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Question: Social media 
has taken the world by storm. 
Young people are comfortable 
with it all; they’ve grown up 
with it and love talking about 
what is important to them. As 

a baby boomer it 
goes against what 
I learned, that 
we should think 
of others and not 
ourselves. Why 
is this no longer 
taught? 

— B.B.
Answer: There 

seems to always 
be good and bad 
to every form of 
new technology. 
The internet can 
be used to preach 
God’s Gospel, 

and with a quick tap pornog-
raphy can pop up. Wisdom and 
self-discipline is required when 
using the technology of the day, 
just as it was when television 
came into existence. But there 
is no question, obsessing about 
“self” is destructive.

One day the owner of a club 
was with members discussing 
golf. Someone turned to him 
and said, “By the way, what is 
your handicap?” Immediately 
the man replied, “Myself!” How 
true that is! Self, the capital I, 
is the universal problem, the 
handicap of all people. The Bi-
ble tells us that the Lord hates 
seven things. “The Lord hates 
... a proud look ... .” (Proverbs 
6:16-17). Notice! A proud look is 
the first thing that God hates.

Perhaps the greatest sin 
that has crept into the lives of 
Christians is the sin of pride. 
No one can expect victory and 
inward rest until the capital 
I has been conquered. God 
commands us to “humble 
ourselves.” That is our job! If 
we are to live above the clouds, 
the sin of pride will have to be 
confessed and forsaken. It is 
deadlier than the poison of a 
rattlesnake. It stunts, stifles, 
weakens and destroys Chris-
tian victory. Pride comes from 
looking only at ourselves; 
meekness comes through look-
ing at God.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

A friend 
and her issues

Pride is a major 
problem for the 

modern Christian

The Wizard of Id

BabyRead’s policy is to not allow cell-
phones to be visible during our reading 
sessions. Cellphones are harmful to little 
children.

“Children are not just little adults; 
their growing minds and bodies make 
them uniquely vulnerable to the effects 
of the environment around them, includ-
ing cellphone radiation.” (Web MD)

   While more research is 
needed, the American 
Academy of Pediatrics 
“reminds parents that 
cellphones are not toys 
and are not recom-
mended for infants and 
toddlers.” A study pub-
lished by the Journal of 
Microscopy and Ultra-
structure concluded: 
“The rate of microwave 
radiation absorption is 
higher in children than 
adults because their 
brain tissue is more 
absorbent, their skulls 

are thinner and their relative size is 
smaller. Fetuses are particularly vulner-
able. It is not just brain tissue of the child 
that is absorbing microwave radiation, 
but also the child’s bone marrow.” (Web 
MD)

The American Academy of Pediatrics 
suggests the following cellphone safety 
tips for families:

• Do not let a child under 2 years of age 
play with or be near a cellphone. 

• Have periods of your family’s day 
with no electronic devices, including 
cellphones: e.g. meal time, story time and 
bath time before the baby goes to bed.

• Your baby/toddler models the adults 
around her/him. If adults use cellphones 
often, that’s what your child thinks is 
good and wants to do. Is this what you 
want to teach your child?

• When talking on a cellphone, hold it 
at least 1 inch away from your head.

• Use text messaging when possible, 
and use cellphones in speaker mode or 
with the use of hand-free kits.

• Avoid carrying your cellphone 
against your body like in a pocket, sock 
or bra. Cellphone manufacturers can’t 
guarantee that the amount of radiation 
you’re absorbing will be at a safe level.

• Keep an eye on your signal strength 
(i.e. how many bars you have). The 
weaker your cell signal, the harder your 
phone has to work and the more radia-
tion it gives off.

• Avoid making calls in cars, elevators, 
trains and buses. The cellphone works 
harder to get a signal through metal, so 
the power level increases. (healthychil-
dren.org)

You may ask: Are there any regula-
tions in place to limit cellphone radiation 
in the United States? There are, but they 
are based on adults, not children. “Bel-
gium, France, India and other techno-
logically sophisticated governments are 
passing laws and/or issuing warnings 
about children’s use of wireless devices.” 
(Web MD)  

Researchers from Temple University 
found that children are less likely to 
learn a new word when a phone call 
interrupts the child’s conversation with 
their parent. (BabyTalk, 2.2018)

BABYREAD’S GOAL is for moms/caregivers to read 
daily to their children from birth to 2 years when the 
brain grows the most.  We read (free) twice a month 
in public libraries and schools. To help, contact direc-
tor, Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@charter.
net or (864) 944-7881 or go to our website: www.
babyread.org. 

Dear Annie: “Nicole” and I have been 
friends since the time she started at my 
school. She can be a good friend, but what 
she does outside of being a friend is ques-
tionable, and I think being around her is 
becoming toxic.

 Nicole’s ex-boyfriend, “Matt,” told me 
that Nicole’s mom is constantly drunk 

and passes out on the 
couch. Nicole and her 
mom have arguments 
that I think turn violent. 
Then, whenever her 
mom’s boyfriend comes 
over, they go to the bar 
and come back drunk and 
argue loudly. Matt was 
there when it happened 
and couldn’t take being 
in the house while they 
were arguing, so he left. 
Then Nicole complained 
on Facebook about it by 
claiming that Matt wasn’t 
paying attention to her.

 Her life isn’t great, and she really 
doesn’t have anyone to speak to about her 
problems at home. Her extended family 
members don’t want to get involved with 
her or her mom, and they rarely talk to 
one another. They are a dysfunctional 
family.

 Now Nicole has a new boyfriend, whom 
she constantly brags about on Facebook, 
and I’m sick of it. I don’t want to be 
around someone who creates drama and 
constantly complains but doesn’t want 
actual solutions. It’s a waste of energy.

 Nicole posts her problems on Facebook 
instead of just talking with a friend in pri-
vate. I sometimes wish that others would 
realize this. I know they are trying to help 
by being positive, but they need to realize 
that she’s just airing dirty laundry.

 Lately, she has calmed down, but I 
know deep in my gut that she’ll do this 
again. Any advice? 

— Done With the Drama
Dear Done With the Drama: I under-

stand you’re exasperated by the whirl-
wind of drama that Nicole seems to spin 
around herself. In the eye of that tornado, 
however, is a troubled, lonely girl who is 
crying out for help. Let a school guidance 
counselor or administrator know about 
what’s going on in Nicole’s home life — 
the drinking, arguing and violence. Do 
not hold back. Nicole needs the help of 
caring and responsible adults to get out of 
a dangerous situation.

 If you don’t want to be friends with her, 
that’s fine (and you should definitely not 
go to her house, as it’s unsafe). But try 
to keep a compassionate perspective. Be-
neath all that bravado is a broken heart.

 Dear Annie: This is for “Janice in Tex-
as,” who noticed that the artificial flowers 
she sets on family graves go missing. It 
is possible that the cemetery caretakers 
remove them or that they are being stolen. 
I have seen that happen a lot.

 I started doing something a few years 
ago that takes care of that issue. I buy 
fresh flowers at the grocery and cut the 
tops off the stems. Then I scatter the 
flower heads on the gravesite. Your visit 
has been established; the dead have been 
honored; and it is not likely that anyone 
will pick up your flowers to plunk on 
another grave. 

— Works for Me
Dear Works for Me: This sounds like 

a lovely ritual to honor loved ones. Thank 
you for sharing.

 
SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

DEAR 
ANNIE  |
 
ANNIE 
LANE

MY        
ANSWER  |
 
BILLY
GRAHAM

BABYREAD |

CAREN  
VON HIPPEL
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Question: I am a worrier by 
nature. My grandmother tells 
me that worry will make me 
old before my time. She says 
faith in God replaces worry, so 
why are people so resistant to 
trusting God? 

— D.G.
Answer: We 

live in an era that 
many refer to as 
“the age of anx-
iety.” Anxiety is 
the natural result 
when our hopes 
are centered on 
anything short of 
God and His will 
for us. When we 
make anything 
else our goal, 
frustration and 
defeat are inev-
itable. Though 
we have less to 

worry about than previous 
generations, we have more wor-
ry. Though we have it easier 
than our forefathers, we have 
more uneasiness. Though we 
have less real cause for anxiety 
than our predecessors, we are 
inwardly more anxious.

Calloused hands were the 
badge of the pioneer, but a 
furrowed brow is the insignia 
of the present generation. This 
brings about friction and con-
flict. God has never promised 
to remove all of our troubles, 
problems, and difficulties. But 
God has promised, in the midst 
of trouble, a genuine peace, a 
sense of assurance and securi-
ty for those who turn to Him by 
faith.

Many people are resistant 
to exchanging worry for faith 
because they often don’t truly 
believe in God. He is the One 
who gives us faith to believe 
and to trust Him if we will 
only submit our wills to Him. 
Corrie ten Boom used to say, 
“Worry is a lot like a rocking 
chair. A lot of effort goes into 
it but you don’t get very far.” 
The Bible says, “Don’t worry 
about anything; instead, pray 
about everything” (Philippians 
4:6, NLT). Ask the Lord to help 
you keep your eyes centered on 
Him rather than yourself and 
your worries. Faith in Him will 
give you peace of mind.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

The old ways 
don’t need to change

Put your faith in God to 
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The Wizard of Id

Anyone with a young child today has 
likely worried about screen time and 
wondered about the impact of devices 
— TV, cellphones, iPads, Playstations, 
Wiis— on our kids. Does this technol-
ogy affect their brains? Does it harm 
them emotionally and socially?

YES. “Young children learn language 
best through interac-
tion and engagement 
with other people, 
particularly their 
moms and other 
relatives. The more 
these children are 
involved in watching 
TV, or playing with 
an iPad, a cellphone 
or another electronic 
device, the less time 
they have to talk with 
an adult or play a 
non-electronic game 
with themselves or 
with a friend.

“The first two years of life are criti-
cal — this is when the brain is grow-
ing the most, more than it will grow 
in the next 20 years. Delays here will 
be associated with later difficulties in 
learning to read and write in school.”

A study presented in 2017 at the 
Pediatric Academic Societies Meeting 
reported that every 30-percent in-
crease in the use of daily screen time 
was linked to a 49-percent increased 
risk in “expressive speech delay,” that 
is, in the use of sounds and words.  

The American Academy of Pediat-
rics recommends no screens at all, 
other than video-chatting with family, 
for children younger than 18 months. 

“The noise and activity of a screen 
can be distracting for a small child 
and can cause a disconnect between 
them and their parents.” (Quotes taken 
from cnn.com/2017.05/04/health/ba-
bies.)

For kids between 18 and 24 months, 
they recommend parents choose 
high-quality programming. They 
reported that nearly 40 percent of chil-
dren under age 2 used a mobile device 
in 2017 — an increase from 10 percent 
in 2011. These children are, of course, 
using their parents’ electronic devices.  

Parents need to think about how 
often they let their toddlers use their 
cellphones. Cellphones are not toys. 
Babies watch and model adults using 
cellphones. How often does your baby 
sit near a TV? When I was young, I was 
allowed one hour of TV per week, and 
my parents picked the hour. Instead, I 
played with other children, by myself 
or with family, read books and did my 
homework.

The best advice for parents is to 
engage with your child(ren). The best 
way to teach them language is to talk 
with them, read to them, play with 
them, use different vocabulary, point 
out things, tell them stories and have 
them tell you stories. Being a parent 
takes lots of time. Babies and toddlers 
don’t need expensive toys to learn or 
be happy. They need the love and atten-
tion of caring adults.

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/care-
givers and their children from birth to 2 years old, 
when the brain grows the most. We read (free) 
twice a month in public libraries and schools. We 
need volunteer readers. To help, contact director 
Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@ charter.
net or (864) 944-7881 or go to our website: www.
babyread.org. 

Dear Annie: I know I am stuck in 
the “old ways,” but I am trying to adapt 
to changing times. It is becoming very 
common for couples to live together before 
marriage.

While I have come to accept traditional 
and extravagant weddings as an occasion 
to finally declare their commitment before 

church and family, what 
I still struggle with are 
the bridal showers. This 
tradition is to gift the 
bride (and groom) with 
the necessities to set up 
their home as they begin 
their married life together. 
Many couples now have 
lived together for years in 
a furnished home. I doubt 
they are living without 
dishes, pots, towels, an 
iron, toaster or bedsheets! 
Why, just because they 
decide to marry, do they 
think they should be show-

ered with everything new? I sit in shock as 
brides open all those gifts that I know they 
must already have. One bride even said 
that since she had most everything, all the 
new gifts would be put away until she and 
her husband have a new home someday. 
Really? I’m to furnish her future home?!

If times have changed, maybe traditions 
should, too: Cancel the bridal shower if 
the couple has already set up house. 

— Like the Old Ways Better. 
Dear Like The Old Ways Better: I love 

the old ways as well. But I’m not so sure 
that the old ways were all that different. 
Whether people are living together or not, 
they still would appreciate an upgrade 
from their used pots, pans, dishes, glasses 
and sheets.  After the wedding ceremony, 
they will be living together as a married 
couple, and that is something that should 
be celebrated!

 Worry less about what is in the couple’s 
cupboard and more about what is in the 
couple’s heart. Wish them a very long and 
happy marriage and give them a gift that 
they will appreciate together as they enter 
this new and sacred phase of life.

Dear Annie: I have been talking to a 
guy overseas who says he’s in the military. 
However, I think he is sort of starting to 
be a scammer. Over the past few months, 
he has been asking for iTunes and Ama-
zon gift cards. Now he wants me to open 
up a bank account online in my name, 
claiming that his colleague will be the one 
to add the money to the account. He keeps 
pressing me to give him my information, 
such as my online username, password 
and Social Security number. I feel reluc-
tant to do this. What should I do? 

— Feeling Uncomfortable
Dear Feeling Uncomfortable: Heed 

your feelings. This guy isn’t just “starting 
to be a scammer”; he’s been a scammer 
all along. Don’t let him prey on you any 
longer. Take screenshots of his messages 
for your records and write down any other 
information you have on him; then block 
him on all messaging platforms. Don’t tell 
him you’re doing so, as he’ll just try wig-
gling his way back into your heart. 

Then report him to the Federal Trade 
Commission (https://www.ftccomplaintas-
sistant.gov), and check out the FTC’s blog 
post titled “Has an online love interest 
asked you for money?” You might recog-
nize some uncanny similarities to your 
experience.
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Question: I am a worrier by 
nature. My grandmother tells 
me that worry will make me 
old before my time. She says 
faith in God replaces worry, so 
why are people so resistant to 
trusting God? 

— D.G.
Answer: We 

live in an era that 
many refer to as 
“the age of anx-
iety.” Anxiety is 
the natural result 
when our hopes 
are centered on 
anything short of 
God and His will 
for us. When we 
make anything 
else our goal, 
frustration and 
defeat are inev-
itable. Though 
we have less to 

worry about than previous 
generations, we have more wor-
ry. Though we have it easier 
than our forefathers, we have 
more uneasiness. Though we 
have less real cause for anxiety 
than our predecessors, we are 
inwardly more anxious.

Calloused hands were the 
badge of the pioneer, but a 
furrowed brow is the insignia 
of the present generation. This 
brings about friction and con-
flict. God has never promised 
to remove all of our troubles, 
problems, and difficulties. But 
God has promised, in the midst 
of trouble, a genuine peace, a 
sense of assurance and securi-
ty for those who turn to Him by 
faith.

Many people are resistant 
to exchanging worry for faith 
because they often don’t truly 
believe in God. He is the One 
who gives us faith to believe 
and to trust Him if we will 
only submit our wills to Him. 
Corrie ten Boom used to say, 
“Worry is a lot like a rocking 
chair. A lot of effort goes into 
it but you don’t get very far.” 
The Bible says, “Don’t worry 
about anything; instead, pray 
about everything” (Philippians 
4:6, NLT). Ask the Lord to help 
you keep your eyes centered on 
Him rather than yourself and 
your worries. Faith in Him will 
give you peace of mind.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

The old ways 
don’t need to change

Put your faith in God to 
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Anyone with a young child today has 
likely worried about screen time and 
wondered about the impact of devices 
— TV, cellphones, iPads, Playstations, 
Wiis— on our kids. Does this technol-
ogy affect their brains? Does it harm 
them emotionally and socially?

YES. “Young children learn language 
best through interac-
tion and engagement 
with other people, 
particularly their 
moms and other 
relatives. The more 
these children are 
involved in watching 
TV, or playing with 
an iPad, a cellphone 
or another electronic 
device, the less time 
they have to talk with 
an adult or play a 
non-electronic game 
with themselves or 
with a friend.

“The first two years of life are criti-
cal — this is when the brain is grow-
ing the most, more than it will grow 
in the next 20 years. Delays here will 
be associated with later difficulties in 
learning to read and write in school.”

A study presented in 2017 at the 
Pediatric Academic Societies Meeting 
reported that every 30-percent in-
crease in the use of daily screen time 
was linked to a 49-percent increased 
risk in “expressive speech delay,” that 
is, in the use of sounds and words.  

The American Academy of Pediat-
rics recommends no screens at all, 
other than video-chatting with family, 
for children younger than 18 months. 

“The noise and activity of a screen 
can be distracting for a small child 
and can cause a disconnect between 
them and their parents.” (Quotes taken 
from cnn.com/2017.05/04/health/ba-
bies.)

For kids between 18 and 24 months, 
they recommend parents choose 
high-quality programming. They 
reported that nearly 40 percent of chil-
dren under age 2 used a mobile device 
in 2017 — an increase from 10 percent 
in 2011. These children are, of course, 
using their parents’ electronic devices.  

Parents need to think about how 
often they let their toddlers use their 
cellphones. Cellphones are not toys. 
Babies watch and model adults using 
cellphones. How often does your baby 
sit near a TV? When I was young, I was 
allowed one hour of TV per week, and 
my parents picked the hour. Instead, I 
played with other children, by myself 
or with family, read books and did my 
homework.

The best advice for parents is to 
engage with your child(ren). The best 
way to teach them language is to talk 
with them, read to them, play with 
them, use different vocabulary, point 
out things, tell them stories and have 
them tell you stories. Being a parent 
takes lots of time. Babies and toddlers 
don’t need expensive toys to learn or 
be happy. They need the love and atten-
tion of caring adults.

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/care-
givers and their children from birth to 2 years old, 
when the brain grows the most. We read (free) 
twice a month in public libraries and schools. We 
need volunteer readers. To help, contact director 
Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@ charter.
net or (864) 944-7881 or go to our website: www.
babyread.org. 

Dear Annie: I know I am stuck in 
the “old ways,” but I am trying to adapt 
to changing times. It is becoming very 
common for couples to live together before 
marriage.

While I have come to accept traditional 
and extravagant weddings as an occasion 
to finally declare their commitment before 

church and family, what 
I still struggle with are 
the bridal showers. This 
tradition is to gift the 
bride (and groom) with 
the necessities to set up 
their home as they begin 
their married life together. 
Many couples now have 
lived together for years in 
a furnished home. I doubt 
they are living without 
dishes, pots, towels, an 
iron, toaster or bedsheets! 
Why, just because they 
decide to marry, do they 
think they should be show-

ered with everything new? I sit in shock as 
brides open all those gifts that I know they 
must already have. One bride even said 
that since she had most everything, all the 
new gifts would be put away until she and 
her husband have a new home someday. 
Really? I’m to furnish her future home?!

If times have changed, maybe traditions 
should, too: Cancel the bridal shower if 
the couple has already set up house. 

— Like the Old Ways Better. 
Dear Like The Old Ways Better: I love 

the old ways as well. But I’m not so sure 
that the old ways were all that different. 
Whether people are living together or not, 
they still would appreciate an upgrade 
from their used pots, pans, dishes, glasses 
and sheets.  After the wedding ceremony, 
they will be living together as a married 
couple, and that is something that should 
be celebrated!

 Worry less about what is in the couple’s 
cupboard and more about what is in the 
couple’s heart. Wish them a very long and 
happy marriage and give them a gift that 
they will appreciate together as they enter 
this new and sacred phase of life.

Dear Annie: I have been talking to a 
guy overseas who says he’s in the military. 
However, I think he is sort of starting to 
be a scammer. Over the past few months, 
he has been asking for iTunes and Ama-
zon gift cards. Now he wants me to open 
up a bank account online in my name, 
claiming that his colleague will be the one 
to add the money to the account. He keeps 
pressing me to give him my information, 
such as my online username, password 
and Social Security number. I feel reluc-
tant to do this. What should I do? 

— Feeling Uncomfortable
Dear Feeling Uncomfortable: Heed 

your feelings. This guy isn’t just “starting 
to be a scammer”; he’s been a scammer 
all along. Don’t let him prey on you any 
longer. Take screenshots of his messages 
for your records and write down any other 
information you have on him; then block 
him on all messaging platforms. Don’t tell 
him you’re doing so, as he’ll just try wig-
gling his way back into your heart. 

Then report him to the Federal Trade 
Commission (https://www.ftccomplaintas-
sistant.gov), and check out the FTC’s blog 
post titled “Has an online love interest 
asked you for money?” You might recog-
nize some uncanny similarities to your 
experience.
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Question: I am a worrier by 
nature. My grandmother tells 
me that worry will make me 
old before my time. She says 
faith in God replaces worry, so 
why are people so resistant to 
trusting God? 

— D.G.
Answer: We 

live in an era that 
many refer to as 
“the age of anx-
iety.” Anxiety is 
the natural result 
when our hopes 
are centered on 
anything short of 
God and His will 
for us. When we 
make anything 
else our goal, 
frustration and 
defeat are inev-
itable. Though 
we have less to 

worry about than previous 
generations, we have more wor-
ry. Though we have it easier 
than our forefathers, we have 
more uneasiness. Though we 
have less real cause for anxiety 
than our predecessors, we are 
inwardly more anxious.

Calloused hands were the 
badge of the pioneer, but a 
furrowed brow is the insignia 
of the present generation. This 
brings about friction and con-
flict. God has never promised 
to remove all of our troubles, 
problems, and difficulties. But 
God has promised, in the midst 
of trouble, a genuine peace, a 
sense of assurance and securi-
ty for those who turn to Him by 
faith.

Many people are resistant 
to exchanging worry for faith 
because they often don’t truly 
believe in God. He is the One 
who gives us faith to believe 
and to trust Him if we will 
only submit our wills to Him. 
Corrie ten Boom used to say, 
“Worry is a lot like a rocking 
chair. A lot of effort goes into 
it but you don’t get very far.” 
The Bible says, “Don’t worry 
about anything; instead, pray 
about everything” (Philippians 
4:6, NLT). Ask the Lord to help 
you keep your eyes centered on 
Him rather than yourself and 
your worries. Faith in Him will 
give you peace of mind.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

The old ways 
don’t need to change

Put your faith in God to 
ÀQG�\RXU�SHDFH�RI�PLQG

The Wizard of Id

Anyone with a young child today has 
likely worried about screen time and 
wondered about the impact of devices 
— TV, cellphones, iPads, Playstations, 
Wiis— on our kids. Does this technol-
ogy affect their brains? Does it harm 
them emotionally and socially?

YES. “Young children learn language 
best through interac-
tion and engagement 
with other people, 
particularly their 
moms and other 
relatives. The more 
these children are 
involved in watching 
TV, or playing with 
an iPad, a cellphone 
or another electronic 
device, the less time 
they have to talk with 
an adult or play a 
non-electronic game 
with themselves or 
with a friend.

“The first two years of life are criti-
cal — this is when the brain is grow-
ing the most, more than it will grow 
in the next 20 years. Delays here will 
be associated with later difficulties in 
learning to read and write in school.”

A study presented in 2017 at the 
Pediatric Academic Societies Meeting 
reported that every 30-percent in-
crease in the use of daily screen time 
was linked to a 49-percent increased 
risk in “expressive speech delay,” that 
is, in the use of sounds and words.  

The American Academy of Pediat-
rics recommends no screens at all, 
other than video-chatting with family, 
for children younger than 18 months. 

“The noise and activity of a screen 
can be distracting for a small child 
and can cause a disconnect between 
them and their parents.” (Quotes taken 
from cnn.com/2017.05/04/health/ba-
bies.)

For kids between 18 and 24 months, 
they recommend parents choose 
high-quality programming. They 
reported that nearly 40 percent of chil-
dren under age 2 used a mobile device 
in 2017 — an increase from 10 percent 
in 2011. These children are, of course, 
using their parents’ electronic devices.  

Parents need to think about how 
often they let their toddlers use their 
cellphones. Cellphones are not toys. 
Babies watch and model adults using 
cellphones. How often does your baby 
sit near a TV? When I was young, I was 
allowed one hour of TV per week, and 
my parents picked the hour. Instead, I 
played with other children, by myself 
or with family, read books and did my 
homework.

The best advice for parents is to 
engage with your child(ren). The best 
way to teach them language is to talk 
with them, read to them, play with 
them, use different vocabulary, point 
out things, tell them stories and have 
them tell you stories. Being a parent 
takes lots of time. Babies and toddlers 
don’t need expensive toys to learn or 
be happy. They need the love and atten-
tion of caring adults.

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/care-
givers and their children from birth to 2 years old, 
when the brain grows the most. We read (free) 
twice a month in public libraries and schools. We 
need volunteer readers. To help, contact director 
Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@ charter.
net or (864) 944-7881 or go to our website: www.
babyread.org. 

Dear Annie: I know I am stuck in 
the “old ways,” but I am trying to adapt 
to changing times. It is becoming very 
common for couples to live together before 
marriage.

While I have come to accept traditional 
and extravagant weddings as an occasion 
to finally declare their commitment before 

church and family, what 
I still struggle with are 
the bridal showers. This 
tradition is to gift the 
bride (and groom) with 
the necessities to set up 
their home as they begin 
their married life together. 
Many couples now have 
lived together for years in 
a furnished home. I doubt 
they are living without 
dishes, pots, towels, an 
iron, toaster or bedsheets! 
Why, just because they 
decide to marry, do they 
think they should be show-

ered with everything new? I sit in shock as 
brides open all those gifts that I know they 
must already have. One bride even said 
that since she had most everything, all the 
new gifts would be put away until she and 
her husband have a new home someday. 
Really? I’m to furnish her future home?!

If times have changed, maybe traditions 
should, too: Cancel the bridal shower if 
the couple has already set up house. 

— Like the Old Ways Better. 
Dear Like The Old Ways Better: I love 

the old ways as well. But I’m not so sure 
that the old ways were all that different. 
Whether people are living together or not, 
they still would appreciate an upgrade 
from their used pots, pans, dishes, glasses 
and sheets.  After the wedding ceremony, 
they will be living together as a married 
couple, and that is something that should 
be celebrated!

 Worry less about what is in the couple’s 
cupboard and more about what is in the 
couple’s heart. Wish them a very long and 
happy marriage and give them a gift that 
they will appreciate together as they enter 
this new and sacred phase of life.

Dear Annie: I have been talking to a 
guy overseas who says he’s in the military. 
However, I think he is sort of starting to 
be a scammer. Over the past few months, 
he has been asking for iTunes and Ama-
zon gift cards. Now he wants me to open 
up a bank account online in my name, 
claiming that his colleague will be the one 
to add the money to the account. He keeps 
pressing me to give him my information, 
such as my online username, password 
and Social Security number. I feel reluc-
tant to do this. What should I do? 

— Feeling Uncomfortable
Dear Feeling Uncomfortable: Heed 

your feelings. This guy isn’t just “starting 
to be a scammer”; he’s been a scammer 
all along. Don’t let him prey on you any 
longer. Take screenshots of his messages 
for your records and write down any other 
information you have on him; then block 
him on all messaging platforms. Don’t tell 
him you’re doing so, as he’ll just try wig-
gling his way back into your heart. 

Then report him to the Federal Trade 
Commission (https://www.ftccomplaintas-
sistant.gov), and check out the FTC’s blog 
post titled “Has an online love interest 
asked you for money?” You might recog-
nize some uncanny similarities to your 
experience.
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Question: My atheist friend 
insists that the human race can 
live independent of religion; 
that goodness is a matter of 
mind over action. Can we be 
good on our own, apart from 
God? 

— G.L.
Answer: 

Human nature — 
ever intent to live 
independently 
of God and His 
transforming 
grace — claims 
that environ-
ment, education 
and right mental 
attitudes can 
change the heart 
and make it pure. 
There is a theory 
that if people will 
live in a whole-
some atmosphere, 

they can be good. This is the 
argument of humanists.

Although this may sound 
perfectly logical — like a good 
many man-made theories — it 
simply will not hold water. 
There are many who say that 
our mental attitude toward life 
needs to be changed: “If we 
think right, we are right.” To 
them the problem of evil is a 
psychological one. “Think posi-
tively... after all,” they say, “the 
Bible says, ‘As (a man) thinks 
in his heart, so is he” (Proverbs 
23:7). The problem is that they 
are not putting the verse in con-
text, for the Bible also says that 
the heart of man is deceitful 
and inherently wicked (Jeremi-
ah 17:9).

The “do-it-yourself” (DIY) 
rage is spreading everywhere, 
but it cannot be applied to living 
life as God intended. People 
are being told that they are 
self-sufficient and to be happy 
all that is required is to think 
happy thoughts. Such thoughts 
might cheer us and make us 
feel empowered, but they will 
never change us to be what God 
commands us to be.

We will never be “good” apart 
from God. The heart of man can 
only be changed by the Miracle 
Maker. Only Jesus Christ can 
create in us new hearts (Ezekiel 
36:26) that will follow the good-
ness of the Lord (Psalm 31:19).

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

More on babies, 
toddlers and technology

Being good 
isn’t a DIY task

The Wizard of Id

Five years ago, the Trib-
ble Center Special Needs 
Foundation was organized. 

The purpose of the 
foundation was to provide 
financial support to the 
programs offered at the 
Tribble Center. It also 

assists fam-
ilies within 
the service 
delivery 
system in 
times of 
crisis when 
all other 
avenues 
of funding 
have been 
exhausted.

The 
mission and 
focus of the 
foundation 
is to provide 
funding in 

support and enhancement 
of the services provided by 
the Tribble Center where 
traditional funding may 
not be available.

The mission is cen-
tered on fundraising 
efforts to support the 
daily activities, including 
case management, early 
intervention, adult day ser-
vices, residential services 
and various other support 
services.

The foundation has done 
a marvelous job continu-
ing to fulfill its mission, 
raising funds to assist peo-
ple and families in need, 
and this spring it assisted 
with the purchase of three 
generators for homes oper-
ated by the Oconee County 
Board of Disabilities and 
Special Needs. Our mutual 
goal is to have generators 
installed in the remaining 
10 homes. In order to do 
that, we have to raise the 
money.

So, the foundation has 
been working hard to have 
its first annual BBQ to 
raise the funds. The event 
is scheduled be held from 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Sept. 22 at 
the Tribble Center Recre-
ation Park. (Please see our 
website, thetribblecenter.
org, for more detailed 
information). The BBQ 
will be provided by Easley 
Police Chief Tim Tollison, 
Blue Light BBQ!

The members of the Trib-
ble Center Special Needs 
Foundation are: Monty 
Stancil, chair; Kathy Whit-
mire, vice-chair; Carrie 
Dunton, treasurer; Mike 
McNulty, Renee Woodall, 
Vicki Bottoms, Sarah 
McAlpine, chair of the 
Awareness Committee; Mi-
chael Tollison, chair of the 
Grants Committee, Scott 
Lynch and Maeve Binder.

JERRY MIZE is the executive 
director of the Tribble Center, 
thetribblecenter.org.

What scientists know is that a baby’s 
brain grows dramatically.  

At birth, each baby’s brain cell has 
about 2,500 connections to other brain 
cells. By age 3, the typical brain cell 
has 15,000 connections because of the 
baby’s astonishing ability to learn. 
The American Academy of Pediatrics 

argues that there’s no 
reason to take chanc-
es with that develop-
ment. 

For Dr. Jenny 
Radesky of the 
American Academy 
of Pediatrics, the 
rule was “no media 
on weekdays. They 
unplug at family 
dinner and before 
bed. For school-age 
children, they have a 
family movie night on 
Fridays ... an example 
of the principle ... of 

sharing screen time as a family.” 
Lauren Hale, a sleep researcher at 

Stony Brook University in New York, 
sums up her findings from over a 
decade of research: “As kids and adults 
watch or use screens, with light shin-
ing in their eyes and close to their face, 
bedtime gets delayed. It takes longer to 
fall asleep, sleep quality is reduced and 
total sleep time is decreased. Her rules: 
No screens in the bedroom and no 
screens as part of the bedtime routine. 
Her 4-year-old told his grandmother: 
‘You don’t want to look at a screen 
before bed because it tells your brain to 
stay awake.’” (Quotes, NPR, July 2018)

A few weeks ago, my husband and I 
went out to dinner. Seated a few tables 
away was a mom, dad and two children, 
about 5 and 7 years old. The dad was 
glued to his computer, the mom was 
talking on her cellphone and each child 
was mesmerized by a Game Boy. No one 
talked to each other for the 20 minutes 
they waited for their food to arrive. A 
huge opportunity for family conver-
sation and togetherness was lost. The 
adults need to set a rule of no electron-
ics during mealtimes.

“Young children mimic what you 
do. If you are tied to your devices — 
checking email during diaper changes, 
texting during playtime, listening on 
the phone while you “read” to your 
baby — your behavior will imprint on 
your child. More importantly, you are 
distracted from paying attention to 
your baby. Your baby learns it is fun to 
talk on a cellphone.” (2018 Washington 
Parent)  

Reading, talking and hugging your 
child is what is needed.

In addition, “The visual stimuli of 
many apps give children a regular 
squirt of dopamine, a brain chemical 
that creates sensations of pleasure. Too 
much of this can create cravings hard 
to resist.”(2018 Washington Parent)  

Babies, toddlers and older children 
learn to crave electronic devices.

Pre-schoolers need the loving atten-
tion of their families. Why risk your 
baby’s healthy development by letting 
him/her play with electronic devices?  

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/care-
givers and their children from birth to 2 years old 
when the brain grows the most. We read (free) twice 
a month in town and school libraries. We need vol-
unteer readers. To help, contact our director, Caren 
von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@ charter.net or (864) 
944-7881 or www.babyread.org. 
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Question: My atheist friend 
insists that the human race can 
live independent of religion; 
that goodness is a matter of 
mind over action. Can we be 
good on our own, apart from 
God? 

— G.L.
Answer: 

Human nature — 
ever intent to live 
independently 
of God and His 
transforming 
grace — claims 
that environ-
ment, education 
and right mental 
attitudes can 
change the heart 
and make it pure. 
There is a theory 
that if people will 
live in a whole-
some atmosphere, 

they can be good. This is the 
argument of humanists.

Although this may sound 
perfectly logical — like a good 
many man-made theories — it 
simply will not hold water. 
There are many who say that 
our mental attitude toward life 
needs to be changed: “If we 
think right, we are right.” To 
them the problem of evil is a 
psychological one. “Think posi-
tively... after all,” they say, “the 
Bible says, ‘As (a man) thinks 
in his heart, so is he” (Proverbs 
23:7). The problem is that they 
are not putting the verse in con-
text, for the Bible also says that 
the heart of man is deceitful 
and inherently wicked (Jeremi-
ah 17:9).

The “do-it-yourself” (DIY) 
rage is spreading everywhere, 
but it cannot be applied to living 
life as God intended. People 
are being told that they are 
self-sufficient and to be happy 
all that is required is to think 
happy thoughts. Such thoughts 
might cheer us and make us 
feel empowered, but they will 
never change us to be what God 
commands us to be.

We will never be “good” apart 
from God. The heart of man can 
only be changed by the Miracle 
Maker. Only Jesus Christ can 
create in us new hearts (Ezekiel 
36:26) that will follow the good-
ness of the Lord (Psalm 31:19).

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

More on babies, 
toddlers and technology

Being good 
isn’t a DIY task

The Wizard of Id

Five years ago, the Trib-
ble Center Special Needs 
Foundation was organized. 

The purpose of the 
foundation was to provide 
financial support to the 
programs offered at the 
Tribble Center. It also 

assists fam-
ilies within 
the service 
delivery 
system in 
times of 
crisis when 
all other 
avenues 
of funding 
have been 
exhausted.

The 
mission and 
focus of the 
foundation 
is to provide 
funding in 

support and enhancement 
of the services provided by 
the Tribble Center where 
traditional funding may 
not be available.

The mission is cen-
tered on fundraising 
efforts to support the 
daily activities, including 
case management, early 
intervention, adult day ser-
vices, residential services 
and various other support 
services.

The foundation has done 
a marvelous job continu-
ing to fulfill its mission, 
raising funds to assist peo-
ple and families in need, 
and this spring it assisted 
with the purchase of three 
generators for homes oper-
ated by the Oconee County 
Board of Disabilities and 
Special Needs. Our mutual 
goal is to have generators 
installed in the remaining 
10 homes. In order to do 
that, we have to raise the 
money.

So, the foundation has 
been working hard to have 
its first annual BBQ to 
raise the funds. The event 
is scheduled be held from 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Sept. 22 at 
the Tribble Center Recre-
ation Park. (Please see our 
website, thetribblecenter.
org, for more detailed 
information). The BBQ 
will be provided by Easley 
Police Chief Tim Tollison, 
Blue Light BBQ!

The members of the Trib-
ble Center Special Needs 
Foundation are: Monty 
Stancil, chair; Kathy Whit-
mire, vice-chair; Carrie 
Dunton, treasurer; Mike 
McNulty, Renee Woodall, 
Vicki Bottoms, Sarah 
McAlpine, chair of the 
Awareness Committee; Mi-
chael Tollison, chair of the 
Grants Committee, Scott 
Lynch and Maeve Binder.

JERRY MIZE is the executive 
director of the Tribble Center, 
thetribblecenter.org.

What scientists know is that a baby’s 
brain grows dramatically.  

At birth, each baby’s brain cell has 
about 2,500 connections to other brain 
cells. By age 3, the typical brain cell 
has 15,000 connections because of the 
baby’s astonishing ability to learn. 
The American Academy of Pediatrics 

argues that there’s no 
reason to take chanc-
es with that develop-
ment. 

For Dr. Jenny 
Radesky of the 
American Academy 
of Pediatrics, the 
rule was “no media 
on weekdays. They 
unplug at family 
dinner and before 
bed. For school-age 
children, they have a 
family movie night on 
Fridays ... an example 
of the principle ... of 

sharing screen time as a family.” 
Lauren Hale, a sleep researcher at 

Stony Brook University in New York, 
sums up her findings from over a 
decade of research: “As kids and adults 
watch or use screens, with light shin-
ing in their eyes and close to their face, 
bedtime gets delayed. It takes longer to 
fall asleep, sleep quality is reduced and 
total sleep time is decreased. Her rules: 
No screens in the bedroom and no 
screens as part of the bedtime routine. 
Her 4-year-old told his grandmother: 
‘You don’t want to look at a screen 
before bed because it tells your brain to 
stay awake.’” (Quotes, NPR, July 2018)

A few weeks ago, my husband and I 
went out to dinner. Seated a few tables 
away was a mom, dad and two children, 
about 5 and 7 years old. The dad was 
glued to his computer, the mom was 
talking on her cellphone and each child 
was mesmerized by a Game Boy. No one 
talked to each other for the 20 minutes 
they waited for their food to arrive. A 
huge opportunity for family conver-
sation and togetherness was lost. The 
adults need to set a rule of no electron-
ics during mealtimes.

“Young children mimic what you 
do. If you are tied to your devices — 
checking email during diaper changes, 
texting during playtime, listening on 
the phone while you “read” to your 
baby — your behavior will imprint on 
your child. More importantly, you are 
distracted from paying attention to 
your baby. Your baby learns it is fun to 
talk on a cellphone.” (2018 Washington 
Parent)  

Reading, talking and hugging your 
child is what is needed.

In addition, “The visual stimuli of 
many apps give children a regular 
squirt of dopamine, a brain chemical 
that creates sensations of pleasure. Too 
much of this can create cravings hard 
to resist.”(2018 Washington Parent)  

Babies, toddlers and older children 
learn to crave electronic devices.

Pre-schoolers need the loving atten-
tion of their families. Why risk your 
baby’s healthy development by letting 
him/her play with electronic devices?  

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/care-
givers and their children from birth to 2 years old 
when the brain grows the most. We read (free) twice 
a month in town and school libraries. We need vol-
unteer readers. To help, contact our director, Caren 
von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@ charter.net or (864) 
944-7881 or www.babyread.org. 
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Question: My atheist friend 
insists that the human race can 
live independent of religion; 
that goodness is a matter of 
mind over action. Can we be 
good on our own, apart from 
God? 

— G.L.
Answer: 

Human nature — 
ever intent to live 
independently 
of God and His 
transforming 
grace — claims 
that environ-
ment, education 
and right mental 
attitudes can 
change the heart 
and make it pure. 
There is a theory 
that if people will 
live in a whole-
some atmosphere, 

they can be good. This is the 
argument of humanists.

Although this may sound 
perfectly logical — like a good 
many man-made theories — it 
simply will not hold water. 
There are many who say that 
our mental attitude toward life 
needs to be changed: “If we 
think right, we are right.” To 
them the problem of evil is a 
psychological one. “Think posi-
tively... after all,” they say, “the 
Bible says, ‘As (a man) thinks 
in his heart, so is he” (Proverbs 
23:7). The problem is that they 
are not putting the verse in con-
text, for the Bible also says that 
the heart of man is deceitful 
and inherently wicked (Jeremi-
ah 17:9).

The “do-it-yourself” (DIY) 
rage is spreading everywhere, 
but it cannot be applied to living 
life as God intended. People 
are being told that they are 
self-sufficient and to be happy 
all that is required is to think 
happy thoughts. Such thoughts 
might cheer us and make us 
feel empowered, but they will 
never change us to be what God 
commands us to be.

We will never be “good” apart 
from God. The heart of man can 
only be changed by the Miracle 
Maker. Only Jesus Christ can 
create in us new hearts (Ezekiel 
36:26) that will follow the good-
ness of the Lord (Psalm 31:19).

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

More on babies, 
toddlers and technology

Being good 
isn’t a DIY task

The Wizard of Id

Five years ago, the Trib-
ble Center Special Needs 
Foundation was organized. 

The purpose of the 
foundation was to provide 
financial support to the 
programs offered at the 
Tribble Center. It also 

assists fam-
ilies within 
the service 
delivery 
system in 
times of 
crisis when 
all other 
avenues 
of funding 
have been 
exhausted.

The 
mission and 
focus of the 
foundation 
is to provide 
funding in 

support and enhancement 
of the services provided by 
the Tribble Center where 
traditional funding may 
not be available.

The mission is cen-
tered on fundraising 
efforts to support the 
daily activities, including 
case management, early 
intervention, adult day ser-
vices, residential services 
and various other support 
services.

The foundation has done 
a marvelous job continu-
ing to fulfill its mission, 
raising funds to assist peo-
ple and families in need, 
and this spring it assisted 
with the purchase of three 
generators for homes oper-
ated by the Oconee County 
Board of Disabilities and 
Special Needs. Our mutual 
goal is to have generators 
installed in the remaining 
10 homes. In order to do 
that, we have to raise the 
money.

So, the foundation has 
been working hard to have 
its first annual BBQ to 
raise the funds. The event 
is scheduled be held from 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Sept. 22 at 
the Tribble Center Recre-
ation Park. (Please see our 
website, thetribblecenter.
org, for more detailed 
information). The BBQ 
will be provided by Easley 
Police Chief Tim Tollison, 
Blue Light BBQ!

The members of the Trib-
ble Center Special Needs 
Foundation are: Monty 
Stancil, chair; Kathy Whit-
mire, vice-chair; Carrie 
Dunton, treasurer; Mike 
McNulty, Renee Woodall, 
Vicki Bottoms, Sarah 
McAlpine, chair of the 
Awareness Committee; Mi-
chael Tollison, chair of the 
Grants Committee, Scott 
Lynch and Maeve Binder.

JERRY MIZE is the executive 
director of the Tribble Center, 
thetribblecenter.org.

What scientists know is that a baby’s 
brain grows dramatically.  

At birth, each baby’s brain cell has 
about 2,500 connections to other brain 
cells. By age 3, the typical brain cell 
has 15,000 connections because of the 
baby’s astonishing ability to learn. 
The American Academy of Pediatrics 

argues that there’s no 
reason to take chanc-
es with that develop-
ment. 

For Dr. Jenny 
Radesky of the 
American Academy 
of Pediatrics, the 
rule was “no media 
on weekdays. They 
unplug at family 
dinner and before 
bed. For school-age 
children, they have a 
family movie night on 
Fridays ... an example 
of the principle ... of 

sharing screen time as a family.” 
Lauren Hale, a sleep researcher at 

Stony Brook University in New York, 
sums up her findings from over a 
decade of research: “As kids and adults 
watch or use screens, with light shin-
ing in their eyes and close to their face, 
bedtime gets delayed. It takes longer to 
fall asleep, sleep quality is reduced and 
total sleep time is decreased. Her rules: 
No screens in the bedroom and no 
screens as part of the bedtime routine. 
Her 4-year-old told his grandmother: 
‘You don’t want to look at a screen 
before bed because it tells your brain to 
stay awake.’” (Quotes, NPR, July 2018)

A few weeks ago, my husband and I 
went out to dinner. Seated a few tables 
away was a mom, dad and two children, 
about 5 and 7 years old. The dad was 
glued to his computer, the mom was 
talking on her cellphone and each child 
was mesmerized by a Game Boy. No one 
talked to each other for the 20 minutes 
they waited for their food to arrive. A 
huge opportunity for family conver-
sation and togetherness was lost. The 
adults need to set a rule of no electron-
ics during mealtimes.

“Young children mimic what you 
do. If you are tied to your devices — 
checking email during diaper changes, 
texting during playtime, listening on 
the phone while you “read” to your 
baby — your behavior will imprint on 
your child. More importantly, you are 
distracted from paying attention to 
your baby. Your baby learns it is fun to 
talk on a cellphone.” (2018 Washington 
Parent)  

Reading, talking and hugging your 
child is what is needed.

In addition, “The visual stimuli of 
many apps give children a regular 
squirt of dopamine, a brain chemical 
that creates sensations of pleasure. Too 
much of this can create cravings hard 
to resist.”(2018 Washington Parent)  

Babies, toddlers and older children 
learn to crave electronic devices.

Pre-schoolers need the loving atten-
tion of their families. Why risk your 
baby’s healthy development by letting 
him/her play with electronic devices?  

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/care-
givers and their children from birth to 2 years old 
when the brain grows the most. We read (free) twice 
a month in town and school libraries. We need vol-
unteer readers. To help, contact our director, Caren 
von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@ charter.net or (864) 
944-7881 or www.babyread.org. 
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Question: I hear a lot about 
prayer but seldom do I hear 
a pastor preach about it. Are 
people expected to know how to 
pray? 

— P.D.
Answer: Jesus considered 

prayer more important than 
food. The Bible 
tells us that 
Jesus prayed 
hours before 
breakfast, rising 
up a great while 
before daybreak 
(Mark 1:35). The 
precious hours of 
fellowship with 
His Father meant 
more to Him than 
sleep (Luke 6:12). 
Jesus would leave 
the great crowds 
gathered to hear 
Him preach and 

go to the wilderness so that 
He could spend time in prayer 
(Luke 5). How different our 
world would be if people were 
committed to do the same.

Jesus prayed at funerals, and 
the dead were raised. He prayed 
over the five loaves and two 
fishes, and a multitude of people 
were fed.

And God has blessed those 
who committed themselves to 
prayer. Noah prayed, and God 
handed him a blueprint to build 
the ark. Moses prayed, and God 
delivered the Israelites from 
bondage. Gideon prayed, and 
the host of a formidable enemy 
fled in fear before his army of 
only 300. Daniel prayed, and the 
mouths of the lions were closed. 
Elijah prayed, and the fire of 
God consumed the sacrifice in 
the presence of the prophets 
of Baal. David prayed, and he 
defeated Goliath on the Philis-
tine battleground. The disciples 
prayed, and 3,000 people were 
added to the church in one day. 
Paul prayed, and hundreds of 
churches were born in Asia 
Minor and Europe. God does 
answer prayer when we pray 
according to His will.

Remember that the disciples 
asked Jesus to teach them to 
pray. We must ask God to help 
us pray with our hearts and 
minds centered on Him. This is 
the power of prayer.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

Not at his 
beck and call

Jesus is proof of the 
power of prayer

The Wizard of Id

S.O.S.: BabyRead needs readers. 
We are an all-volunteer organization 

that reads with moms/caregivers and 
their children from birth to 2 years, when 
the brain grows the most. We read to fam-
ilies who don’t have many books in their 
homes. We read twice a month in free 
one-hour sessions in town and at school 

libraries. 
To  help, contact Car-

en von Hippel, Ph.D., 
at babyread@ charter.
net, (864) 944-7881 or 
babyread.org.  

Meet one of our fam-
ilies:

Jordan, 7, is mom’s 
little helper, while 
Isabella and Ryker are 
BabyRead “clients.” 
Isabella, or Bella as 
her family calls her, is 
a very busy 2 year old 
who finds it hard to sit 
still but truly loves her 

books. Martha has been reading with this 
family for about a year, so Ryker, almost 8 
months old, has been read to since birth. 
You can’t imagine any two children more 
different than Bella and Ryker. Ryker’s 
attention is glued to the books, while Bel-
la is a multi-tasking child, often dashing 
to and fro while being read to.  

Nicole and her husband, Quinnon, first 
heard about BabyRead while attending 
a K4 screening for their second-oldest 
son, Camson, who is now 5. Generally, 
BabyRead has a table with a poster and 
children’s books at this event, where 
volunteers introduce BabyRead to fami-
lies as they come to have their children 
screened for K4. 

Nicole immediately knew she wanted 
Bella and the new baby to be part of our 
program. She had already begun read-
ing to Bella, prompted by Jordan’s love 
of reading. She had not read to her older 
children, Jordan, Camson and Zion, age 
9. Nicole now realizes it would have been 
better if she had read to them all from 
birth.

BabyRead has made a huge impact on 
this entire family — they have become a 
family of readers. Reading is part of every 
night’s bedtime routine. Jordan is an avid 
reader. She can often be found reading 
to Bella, who brings her one of her very 
own books, gifts from BabyRead, with the 
demand, “Read, read!” Bella also “reads” 
to Ryker and to herself. Even Mom and 
Dad have gotten into the act. Nicole says 
they now carve out time for themselves 
to read, even though they both work full 
time. Nicole is manager of a UPS store, 
and her husband is a special ed aid and 
assistant football coach. 

When I asked Nicole if she thinks her 
children enjoy BabyRead, she answered 
with an emphatic, “Yes!” She says when 
Bella knows they are going to the library 
to meet with Martha she gets so excited 
she starts jumping up and down. Ni-
cole says she, too, looks forward to the 
twice-monthly reading sessions at the 
Seneca library.  

Bella is very proud of the books Bab-
yRead gives her. They love building a 
library of books at home with the gifts 
from BabyRead. Bella always wants her 
new book read to her that night, and she 
takes it to her crib with her and “reads” 
it.  

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/caregivers 
and their children from birth to 2 years old when the 
brain grows the most. To help, contact director Caren 
von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@charter.net, (864) 
944-7881 or babyread.org. 

Dear Annie: I was widowed two years 
ago. I joined a group last year that gets 
out and does things together. About 10 
months ago, I started dating one of the 
guys in the group. We are both in our 60s. 
In the beginning, he called and asked me 
to dinner and other activities. Now, when 
I am running errands and he calls, he 

asks, “Are you going to 
stop by?” The other day, I 
got a text message asking 
whether I would be his 
date in four hours for 
dinner. Yesterday I went 
to church and stopped by 
the grocery. He called as I 
was returning home and 
said I could have called 
him to go to lunch. I tried 
explaining that I had not 
had lunch yet and had 
frozen food in the car, but 
he didn’t seem to listen, 
because he repeated that 
I should have called him 

and asked him to meet me for lunch. I 
have bought numerous tickets for con-
certs and other events, which he seemed 
to enjoy.

 Am I being too old-fashioned to expect 
him to take the lead for some dates or call 
more than four hours before a dinner 
date? I have tried more than once to tell 
him that his lack of planning makes me 
feel as if he is taking me for granted. His 
response was, “What do I know? I am just 
a dumb man.” I now go ahead and make 
my own plans for the following day, think-
ing he may take the hint that I am not 
sitting around idly waiting all the time.

  is a nice guy and says he loves me, but I 
feel that if he really wanted to be with me, 
he would invite me like a date. 

— Underbooked
Dear Underbooked: Time to let this 

man know that you’re not his on-call 
girlfriend, that you have a life outside 
of the relationship and that you can’t 
always drop everything to go see him at 
the last minute. You’ve told him as much 
with words; now keep saying it with your 
actions. Continue to make your own 
plans, and don’t change them for him. 
(This doesn’t have to be rigid or abso-
lute. It’s just a general rule.) If he cares 
to date you, he’ll care to start getting in 
your datebook, at least a couple of days 
in advance. I have a feeling that by your 
acting instructively, this “dumb man” (an 
act I don’t buy, by the by) will learn very 
quickly.

Dear Annie: I’m a faithful reader of 
your column. There is one thing I’ve not 
seen addressed that I’m sure other people 
have a need to know.

When you’re dining out and the check 
is placed on your table, should the 20 per-
cent tip apply to the total amount? In my 
way of thinking, it should be computed on 
just the food and service and not the tax. 
If people wish to include tips on the tax, 
that is their privilege, but others like me 
feel differently. I don’t want to regularly 
overtip, as that adds up, but I want to do 
the right thing by servers, of course. 

— One Who Tips
Dear One Who Tips: If you feel like go-

ing above and beyond and tipping on the 
post-tax amount, I’m sure that any server 
would appreciate it. However, it’s by no 
means necessary. Tipping based on the 
pretax amount is logical, acceptable and 
expected, so you can rest assured you’re 
doing the right thing.
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Question: I hear a lot about 
prayer but seldom do I hear 
a pastor preach about it. Are 
people expected to know how to 
pray? 

— P.D.
Answer: Jesus considered 

prayer more important than 
food. The Bible 
tells us that 
Jesus prayed 
hours before 
breakfast, rising 
up a great while 
before daybreak 
(Mark 1:35). The 
precious hours of 
fellowship with 
His Father meant 
more to Him than 
sleep (Luke 6:12). 
Jesus would leave 
the great crowds 
gathered to hear 
Him preach and 

go to the wilderness so that 
He could spend time in prayer 
(Luke 5). How different our 
world would be if people were 
committed to do the same.

Jesus prayed at funerals, and 
the dead were raised. He prayed 
over the five loaves and two 
fishes, and a multitude of people 
were fed.

And God has blessed those 
who committed themselves to 
prayer. Noah prayed, and God 
handed him a blueprint to build 
the ark. Moses prayed, and God 
delivered the Israelites from 
bondage. Gideon prayed, and 
the host of a formidable enemy 
fled in fear before his army of 
only 300. Daniel prayed, and the 
mouths of the lions were closed. 
Elijah prayed, and the fire of 
God consumed the sacrifice in 
the presence of the prophets 
of Baal. David prayed, and he 
defeated Goliath on the Philis-
tine battleground. The disciples 
prayed, and 3,000 people were 
added to the church in one day. 
Paul prayed, and hundreds of 
churches were born in Asia 
Minor and Europe. God does 
answer prayer when we pray 
according to His will.

Remember that the disciples 
asked Jesus to teach them to 
pray. We must ask God to help 
us pray with our hearts and 
minds centered on Him. This is 
the power of prayer.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

Not at his 
beck and call

Jesus is proof of the 
power of prayer

The Wizard of Id

S.O.S.: BabyRead needs readers. 
We are an all-volunteer organization 

that reads with moms/caregivers and 
their children from birth to 2 years, when 
the brain grows the most. We read to fam-
ilies who don’t have many books in their 
homes. We read twice a month in free 
one-hour sessions in town and at school 

libraries. 
To  help, contact Car-

en von Hippel, Ph.D., 
at babyread@ charter.
net, (864) 944-7881 or 
babyread.org.  

Meet one of our fam-
ilies:

Jordan, 7, is mom’s 
little helper, while 
Isabella and Ryker are 
BabyRead “clients.” 
Isabella, or Bella as 
her family calls her, is 
a very busy 2 year old 
who finds it hard to sit 
still but truly loves her 

books. Martha has been reading with this 
family for about a year, so Ryker, almost 8 
months old, has been read to since birth. 
You can’t imagine any two children more 
different than Bella and Ryker. Ryker’s 
attention is glued to the books, while Bel-
la is a multi-tasking child, often dashing 
to and fro while being read to.  

Nicole and her husband, Quinnon, first 
heard about BabyRead while attending 
a K4 screening for their second-oldest 
son, Camson, who is now 5. Generally, 
BabyRead has a table with a poster and 
children’s books at this event, where 
volunteers introduce BabyRead to fami-
lies as they come to have their children 
screened for K4. 

Nicole immediately knew she wanted 
Bella and the new baby to be part of our 
program. She had already begun read-
ing to Bella, prompted by Jordan’s love 
of reading. She had not read to her older 
children, Jordan, Camson and Zion, age 
9. Nicole now realizes it would have been 
better if she had read to them all from 
birth.

BabyRead has made a huge impact on 
this entire family — they have become a 
family of readers. Reading is part of every 
night’s bedtime routine. Jordan is an avid 
reader. She can often be found reading 
to Bella, who brings her one of her very 
own books, gifts from BabyRead, with the 
demand, “Read, read!” Bella also “reads” 
to Ryker and to herself. Even Mom and 
Dad have gotten into the act. Nicole says 
they now carve out time for themselves 
to read, even though they both work full 
time. Nicole is manager of a UPS store, 
and her husband is a special ed aid and 
assistant football coach. 

When I asked Nicole if she thinks her 
children enjoy BabyRead, she answered 
with an emphatic, “Yes!” She says when 
Bella knows they are going to the library 
to meet with Martha she gets so excited 
she starts jumping up and down. Ni-
cole says she, too, looks forward to the 
twice-monthly reading sessions at the 
Seneca library.  

Bella is very proud of the books Bab-
yRead gives her. They love building a 
library of books at home with the gifts 
from BabyRead. Bella always wants her 
new book read to her that night, and she 
takes it to her crib with her and “reads” 
it.  

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/caregivers 
and their children from birth to 2 years old when the 
brain grows the most. To help, contact director Caren 
von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@charter.net, (864) 
944-7881 or babyread.org. 

Dear Annie: I was widowed two years 
ago. I joined a group last year that gets 
out and does things together. About 10 
months ago, I started dating one of the 
guys in the group. We are both in our 60s. 
In the beginning, he called and asked me 
to dinner and other activities. Now, when 
I am running errands and he calls, he 

asks, “Are you going to 
stop by?” The other day, I 
got a text message asking 
whether I would be his 
date in four hours for 
dinner. Yesterday I went 
to church and stopped by 
the grocery. He called as I 
was returning home and 
said I could have called 
him to go to lunch. I tried 
explaining that I had not 
had lunch yet and had 
frozen food in the car, but 
he didn’t seem to listen, 
because he repeated that 
I should have called him 

and asked him to meet me for lunch. I 
have bought numerous tickets for con-
certs and other events, which he seemed 
to enjoy.

 Am I being too old-fashioned to expect 
him to take the lead for some dates or call 
more than four hours before a dinner 
date? I have tried more than once to tell 
him that his lack of planning makes me 
feel as if he is taking me for granted. His 
response was, “What do I know? I am just 
a dumb man.” I now go ahead and make 
my own plans for the following day, think-
ing he may take the hint that I am not 
sitting around idly waiting all the time.

  is a nice guy and says he loves me, but I 
feel that if he really wanted to be with me, 
he would invite me like a date. 

— Underbooked
Dear Underbooked: Time to let this 

man know that you’re not his on-call 
girlfriend, that you have a life outside 
of the relationship and that you can’t 
always drop everything to go see him at 
the last minute. You’ve told him as much 
with words; now keep saying it with your 
actions. Continue to make your own 
plans, and don’t change them for him. 
(This doesn’t have to be rigid or abso-
lute. It’s just a general rule.) If he cares 
to date you, he’ll care to start getting in 
your datebook, at least a couple of days 
in advance. I have a feeling that by your 
acting instructively, this “dumb man” (an 
act I don’t buy, by the by) will learn very 
quickly.

Dear Annie: I’m a faithful reader of 
your column. There is one thing I’ve not 
seen addressed that I’m sure other people 
have a need to know.

When you’re dining out and the check 
is placed on your table, should the 20 per-
cent tip apply to the total amount? In my 
way of thinking, it should be computed on 
just the food and service and not the tax. 
If people wish to include tips on the tax, 
that is their privilege, but others like me 
feel differently. I don’t want to regularly 
overtip, as that adds up, but I want to do 
the right thing by servers, of course. 

— One Who Tips
Dear One Who Tips: If you feel like go-

ing above and beyond and tipping on the 
post-tax amount, I’m sure that any server 
would appreciate it. However, it’s by no 
means necessary. Tipping based on the 
pretax amount is logical, acceptable and 
expected, so you can rest assured you’re 
doing the right thing.
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Question: I hear a lot about 
prayer but seldom do I hear 
a pastor preach about it. Are 
people expected to know how to 
pray? 

— P.D.
Answer: Jesus considered 

prayer more important than 
food. The Bible 
tells us that 
Jesus prayed 
hours before 
breakfast, rising 
up a great while 
before daybreak 
(Mark 1:35). The 
precious hours of 
fellowship with 
His Father meant 
more to Him than 
sleep (Luke 6:12). 
Jesus would leave 
the great crowds 
gathered to hear 
Him preach and 

go to the wilderness so that 
He could spend time in prayer 
(Luke 5). How different our 
world would be if people were 
committed to do the same.

Jesus prayed at funerals, and 
the dead were raised. He prayed 
over the five loaves and two 
fishes, and a multitude of people 
were fed.

And God has blessed those 
who committed themselves to 
prayer. Noah prayed, and God 
handed him a blueprint to build 
the ark. Moses prayed, and God 
delivered the Israelites from 
bondage. Gideon prayed, and 
the host of a formidable enemy 
fled in fear before his army of 
only 300. Daniel prayed, and the 
mouths of the lions were closed. 
Elijah prayed, and the fire of 
God consumed the sacrifice in 
the presence of the prophets 
of Baal. David prayed, and he 
defeated Goliath on the Philis-
tine battleground. The disciples 
prayed, and 3,000 people were 
added to the church in one day. 
Paul prayed, and hundreds of 
churches were born in Asia 
Minor and Europe. God does 
answer prayer when we pray 
according to His will.

Remember that the disciples 
asked Jesus to teach them to 
pray. We must ask God to help 
us pray with our hearts and 
minds centered on Him. This is 
the power of prayer.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

Not at his 
beck and call

Jesus is proof of the 
power of prayer

The Wizard of Id

S.O.S.: BabyRead needs readers. 
We are an all-volunteer organization 

that reads with moms/caregivers and 
their children from birth to 2 years, when 
the brain grows the most. We read to fam-
ilies who don’t have many books in their 
homes. We read twice a month in free 
one-hour sessions in town and at school 

libraries. 
To  help, contact Car-

en von Hippel, Ph.D., 
at babyread@ charter.
net, (864) 944-7881 or 
babyread.org.  

Meet one of our fam-
ilies:

Jordan, 7, is mom’s 
little helper, while 
Isabella and Ryker are 
BabyRead “clients.” 
Isabella, or Bella as 
her family calls her, is 
a very busy 2 year old 
who finds it hard to sit 
still but truly loves her 

books. Martha has been reading with this 
family for about a year, so Ryker, almost 8 
months old, has been read to since birth. 
You can’t imagine any two children more 
different than Bella and Ryker. Ryker’s 
attention is glued to the books, while Bel-
la is a multi-tasking child, often dashing 
to and fro while being read to.  

Nicole and her husband, Quinnon, first 
heard about BabyRead while attending 
a K4 screening for their second-oldest 
son, Camson, who is now 5. Generally, 
BabyRead has a table with a poster and 
children’s books at this event, where 
volunteers introduce BabyRead to fami-
lies as they come to have their children 
screened for K4. 

Nicole immediately knew she wanted 
Bella and the new baby to be part of our 
program. She had already begun read-
ing to Bella, prompted by Jordan’s love 
of reading. She had not read to her older 
children, Jordan, Camson and Zion, age 
9. Nicole now realizes it would have been 
better if she had read to them all from 
birth.

BabyRead has made a huge impact on 
this entire family — they have become a 
family of readers. Reading is part of every 
night’s bedtime routine. Jordan is an avid 
reader. She can often be found reading 
to Bella, who brings her one of her very 
own books, gifts from BabyRead, with the 
demand, “Read, read!” Bella also “reads” 
to Ryker and to herself. Even Mom and 
Dad have gotten into the act. Nicole says 
they now carve out time for themselves 
to read, even though they both work full 
time. Nicole is manager of a UPS store, 
and her husband is a special ed aid and 
assistant football coach. 

When I asked Nicole if she thinks her 
children enjoy BabyRead, she answered 
with an emphatic, “Yes!” She says when 
Bella knows they are going to the library 
to meet with Martha she gets so excited 
she starts jumping up and down. Ni-
cole says she, too, looks forward to the 
twice-monthly reading sessions at the 
Seneca library.  

Bella is very proud of the books Bab-
yRead gives her. They love building a 
library of books at home with the gifts 
from BabyRead. Bella always wants her 
new book read to her that night, and she 
takes it to her crib with her and “reads” 
it.  

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/caregivers 
and their children from birth to 2 years old when the 
brain grows the most. To help, contact director Caren 
von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@charter.net, (864) 
944-7881 or babyread.org. 

Dear Annie: I was widowed two years 
ago. I joined a group last year that gets 
out and does things together. About 10 
months ago, I started dating one of the 
guys in the group. We are both in our 60s. 
In the beginning, he called and asked me 
to dinner and other activities. Now, when 
I am running errands and he calls, he 

asks, “Are you going to 
stop by?” The other day, I 
got a text message asking 
whether I would be his 
date in four hours for 
dinner. Yesterday I went 
to church and stopped by 
the grocery. He called as I 
was returning home and 
said I could have called 
him to go to lunch. I tried 
explaining that I had not 
had lunch yet and had 
frozen food in the car, but 
he didn’t seem to listen, 
because he repeated that 
I should have called him 

and asked him to meet me for lunch. I 
have bought numerous tickets for con-
certs and other events, which he seemed 
to enjoy.

 Am I being too old-fashioned to expect 
him to take the lead for some dates or call 
more than four hours before a dinner 
date? I have tried more than once to tell 
him that his lack of planning makes me 
feel as if he is taking me for granted. His 
response was, “What do I know? I am just 
a dumb man.” I now go ahead and make 
my own plans for the following day, think-
ing he may take the hint that I am not 
sitting around idly waiting all the time.

  is a nice guy and says he loves me, but I 
feel that if he really wanted to be with me, 
he would invite me like a date. 

— Underbooked
Dear Underbooked: Time to let this 

man know that you’re not his on-call 
girlfriend, that you have a life outside 
of the relationship and that you can’t 
always drop everything to go see him at 
the last minute. You’ve told him as much 
with words; now keep saying it with your 
actions. Continue to make your own 
plans, and don’t change them for him. 
(This doesn’t have to be rigid or abso-
lute. It’s just a general rule.) If he cares 
to date you, he’ll care to start getting in 
your datebook, at least a couple of days 
in advance. I have a feeling that by your 
acting instructively, this “dumb man” (an 
act I don’t buy, by the by) will learn very 
quickly.

Dear Annie: I’m a faithful reader of 
your column. There is one thing I’ve not 
seen addressed that I’m sure other people 
have a need to know.

When you’re dining out and the check 
is placed on your table, should the 20 per-
cent tip apply to the total amount? In my 
way of thinking, it should be computed on 
just the food and service and not the tax. 
If people wish to include tips on the tax, 
that is their privilege, but others like me 
feel differently. I don’t want to regularly 
overtip, as that adds up, but I want to do 
the right thing by servers, of course. 

— One Who Tips
Dear One Who Tips: If you feel like go-

ing above and beyond and tipping on the 
post-tax amount, I’m sure that any server 
would appreciate it. However, it’s by no 
means necessary. Tipping based on the 
pretax amount is logical, acceptable and 
expected, so you can rest assured you’re 
doing the right thing.
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Question: What does it 
mean to receive a calling in 
life? 

— C.O.
Answer: God is a personal 

God. He is not lofty or hard to 
find. His Word 
tells us that 
He calls out to 
sinners — that 
is anyone ever 
born.

God makes 
three calls. 
First, He calls us 
to the Person of 
Jesus Christ: “ 
‘Come now, and 
let us reason to-
gether,’ says the 
Lord, ‘Though 
your sins are 
like scarlet, they 

shall be as white as snow’” 
(Isaiah 1:18). They can be 
made as white as snow be-
cause of the cross where He 
died to cleanse us and save 
us for eternity. This is not a 
church call, it’s not a family 
call and it’s not a national 
call. It’s a call to Christ.

God also calls us to conse-
cration. This is a word not 
used much anymore and it 
is too bad. It means to “set 
apart.” The Bible says, “Pres-
ent your bodies a living sacri-
fice, holy, acceptable to God” 
(Romans 12:1).

God calls us to serve Him. 
Many people have the wrong 
concept of what this means. 
Put simply, it means to ac-
knowledge Him and obey Him 
according to His Word.

If you are a dentist or a law-
yer or a stay-at-home mother, 
get to know the Word of God 
and apply it daily to every 
phase of your life. Do not wait 
for a wind to come along and 
blow you in any direction. 
Make it your purpose in life 
to do the will of God which is 
revealed in Scripture. It will 
change your life in remark-
able ways that you cannot 
imagine. Surrender every-
thing to Him because He has a 
plan for you.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

Snubbed by nephew Get to know God 
by answering 
His three calls

The Wizard of Id

Dear Annie: Yesterday my husband 
and I spent three hours on the road, 
traveling from our home to our nephew’s 
college football game. We told my sister we 
planned to attend his game and gave up 
tickets to a Division I game in our home-
town. I called my sister on the way there 
to ask whether she could save us seats. It 
was then that I found out she wouldn’t be 
attending her son’s game. Instead, she had 

gotten tickets to the game 
we were missing.

The weather was per-
fect. The tickets cost only 
$5 each. And our nephew 
played about half the 
game.

The problem occurred 
after the game, when we 
stood on the field. We 
were next to my brother-
in-law, waiting to greet 
our nephew, but we were 
completely ignored the 
whole time. First my 
nephew stopped at the 
other end of the field to 

greet his girlfriend. He finally appeared 
on our end and stopped on the right side of 
us to greet his friends and their father. He 
fought back tears as he stood looking at his 
dad and saying he hadn’t played well. We 
watched as my nephew took off all the tape 
on his hands and wrists. We kept staring 
at him, thinking he would at least look at 
us. But after another five or six minutes 
with no acknowledgment from my nephew 
or his dad, we headed for the car.

Were we expecting too much from our 
nephew to at least look at us? His team had 
lost in the final seconds, and the coach was 
furious at the whole team. I understood 
that our nephew was upset and feeling aw-
ful about himself, but how could he have 
not made eye contact with the relatives 
who have spent every major holiday and 
family event with him since he was born?

Is this the new behavior for college 
students? My sister says that he was disap-
pointed and that she knows her husband 
is rude but there is nothing she can do 
about it. I always have everyone here for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Should I 
go ahead with all that entails and pretend 
that all is well? Do you have any advice for 
me or others who experience this type of 
behavior? 

— Disappointed Aunt
Dear Disappointed Aunt: No, you 

should not go on as if all were OK. It’s time 
to have an open and honest conversation 
with your nephew and his father about 
your feelings. Tell your nephew that you 
enjoyed watching him at the game. Clear-
ly, your nephew was disappointed with 
his playing and the team’s loss, and that is 
always tough for any player. But disap-
pointment is never an excuse for rudeness. 
Perhaps he didn’t see you or was embar-
rassed and didn’t want to cry in front of 
you. Regardless, you will never know 
until you speak with him and tell him how 
much you enjoyed just watching him.

His father is a different story. If your 
sister won’t do anything about his behav-
ior, then it is up to you and your husband 
to have a kind and honest conversation 
with him to let him know that your feel-
ings were hurt when he didn’t acknowl-
edge you at his son’s game.

Only after you have these conversa-
tions should you decide about Thanks-
giving and Christmas. The holidays are 
a time of forgiveness and celebration, so 
if I were in this situation, I would invite 
them and not let this one snub affect the 
holiday plans.
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Reading is a hug
What is literacy? Simply, it is our abili-

ty to read and write and learn.
Many people believe that children 

learn to read and write in kindergarten 
or first grade. However, the foundation 
for literacy skills is laid starting at birth.

There are many things a parent or 
caregiver can do to help a child’s brain 
and language development skills develop. 
We have talked about many of these in 
past columns: reading to a child, singing 

nursery rhymes and 
songs, the engagement 
of “serve and return.”

“No one expects an 
infant to read, but sim-
ply having a book in her 
hands can start the pro-
cess of getting familiar 
with books and reading 
materials.” * 

An important and 
normal part of develop-
ing early literacy skills 
for babies and toddlers 
is repetition. They want 
to hear the same story 

again and again. 
“But this activity is actually ‘hard-wir-

ing’ their brains and providing consis-
tent stimulation for language develop-
ment, the cornerstone of literacy.”  

To actually change the “hard-wiring” 
in a child’s brain is a big deal. The parent 
or caregiver’s reading — using language 
and engaging with the young child — is 
able to do this because the neural con-
nections in the brain are still growing in 
the very young baby.

“Literacy begins in the lap of a loving 
parent or caregiver who takes the time 
to personally interact with their infant. 
‘Some parents may have reading prob-
lems themselves, so that reading out loud 
to their children may be intimidating 
… In those cases — even if a parent just 
looks at a book and comments on the 
pictures with their child, ask the child 
questions about what’s going on in the 
pictures — that’s still ‘reading.’”

The motivation for children to read is 
the fun of listening to the story. This is 
heightened by the bond created between 
the parent or caregiver. Reading together 
usually creates a warm, nurturing and 
loving relationship between the child 
and the reader. It is wonderful if a parent 
or caregiver can create routines around 
reading such as having a bath, then 
reading a bedtime story like “The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar” each night (until 
the child wants another story), and then 
the child goes to sleep. This bedtime 
story routine gives your child something  
to look forward to, is consistent, predict-
able and helps builds self-confidence in 
your child, as well as develops his love of 
reading. Soon you will be reading sever-
al bedtime stories each night.

For babies and toddlers, part of the 
power of reading is that it should be a 
bonding experience between parent or 
caregiver and child. Sure, strollers are 
very useful. But pick up and hug your 
child often as you read to him during 
the day or at bedtime. Reading is also a 
playful time. Many stories are fun and 
playful. Joke around with your child and 
with words. You can ask your child lots 
of questions about the story and listen to 
her answer. Reading is a hug. 

(* Quotes from The BabyCenter.org)

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with children and 
their moms starting at birth. We hope to make a 
difference in the lives of the next generation of Oconee 
County residents. If you would like to help us, please 
contact our director, Caren von Hippel at babyread@
charter.net or (864) 944-7881. You can learn more by 
going to babyread.org.

BABYREAD |

CAREN 
VON HIPPEL
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Question: What does it 
mean to receive a calling in 
life? 

— C.O.
Answer: God is a personal 

God. He is not lofty or hard to 
find. His Word 
tells us that 
He calls out to 
sinners — that 
is anyone ever 
born.

God makes 
three calls. 
First, He calls us 
to the Person of 
Jesus Christ: “ 
‘Come now, and 
let us reason to-
gether,’ says the 
Lord, ‘Though 
your sins are 
like scarlet, they 

shall be as white as snow’” 
(Isaiah 1:18). They can be 
made as white as snow be-
cause of the cross where He 
died to cleanse us and save 
us for eternity. This is not a 
church call, it’s not a family 
call and it’s not a national 
call. It’s a call to Christ.

God also calls us to conse-
cration. This is a word not 
used much anymore and it 
is too bad. It means to “set 
apart.” The Bible says, “Pres-
ent your bodies a living sacri-
fice, holy, acceptable to God” 
(Romans 12:1).

God calls us to serve Him. 
Many people have the wrong 
concept of what this means. 
Put simply, it means to ac-
knowledge Him and obey Him 
according to His Word.

If you are a dentist or a law-
yer or a stay-at-home mother, 
get to know the Word of God 
and apply it daily to every 
phase of your life. Do not wait 
for a wind to come along and 
blow you in any direction. 
Make it your purpose in life 
to do the will of God which is 
revealed in Scripture. It will 
change your life in remark-
able ways that you cannot 
imagine. Surrender every-
thing to Him because He has a 
plan for you.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

Snubbed by nephew Get to know God 
by answering 
His three calls

The Wizard of Id

Dear Annie: Yesterday my husband 
and I spent three hours on the road, 
traveling from our home to our nephew’s 
college football game. We told my sister we 
planned to attend his game and gave up 
tickets to a Division I game in our home-
town. I called my sister on the way there 
to ask whether she could save us seats. It 
was then that I found out she wouldn’t be 
attending her son’s game. Instead, she had 

gotten tickets to the game 
we were missing.

The weather was per-
fect. The tickets cost only 
$5 each. And our nephew 
played about half the 
game.

The problem occurred 
after the game, when we 
stood on the field. We 
were next to my brother-
in-law, waiting to greet 
our nephew, but we were 
completely ignored the 
whole time. First my 
nephew stopped at the 
other end of the field to 

greet his girlfriend. He finally appeared 
on our end and stopped on the right side of 
us to greet his friends and their father. He 
fought back tears as he stood looking at his 
dad and saying he hadn’t played well. We 
watched as my nephew took off all the tape 
on his hands and wrists. We kept staring 
at him, thinking he would at least look at 
us. But after another five or six minutes 
with no acknowledgment from my nephew 
or his dad, we headed for the car.

Were we expecting too much from our 
nephew to at least look at us? His team had 
lost in the final seconds, and the coach was 
furious at the whole team. I understood 
that our nephew was upset and feeling aw-
ful about himself, but how could he have 
not made eye contact with the relatives 
who have spent every major holiday and 
family event with him since he was born?

Is this the new behavior for college 
students? My sister says that he was disap-
pointed and that she knows her husband 
is rude but there is nothing she can do 
about it. I always have everyone here for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Should I 
go ahead with all that entails and pretend 
that all is well? Do you have any advice for 
me or others who experience this type of 
behavior? 

— Disappointed Aunt
Dear Disappointed Aunt: No, you 

should not go on as if all were OK. It’s time 
to have an open and honest conversation 
with your nephew and his father about 
your feelings. Tell your nephew that you 
enjoyed watching him at the game. Clear-
ly, your nephew was disappointed with 
his playing and the team’s loss, and that is 
always tough for any player. But disap-
pointment is never an excuse for rudeness. 
Perhaps he didn’t see you or was embar-
rassed and didn’t want to cry in front of 
you. Regardless, you will never know 
until you speak with him and tell him how 
much you enjoyed just watching him.

His father is a different story. If your 
sister won’t do anything about his behav-
ior, then it is up to you and your husband 
to have a kind and honest conversation 
with him to let him know that your feel-
ings were hurt when he didn’t acknowl-
edge you at his son’s game.

Only after you have these conversa-
tions should you decide about Thanks-
giving and Christmas. The holidays are 
a time of forgiveness and celebration, so 
if I were in this situation, I would invite 
them and not let this one snub affect the 
holiday plans.
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Reading is a hug
What is literacy? Simply, it is our abili-

ty to read and write and learn.
Many people believe that children 

learn to read and write in kindergarten 
or first grade. However, the foundation 
for literacy skills is laid starting at birth.

There are many things a parent or 
caregiver can do to help a child’s brain 
and language development skills develop. 
We have talked about many of these in 
past columns: reading to a child, singing 

nursery rhymes and 
songs, the engagement 
of “serve and return.”

“No one expects an 
infant to read, but sim-
ply having a book in her 
hands can start the pro-
cess of getting familiar 
with books and reading 
materials.” * 

An important and 
normal part of develop-
ing early literacy skills 
for babies and toddlers 
is repetition. They want 
to hear the same story 

again and again. 
“But this activity is actually ‘hard-wir-

ing’ their brains and providing consis-
tent stimulation for language develop-
ment, the cornerstone of literacy.”  

To actually change the “hard-wiring” 
in a child’s brain is a big deal. The parent 
or caregiver’s reading — using language 
and engaging with the young child — is 
able to do this because the neural con-
nections in the brain are still growing in 
the very young baby.

“Literacy begins in the lap of a loving 
parent or caregiver who takes the time 
to personally interact with their infant. 
‘Some parents may have reading prob-
lems themselves, so that reading out loud 
to their children may be intimidating 
… In those cases — even if a parent just 
looks at a book and comments on the 
pictures with their child, ask the child 
questions about what’s going on in the 
pictures — that’s still ‘reading.’”

The motivation for children to read is 
the fun of listening to the story. This is 
heightened by the bond created between 
the parent or caregiver. Reading together 
usually creates a warm, nurturing and 
loving relationship between the child 
and the reader. It is wonderful if a parent 
or caregiver can create routines around 
reading such as having a bath, then 
reading a bedtime story like “The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar” each night (until 
the child wants another story), and then 
the child goes to sleep. This bedtime 
story routine gives your child something  
to look forward to, is consistent, predict-
able and helps builds self-confidence in 
your child, as well as develops his love of 
reading. Soon you will be reading sever-
al bedtime stories each night.

For babies and toddlers, part of the 
power of reading is that it should be a 
bonding experience between parent or 
caregiver and child. Sure, strollers are 
very useful. But pick up and hug your 
child often as you read to him during 
the day or at bedtime. Reading is also a 
playful time. Many stories are fun and 
playful. Joke around with your child and 
with words. You can ask your child lots 
of questions about the story and listen to 
her answer. Reading is a hug. 

(* Quotes from The BabyCenter.org)

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with children and 
their moms starting at birth. We hope to make a 
difference in the lives of the next generation of Oconee 
County residents. If you would like to help us, please 
contact our director, Caren von Hippel at babyread@
charter.net or (864) 944-7881. You can learn more by 
going to babyread.org.

BABYREAD |

CAREN 
VON HIPPEL

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2018  THE JOURNAL   B3

 | PAGE LABEL ODD |  

 | COMICS/COLUMNISTS |  

Non Sequitur

Wumo

Luann

Bizarro

Cornered

The Flying McCoys

In The Bleachers

Shoe

Thatababy

 |CROSSWORD ANSWERS |

Question: What does it 
mean to receive a calling in 
life? 

— C.O.
Answer: God is a personal 

God. He is not lofty or hard to 
find. His Word 
tells us that 
He calls out to 
sinners — that 
is anyone ever 
born.

God makes 
three calls. 
First, He calls us 
to the Person of 
Jesus Christ: “ 
‘Come now, and 
let us reason to-
gether,’ says the 
Lord, ‘Though 
your sins are 
like scarlet, they 

shall be as white as snow’” 
(Isaiah 1:18). They can be 
made as white as snow be-
cause of the cross where He 
died to cleanse us and save 
us for eternity. This is not a 
church call, it’s not a family 
call and it’s not a national 
call. It’s a call to Christ.

God also calls us to conse-
cration. This is a word not 
used much anymore and it 
is too bad. It means to “set 
apart.” The Bible says, “Pres-
ent your bodies a living sacri-
fice, holy, acceptable to God” 
(Romans 12:1).

God calls us to serve Him. 
Many people have the wrong 
concept of what this means. 
Put simply, it means to ac-
knowledge Him and obey Him 
according to His Word.

If you are a dentist or a law-
yer or a stay-at-home mother, 
get to know the Word of God 
and apply it daily to every 
phase of your life. Do not wait 
for a wind to come along and 
blow you in any direction. 
Make it your purpose in life 
to do the will of God which is 
revealed in Scripture. It will 
change your life in remark-
able ways that you cannot 
imagine. Surrender every-
thing to Him because He has a 
plan for you.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

Snubbed by nephew Get to know God 
by answering 
His three calls

The Wizard of Id

Dear Annie: Yesterday my husband 
and I spent three hours on the road, 
traveling from our home to our nephew’s 
college football game. We told my sister we 
planned to attend his game and gave up 
tickets to a Division I game in our home-
town. I called my sister on the way there 
to ask whether she could save us seats. It 
was then that I found out she wouldn’t be 
attending her son’s game. Instead, she had 

gotten tickets to the game 
we were missing.

The weather was per-
fect. The tickets cost only 
$5 each. And our nephew 
played about half the 
game.

The problem occurred 
after the game, when we 
stood on the field. We 
were next to my brother-
in-law, waiting to greet 
our nephew, but we were 
completely ignored the 
whole time. First my 
nephew stopped at the 
other end of the field to 

greet his girlfriend. He finally appeared 
on our end and stopped on the right side of 
us to greet his friends and their father. He 
fought back tears as he stood looking at his 
dad and saying he hadn’t played well. We 
watched as my nephew took off all the tape 
on his hands and wrists. We kept staring 
at him, thinking he would at least look at 
us. But after another five or six minutes 
with no acknowledgment from my nephew 
or his dad, we headed for the car.

Were we expecting too much from our 
nephew to at least look at us? His team had 
lost in the final seconds, and the coach was 
furious at the whole team. I understood 
that our nephew was upset and feeling aw-
ful about himself, but how could he have 
not made eye contact with the relatives 
who have spent every major holiday and 
family event with him since he was born?

Is this the new behavior for college 
students? My sister says that he was disap-
pointed and that she knows her husband 
is rude but there is nothing she can do 
about it. I always have everyone here for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Should I 
go ahead with all that entails and pretend 
that all is well? Do you have any advice for 
me or others who experience this type of 
behavior? 

— Disappointed Aunt
Dear Disappointed Aunt: No, you 

should not go on as if all were OK. It’s time 
to have an open and honest conversation 
with your nephew and his father about 
your feelings. Tell your nephew that you 
enjoyed watching him at the game. Clear-
ly, your nephew was disappointed with 
his playing and the team’s loss, and that is 
always tough for any player. But disap-
pointment is never an excuse for rudeness. 
Perhaps he didn’t see you or was embar-
rassed and didn’t want to cry in front of 
you. Regardless, you will never know 
until you speak with him and tell him how 
much you enjoyed just watching him.

His father is a different story. If your 
sister won’t do anything about his behav-
ior, then it is up to you and your husband 
to have a kind and honest conversation 
with him to let him know that your feel-
ings were hurt when he didn’t acknowl-
edge you at his son’s game.

Only after you have these conversa-
tions should you decide about Thanks-
giving and Christmas. The holidays are 
a time of forgiveness and celebration, so 
if I were in this situation, I would invite 
them and not let this one snub affect the 
holiday plans.
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Reading is a hug
What is literacy? Simply, it is our abili-

ty to read and write and learn.
Many people believe that children 

learn to read and write in kindergarten 
or first grade. However, the foundation 
for literacy skills is laid starting at birth.

There are many things a parent or 
caregiver can do to help a child’s brain 
and language development skills develop. 
We have talked about many of these in 
past columns: reading to a child, singing 

nursery rhymes and 
songs, the engagement 
of “serve and return.”

“No one expects an 
infant to read, but sim-
ply having a book in her 
hands can start the pro-
cess of getting familiar 
with books and reading 
materials.” * 

An important and 
normal part of develop-
ing early literacy skills 
for babies and toddlers 
is repetition. They want 
to hear the same story 

again and again. 
“But this activity is actually ‘hard-wir-

ing’ their brains and providing consis-
tent stimulation for language develop-
ment, the cornerstone of literacy.”  

To actually change the “hard-wiring” 
in a child’s brain is a big deal. The parent 
or caregiver’s reading — using language 
and engaging with the young child — is 
able to do this because the neural con-
nections in the brain are still growing in 
the very young baby.

“Literacy begins in the lap of a loving 
parent or caregiver who takes the time 
to personally interact with their infant. 
‘Some parents may have reading prob-
lems themselves, so that reading out loud 
to their children may be intimidating 
… In those cases — even if a parent just 
looks at a book and comments on the 
pictures with their child, ask the child 
questions about what’s going on in the 
pictures — that’s still ‘reading.’”

The motivation for children to read is 
the fun of listening to the story. This is 
heightened by the bond created between 
the parent or caregiver. Reading together 
usually creates a warm, nurturing and 
loving relationship between the child 
and the reader. It is wonderful if a parent 
or caregiver can create routines around 
reading such as having a bath, then 
reading a bedtime story like “The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar” each night (until 
the child wants another story), and then 
the child goes to sleep. This bedtime 
story routine gives your child something  
to look forward to, is consistent, predict-
able and helps builds self-confidence in 
your child, as well as develops his love of 
reading. Soon you will be reading sever-
al bedtime stories each night.

For babies and toddlers, part of the 
power of reading is that it should be a 
bonding experience between parent or 
caregiver and child. Sure, strollers are 
very useful. But pick up and hug your 
child often as you read to him during 
the day or at bedtime. Reading is also a 
playful time. Many stories are fun and 
playful. Joke around with your child and 
with words. You can ask your child lots 
of questions about the story and listen to 
her answer. Reading is a hug. 

(* Quotes from The BabyCenter.org)

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with children and 
their moms starting at birth. We hope to make a 
difference in the lives of the next generation of Oconee 
County residents. If you would like to help us, please 
contact our director, Caren von Hippel at babyread@
charter.net or (864) 944-7881. You can learn more by 
going to babyread.org.
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CAREN 
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Question: I have fond child-
hood memories of Christmas 
that have carried me into 
adulthood, but I know for many 
the holiday season is lonely and 
sad. Is there too much focus on 
what we get out of Christmas?

— C.B.
Answer:
Christmas 

cards, the smell 
of pine drifting 
through the 
house, the fire-
place crackling — 
all of these things 
turn our thoughts 
to those we love. 
But often it is a 
sad time for those 
who are alone, 
without close 
friends or family. 
We all should look 
for others to reach 

out to especially at this time of 
year and extend a hand of fellow-
ship, a heart of love. This is what 
Jesus did for all mankind. He 
reached down from Heaven by 
giving Himself to us — a people 
in great need of a relationship 
with their God and Maker.

Christmas is the most thrill-
ing season of the year because 
its message is that Jesus brings 
joy and love through His sacri-
ficial gift of forgiveness and re-
demption. This, indeed, should 
be our focus. When we have 
people around us who need 
Christmas cheer and can’t set 
aside time to invite them into 
our homes or around a table for 
a meal — we are too busy.

Christmas is about receiving 
and giving. Give the gift of 
the true Christmas story — 
that God gave His Son so that 
mankind would receive Him. 
Let’s focus not on our own 
joys but making others joyful. 
The greatest gift we can give 
others is to tell them about the 
most wonderful Gift God has 
bestowed on the whole world.

No other day on the calen-
dar catches the imagination 
of young and old alike as does 
Christmas. It’s a high and holy 
day — a day when the veil is 
drawn back and we get a fresh 
view of eternity. Such a vision 
of truth should be spread near 
and far.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)
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The Wizard of Id

This year, for the third year in a row, 
BabyRead delivered wrapped holiday 
books to children at Seneca and Pickens 
Early Head Start. We just gave wrapped 
books for each of the 32 children at the 
Seneca Early Head Start to take home 
for the holidays. We also gave wrapped 
books for each of the 16 children at the 
Pickens Early Head Start to take home.

Seneca Early Head Start 
is open from 7:30 a.m.-2:30 
p.m. Monday through 
Friday. It is free to eligible 
participants. There are 
four classes of eight chil-
dren each, with two staff 
members in each class-
room. There is a room for 
children infancy to 1 year 
old, the 1-year-old room, 
the room for 2-year-olds 
and a room for 3-year-
olds. BabyRead has some 
of its volunteers going 
there to read to these chil-
dren on a drop-in basis.

Pickens has two classrooms for eight 
children each. While BabyRead focuses 
on Oconee County, going to this center 
is much more convenient for one of our 
volunteers.

BabyRead is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, free, 
literacy outreach program. You read for 
two hours twice each month. We supply 
the books and snacks you give at each 
reading session.

We typically read to families in Seneca, 
Westminster, West Union and Walhalla. 
Our volunteers read to moms/caretakers 
and babies from birth to 18 months old, 
when the brain grows the most. Reading 
stimulates critical brain development.

Readers drive 25 minutes or less one-
way from their homes and only during 
the day. We read only in public places 
— in town and school libraries. You 
schedule the meeting with the mom or 
caregiver.

Many children in our county come to 
school never having seen a book. These 
children may well flunk kindergarten 
or struggle, never learning how to read. 
They are just being pushed through 
school, graduating with limited skills 
and limited job opportunities. BabyRead 
is changing that, family by family.

Join us in this fulfilling experience. 
We need you! Being a reader is incred-
ibly rewarding — children love being 
read to and often smile and jump up and 
down when they see you. In addition to 
the hugs, you get the satisfaction of see-
ing a child’s attention span grow, his or 
her enthusiasm for books blossom and, 
for older children, his or her vocabulary 
increase. Most readers develop bonds 
with the mom or caregiver as well. In 
this relationship, the adult in charge 
increases their understanding of the 
importance of reading every day to the 
child. Often, self-confidence builds.

What satisfaction you will have from 
just giving four hours each month to 
BabyRead. You don’t need an education 
background to do this. What you need is 
to be loving, kind and patient.

We need all kinds of volunteers: read-
ers, administrators and others to help 
in signing up families at the elementa-
ry schools or selling tickets at a Belk 
Charity Day Sale. You can help by going 
to smile.amazon.com when you shop on 
Amazon. Five cents of every $100 you 
spend is donated to BabyRead.

TO LEARN more, contact director Caren von Hippel 
at babyread@charter.net or (864) 944-7881 or go to 
babyread.org.

Dear Annie: I have been a widow for 
almost 10 years. I’m financially secure, 
socially active and attractive. My old 
high school sweetheart contacted me a 
few years after I lost my husband. After 
months of phone contact, he came to visit. 
I had asked whether he was married. He 
said no, that he’d been divorced for over 

25 years. What he didn’t 
mention was that he was 
in a 25-year committed re-
lationship with a woman 
he financially supported 
and lived with. When I 
discovered this, he told 
me she would be moving 
out in the near future. 
That took two years! She 
did leave when she found 
out about me. I should 
have run far away at that 
time, but he assured me 
that he would never hurt 
me and that I should trust 
him.

Imagine my surprise to have my doctor 
tell me at my yearly exam that I have 
HPV. I was heartbroken, angry and afraid 
for my future health, as this often leads to 
cervical cancer. I immediately broke up 
with him. He was my first love and could 
be very charming. I miss him today, three 
months later. I would like to have a limit-
ed relationship with him as an old friend, 
but he has blocked my phone number and 
email address.

How do I keep from wanting to tell my 
story to friends? The woman or women 
he’s with need to know about the health 
risk. Should I try to alert them to this or 
fade away? 

— Stupid Senior
Dear Senior: I refuse to call you stupid. 

No more beating yourself up. Please ex-
tend the same compassion to yourself that 
you would to a friend in this situation. I’m 
sorry this man added insult to injury by 
leaving you with health concerns in addi-
tion to cheating. That being said, are you 
sure he was the source of the virus? Ac-
cording to the National Cervical Cancer 
Coalition, “it can take weeks, months, or 
even years after exposure to HPV before 
symptoms develop or the virus is detect-
ed,” and this usually makes it “impossible 
to determine when or from whom HPV 
may have been contracted.”

Dear Annie: “Are Obituaries Over?” 
wrote in about a friend who was upset 
that his son’s widow hadn’t published 
an obituary for his son. I’d like to point 
out that widows have good reason not to 
publish their deceased husbands’ obituar-
ies in the newspaper. Now that addresses 
and phone numbers are readily available 
on the internet, a grieving widow can 
find herself the target of shady solicitors 
or even criminal activity if the general 
public is aware of her husband’s death.

I even know of a woman whose home 
was burglarized while she was attending 
her husband’s funeral. I understand the 
reason for a man’s parents to want an 
obituary to commemorate their son’s life, 
but the decision to publish the obituary of 
a married man should rest solely with his 
wife. The parents of the deceased should 
obtain the permission of the widow before 
publishing their son’s obituary anywhere. 

— Against Obituaries
Dear Against Obituaries: I’m very 

sorry to hear your friend’s home was 
burglarized. How horrible that this even 
has to be a concern.
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Question: I have fond child-
hood memories of Christmas 
that have carried me into 
adulthood, but I know for many 
the holiday season is lonely and 
sad. Is there too much focus on 
what we get out of Christmas?

— C.B.
Answer:
Christmas 

cards, the smell 
of pine drifting 
through the 
house, the fire-
place crackling — 
all of these things 
turn our thoughts 
to those we love. 
But often it is a 
sad time for those 
who are alone, 
without close 
friends or family. 
We all should look 
for others to reach 

out to especially at this time of 
year and extend a hand of fellow-
ship, a heart of love. This is what 
Jesus did for all mankind. He 
reached down from Heaven by 
giving Himself to us — a people 
in great need of a relationship 
with their God and Maker.

Christmas is the most thrill-
ing season of the year because 
its message is that Jesus brings 
joy and love through His sacri-
ficial gift of forgiveness and re-
demption. This, indeed, should 
be our focus. When we have 
people around us who need 
Christmas cheer and can’t set 
aside time to invite them into 
our homes or around a table for 
a meal — we are too busy.

Christmas is about receiving 
and giving. Give the gift of 
the true Christmas story — 
that God gave His Son so that 
mankind would receive Him. 
Let’s focus not on our own 
joys but making others joyful. 
The greatest gift we can give 
others is to tell them about the 
most wonderful Gift God has 
bestowed on the whole world.

No other day on the calen-
dar catches the imagination 
of young and old alike as does 
Christmas. It’s a high and holy 
day — a day when the veil is 
drawn back and we get a fresh 
view of eternity. Such a vision 
of truth should be spread near 
and far.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)
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The Wizard of Id

This year, for the third year in a row, 
BabyRead delivered wrapped holiday 
books to children at Seneca and Pickens 
Early Head Start. We just gave wrapped 
books for each of the 32 children at the 
Seneca Early Head Start to take home 
for the holidays. We also gave wrapped 
books for each of the 16 children at the 
Pickens Early Head Start to take home.

Seneca Early Head Start 
is open from 7:30 a.m.-2:30 
p.m. Monday through 
Friday. It is free to eligible 
participants. There are 
four classes of eight chil-
dren each, with two staff 
members in each class-
room. There is a room for 
children infancy to 1 year 
old, the 1-year-old room, 
the room for 2-year-olds 
and a room for 3-year-
olds. BabyRead has some 
of its volunteers going 
there to read to these chil-
dren on a drop-in basis.

Pickens has two classrooms for eight 
children each. While BabyRead focuses 
on Oconee County, going to this center 
is much more convenient for one of our 
volunteers.

BabyRead is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, free, 
literacy outreach program. You read for 
two hours twice each month. We supply 
the books and snacks you give at each 
reading session.

We typically read to families in Seneca, 
Westminster, West Union and Walhalla. 
Our volunteers read to moms/caretakers 
and babies from birth to 18 months old, 
when the brain grows the most. Reading 
stimulates critical brain development.

Readers drive 25 minutes or less one-
way from their homes and only during 
the day. We read only in public places 
— in town and school libraries. You 
schedule the meeting with the mom or 
caregiver.

Many children in our county come to 
school never having seen a book. These 
children may well flunk kindergarten 
or struggle, never learning how to read. 
They are just being pushed through 
school, graduating with limited skills 
and limited job opportunities. BabyRead 
is changing that, family by family.

Join us in this fulfilling experience. 
We need you! Being a reader is incred-
ibly rewarding — children love being 
read to and often smile and jump up and 
down when they see you. In addition to 
the hugs, you get the satisfaction of see-
ing a child’s attention span grow, his or 
her enthusiasm for books blossom and, 
for older children, his or her vocabulary 
increase. Most readers develop bonds 
with the mom or caregiver as well. In 
this relationship, the adult in charge 
increases their understanding of the 
importance of reading every day to the 
child. Often, self-confidence builds.

What satisfaction you will have from 
just giving four hours each month to 
BabyRead. You don’t need an education 
background to do this. What you need is 
to be loving, kind and patient.

We need all kinds of volunteers: read-
ers, administrators and others to help 
in signing up families at the elementa-
ry schools or selling tickets at a Belk 
Charity Day Sale. You can help by going 
to smile.amazon.com when you shop on 
Amazon. Five cents of every $100 you 
spend is donated to BabyRead.

TO LEARN more, contact director Caren von Hippel 
at babyread@charter.net or (864) 944-7881 or go to 
babyread.org.

Dear Annie: I have been a widow for 
almost 10 years. I’m financially secure, 
socially active and attractive. My old 
high school sweetheart contacted me a 
few years after I lost my husband. After 
months of phone contact, he came to visit. 
I had asked whether he was married. He 
said no, that he’d been divorced for over 

25 years. What he didn’t 
mention was that he was 
in a 25-year committed re-
lationship with a woman 
he financially supported 
and lived with. When I 
discovered this, he told 
me she would be moving 
out in the near future. 
That took two years! She 
did leave when she found 
out about me. I should 
have run far away at that 
time, but he assured me 
that he would never hurt 
me and that I should trust 
him.

Imagine my surprise to have my doctor 
tell me at my yearly exam that I have 
HPV. I was heartbroken, angry and afraid 
for my future health, as this often leads to 
cervical cancer. I immediately broke up 
with him. He was my first love and could 
be very charming. I miss him today, three 
months later. I would like to have a limit-
ed relationship with him as an old friend, 
but he has blocked my phone number and 
email address.

How do I keep from wanting to tell my 
story to friends? The woman or women 
he’s with need to know about the health 
risk. Should I try to alert them to this or 
fade away? 

— Stupid Senior
Dear Senior: I refuse to call you stupid. 

No more beating yourself up. Please ex-
tend the same compassion to yourself that 
you would to a friend in this situation. I’m 
sorry this man added insult to injury by 
leaving you with health concerns in addi-
tion to cheating. That being said, are you 
sure he was the source of the virus? Ac-
cording to the National Cervical Cancer 
Coalition, “it can take weeks, months, or 
even years after exposure to HPV before 
symptoms develop or the virus is detect-
ed,” and this usually makes it “impossible 
to determine when or from whom HPV 
may have been contracted.”

Dear Annie: “Are Obituaries Over?” 
wrote in about a friend who was upset 
that his son’s widow hadn’t published 
an obituary for his son. I’d like to point 
out that widows have good reason not to 
publish their deceased husbands’ obituar-
ies in the newspaper. Now that addresses 
and phone numbers are readily available 
on the internet, a grieving widow can 
find herself the target of shady solicitors 
or even criminal activity if the general 
public is aware of her husband’s death.

I even know of a woman whose home 
was burglarized while she was attending 
her husband’s funeral. I understand the 
reason for a man’s parents to want an 
obituary to commemorate their son’s life, 
but the decision to publish the obituary of 
a married man should rest solely with his 
wife. The parents of the deceased should 
obtain the permission of the widow before 
publishing their son’s obituary anywhere. 

— Against Obituaries
Dear Against Obituaries: I’m very 

sorry to hear your friend’s home was 
burglarized. How horrible that this even 
has to be a concern.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.
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Question: I have fond child-
hood memories of Christmas 
that have carried me into 
adulthood, but I know for many 
the holiday season is lonely and 
sad. Is there too much focus on 
what we get out of Christmas?

— C.B.
Answer:
Christmas 

cards, the smell 
of pine drifting 
through the 
house, the fire-
place crackling — 
all of these things 
turn our thoughts 
to those we love. 
But often it is a 
sad time for those 
who are alone, 
without close 
friends or family. 
We all should look 
for others to reach 

out to especially at this time of 
year and extend a hand of fellow-
ship, a heart of love. This is what 
Jesus did for all mankind. He 
reached down from Heaven by 
giving Himself to us — a people 
in great need of a relationship 
with their God and Maker.

Christmas is the most thrill-
ing season of the year because 
its message is that Jesus brings 
joy and love through His sacri-
ficial gift of forgiveness and re-
demption. This, indeed, should 
be our focus. When we have 
people around us who need 
Christmas cheer and can’t set 
aside time to invite them into 
our homes or around a table for 
a meal — we are too busy.

Christmas is about receiving 
and giving. Give the gift of 
the true Christmas story — 
that God gave His Son so that 
mankind would receive Him. 
Let’s focus not on our own 
joys but making others joyful. 
The greatest gift we can give 
others is to tell them about the 
most wonderful Gift God has 
bestowed on the whole world.

No other day on the calen-
dar catches the imagination 
of young and old alike as does 
Christmas. It’s a high and holy 
day — a day when the veil is 
drawn back and we get a fresh 
view of eternity. Such a vision 
of truth should be spread near 
and far.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)
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Our volunteers read to moms/caretakers 
and babies from birth to 18 months old, 
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Readers drive 25 minutes or less one-
way from their homes and only during 
the day. We read only in public places 
— in town and school libraries. You 
schedule the meeting with the mom or 
caregiver.

Many children in our county come to 
school never having seen a book. These 
children may well flunk kindergarten 
or struggle, never learning how to read. 
They are just being pushed through 
school, graduating with limited skills 
and limited job opportunities. BabyRead 
is changing that, family by family.

Join us in this fulfilling experience. 
We need you! Being a reader is incred-
ibly rewarding — children love being 
read to and often smile and jump up and 
down when they see you. In addition to 
the hugs, you get the satisfaction of see-
ing a child’s attention span grow, his or 
her enthusiasm for books blossom and, 
for older children, his or her vocabulary 
increase. Most readers develop bonds 
with the mom or caregiver as well. In 
this relationship, the adult in charge 
increases their understanding of the 
importance of reading every day to the 
child. Often, self-confidence builds.

What satisfaction you will have from 
just giving four hours each month to 
BabyRead. You don’t need an education 
background to do this. What you need is 
to be loving, kind and patient.

We need all kinds of volunteers: read-
ers, administrators and others to help 
in signing up families at the elementa-
ry schools or selling tickets at a Belk 
Charity Day Sale. You can help by going 
to smile.amazon.com when you shop on 
Amazon. Five cents of every $100 you 
spend is donated to BabyRead.

TO LEARN more, contact director Caren von Hippel 
at babyread@charter.net or (864) 944-7881 or go to 
babyread.org.
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with him. He was my first love and could 
be very charming. I miss him today, three 
months later. I would like to have a limit-
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email address.

How do I keep from wanting to tell my 
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he’s with need to know about the health 
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ed,” and this usually makes it “impossible 
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may have been contracted.”
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an obituary for his son. I’d like to point 
out that widows have good reason not to 
publish their deceased husbands’ obituar-
ies in the newspaper. Now that addresses 
and phone numbers are readily available 
on the internet, a grieving widow can 
find herself the target of shady solicitors 
or even criminal activity if the general 
public is aware of her husband’s death.

I even know of a woman whose home 
was burglarized while she was attending 
her husband’s funeral. I understand the 
reason for a man’s parents to want an 
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