 
pocket: Money in our pocket gives us 
confidence. This is especially important 
for people in sales, as salespeople tend to 
sell to their own pocket. If they don’t have 
money, then they think their customer 
doesn’t either. Those people lose a lot of 
sales. — Larry

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

Question: I have wandered away 
from Bible reading. Does God forgive 
us when we get distracted? — D.B.

Answer: For those who have had 
a long-distance relationship with 
the Lord and His holy Word, renew 
acquaintance by praying to the 
Lord and opening up His Word. Read 

the gospel of John, 
considered one of the 
most profound books 
in the New Testa-
ment. The gospels of 
Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke work together 
with the book of 
John in telling the 
story of Jesus Christ 
and the sacrifice He 
made for mankind to 
find peace with God 
and to live according 
to His statutes and 
commands in order 
to have fulfilled 
lives.

The Bible says, “Oh, taste and see 
that the Lord is good; blessed is the 
man who trusts in Him” (Psalm 
34:8). Often doctors prescribe spe-
cial diets to the sick rather than pre-
scription drugs. Carefully followed 
dietary orders can bring the body 
back to a healthy state. This is the 
principle of reading, believing, and 
studying God’s Word when it comes 
to having a healthy spiritual life.

Jesus said, “Those who are well 
have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick” (Matthew 9:12). 
The whole world is sick with sin. 
This disease has permeated our 
minds, bodies and souls. Christ has 
provided the cure. We must open 
our hearts to Him and let Him cut 
away the sin that clouds and dark-
ens our minds. He promises to bring 
healing through salvation found 
only in Him.

There is a fountain of inspiration 
found in Scripture, and there we find 
the Lord’s practical counsel and sure 
guidance. It’s a treasure chest of wis-
dom, and it shouldn’t be tapped only 
when we find ourselves in need, but 
at all times, praising Him for the gift 
of His infinite knowledge. Lay hold 
of the storehouse of God’s love and 
“grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 
Peter 3:18).

(This column is based on the words 
and writings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

REV. BILLY Graham ‘s nondenominational 
Q&A column has been at the forefront of reli-
gious discourse for more than 60 years.
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During this period of COVID-19, I 
have been talking in recent columns 
about simple things moms and other 
caregivers of children from birth to 
2 years old can do to help their child 
succeed, a goal that every parent has 
for his or her child.

I subscribe to BabyTalk, a newslet-
ter from the University 
of North Carolina. 
You can, too. 

It’s monthly, free 
and has great arti-
cles on babies. It’s 
available in English 
and Spanish. You can 
subscribe via email at 
subscribe-babytalk@
listservc.unc.edu. 

A recent article 
states, “Reading ... 
playing … and talking 
with your baby or 
toddler are fun ways 
to bond. New re-

search finds that simple activities like 
these can also help them in later life.  
Researchers at Purdue Univeristy 
studied more than 1,300 families 
and followed their children from one 
month to 15 years old. They evaluated 
how mother and caregivers interacted 
with their little ones when they were 
6, 15, 24 and 36 months. Later the sci-
entists analyzed the children’s math 
and vocabulary scores” when they 
were older.

“Results show that moms and care-
givers who provided a more stimulat-
ing and responsive interactions with 
their babies and toddlers during the 
first three years of life had children 
who performed better on both math 
and vocabulary assessments.” (Baby-
Talk, April, 2020)

This is not rocket science. What 
matters to your children’s achieve-
ment are simple things I discussed in 
earlier columns — regularly talking 
to your child about what he and you 
are doing and the world around, pro-
viding positive and constructive feed-
back, taking you cues from what your 
baby or toddler is doing or saying and 
build on that by asking questions, 
being supportive and responding to 
your child warmly, lovingly.

This is the purpose of BabyRead, a 
nonprofit organization I founded and 
run, made up of 50-plus volunteers.

What you do as a parent or care-
taker in the first few years of life has 
huge payoffs to your child’s ability to 
succeed later in school, in jobs and 
life in general.

You can read every day to your 
baby or toddler for 30 minutes, say, at 
bedtime, and this will make all the 
difference.

You can talk to your child as you 
change her diaper, go to the super-
market or make dinner. All of this 
can be done during this COVID-19 
pandemic.

Being a good reader is at the core 
of almost everything your baby or 
toddler will do later in school.

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/ care-
givers and their children from birth to 2 years, when 
the brain grows the most, and to encourage them 
to read every day to their babies. We read (free) 
twice each month in public libraries and schools and 
now, during COVID-19, we drop off free hardboard 
books monthly and stay in touch with our families 
regularly by phone or text. To help, contact director 
Caren von Hippel at babyread@charter.net, call 
(864) 643-8083 or visit babyread.org.

Dear Annie: What’s the correct eti-
quette for giving gifts for “reverse order” 
weddings? I have seen several times where 
a couple will first have a small civil cer-
emony to get married without the imme-
diate expense of a formal wedding. Later, 
they have a formal wedding and reception, 
with the wedding shower being held before 

that date. This actually has 
had to be done by many 
couples where weddings 
had to be postponed be-
cause of the restrictions 
imposed by the COVID-19 
shutdowns. Most likely 
you’ll not be invited to the 
civil ceremony but are 
invited to the shower and 
wedding.

What is the etiquette for 
gift-giving for these three 
occasions? — Friend of 
the Bride and Groom

Dear Friend of the 
Bride and Groom: One 
gift is A-OK. No reason-

able couple that has a “split ceremony,” 
as I’ve heard them called, expects double 
presents. Mail your gift and card to their 
home. You can send it around the civil cer-
emony or wait to send it around the larger 
wedding reception: Either is appropriate.

Dear Annie: My boyfriend and I were 
long distance for about a year. We met 
online and only spent a handful of days to-
gether in person during our relationship. 
Eventually, it became too much for him, 
and he broke up with me last year because 
of the distance.

I still have intense feelings for him. And 
I’m flying to his town later this year to tell 
him that I still love him, but I am afraid 
that he will reject me. 

Even though we never spent much time 
together in person, we had talked about 
our relationship being serious and com-
mitted. But by the end of our relationship, 
he just didn’t show any interest in me.

I know that he still loves me, but I’m 
wondering if he might be embarrassed 
to see me if I show up in his town unan-
nounced. Please tell me what to do. — 
Longing for My Long-Distance Lover

Dear Longing: To paraphrase Maya 
Angelou, when someone shows you how 
they feel about you, believe them the first 
time. Spare yourself the airfare and addi-
tional heartache: He’s not interested — or 
at least, not interested enough to make 
this work, and that’s what counts. The 
truth hurts, but it shall set you free. You 
deserve to be with someone who wants to 
be with you.

Dear Annie: I read the letter where 
a man got some interviews but not the 
job. I’ve trained thousands of employees 
around the world. I’ve seen a lot of inter-
views. Here are a few tips.

Leave your cellphone in the car. Wear 
nothing that’s gaudy or shiny, which could 
distract the interviewer from your eyes. 
Sit up straight and look the interviewer 
in the eyes. Don’t look down or sideways. 
It makes you look like you’re lying. Be 
relaxed and smile.

Never be without a $100 bill in your 
pocket: Money in our pocket gives us 
confidence. This is especially important 
for people in sales, as salespeople tend to 
sell to their own pocket. If they don’t have 
money, then they think their customer 
doesn’t either. Those people lose a lot of 
sales. — Larry

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

Question: I have wandered away 
from Bible reading. Does God forgive 
us when we get distracted? — D.B.

Answer: For those who have had 
a long-distance relationship with 
the Lord and His holy Word, renew 
acquaintance by praying to the 
Lord and opening up His Word. Read 

the gospel of John, 
considered one of the 
most profound books 
in the New Testa-
ment. The gospels of 
Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke work together 
with the book of 
John in telling the 
story of Jesus Christ 
and the sacrifice He 
made for mankind to 
find peace with God 
and to live according 
to His statutes and 
commands in order 
to have fulfilled 
lives.

The Bible says, “Oh, taste and see 
that the Lord is good; blessed is the 
man who trusts in Him” (Psalm 
34:8). Often doctors prescribe spe-
cial diets to the sick rather than pre-
scription drugs. Carefully followed 
dietary orders can bring the body 
back to a healthy state. This is the 
principle of reading, believing, and 
studying God’s Word when it comes 
to having a healthy spiritual life.

Jesus said, “Those who are well 
have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick” (Matthew 9:12). 
The whole world is sick with sin. 
This disease has permeated our 
minds, bodies and souls. Christ has 
provided the cure. We must open 
our hearts to Him and let Him cut 
away the sin that clouds and dark-
ens our minds. He promises to bring 
healing through salvation found 
only in Him.

There is a fountain of inspiration 
found in Scripture, and there we find 
the Lord’s practical counsel and sure 
guidance. It’s a treasure chest of wis-
dom, and it shouldn’t be tapped only 
when we find ourselves in need, but 
at all times, praising Him for the gift 
of His infinite knowledge. Lay hold 
of the storehouse of God’s love and 
“grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 
Peter 3:18).

(This column is based on the words 
and writings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

REV. BILLY Graham ‘s nondenominational 
Q&A column has been at the forefront of reli-
gious discourse for more than 60 years.
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Hello, everyone! All of us in the midst 
of this COVID-19 pandemic are thinking 
of ways to refashion their lives to remain 
safe — social distancing, wearing masks, 
washing hands often.

Child Trends website (childtrends.
org) had an article in July, written by 
Asiya Kazi and Sarah Daily, about ways 

parents can help their 
babies and toddlers. 
Hopefully many have 
already been doing these 
activities. The article re-
inforces the importance 
and value of reading, 
singing and talking with 
your baby and toddler 
every day.

“Here’s an easy, 
evidence-based, and low-
cost investment … to pro-
mote young children’s 
development, empower 
parents and strengthen 
families: Encourage par-

ents and other caregivers to read, sing, 
and tell stories to their children. It’s that 
simple.

“Sometimes easier said than done, like 
when you are told to do more exercise 
and eat fewer calories to lose weight. 
What if the mom or primary caregiver 
is also working now, with the combined 
stress of economic instability and unpre-
dictable work schedules? Not much time 
left over.

“The first three years of life are criti-
cal for parent-child bonding. Nurturing 
care and protection provided to chil-
dren during this time period promote 
their development, mental health 
and resiliency across the life span. 
In particular, reading, singing and 
storytelling to infants on a daily basis 
have been demonstrated to advance 
children’s health and socioemotional 
development.

“Why is that, particularly before ba-
bies have started to talk?

“Reading to infants supports their 
emergent literacy skills, increases 
parents’ positive views of the bonds they 
share with their infants and fosters 
infants’ cognitive and socioeconomic de-
velopment. Similarly, singing to infants 
can soothe them and reduce their stress 
levels, while story telling can improve 
recall ability among young children …” 
(all quotes Kazi and Daily, July 2020).

All those benefits just from daily read-
ing, singing and storytelling? Yes.

Singing and storytelling can be done 
when moms and other caretakers are do-
ing other tasks, such as making dinner, 
washing dishes, changing diapers, going 
to the supermarket with their child. The 
routine of reading your child, from birth, 
a bedtime story, has profound positive 
impacts on your child.

A BabyRead reader, who is a retired 
registered nurse, reports that when she 
was working in the premature baby unit 
of a hospital, at feeding time, the goal, 
of course, was to get the preemie babies 
to eat as much as possible. This was not 
easy.

She found that when she sang to each 
preemie, even with her “horrible” sing-
ing voice, the preemie ate more of the 
bottle she was giving the child. So, she 
continued doing this. The other nurses 
in the preemie unit followed suit.

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with children and 
their moms starting at birth. To find out what Baby-
Read is doing during Covid 19, contact our director, 
Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@ charter.net or 
(864) 643-8083. babyread.org. We need readers!

Dear Annie: You’ve probably heard 
this story a hundred times before. One of 
my daughters is in an abusive marriage. 
It is verbal abuse. Her husband is incred-
ibly controlling: My daughter has no 
access to money or even mail. She has no 
freedom of choice in what she does, and 
he attempts to isolate her from family. He 

manipulates every situa-
tion to his advantage. 

My daughter knows 
she has full support from 
her parents and siblings, 
yet she freezes when she 
thinks of actually taking 
the step to leave him. 
They have a 6-year-old 
daughter who seems emo-
tionally fragile; I suspect 
this is from what she has 
observed at home. 

How do I support my 
daughter when I am so 
frustrated and saddened 
by how broken she is? 
What do I say to assure 

her that I am ready to help her, but she has 
to do the heavy lifting? — Always a Mom

Dear Always: I know it’s frustrating 
and heartbreaking to watch a loved one 
in an abusive relationship. But if your 
daughter feels as though you’re angry 
or frustrated with her, it only plays 
into his hand. You must keep the faith 
and keep the patience. According to the 
National Domestic Violence Hotline, 
on average a survivor will leave their 
abuser seven times before leaving them 
for good. And it isn’t because they’re 
broken or weak; it’s because it’s an 
extremely difficult situation for anyone 
to leave, for a variety of reasons. The 
more you understand the complexities 
of abuse, the more you will sympa-
thize with your daughter’s apparent 
hesitation. Visit thehotline.org or call 
1-800-799-7233 anytime for information, 
resources and support. 

Dear Annie: “Deliberating Diarist” 
and others who have asked about what 
to do with a diary of their most intimate 
thoughts and experiences might do well 
to take the long view. As a historian, I 
have read many diaries, journals and 
memoirs, some of which were never 
intended to be read by someone decades 
or even centuries later.

What I have found in those diaries is 
the spirit of people who conquered life’s 
tragedies and difficulties and moved 
forward often to a good life. Personal 
diaries can be roadmaps for future gen-
erations. They help us navigate our own 
rocky roads.

“Deliberating Diarist” has a great trea-
sure in her complete diary. Her children 
will see her and her husband’s struggles 
and their triumph over alcoholism. This 
might increase their affection and ad-
miration for their grandfather and offer 
lessons in persistence and love. Even the 
saddest diaries help us understand how 
real lives are lived and help us find beau-
ty and goodness in our own lives. 

For those who are wondering about 
leaving a diary to a historic institution, 
they should ask if their diary can be set 
aside for some period of time — maybe 
50 years — so that sensitive names and 
events will not hurt living people. This 
is often possible and eventually gives 
historians the raw material from which 
we recreate the history of ordinary 
people. — Historian

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

Question: Many people in the 
world brag on the knowledge that 
mankind has accumulated, and it 
seems that arrogance of what has 
been accomplished through educa-
tion has been idolized. What is the 
difference between man’s wisdom 
and God’s wisdom? — T.W.

Answer: There is 
more knowledge in 
the world today than 
ever before. Com-
puters can transmit 
information in a 
millisecond to any 
part of the globe by 
satellite. More in-
formation has been 
processed, more 
facts discovered in 
this century, than 
in all of the other 
centuries of human 
history combined.

Yet man has never 
been further from 

solving his basic problems, the basis 
of which is alienation from others. 
It is this alienation which produces 
wars, crime, and all of the other 
social ills. The United Nations was 
supposed to be a forum in which 
people could resolve their differenc-
es. Instead, it has been a forum for 
magnifying them.

The Bible says there are two kinds 
of wisdom in the world. First, there 
is wisdom that is given by God, a 
wisdom which, after the mind of 
Christ, views life in terms of eter-
nity. Of this wisdom, the Scripture 
says, “But the wisdom that is from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality 
and without hypocrisy” (James 
3:17).

The second is the “wisdom of the 
world” which, God says, “I will 
destroy the wisdom of the wise” (1 
Corinthians 1:19).

The troubles and problems of the 
human race have stemmed from the 
fact that it has followed the wisdom 
of the world rather than the wis-
dom of the Lord. Each person has 
the equal opportunity of choosing 
which kind of wisdom they will 
choose. “The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom” (Psalm 
111:10).

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late Rev. 
Billy Graham.)

REV. BILLY Graham’s informative approach 
has kept his Q&A column at the forefront of 
religious discourse for more than 60 years.
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Hello, everyone! All of us in the midst 
of this COVID-19 pandemic are thinking 
of ways to refashion their lives to remain 
safe — social distancing, wearing masks, 
washing hands often.

Child Trends website (childtrends.
org) had an article in July, written by 
Asiya Kazi and Sarah Daily, about ways 

parents can help their 
babies and toddlers. 
Hopefully many have 
already been doing these 
activities. The article re-
inforces the importance 
and value of reading, 
singing and talking with 
your baby and toddler 
every day.

“Here’s an easy, 
evidence-based, and low-
cost investment … to pro-
mote young children’s 
development, empower 
parents and strengthen 
families: Encourage par-

ents and other caregivers to read, sing, 
and tell stories to their children. It’s that 
simple.

“Sometimes easier said than done, like 
when you are told to do more exercise 
and eat fewer calories to lose weight. 
What if the mom or primary caregiver 
is also working now, with the combined 
stress of economic instability and unpre-
dictable work schedules? Not much time 
left over.

“The first three years of life are criti-
cal for parent-child bonding. Nurturing 
care and protection provided to chil-
dren during this time period promote 
their development, mental health 
and resiliency across the life span. 
In particular, reading, singing and 
storytelling to infants on a daily basis 
have been demonstrated to advance 
children’s health and socioemotional 
development.

“Why is that, particularly before ba-
bies have started to talk?

“Reading to infants supports their 
emergent literacy skills, increases 
parents’ positive views of the bonds they 
share with their infants and fosters 
infants’ cognitive and socioeconomic de-
velopment. Similarly, singing to infants 
can soothe them and reduce their stress 
levels, while story telling can improve 
recall ability among young children …” 
(all quotes Kazi and Daily, July 2020).

All those benefits just from daily read-
ing, singing and storytelling? Yes.

Singing and storytelling can be done 
when moms and other caretakers are do-
ing other tasks, such as making dinner, 
washing dishes, changing diapers, going 
to the supermarket with their child. The 
routine of reading your child, from birth, 
a bedtime story, has profound positive 
impacts on your child.

A BabyRead reader, who is a retired 
registered nurse, reports that when she 
was working in the premature baby unit 
of a hospital, at feeding time, the goal, 
of course, was to get the preemie babies 
to eat as much as possible. This was not 
easy.

She found that when she sang to each 
preemie, even with her “horrible” sing-
ing voice, the preemie ate more of the 
bottle she was giving the child. So, she 
continued doing this. The other nurses 
in the preemie unit followed suit.

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with children and 
their moms starting at birth. To find out what Baby-
Read is doing during Covid 19, contact our director, 
Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@ charter.net or 
(864) 643-8083. babyread.org. We need readers!

Dear Annie: You’ve probably heard 
this story a hundred times before. One of 
my daughters is in an abusive marriage. 
It is verbal abuse. Her husband is incred-
ibly controlling: My daughter has no 
access to money or even mail. She has no 
freedom of choice in what she does, and 
he attempts to isolate her from family. He 

manipulates every situa-
tion to his advantage. 

My daughter knows 
she has full support from 
her parents and siblings, 
yet she freezes when she 
thinks of actually taking 
the step to leave him. 
They have a 6-year-old 
daughter who seems emo-
tionally fragile; I suspect 
this is from what she has 
observed at home. 

How do I support my 
daughter when I am so 
frustrated and saddened 
by how broken she is? 
What do I say to assure 

her that I am ready to help her, but she has 
to do the heavy lifting? — Always a Mom

Dear Always: I know it’s frustrating 
and heartbreaking to watch a loved one 
in an abusive relationship. But if your 
daughter feels as though you’re angry 
or frustrated with her, it only plays 
into his hand. You must keep the faith 
and keep the patience. According to the 
National Domestic Violence Hotline, 
on average a survivor will leave their 
abuser seven times before leaving them 
for good. And it isn’t because they’re 
broken or weak; it’s because it’s an 
extremely difficult situation for anyone 
to leave, for a variety of reasons. The 
more you understand the complexities 
of abuse, the more you will sympa-
thize with your daughter’s apparent 
hesitation. Visit thehotline.org or call 
1-800-799-7233 anytime for information, 
resources and support. 

Dear Annie: “Deliberating Diarist” 
and others who have asked about what 
to do with a diary of their most intimate 
thoughts and experiences might do well 
to take the long view. As a historian, I 
have read many diaries, journals and 
memoirs, some of which were never 
intended to be read by someone decades 
or even centuries later.

What I have found in those diaries is 
the spirit of people who conquered life’s 
tragedies and difficulties and moved 
forward often to a good life. Personal 
diaries can be roadmaps for future gen-
erations. They help us navigate our own 
rocky roads.

“Deliberating Diarist” has a great trea-
sure in her complete diary. Her children 
will see her and her husband’s struggles 
and their triumph over alcoholism. This 
might increase their affection and ad-
miration for their grandfather and offer 
lessons in persistence and love. Even the 
saddest diaries help us understand how 
real lives are lived and help us find beau-
ty and goodness in our own lives. 

For those who are wondering about 
leaving a diary to a historic institution, 
they should ask if their diary can be set 
aside for some period of time — maybe 
50 years — so that sensitive names and 
events will not hurt living people. This 
is often possible and eventually gives 
historians the raw material from which 
we recreate the history of ordinary 
people. — Historian

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

Question: Many people in the 
world brag on the knowledge that 
mankind has accumulated, and it 
seems that arrogance of what has 
been accomplished through educa-
tion has been idolized. What is the 
difference between man’s wisdom 
and God’s wisdom? — T.W.

Answer: There is 
more knowledge in 
the world today than 
ever before. Com-
puters can transmit 
information in a 
millisecond to any 
part of the globe by 
satellite. More in-
formation has been 
processed, more 
facts discovered in 
this century, than 
in all of the other 
centuries of human 
history combined.

Yet man has never 
been further from 

solving his basic problems, the basis 
of which is alienation from others. 
It is this alienation which produces 
wars, crime, and all of the other 
social ills. The United Nations was 
supposed to be a forum in which 
people could resolve their differenc-
es. Instead, it has been a forum for 
magnifying them.

The Bible says there are two kinds 
of wisdom in the world. First, there 
is wisdom that is given by God, a 
wisdom which, after the mind of 
Christ, views life in terms of eter-
nity. Of this wisdom, the Scripture 
says, “But the wisdom that is from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality 
and without hypocrisy” (James 
3:17).

The second is the “wisdom of the 
world” which, God says, “I will 
destroy the wisdom of the wise” (1 
Corinthians 1:19).

The troubles and problems of the 
human race have stemmed from the 
fact that it has followed the wisdom 
of the world rather than the wis-
dom of the Lord. Each person has 
the equal opportunity of choosing 
which kind of wisdom they will 
choose. “The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom” (Psalm 
111:10).

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late Rev. 
Billy Graham.)

REV. BILLY Graham’s informative approach 
has kept his Q&A column at the forefront of 
religious discourse for more than 60 years.
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Hello, everyone! All of us in the midst 
of this COVID-19 pandemic are thinking 
of ways to refashion their lives to remain 
safe — social distancing, wearing masks, 
washing hands often.

Child Trends website (childtrends.
org) had an article in July, written by 
Asiya Kazi and Sarah Daily, about ways 

parents can help their 
babies and toddlers. 
Hopefully many have 
already been doing these 
activities. The article re-
inforces the importance 
and value of reading, 
singing and talking with 
your baby and toddler 
every day.

“Here’s an easy, 
evidence-based, and low-
cost investment … to pro-
mote young children’s 
development, empower 
parents and strengthen 
families: Encourage par-

ents and other caregivers to read, sing, 
and tell stories to their children. It’s that 
simple.

“Sometimes easier said than done, like 
when you are told to do more exercise 
and eat fewer calories to lose weight. 
What if the mom or primary caregiver 
is also working now, with the combined 
stress of economic instability and unpre-
dictable work schedules? Not much time 
left over.

“The first three years of life are criti-
cal for parent-child bonding. Nurturing 
care and protection provided to chil-
dren during this time period promote 
their development, mental health 
and resiliency across the life span. 
In particular, reading, singing and 
storytelling to infants on a daily basis 
have been demonstrated to advance 
children’s health and socioemotional 
development.

“Why is that, particularly before ba-
bies have started to talk?

“Reading to infants supports their 
emergent literacy skills, increases 
parents’ positive views of the bonds they 
share with their infants and fosters 
infants’ cognitive and socioeconomic de-
velopment. Similarly, singing to infants 
can soothe them and reduce their stress 
levels, while story telling can improve 
recall ability among young children …” 
(all quotes Kazi and Daily, July 2020).

All those benefits just from daily read-
ing, singing and storytelling? Yes.

Singing and storytelling can be done 
when moms and other caretakers are do-
ing other tasks, such as making dinner, 
washing dishes, changing diapers, going 
to the supermarket with their child. The 
routine of reading your child, from birth, 
a bedtime story, has profound positive 
impacts on your child.

A BabyRead reader, who is a retired 
registered nurse, reports that when she 
was working in the premature baby unit 
of a hospital, at feeding time, the goal, 
of course, was to get the preemie babies 
to eat as much as possible. This was not 
easy.

She found that when she sang to each 
preemie, even with her “horrible” sing-
ing voice, the preemie ate more of the 
bottle she was giving the child. So, she 
continued doing this. The other nurses 
in the preemie unit followed suit.

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with children and 
their moms starting at birth. To find out what Baby-
Read is doing during Covid 19, contact our director, 
Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@ charter.net or 
(864) 643-8083. babyread.org. We need readers!

Dear Annie: You’ve probably heard 
this story a hundred times before. One of 
my daughters is in an abusive marriage. 
It is verbal abuse. Her husband is incred-
ibly controlling: My daughter has no 
access to money or even mail. She has no 
freedom of choice in what she does, and 
he attempts to isolate her from family. He 

manipulates every situa-
tion to his advantage. 

My daughter knows 
she has full support from 
her parents and siblings, 
yet she freezes when she 
thinks of actually taking 
the step to leave him. 
They have a 6-year-old 
daughter who seems emo-
tionally fragile; I suspect 
this is from what she has 
observed at home. 

How do I support my 
daughter when I am so 
frustrated and saddened 
by how broken she is? 
What do I say to assure 

her that I am ready to help her, but she has 
to do the heavy lifting? — Always a Mom

Dear Always: I know it’s frustrating 
and heartbreaking to watch a loved one 
in an abusive relationship. But if your 
daughter feels as though you’re angry 
or frustrated with her, it only plays 
into his hand. You must keep the faith 
and keep the patience. According to the 
National Domestic Violence Hotline, 
on average a survivor will leave their 
abuser seven times before leaving them 
for good. And it isn’t because they’re 
broken or weak; it’s because it’s an 
extremely difficult situation for anyone 
to leave, for a variety of reasons. The 
more you understand the complexities 
of abuse, the more you will sympa-
thize with your daughter’s apparent 
hesitation. Visit thehotline.org or call 
1-800-799-7233 anytime for information, 
resources and support. 

Dear Annie: “Deliberating Diarist” 
and others who have asked about what 
to do with a diary of their most intimate 
thoughts and experiences might do well 
to take the long view. As a historian, I 
have read many diaries, journals and 
memoirs, some of which were never 
intended to be read by someone decades 
or even centuries later.

What I have found in those diaries is 
the spirit of people who conquered life’s 
tragedies and difficulties and moved 
forward often to a good life. Personal 
diaries can be roadmaps for future gen-
erations. They help us navigate our own 
rocky roads.

“Deliberating Diarist” has a great trea-
sure in her complete diary. Her children 
will see her and her husband’s struggles 
and their triumph over alcoholism. This 
might increase their affection and ad-
miration for their grandfather and offer 
lessons in persistence and love. Even the 
saddest diaries help us understand how 
real lives are lived and help us find beau-
ty and goodness in our own lives. 

For those who are wondering about 
leaving a diary to a historic institution, 
they should ask if their diary can be set 
aside for some period of time — maybe 
50 years — so that sensitive names and 
events will not hurt living people. This 
is often possible and eventually gives 
historians the raw material from which 
we recreate the history of ordinary 
people. — Historian

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

Question: Many people in the 
world brag on the knowledge that 
mankind has accumulated, and it 
seems that arrogance of what has 
been accomplished through educa-
tion has been idolized. What is the 
difference between man’s wisdom 
and God’s wisdom? — T.W.

Answer: There is 
more knowledge in 
the world today than 
ever before. Com-
puters can transmit 
information in a 
millisecond to any 
part of the globe by 
satellite. More in-
formation has been 
processed, more 
facts discovered in 
this century, than 
in all of the other 
centuries of human 
history combined.

Yet man has never 
been further from 

solving his basic problems, the basis 
of which is alienation from others. 
It is this alienation which produces 
wars, crime, and all of the other 
social ills. The United Nations was 
supposed to be a forum in which 
people could resolve their differenc-
es. Instead, it has been a forum for 
magnifying them.

The Bible says there are two kinds 
of wisdom in the world. First, there 
is wisdom that is given by God, a 
wisdom which, after the mind of 
Christ, views life in terms of eter-
nity. Of this wisdom, the Scripture 
says, “But the wisdom that is from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality 
and without hypocrisy” (James 
3:17).

The second is the “wisdom of the 
world” which, God says, “I will 
destroy the wisdom of the wise” (1 
Corinthians 1:19).

The troubles and problems of the 
human race have stemmed from the 
fact that it has followed the wisdom 
of the world rather than the wis-
dom of the Lord. Each person has 
the equal opportunity of choosing 
which kind of wisdom they will 
choose. “The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom” (Psalm 
111:10).

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late Rev. 
Billy Graham.)

REV. BILLY Graham’s informative approach 
has kept his Q&A column at the forefront of 
religious discourse for more than 60 years.

DEAR 
ANNIE  |
 
ANNIE 
LANE

MY 
ANSWER  |
 
BILLY 
GRAHAM

BABYREAD |

CAREN 
VON HIPPEL



 
 
 

 
 
 
The Journal September 12, 2020 Reading Aloud Benefits  

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2020  THE JOURNAL   B3

 | PAGE LABEL ODD |  

 | COMICS/COLUMNISTS |  

The value of reading aloud 
to babies and toddlers

Non Sequitur

Wumo

Luann

Bizarro

Cornered

The Flying McCoys

In The Bleachers

Shoe

Thatababy

 |     CROSSWORD ANSWERS |

Trials and tribulations 
of teaching

Greatest thing we can 
do is to proclaim the 
truth of Jesus Christ

The Wizard of Id

Hello, again. Today I want to discuss 
the value of reading aloud to your baby 
or toddler, particularly during this 
COVID-19 period.  

You may be busier than ever prepar-
ing your older children as they attend 
school in person, teaching them about 
masks and social distancing, or home-

schooling your older 
children with the help 
of online learning from 
the School District of 
Oconee County or you 
may have only one baby 
or toddler, which seems 
like plenty.

No matter what your 
situation, consider the 
importance of reading 
aloud to your baby or 
toddler. 

“‘Goodnight Moon’ 
has sold what I believe 
in the trade is known 
as a gazillion copies. 

Generations of children have listened 
as a grown-up reads … verses … that 
describe a little rabbit’s bedtime routine 
of bidding goodnight to the things in his 
room.”

The story is soothing and lulling 
which makes it a great bedtime story. 
But, as many researchers have point-
ed out, beneath the seeming quiet and 
tranquility, an incredible dynamism is 
going on.  

“Reading aloud really is a kind of mag-
ic elixir” for brain development. (“The 
Enchanted Hour: The Miraculous Power 
of Reading Aloud in the Age of Distrac-
tion” by Meghan Cox Gurdon, 2019.)

“Most of these things (in the brain) are 
going to develop normally (if there are 
not adverse circumstances) because they 
are genetically programmed. But the 
strength of these (neural) connections … 
is very responsive to stimulation. There 
is a maxim in neuroscience: ‘Nerves 
that fire together, wire together.’” (Dr. 
John Hutton, pediatrician, Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital.) 

Dr. Hutton’s research found that “the 
brains of young children whose parents 
read aloud to them, and who had access 
to more children’s books, had more ro-
bust activation (of their neural connec-
tions) than their peers. They had greater 
capacity to process what they were 
hearing, and at faster speeds.” They 
have a cognitive advantage over peers. 
This is what BabyRead, a free, nonprofit 
program, focuses on.

This advantage is given by parents, an-
other family member or an older sibling 
who every day reads aloud to the baby 
or toddler, even just for 20 to 30 minutes. 
This gift adults can give their babies 
and toddlers now. “Goodnight Moon” 
is a great book, but a person can read 
just about anything to a baby or toddler 
and have a significant cognitive impact.  
Since the baby doesn’t yet understand 
the meaning of words, you can just make 
up stories, although getting your child 
or children familiar and comfortable 
with books is very important to later 
being able to learn how to read and in-
creases your child’s vocabulary.

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with children 
and their moms starting at birth. To find out what 
BabyRead is doing during COVID-19, contact director 
Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@ charter.net 
or (864) 643-8083, www.babyread.org. We need 
readers! Some readers are reading face to face, 
outside, with masks and social distancing, others drop 
of books to participating moms and phone or text 
them weekly.

 Dear Annie: I was a high school 
teacher for nearly 40 years, and, before I 
landed a full-time public school job, spent 
a year or two as a substitute. I know the 
frustrations of students who assume you 
don’t matter because you’re not “our real 
teacher.” It can be even more annoying 
when the students are teenagers. Yes, 

parents should teach 
their children to respect 
the temporary teacher as 
they respect the regular 
one.

 I have been very 
careful to leave complete 
and easy-to-follow lesson 
plans every time I have 
had to be out — mostly 
for trainings or district 
responsibilities. One 
time, I even postponed 
driving all night to be 
at the arrival of my first 
grandchild in order to 
make sure there were 
lessons to carry into 

the week without me. I informed all 
my classes that I would back and that I 
would discuss with the substitute teach-
er any misbehavior in my absence. 

 I have had subs who didn’t bother to 
read my lessons left behind, and others 
who “couldn’t find” things left with 
stickies that labeled who was supposed to 
get what. That includes worksheets left 
directly under the instructions to hand 
them out. I had one substitute teacher 
who announced to the class that I was a 
slob. He spent the day taking everything 
out of my desk, sorting it, and replac-
ing it in different drawers. It took me 
weeks to find anything again, while the 
students, left without anything to do as 
he put my lesson in one of the drawers, 
watched him. A colleague had a substi-
tute announce that her lesson plan was 
“dumb” and ceremoniously throw it in 
the trash so he could talk about what he 
wanted to instead. 

 Then, of course, there were the substi-
tutes who really didn’t like kids, called 
them names, said they were stupid, made 
racist remarks — the list goes on and on. 
The few subs who really were educators, 
and the others who could be trusted to 
follow lesson plans, were fought over and 
worked every day they wanted to, but 
there weren’t enough to go around in our 
district.

 Students are quick to pick up that a 
sub hasn’t a clue or doesn’t like them. 
Some imply that they shouldn’t like their 
regular teacher, and others simply want 
to sit at the desk and eat, not doing the 
job assigned to them. When that hap-
pens, they are going to, at the least, try 
pushing the envelope, and, at most, be-
come obstinate. Not all subs are created 
equal, which is deeply unfortunate. 

— Recently Retired Educator
 Dear Retired Educator: It is unfor-

tunate that some substitute teachers 
don’t take teaching seriously and some 
students don’t respect the substitute 
teacher. The truth is that in every pro-
fession you get professionals who take 
their jobs seriously and do wonderful 
jobs. Sadly, you also get people who don’t 
try as hard or are not as good. We cannot 
change others; we can only be in charge 
of ourselves. Whatever your profession 
is, if you know that you gave it your all 
and tried your best, then you can put 
your head on your pillow and have a nice 
night’s sleep.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

Question: Many people believe that 
what the country has gone through 
in recent months is the beginning of 
Armageddon. I find myself longing 
for Heaven because the Bible promis-
es that those who follow Christ have 

this hope. People tell 
me I am just looking 
for an escape. How 
can I convince them 
that Heaven is more 
than an escape from 
this life? 

— H.H.
Answer: Life 

can be confusing 
and disappointing. 
Each generation has 
watched as great 
evils seem to win 
the day, asking God, 
“Why did You let this 
happen? It doesn’t 
make any sense.” But 

someday all our doubts and questions 
will be resolved, and we will under-
stand. As part of this we will be able 
to look back over our lives and rejoice 
in God’s goodness and grace to us 
fulfilled by His promises.

Heaven will indeed be joyous 
because all our burdens will be lifted 
— never to return. One of the Bible’s 
most comforting pictures of Heaven 
is that it will be a place of rest (Reve-
lation 14:13).

The Bible tells us a final truth about 
Heaven’s joy will be expressed itself 
in worshipping our Creator and Lord. 
We will see our Savior face-to-face.

It’s interesting that many people 
are looking for Armageddon yet deny 
the Christ who prophesied these 
things and the One who will bring 
them about, while His desire is that 
all people come to know Him as Lord.

The greatest thing we can do in this 
life is to proclaim the truth of Jesus 
Christ to those who have not yet 
come to know Him. This is our great 
commission. “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations... teaching 
them to observe all things that I have 
commanded... and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age” 
(Matthew 28:19-20).

(This column is based on the words 
and writings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

REV. BILLY Graham’s informative approach to 
his beliefs and his respectful examination of the 
beliefs of others have kept his nondenomina-
tional Q&A column at the forefront of religious 
discourse for more than 60 years.
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Hello, again. Today I want to discuss 
the value of reading aloud to your baby 
or toddler, particularly during this 
COVID-19 period.  

You may be busier than ever prepar-
ing your older children as they attend 
school in person, teaching them about 
masks and social distancing, or home-

schooling your older 
children with the help 
of online learning from 
the School District of 
Oconee County or you 
may have only one baby 
or toddler, which seems 
like plenty.

No matter what your 
situation, consider the 
importance of reading 
aloud to your baby or 
toddler. 

“‘Goodnight Moon’ 
has sold what I believe 
in the trade is known 
as a gazillion copies. 

Generations of children have listened 
as a grown-up reads … verses … that 
describe a little rabbit’s bedtime routine 
of bidding goodnight to the things in his 
room.”

The story is soothing and lulling 
which makes it a great bedtime story. 
But, as many researchers have point-
ed out, beneath the seeming quiet and 
tranquility, an incredible dynamism is 
going on.  

“Reading aloud really is a kind of mag-
ic elixir” for brain development. (“The 
Enchanted Hour: The Miraculous Power 
of Reading Aloud in the Age of Distrac-
tion” by Meghan Cox Gurdon, 2019.)

“Most of these things (in the brain) are 
going to develop normally (if there are 
not adverse circumstances) because they 
are genetically programmed. But the 
strength of these (neural) connections … 
is very responsive to stimulation. There 
is a maxim in neuroscience: ‘Nerves 
that fire together, wire together.’” (Dr. 
John Hutton, pediatrician, Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital.) 

Dr. Hutton’s research found that “the 
brains of young children whose parents 
read aloud to them, and who had access 
to more children’s books, had more ro-
bust activation (of their neural connec-
tions) than their peers. They had greater 
capacity to process what they were 
hearing, and at faster speeds.” They 
have a cognitive advantage over peers. 
This is what BabyRead, a free, nonprofit 
program, focuses on.

This advantage is given by parents, an-
other family member or an older sibling 
who every day reads aloud to the baby 
or toddler, even just for 20 to 30 minutes. 
This gift adults can give their babies 
and toddlers now. “Goodnight Moon” 
is a great book, but a person can read 
just about anything to a baby or toddler 
and have a significant cognitive impact.  
Since the baby doesn’t yet understand 
the meaning of words, you can just make 
up stories, although getting your child 
or children familiar and comfortable 
with books is very important to later 
being able to learn how to read and in-
creases your child’s vocabulary.

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with children 
and their moms starting at birth. To find out what 
BabyRead is doing during COVID-19, contact director 
Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@ charter.net 
or (864) 643-8083, www.babyread.org. We need 
readers! Some readers are reading face to face, 
outside, with masks and social distancing, others drop 
of books to participating moms and phone or text 
them weekly.

 Dear Annie: I was a high school 
teacher for nearly 40 years, and, before I 
landed a full-time public school job, spent 
a year or two as a substitute. I know the 
frustrations of students who assume you 
don’t matter because you’re not “our real 
teacher.” It can be even more annoying 
when the students are teenagers. Yes, 

parents should teach 
their children to respect 
the temporary teacher as 
they respect the regular 
one.

 I have been very 
careful to leave complete 
and easy-to-follow lesson 
plans every time I have 
had to be out — mostly 
for trainings or district 
responsibilities. One 
time, I even postponed 
driving all night to be 
at the arrival of my first 
grandchild in order to 
make sure there were 
lessons to carry into 

the week without me. I informed all 
my classes that I would back and that I 
would discuss with the substitute teach-
er any misbehavior in my absence. 

 I have had subs who didn’t bother to 
read my lessons left behind, and others 
who “couldn’t find” things left with 
stickies that labeled who was supposed to 
get what. That includes worksheets left 
directly under the instructions to hand 
them out. I had one substitute teacher 
who announced to the class that I was a 
slob. He spent the day taking everything 
out of my desk, sorting it, and replac-
ing it in different drawers. It took me 
weeks to find anything again, while the 
students, left without anything to do as 
he put my lesson in one of the drawers, 
watched him. A colleague had a substi-
tute announce that her lesson plan was 
“dumb” and ceremoniously throw it in 
the trash so he could talk about what he 
wanted to instead. 

 Then, of course, there were the substi-
tutes who really didn’t like kids, called 
them names, said they were stupid, made 
racist remarks — the list goes on and on. 
The few subs who really were educators, 
and the others who could be trusted to 
follow lesson plans, were fought over and 
worked every day they wanted to, but 
there weren’t enough to go around in our 
district.

 Students are quick to pick up that a 
sub hasn’t a clue or doesn’t like them. 
Some imply that they shouldn’t like their 
regular teacher, and others simply want 
to sit at the desk and eat, not doing the 
job assigned to them. When that hap-
pens, they are going to, at the least, try 
pushing the envelope, and, at most, be-
come obstinate. Not all subs are created 
equal, which is deeply unfortunate. 

— Recently Retired Educator
 Dear Retired Educator: It is unfor-

tunate that some substitute teachers 
don’t take teaching seriously and some 
students don’t respect the substitute 
teacher. The truth is that in every pro-
fession you get professionals who take 
their jobs seriously and do wonderful 
jobs. Sadly, you also get people who don’t 
try as hard or are not as good. We cannot 
change others; we can only be in charge 
of ourselves. Whatever your profession 
is, if you know that you gave it your all 
and tried your best, then you can put 
your head on your pillow and have a nice 
night’s sleep.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

Question: Many people believe that 
what the country has gone through 
in recent months is the beginning of 
Armageddon. I find myself longing 
for Heaven because the Bible promis-
es that those who follow Christ have 

this hope. People tell 
me I am just looking 
for an escape. How 
can I convince them 
that Heaven is more 
than an escape from 
this life? 

— H.H.
Answer: Life 

can be confusing 
and disappointing. 
Each generation has 
watched as great 
evils seem to win 
the day, asking God, 
“Why did You let this 
happen? It doesn’t 
make any sense.” But 

someday all our doubts and questions 
will be resolved, and we will under-
stand. As part of this we will be able 
to look back over our lives and rejoice 
in God’s goodness and grace to us 
fulfilled by His promises.

Heaven will indeed be joyous 
because all our burdens will be lifted 
— never to return. One of the Bible’s 
most comforting pictures of Heaven 
is that it will be a place of rest (Reve-
lation 14:13).

The Bible tells us a final truth about 
Heaven’s joy will be expressed itself 
in worshipping our Creator and Lord. 
We will see our Savior face-to-face.

It’s interesting that many people 
are looking for Armageddon yet deny 
the Christ who prophesied these 
things and the One who will bring 
them about, while His desire is that 
all people come to know Him as Lord.

The greatest thing we can do in this 
life is to proclaim the truth of Jesus 
Christ to those who have not yet 
come to know Him. This is our great 
commission. “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations... teaching 
them to observe all things that I have 
commanded... and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age” 
(Matthew 28:19-20).

(This column is based on the words 
and writings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

REV. BILLY Graham’s informative approach to 
his beliefs and his respectful examination of the 
beliefs of others have kept his nondenomina-
tional Q&A column at the forefront of religious 
discourse for more than 60 years.
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“If we want to get more kids in 
universities, we should invest in pre-
schools. Actually preschool is too late. 
Brain research underscores that the 
time of life that may shape adult out-
comes the most is pregnancy through 
2 or 3.”

This is the premise of BabyRead 
and what our volun-
teers are dedicated to. 
Encouraging moms 
and other caregivers 
to read daily to their 
children from birth. If 
your child is older, and 
you haven’t done this, 
start right now. Before 
your child enters kin-
dergarten, your child 
should be familiar 
and comfortable with 
books and stories.

 “The road to college 
attainment, higher 
wages and social 

mobility in the United States starts 
at birth,” notes James Heckman, a 
Nobel-winning economist (University 
of Chicago). “The greatest barrier to 
college education is not high tuitions 
or the risk of student debt; it’s the 
skills children have when they first 
enter kindergarten.

 “Heckman measures the economic 
savings from investments in early 
childhood - because less money is 
spent later on juvenile courts, prisons, 
health care and welfare - and calcu-
lates that early-education programs for 
needy kids pay for themselves several 
times over …

 “To be clear, what’s needed is not 
just education but also help for fami-
lies beginning in pregnancy, to reduce 
the risk that children will be born 
with addictions and to increase the 
prospect that they will be raised with 
a lot of play and conversation.”

And reading by adults or older chil-
dren in the family to the little ones.

“By age 4, a child of professionals 
has heard 30 million more words than 
a child on welfare. The best metric of 
child poverty may have to do not with 
income but with how often a child is 
spoken and read to.”

A book, “Too Many Children Left Be-
hind” (Russell Sage Foundation) notes 
that “60 to 70 percent of the achieve-
ment gap between rich and poor kids is 
already evident by kindergarten.”

You don’t have to be rich, to act like 
the rich people this study is discuss-
ing. Read daily to your child; have 
conversations with your child at any 
and all ages; listen to your child’s 
responses, from coos and babbles to 
one word sentences and respond with 
interest to what your child is inter-
ested in; read with your child on your 
lap, hugging your child and creating 
unforgettable emotional bonds; don’t 
let your baby watch TV or play with 
electronics. Try to put away your cell-
phone when you are with your child 
since she/he considers it toy. (Quotes 
from NY Times, “Too Small to Fail,” 
6.2016)

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with children and 
their moms starting at birth. To find out what Baby-
Read is doing during Covid 19, contact our director, 
Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@ charter.net 
or (864) 643-8083, www.babyread.org. We need 
readers! Some readers are reading face to face, 
outside, with masks and social distancing; others 
drop off books to participating moms and phone or 
text them weekly.

Dear Annie: My son and his fiancee 
are getting married next month at the 
courthouse in the city where they live. Due 
to their feelings about COVID-19 and the 
travel involved (they live in another state), 
family is not invited and they will only 
have their two attendants.

They plan on having another ceremony 
for family and friends in 
2022.

How are other families 
handling situations like 
these? I never thought I 
wouldn’t be invited to my 
son’s wedding. He is acting 
like it’s not a big deal, and 
I’m trying to respect that. 
But I’m a little hurt. We 
would’ve traveled there 
even if it is just at the 
courthouse.

Do we give them their 
wedding gift now or wait, 
or do both? — Sad Mom

Dear Sad Mom: My con-
gratulations on your son’s 

marriage and my sympathies that you 
can’t be there in person to see it officiated. 
Perhaps your son could set up his phone 
to stream a live video from the courthouse 
that you and other friends and family 
members can watch to feel more part of the 
ceremony.

As for the wedding present, it’s entirely 
up to you to give one now or wait until the 
friends-and-family ceremony. Both options 
are equally thoughtful.

As hard as it will be not to be there in 
person that day, keep in mind that your 
son doesn’t want you to be there precisely 
because he cares about you. And he’s wise 
to be cautious. There are many instances 
of weddings, even relatively small ones, 
becoming hotspots for COVID-19 transmis-
sion.

Take the Texas wedding in June at which 
at least 12 people were infected, including 
the 76-year-old grandfather of the groom 
and the stepmother of the groom, who 
missed the births of two grandchildren 
because she was sick and quarantining. 

Then in August, there was the Maine 
wedding that resulted in at least 170 cases 
and eight deaths. (None of the people who 
died had attended the wedding, but they 
were in contact with someone who did.) 

While a handful of people at the court-
house would pose less risk than a large 
reception, it’s still a risk.

Of course, it’s a huge disappointment 
that you won’t be there when your son is 
legally married. Looking at the big pic-
ture, though, you’ve raised a conscientious 
young man who has found the love of his 
life. In a bleak year, that is blissful news. 

Dear Annie: As a man nearing 40, my 
wife and I hit a stretch of low to no inti-
macy. I was always tired and had little 
interest. Finally, I got the nerve to visit a 
hormone specialist and discovered I had 
low testosterone. Testosterone replace-
ment therapy has saved our marriage and 
turned the clock back in the bedroom. I 
feel like I’m in my mid-20s.

It has helped tremendously with my 
overall mood and everyday life. If done 
correctly by the specialist, there are no ill 
effects on fertility, so having children will 
still be possible. — Revitalized

Dear Revitalized: Thanks for the tip. 
I encourage anyone experiencing low sex 
drive to talk to their doctors to suss out the 
underlying issue. It can sometimes signal 
serious health problems. 

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

Q: It is astounding to watch the 
decline within our borders. It’s 
unimaginable that Americans are 
destroying our cities and towns 
and take such pleasure in burning 
buildings, striking fear in their 
neighbors, and trampling over 
one another. It’s a testament that 

destruction of life 
doesn’t come by 
way of guns, but 
of wicked hearts, 
tongues, hands, and 
feet. Why do such 
people find pleasure 
in destroying one 
another? -- D.P.

A: The Bible says 
there can be plea-
sure in sin. But 
the Bible also says 
that sin’s pleasure 
is only for a season 
(Hebrews 11:25). 
Then it’s over, 
leaving people bitter 

and dissatisfied. A day of reckoning 
always comes. No one has ever com-
mitted a sin without having to pay 
for it in some way.

This is clear in the story of the 
Prodigal Son as written in Luke 
15. The boy had been reared in a 
wonderful home, with a father who 
worshiped God, loved his children 
and tried to raise them right. But 
this young man left home and 
wasted his inheritance on foolish 
and sinful living. And he paid the 
price, ending up living in a pigpen 
and eating with the pigs. That is 
how low he sank. Then he came to 
his senses and headed for home and 
found the wonderful forgiveness of 
a father who deeply loved and cared 
for him.

This is the story of God’s love for 
mankind. He stands waiting. He 
stands ready to forgive those who 
come to Him with a contrite heart. 
He welcomes home prodigals. No 
matter how far we wander or what 
embarrassment we have brought 
on, affecting ourselves and others, 
Jesus Christ forgives and restores. 
It doesn’t mean there aren’t con-
sequences, but He will be with us 
through it all and bring joy and 
victory to life. We must never give 
up on praying for redemption for 
those who destroy.

(This column is based on the words 
and writings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)

REV. BILLY Graham’s nondenominational Q&A 
column has been at the forefront of religious 
discourse for more than 60 years.
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universities, we should invest in pre-
schools. Actually preschool is too late. 
Brain research underscores that the 
time of life that may shape adult out-
comes the most is pregnancy through 
2 or 3.”

This is the premise of BabyRead 
and what our volun-
teers are dedicated to. 
Encouraging moms 
and other caregivers 
to read daily to their 
children from birth. If 
your child is older, and 
you haven’t done this, 
start right now. Before 
your child enters kin-
dergarten, your child 
should be familiar 
and comfortable with 
books and stories.

 “The road to college 
attainment, higher 
wages and social 

mobility in the United States starts 
at birth,” notes James Heckman, a 
Nobel-winning economist (University 
of Chicago). “The greatest barrier to 
college education is not high tuitions 
or the risk of student debt; it’s the 
skills children have when they first 
enter kindergarten.

 “Heckman measures the economic 
savings from investments in early 
childhood - because less money is 
spent later on juvenile courts, prisons, 
health care and welfare - and calcu-
lates that early-education programs for 
needy kids pay for themselves several 
times over …

 “To be clear, what’s needed is not 
just education but also help for fami-
lies beginning in pregnancy, to reduce 
the risk that children will be born 
with addictions and to increase the 
prospect that they will be raised with 
a lot of play and conversation.”

And reading by adults or older chil-
dren in the family to the little ones.

“By age 4, a child of professionals 
has heard 30 million more words than 
a child on welfare. The best metric of 
child poverty may have to do not with 
income but with how often a child is 
spoken and read to.”

A book, “Too Many Children Left Be-
hind” (Russell Sage Foundation) notes 
that “60 to 70 percent of the achieve-
ment gap between rich and poor kids is 
already evident by kindergarten.”

You don’t have to be rich, to act like 
the rich people this study is discuss-
ing. Read daily to your child; have 
conversations with your child at any 
and all ages; listen to your child’s 
responses, from coos and babbles to 
one word sentences and respond with 
interest to what your child is inter-
ested in; read with your child on your 
lap, hugging your child and creating 
unforgettable emotional bonds; don’t 
let your baby watch TV or play with 
electronics. Try to put away your cell-
phone when you are with your child 
since she/he considers it toy. (Quotes 
from NY Times, “Too Small to Fail,” 
6.2016)

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with children and 
their moms starting at birth. To find out what Baby-
Read is doing during Covid 19, contact our director, 
Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@ charter.net 
or (864) 643-8083, www.babyread.org. We need 
readers! Some readers are reading face to face, 
outside, with masks and social distancing; others 
drop off books to participating moms and phone or 
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Dear Annie: My son and his fiancee 
are getting married next month at the 
courthouse in the city where they live. Due 
to their feelings about COVID-19 and the 
travel involved (they live in another state), 
family is not invited and they will only 
have their two attendants.

They plan on having another ceremony 
for family and friends in 
2022.

How are other families 
handling situations like 
these? I never thought I 
wouldn’t be invited to my 
son’s wedding. He is acting 
like it’s not a big deal, and 
I’m trying to respect that. 
But I’m a little hurt. We 
would’ve traveled there 
even if it is just at the 
courthouse.

Do we give them their 
wedding gift now or wait, 
or do both? — Sad Mom

Dear Sad Mom: My con-
gratulations on your son’s 

marriage and my sympathies that you 
can’t be there in person to see it officiated. 
Perhaps your son could set up his phone 
to stream a live video from the courthouse 
that you and other friends and family 
members can watch to feel more part of the 
ceremony.

As for the wedding present, it’s entirely 
up to you to give one now or wait until the 
friends-and-family ceremony. Both options 
are equally thoughtful.

As hard as it will be not to be there in 
person that day, keep in mind that your 
son doesn’t want you to be there precisely 
because he cares about you. And he’s wise 
to be cautious. There are many instances 
of weddings, even relatively small ones, 
becoming hotspots for COVID-19 transmis-
sion.

Take the Texas wedding in June at which 
at least 12 people were infected, including 
the 76-year-old grandfather of the groom 
and the stepmother of the groom, who 
missed the births of two grandchildren 
because she was sick and quarantining. 

Then in August, there was the Maine 
wedding that resulted in at least 170 cases 
and eight deaths. (None of the people who 
died had attended the wedding, but they 
were in contact with someone who did.) 

While a handful of people at the court-
house would pose less risk than a large 
reception, it’s still a risk.

Of course, it’s a huge disappointment 
that you won’t be there when your son is 
legally married. Looking at the big pic-
ture, though, you’ve raised a conscientious 
young man who has found the love of his 
life. In a bleak year, that is blissful news. 

Dear Annie: As a man nearing 40, my 
wife and I hit a stretch of low to no inti-
macy. I was always tired and had little 
interest. Finally, I got the nerve to visit a 
hormone specialist and discovered I had 
low testosterone. Testosterone replace-
ment therapy has saved our marriage and 
turned the clock back in the bedroom. I 
feel like I’m in my mid-20s.

It has helped tremendously with my 
overall mood and everyday life. If done 
correctly by the specialist, there are no ill 
effects on fertility, so having children will 
still be possible. — Revitalized

Dear Revitalized: Thanks for the tip. 
I encourage anyone experiencing low sex 
drive to talk to their doctors to suss out the 
underlying issue. It can sometimes signal 
serious health problems. 

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.
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how low he sank. Then he came to 
his senses and headed for home and 
found the wonderful forgiveness of 
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Jordan is the youngest of D’Neya and 
Brandon’s four children.  

He is just 15 months old, but is already 
talking — due in large part to the atten-
tion he receives from his older brothers 
and sister and from all of the reading 
everyone is doing since joining BabyRead.  

D’Neya was attracted to the BabyRead 
table because of the colorful display of 
children’s books.   D’Neya loves to read 
and has read to all four of her children 
since they were little. Jordan was only 

a couple of months old 
when he and his brothers 
started meeting with 
Gina, their family reader.

In the interest of stay-
ing safe, the three young-

er boys, Jordan, 
Braydon, 5, and 
Logan, 4, have 
not been meeting 
in the library 
since February, 
but Gina drops 
by with snacks 
and books on a 
regular basis. 
When Braydon 
and Logan know 
she is coming, 
they are so ex-
cited. When she 
arrives, Jordan 

breaks into a big smile!  
The entire family, including Dad 

Brandon, love BabyRead and Gina. It has 
far exceeded their expectations. D’Neya 
thought they would just be meeting at 
the library for Gina to read to them.  She 
didn’t know they would be bringing a free 
book home every time! She praised both 
the program and Gina.  

Among other benefits, she thinks hav-
ing her children meet adults outside their 
family and school associations and hear-
ing another voice is very good for them. 
She delights in seeing the rapt attention 
all three of her younger boys pay to Gina. 
She knows they are not only developing a 
love of reading, but are gaining so much 
in language development. London, 12, also 
loves reading.

This is a reading family! D’Neya reads 
self-help and inspirational books. She 
reads one or two books to the boys during 
the day and someone in the family (could 
be Dad or Granddad) reads two to four 
books at night. Of course, Jordan is al-
ways present during those times. In fact, 
Jordan was read to from birth, as D’Neya 
was already in the habit of reading to her 
older boys and the perfect time to sit down 
and do that was while Jordan was being 
breastfed.

D’Neya grew up in Westminster and is 
happy to be back home after spending 10 
years in Michigan. After Braydon and 
Logan were born, she and her husband de-
cided that they needed the family support 
that D’Neya’s family provides. The entire 
family is looking forward to the day when 
they can resume face-to-face BabyRead 
sessions!  

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with children and 
their moms starting at birth. To find out what Baby-
Read is doing during Covid 19, contact our director, 
Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@ charter.net or 
(864) 643-8083, www.babyread.org. We need readers! 
Some readers are reading face to face, outside, with 
masks and social distancing; others drop off books to 
participating moms and phone or text them weekly.

 

Dear Annie: I am a 58-year-old woman 
who shares a split-level house with my 
adult son, “Brad.” Brad lives downstairs 
in what is essentially a separate two-bed-
room apartment with his 10-year-old 
daughter, although it’s technically one 
unit. Brad and I split the rent evenly. 

 Last year, my mother was dying, and I 
went to stay with her for 
some time to say good-
bye. When I returned 
home, I found that my 
ex-husband, “Lester,” was 
living in the downstairs 
apartment with our son 
and granddaughter. 

 Apparently, Brad and 
his daughter invited 
Lester to visit while I was 
away. Well, six months 
later, Lester is still living 
there with them. Lester is 
not a very nice person. We 
were married for 16 years. 

 I asked Brad to ask Les-
ter to leave. He refuses, 

saying that he feels bad telling him to go. I 
have asked Lester to leave, and he laughs 
at me. He says, “This is my son’s house.” 

What should I do? 
— Put Out
 Dear Put Out: It’s bad enough that 

your son invited a long-term guest to stay 
at the house you two share without first 
checking with you. It’s even worse that the 
surprise guest is your ex. 

 Implore your son to try seeing your side 
of things. Ask him to imagine how he’d 
feel if you invited his ex to live with you. 
Sure, Lester is Brad’s dad, and, of course, 
they should spend time together. But 
there’s no reason it needs to be at the home 
that you two agreed to share together, as 
mutually respectful roommates. 

 
 Dear Annie: I’ve been seeing my 

friend for four years. We’re technically 
just friends, but there has always been 
a romantic tension between us. I do call 
him pet names like “Bae,” and he does 
the same to me. He’s always insisting that 
we’re not together. Yet, if I tell him that 
I’m going on a date, he gets upset. I have 
no idea what to call our relationship. I just 
need him to tell me what this is. 

— Lonely
 Dear Lonely: I’d call it a con job. He’s 

using you for validation, to feel attracted 
and wanted, yet he refuses to commit to 
you after four years. Stop seeing him. 

 
Dear Annie: I felt I needed to comment 

regarding the criticism from “Call Me 
From Home,” who was frustrated that 
people only called her when they were 
driving, as if they only wanted to talk 
when they had nothing better to do.

 I, too, use the free time I have driving to 
call my mom and friends. However, even 
when I arrive at my destination (usually 
home), I have on most calls sat in my car 
parked in my driveway and continued my 
conversation until its natural end. Works 
for me and the person I called. While I un-
derstand the writer being miffed, I believe 
getting a call while someone is driving is 
better than never getting a call. 

— Marguerite M.
 Dear Marguerite: I have to note again 

that it’s important to exercise extra cau-
tion when talking on the phone while driv-
ing, as it reduces our ability to perceive 
hazards. But you make a good point that 
one shouldn’t feel slighted for receiving 
these road calls.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

Question: My friend has experi-
mented with various religions. I’ve 
told him about salvation in Jesus 
Christ and am puzzled why he 

refuses to consider 
Him. He has finally 
given himself over 
to the religion of 
nationalism. I have 
never heard of that! 

— R.G.
Answer: A 

remarkable fact for 
all seekers of God is 
that belief in some 
kind of god is prac-
tically universal. 
Whatever period of 
history or culture 
we examine, all 
peoples, primitive 
or modern, acknowl-

edge some kind of deity. Archaeolo-
gy has unearthed the ruins of many 
ancient civilizations, but none has 
ever been found that did not yield 
some evidence of a god who was 
worshiped.

Man has worshiped the sun and 
carved idols. Man has worshiped 
a set of rules, animals, and other 
men. Some seem to worship them-
selves. Man has made gods out of 
his imagination, although basical-
ly through a fog of confusion he 
believes that God does exist. Some 
people give up the pursuit of God 
in frustration, calling themselves 
“atheists” or “agnostics,” professing 
to be irreligious. Instead they find 
it necessary to fill the vacuum left 
within them with some other kind 
of deity. Therefore man makes his 
own “god” — money, work, success, 
fame, sex, alcohol, even food.

Today many use their nation as an 
object of worship, espousing the gos-
pel of nationalism; some search for 
peace in the occult. Others who fail 
to find the true God, declare their 
allegiance to various causes. But 
God placed in the hearts of people a 
desire for fellowship with Him, and 
the first commandment is to love 
the Lord your God with all your 
heart, soul, mind, and strength 
(Mark 12:30). He meant that man, 
unlike a stone or an animal, has the 
capacity to love God and we should 
faithfully pray that those around us 
will find faith in Almighty God.

(This column is based on the words 
and writings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)
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Jordan is the youngest of D’Neya and 
Brandon’s four children.  

He is just 15 months old, but is already 
talking — due in large part to the atten-
tion he receives from his older brothers 
and sister and from all of the reading 
everyone is doing since joining BabyRead.  

D’Neya was attracted to the BabyRead 
table because of the colorful display of 
children’s books.   D’Neya loves to read 
and has read to all four of her children 
since they were little. Jordan was only 

a couple of months old 
when he and his brothers 
started meeting with 
Gina, their family reader.

In the interest of stay-
ing safe, the three young-

er boys, Jordan, 
Braydon, 5, and 
Logan, 4, have 
not been meeting 
in the library 
since February, 
but Gina drops 
by with snacks 
and books on a 
regular basis. 
When Braydon 
and Logan know 
she is coming, 
they are so ex-
cited. When she 
arrives, Jordan 

breaks into a big smile!  
The entire family, including Dad 

Brandon, love BabyRead and Gina. It has 
far exceeded their expectations. D’Neya 
thought they would just be meeting at 
the library for Gina to read to them.  She 
didn’t know they would be bringing a free 
book home every time! She praised both 
the program and Gina.  

Among other benefits, she thinks hav-
ing her children meet adults outside their 
family and school associations and hear-
ing another voice is very good for them. 
She delights in seeing the rapt attention 
all three of her younger boys pay to Gina. 
She knows they are not only developing a 
love of reading, but are gaining so much 
in language development. London, 12, also 
loves reading.

This is a reading family! D’Neya reads 
self-help and inspirational books. She 
reads one or two books to the boys during 
the day and someone in the family (could 
be Dad or Granddad) reads two to four 
books at night. Of course, Jordan is al-
ways present during those times. In fact, 
Jordan was read to from birth, as D’Neya 
was already in the habit of reading to her 
older boys and the perfect time to sit down 
and do that was while Jordan was being 
breastfed.

D’Neya grew up in Westminster and is 
happy to be back home after spending 10 
years in Michigan. After Braydon and 
Logan were born, she and her husband de-
cided that they needed the family support 
that D’Neya’s family provides. The entire 
family is looking forward to the day when 
they can resume face-to-face BabyRead 
sessions!  

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with children and 
their moms starting at birth. To find out what Baby-
Read is doing during Covid 19, contact our director, 
Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@ charter.net or 
(864) 643-8083, www.babyread.org. We need readers! 
Some readers are reading face to face, outside, with 
masks and social distancing; others drop off books to 
participating moms and phone or text them weekly.

 

Dear Annie: I am a 58-year-old woman 
who shares a split-level house with my 
adult son, “Brad.” Brad lives downstairs 
in what is essentially a separate two-bed-
room apartment with his 10-year-old 
daughter, although it’s technically one 
unit. Brad and I split the rent evenly. 

 Last year, my mother was dying, and I 
went to stay with her for 
some time to say good-
bye. When I returned 
home, I found that my 
ex-husband, “Lester,” was 
living in the downstairs 
apartment with our son 
and granddaughter. 

 Apparently, Brad and 
his daughter invited 
Lester to visit while I was 
away. Well, six months 
later, Lester is still living 
there with them. Lester is 
not a very nice person. We 
were married for 16 years. 

 I asked Brad to ask Les-
ter to leave. He refuses, 

saying that he feels bad telling him to go. I 
have asked Lester to leave, and he laughs 
at me. He says, “This is my son’s house.” 

What should I do? 
— Put Out
 Dear Put Out: It’s bad enough that 

your son invited a long-term guest to stay 
at the house you two share without first 
checking with you. It’s even worse that the 
surprise guest is your ex. 

 Implore your son to try seeing your side 
of things. Ask him to imagine how he’d 
feel if you invited his ex to live with you. 
Sure, Lester is Brad’s dad, and, of course, 
they should spend time together. But 
there’s no reason it needs to be at the home 
that you two agreed to share together, as 
mutually respectful roommates. 

 
 Dear Annie: I’ve been seeing my 

friend for four years. We’re technically 
just friends, but there has always been 
a romantic tension between us. I do call 
him pet names like “Bae,” and he does 
the same to me. He’s always insisting that 
we’re not together. Yet, if I tell him that 
I’m going on a date, he gets upset. I have 
no idea what to call our relationship. I just 
need him to tell me what this is. 

— Lonely
 Dear Lonely: I’d call it a con job. He’s 

using you for validation, to feel attracted 
and wanted, yet he refuses to commit to 
you after four years. Stop seeing him. 

 
Dear Annie: I felt I needed to comment 

regarding the criticism from “Call Me 
From Home,” who was frustrated that 
people only called her when they were 
driving, as if they only wanted to talk 
when they had nothing better to do.

 I, too, use the free time I have driving to 
call my mom and friends. However, even 
when I arrive at my destination (usually 
home), I have on most calls sat in my car 
parked in my driveway and continued my 
conversation until its natural end. Works 
for me and the person I called. While I un-
derstand the writer being miffed, I believe 
getting a call while someone is driving is 
better than never getting a call. 

— Marguerite M.
 Dear Marguerite: I have to note again 

that it’s important to exercise extra cau-
tion when talking on the phone while driv-
ing, as it reduces our ability to perceive 
hazards. But you make a good point that 
one shouldn’t feel slighted for receiving 
these road calls.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

Question: My friend has experi-
mented with various religions. I’ve 
told him about salvation in Jesus 
Christ and am puzzled why he 

refuses to consider 
Him. He has finally 
given himself over 
to the religion of 
nationalism. I have 
never heard of that! 

— R.G.
Answer: A 

remarkable fact for 
all seekers of God is 
that belief in some 
kind of god is prac-
tically universal. 
Whatever period of 
history or culture 
we examine, all 
peoples, primitive 
or modern, acknowl-

edge some kind of deity. Archaeolo-
gy has unearthed the ruins of many 
ancient civilizations, but none has 
ever been found that did not yield 
some evidence of a god who was 
worshiped.

Man has worshiped the sun and 
carved idols. Man has worshiped 
a set of rules, animals, and other 
men. Some seem to worship them-
selves. Man has made gods out of 
his imagination, although basical-
ly through a fog of confusion he 
believes that God does exist. Some 
people give up the pursuit of God 
in frustration, calling themselves 
“atheists” or “agnostics,” professing 
to be irreligious. Instead they find 
it necessary to fill the vacuum left 
within them with some other kind 
of deity. Therefore man makes his 
own “god” — money, work, success, 
fame, sex, alcohol, even food.

Today many use their nation as an 
object of worship, espousing the gos-
pel of nationalism; some search for 
peace in the occult. Others who fail 
to find the true God, declare their 
allegiance to various causes. But 
God placed in the hearts of people a 
desire for fellowship with Him, and 
the first commandment is to love 
the Lord your God with all your 
heart, soul, mind, and strength 
(Mark 12:30). He meant that man, 
unlike a stone or an animal, has the 
capacity to love God and we should 
faithfully pray that those around us 
will find faith in Almighty God.

(This column is based on the words 
and writings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)
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Hi, everyone! I read an interest-
ing article titled “What a 4 year old 
should know,” and I want to share it 
with you. The article is by Alicia Bay-
er, “A Magical Childhood,” 2017.

Here’s her list of what a 4 year old 
should know:

1. She should know that she is loved 
wholly and unconditionally, all of the 
time.

 2. He should know 
that he is safe and he 
should know how to 
keep himself safe in 
public, with others 
and in varied situa-
tions.

 3. She should 
know how to laugh, 
act silly, be goofy and 
use her imagination. 
She should know 
that it is always 
OK to paint the sky 
orange and give cats 
six legs. 

4. He should follow 
his own interests and be encouraged 
to follow them. If he couldn’t care less 
about learning numbers, his par-
ents should realize he’ll learn them 
accidentally soon enough and let him 
immerse himself instead in rocket 
ships, drawing, dinosaurs or playing 
in the mud.

5. She should know that the world is 
magical and that so is she. She should 
know that she’s wonderful, brilliant, 
creative, compassionate and marvel-
ous. She should know that it is more 
worthy to spend the day outside mak-
ing daisy chains, mud pies and fairy 
houses than it is to practice phonics. 

 6. Raise the kind of person you 
would like to know. 

 7. Every child learns to walk, talk, 
read and do math at his own pace, 
and this pace will have no bearing 
on how well he walks, talks, reads or 
does math.

 8. The single biggest predictor of 
high academic achievement … is 
reading to children. Not blinking toys 
or computers, but Mom or Dad taking 
the time every day or night (or both!) 
to sit and read your child wonderful 
books. 

 9. Our children do not need Ninten-
do, computers … play groups or base-
ball practice as much as they need us. 
They need fathers (or any consistent 
caregiver) who sit and listen to their 
days, mothers who join in and make 
crafts with them, parents who take 
the time to read them stories and act 
like idiots with them. ... They deserve 
to help us make supper even though 
it takes twice as long and makes it 
twice as much work. They deserve to 
know that they are a priority for us 
and that we truly love them. 

10. Parents, caregivers and other 
family members need to know that 
the brain of a child grows more in 
the first 18 months than between 18 
months and 18 years. And that read-
ing to your child stimulates brain 
development. Education and learning 
is a path out of poverty.

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with children 
and their moms starting at birth. To find out 
what BabyRead is doing during COVID-19, 
contact director Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at 
babyread@ charter.net or (864) 643-8083, 
babyread.org. We need readers! Some readers 
are reading face to face, outside, with masks and 
social distancing, others drop off books monthly 
to participating moms and phone/text them 
weekly.

Dear Annie: I have been with my boy-
friend for 16 years. Until this year, we were 
very happy. We shared a home together and 
talked all the time. We had a healthy sex life. 
Our relationship was great. But when the 
pandemic happened, his 22-year-old daugh-
ter moved in. Since then, my world was 
turned upside-down.

 She is rude to me and won’t engage in 
conversation. It’s like she pretends I’m not 

even there when she walks 
by. She doesn’t clean up after 
herself. When I told him I 
wanted her to show me some 
respect and speak to me, he 
told me I needed to show her 
some respect. 

 Over the years, my part-
ner has asked me to make 
some hard choices. At one 
time, my nephew had to 
move in with us for a few 
months. He insisted that my 
nephew pay rent even though 
we were living in the house 
I grew up in at the time. On 
another occasion, I let go of 
30-year friendships because 

he didn’t like my friends. Lastly, I gave up 
my home and moved into a house he bought 
without me seeing it.

 He has asked me to make some sacrifices 
over the years, and I did because I love him. 
When I asked him to make one, he called me 
crazy and refused to do it.

 I finally moved out. I don’t want to lose the 
love of my life, but I don’t feel comfortable 
in that house anymore. He did say he was 
willing to go to couples therapy, and I have 
tried to set that up but it has been hard due 
to the pandemic.

 He acts like everything is fine. All I 
wanted was some respect. And to take back 
my role in my house. I’m afraid that my 
relationship is over, and I need to accept that 
and move on. What do you think? 

— Left Behind
 Dear Left: While his daughter’s presence 

may have brought issues to a boil between 
you and your partner, it sounds as though 
they’ve been simmering for quite some 
time. I’m troubled to hear that he made you 
end 30-year friendships because he didn’t 
like your friends. That’s not love, and it’s 
not healthy. In fact, that type of controlling 
behavior is often part of a pattern of emo-
tional abuse. I encourage you to learn more 
about the warning signs of abusive behavior 
by calling the National Domestic Violence 
Hotline (800-799-7233) or visiting thehotline.
org. 

If I’ve misjudged the situation entirely and 
he’s not abusive, then give couples therapy 
a try. There’s no need to wait until after 
the pandemic is over, as there are virtual 
options available. You can find a database 
at www.psychologytoday.com/therapists/
online-counseling.

Dear Annie: Thank you for pointing out 
that talking (listening!) on the phone while 
driving is dangerous. Even hands-free calls 
are dangerous. Many studies have demon-
strated this, and perhaps you can put up a 
link for your readers if they want validating 
evidence. 

— Hang It Up
 Dear Hang It Up: Although making 

hands-free phone calls while driving is sig-
nificantly safer than handheld cellphone use 
(especially texting), it can still reduce one’s 
ability to perceive hazards on the road. AAA 
produced a fascinating video demonstrat-
ing the levels of distraction associated with 
various tasks. You can find it by searching 
YouTube for “Cognitive Distraction - Full 
Video.”

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

Question: There is much being 
said about revolutionaries and the 
good that is brought about for var-
ious causes, but rebellious individ-
uals are destroying our cities. How 
has our society been so deceived to 

think this is good? 
— R.R.
Answer: Rev-

olution means 
“change,” and the 
world is changing 
so fast that no one 
can really keep up 
with it. Students of-
ten hear only what 
is bad about the 
world. Many profes-
sors tantalize stu-
dents declaring they 
“live in a messed 
up world, so burn it 
down and start all 
over again.”

That is not the answer. The envi-
ronment that surrounds us crack-
les with conflict because we are 
looking to man to solve our prob-
lems, and no one can. The tragedy 
of our times is that we have used up 
all of our options and the questions 
basic to life are not being answered 
by wisdom. This is because life’s 
fundamental problems are theolog-
ical.

More than revolution is the need 
for regeneration, taking off the old 
hostilities and resentments and 
putting on the attributes of the only 
Person who can make everything 
new. This is the Person of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He is Wisdom. “God 
gives wisdom and knowledge” (Ec-
clesiastes 2:26). Only He can bring 
relief to the chaos the world expe-
riences. Let us remember that the 
world is a reflection of mankind. 
Until the human soul is regenerat-
ed, darkness remains.

The future does not hinge on the 
world situation, however grim it 
might be. It depends on what we 
do with what happened 2,000 years 
ago when Jesus died on the cross to 
cover the sins of the whole world. 
He shed His very blood and con-
quered death for each person who 
will receive His salvation. There is 
going on in the world today a quiet, 
bloodless revolution that brings 
hope. Listen only to the voice of the 
One who has the power to change 
lives.

(This column is based on the words 
and writings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)
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Hi, everyone! I read an interest-
ing article titled “What a 4 year old 
should know,” and I want to share it 
with you. The article is by Alicia Bay-
er, “A Magical Childhood,” 2017.

Here’s her list of what a 4 year old 
should know:

1. She should know that she is loved 
wholly and unconditionally, all of the 
time.

 2. He should know 
that he is safe and he 
should know how to 
keep himself safe in 
public, with others 
and in varied situa-
tions.

 3. She should 
know how to laugh, 
act silly, be goofy and 
use her imagination. 
She should know 
that it is always 
OK to paint the sky 
orange and give cats 
six legs. 

4. He should follow 
his own interests and be encouraged 
to follow them. If he couldn’t care less 
about learning numbers, his par-
ents should realize he’ll learn them 
accidentally soon enough and let him 
immerse himself instead in rocket 
ships, drawing, dinosaurs or playing 
in the mud.

5. She should know that the world is 
magical and that so is she. She should 
know that she’s wonderful, brilliant, 
creative, compassionate and marvel-
ous. She should know that it is more 
worthy to spend the day outside mak-
ing daisy chains, mud pies and fairy 
houses than it is to practice phonics. 

 6. Raise the kind of person you 
would like to know. 

 7. Every child learns to walk, talk, 
read and do math at his own pace, 
and this pace will have no bearing 
on how well he walks, talks, reads or 
does math.

 8. The single biggest predictor of 
high academic achievement … is 
reading to children. Not blinking toys 
or computers, but Mom or Dad taking 
the time every day or night (or both!) 
to sit and read your child wonderful 
books. 

 9. Our children do not need Ninten-
do, computers … play groups or base-
ball practice as much as they need us. 
They need fathers (or any consistent 
caregiver) who sit and listen to their 
days, mothers who join in and make 
crafts with them, parents who take 
the time to read them stories and act 
like idiots with them. ... They deserve 
to help us make supper even though 
it takes twice as long and makes it 
twice as much work. They deserve to 
know that they are a priority for us 
and that we truly love them. 

10. Parents, caregivers and other 
family members need to know that 
the brain of a child grows more in 
the first 18 months than between 18 
months and 18 years. And that read-
ing to your child stimulates brain 
development. Education and learning 
is a path out of poverty.

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with children 
and their moms starting at birth. To find out 
what BabyRead is doing during COVID-19, 
contact director Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at 
babyread@ charter.net or (864) 643-8083, 
babyread.org. We need readers! Some readers 
are reading face to face, outside, with masks and 
social distancing, others drop off books monthly 
to participating moms and phone/text them 
weekly.

Dear Annie: I have been with my boy-
friend for 16 years. Until this year, we were 
very happy. We shared a home together and 
talked all the time. We had a healthy sex life. 
Our relationship was great. But when the 
pandemic happened, his 22-year-old daugh-
ter moved in. Since then, my world was 
turned upside-down.

 She is rude to me and won’t engage in 
conversation. It’s like she pretends I’m not 

even there when she walks 
by. She doesn’t clean up after 
herself. When I told him I 
wanted her to show me some 
respect and speak to me, he 
told me I needed to show her 
some respect. 

 Over the years, my part-
ner has asked me to make 
some hard choices. At one 
time, my nephew had to 
move in with us for a few 
months. He insisted that my 
nephew pay rent even though 
we were living in the house 
I grew up in at the time. On 
another occasion, I let go of 
30-year friendships because 

he didn’t like my friends. Lastly, I gave up 
my home and moved into a house he bought 
without me seeing it.

 He has asked me to make some sacrifices 
over the years, and I did because I love him. 
When I asked him to make one, he called me 
crazy and refused to do it.

 I finally moved out. I don’t want to lose the 
love of my life, but I don’t feel comfortable 
in that house anymore. He did say he was 
willing to go to couples therapy, and I have 
tried to set that up but it has been hard due 
to the pandemic.

 He acts like everything is fine. All I 
wanted was some respect. And to take back 
my role in my house. I’m afraid that my 
relationship is over, and I need to accept that 
and move on. What do you think? 

— Left Behind
 Dear Left: While his daughter’s presence 

may have brought issues to a boil between 
you and your partner, it sounds as though 
they’ve been simmering for quite some 
time. I’m troubled to hear that he made you 
end 30-year friendships because he didn’t 
like your friends. That’s not love, and it’s 
not healthy. In fact, that type of controlling 
behavior is often part of a pattern of emo-
tional abuse. I encourage you to learn more 
about the warning signs of abusive behavior 
by calling the National Domestic Violence 
Hotline (800-799-7233) or visiting thehotline.
org. 

If I’ve misjudged the situation entirely and 
he’s not abusive, then give couples therapy 
a try. There’s no need to wait until after 
the pandemic is over, as there are virtual 
options available. You can find a database 
at www.psychologytoday.com/therapists/
online-counseling.

Dear Annie: Thank you for pointing out 
that talking (listening!) on the phone while 
driving is dangerous. Even hands-free calls 
are dangerous. Many studies have demon-
strated this, and perhaps you can put up a 
link for your readers if they want validating 
evidence. 

— Hang It Up
 Dear Hang It Up: Although making 

hands-free phone calls while driving is sig-
nificantly safer than handheld cellphone use 
(especially texting), it can still reduce one’s 
ability to perceive hazards on the road. AAA 
produced a fascinating video demonstrat-
ing the levels of distraction associated with 
various tasks. You can find it by searching 
YouTube for “Cognitive Distraction - Full 
Video.”

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

Question: There is much being 
said about revolutionaries and the 
good that is brought about for var-
ious causes, but rebellious individ-
uals are destroying our cities. How 
has our society been so deceived to 

think this is good? 
— R.R.
Answer: Rev-

olution means 
“change,” and the 
world is changing 
so fast that no one 
can really keep up 
with it. Students of-
ten hear only what 
is bad about the 
world. Many profes-
sors tantalize stu-
dents declaring they 
“live in a messed 
up world, so burn it 
down and start all 
over again.”

That is not the answer. The envi-
ronment that surrounds us crack-
les with conflict because we are 
looking to man to solve our prob-
lems, and no one can. The tragedy 
of our times is that we have used up 
all of our options and the questions 
basic to life are not being answered 
by wisdom. This is because life’s 
fundamental problems are theolog-
ical.

More than revolution is the need 
for regeneration, taking off the old 
hostilities and resentments and 
putting on the attributes of the only 
Person who can make everything 
new. This is the Person of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He is Wisdom. “God 
gives wisdom and knowledge” (Ec-
clesiastes 2:26). Only He can bring 
relief to the chaos the world expe-
riences. Let us remember that the 
world is a reflection of mankind. 
Until the human soul is regenerat-
ed, darkness remains.

The future does not hinge on the 
world situation, however grim it 
might be. It depends on what we 
do with what happened 2,000 years 
ago when Jesus died on the cross to 
cover the sins of the whole world. 
He shed His very blood and con-
quered death for each person who 
will receive His salvation. There is 
going on in the world today a quiet, 
bloodless revolution that brings 
hope. Listen only to the voice of the 
One who has the power to change 
lives.

(This column is based on the words 
and writings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.)
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