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Question: Why does God 
say we’re guilty when we do 
something wrong, since He 
already knows that we’re not 
perfect and we’re going to make 
mistakes? I think He ought to 
overlook our sins instead of 
making us feel guilty. After all, 

this is the way He 
made us. 

— J.O’R.
Answer: Let 

me ask you a 
question: If one 
of your children 
does something 
wrong (or even 
dangerous), do 
you simply smile 
and say, “Oh, well, 
it doesn’t make 
any difference. 
We know they’re 
not perfect”?

I doubt it — 
because you know what is best 
for them, and you know you 
need to teach your children 
the difference between right 
and wrong. They also need 
to realize when something is 
dangerous or harmful. If they 
never learn this, they’ll not only 
end up spoiled (and probably 
disliked), but they could end up 
hurting both themselves and 
others. In other words, because 
you love them, you want to do 
all you can to help them grow 
up and become responsible and 
wise adults.

In a far greater way, God 
knows what is best for us, and 
He loves us and wants to help 
us live the way He knows we 
should. That’s why He doesn’t 
forget about us or ignore us 
when we make bad choices. 
The Bible says, “Can a mother 
... have no compassion on the 
child she has borne? Though 
she may forget, I will not forget 
you” (Isaiah 49:15).

Face honestly your need 
for God, and open your heart 
and life to Jesus Christ. He 
loves you so much that He was 
willing to give His life for your 
salvation. The Bible’s promise 
is for you: “You make known to 
me the path of life; you will fill 
me with joy in your presence, 
with eternal pleasures at your 
right hand” (Psalm 16:11).

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.

Friend grows cold God wants us 
to do what’s right

The Wizard of Id

MY        
ANSWER  |
 
BILLY
GRAHAM

I was standing by our table at Blue 
Ridge Elementary School ready to 
sign up families for BabyRead. A 
mom, Dorothy, holding a little baby, 
came up and looked at our poster, 
books and bunnies. She asked me 
shyly, “What if my reading is not so 
good? Will you read to me and my 
baby?” 

The books Baby-
Read uses have just 
one or two words 
under the pictures 
on each page. While 
it is certainly good 
if the mom can read 
the words under the 
pictures, the mom 
doesn’t have to read 
the words in the 
story to help build 
her child’s brain 
and help her child 
develop pre-literacy 
skills. 

All the moms need to know is how 
to talk! The specific language does 
not matter. The mom should talk in 
the language she is most comfortable 
in. A mom can easily just describe 
the pictures in the story if reading is 
difficult for her. She can say: “See the 
elephant and the bushes. Look at the 
green grass and how much that big, 
gray elephant is eating. He must be 
very hungry.” 

Studies show that many preschool 
children in homes without books 
listen to as many as 30 million fewer 
words than children in homes with 
many books because in the latter the 
parents are engaged in lengthy, regu-
lar conversations with their children 
rather than using short sentences 
like “Do this,” “Quit that,” and “Stop 
that.”

When you take your baby grocery 
shopping, describe the world around 
her/him. Talk about the different 
names, colors and shapes of the foods 
you are putting into your cart. When 
you are making dinner or sorting 
the laundry, do the same: “This sock 
is green and this small sock is pink. 
Here is a second small, pink sock 
so they go together.” Even if your 
child is just babbling and cooing, you 
should be talking to him/her. You 
will be building his/her brain.

Read every day to your child from 
birth. The brain grows more between 
1 and 18 months than between 18 
months and 18 years, and reading 
stimulates brain development. Lan-
guage and conversations between 
adults and babies, listening to babies 
and responding to them and going 
back and forth — they coo and you 
say something, they babble more and 
you say more — helps develop their 
brains.

BabyRead is a group of volunteers 
who read with moms and other 
caregivers of babies 18 months and 
younger who live in Oconee County. 
We meet twice each month at public 
or school libraries and give a free 
book and free snack each time we 
meet. We teach moms/caregivers to 
enhance their reading with songs, 
nursery rhymes and finger plays, 
important to many skills including 
holding a child’s attention. 

IF YOU would like to learn more or help us, 
please contact our director, Caren von Hippel at 
babyread@charter.net or (864) 944-7881 or go 
to www.babyread.org.

Dear Annie: My good friend Grace and I 
met Beth about two years ago at a summer 
camp. We all became fast friends and ended 
up spending the rest of the summer togeth-
er. Beth moved away that November, but 
we continued to see her almost as much as 
we had before. Now we all attend different 
schools, and it has been hard. We managed 
to make it work until about four months ago.

Grace’s father teaches Beth’s basketball 
team and has told Grace 
that Beth is always crying 
at practice. In response, 
Grace and I baked her cook-
ies and wrote her a note 
telling her that we are here 
for her, and then we deliv-
ered them via her father.

Later that month, we saw 
Beth at a dance, and we 
asked about the cookies. 
She told us that they were 
disgusting and that she 
had fed them to her dog, 
and then she walked off 
to join her school friends. 
That night, I texted her and 

asked her what was wrong, and she told me 
that I needed to stop “nagging” her and that 
I shouldn’t get angry with her for “having 
a life.” Annie, she is my best friend, and I 
know there has to be something wrong for 
her to say that to me, but she won’t open up 
and tell me. Should I keep pressing for an-
swers? Should I back up and give her space? 
Or should I just completely give up and tell 
her to have a good life? 

— Confused and Worried
Dear Confused: If it helps your own peace 

of mind, write Beth a letter stating that 
you’re there to listen whenever she’s ready 
to talk. Then give her space — or rather, 
take some space for yourself. Whatever she 
might be going through, the things she said 
were flat-out cruel. You are a sweetheart 
for wanting to see the best in her in spite 
of it all. But you deserve nothing less than 
kindness.

Dear Annie: I would like to add to your 
response to “I Ain’t No Mr. Moneybags,” 
the law student on a limited budget dating a 
young woman who hasn’t offered to chip in 
for any of the dates.

He should be honest and tell “Laura” that 
he is on a limited student budget rather than 
drop hints that she might or might not get. 
He should ask her whether she can occasion-
ally pay. If she is driven by how much money 
he spends on her, then she is the wrong girl 
for him.

Many years ago, both my now-husband 
and I were law students. When he was 
writing his law review article, I was the one 
working as a law clerk, so I had the money 
to take us out. It was simply about who could 
pay. Of course, we went out for burgers 
and Chinese food and low-cost movies, not 
expensive dinners.

Thirty years later, he always talks about 
how he knew then that I was a caring person 
who was willing to share; I did not expect 
fancy things when we could not afford it. 
Now he earns much more money and is gen-
erous with me, and we still share. After all, 
relationships are partnerships.

“I Ain’t No Mr. Moneybags” will earn 
more money when he graduates. Until then, 
he should take it easy. Share the cost and he 
will know what kind of person Laura really 
is. 

— Dana
Dear Dana: You’re right; directness is 

better than dropping hints that someone 
might not even think to pick up. Congratula-
tions to you and your husband on 30 years of 
marriage.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

DEAR  
ANNIE  |
 
ANNIE 
LANE

BABYREAD |

CAREN  
VON HIPPEL
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Question: My doctor has put 
me on a medicine to help me 
fight depression, but is it right in 
God’s eyes for me to take it? If I 
just had more faith, wouldn’t my 
problems go away? 

— Mrs. L.S.
Answer: The Bible doesn’t dis-

courage us from seeking medical 
help for our prob-
lems, and if your 
doctor feels this 
medicine will help 
you, you shouldn’t 
feel guilty or think 
that you’re doing 
wrong by taking 
it. The Apostle 
Paul spoke warm-
ly of “Our dear 
friend Luke, the 
doctor” (Colos-
sians 4:14).

Modern medical 
science is discov-

ering something the Bible taught 
long ago: our bodies and our 
minds are very closely connect-
ed. When something goes wrong 
with our bodies, it often affects 
our minds — and vice versa. 
Depression, I’ve been told, may 
have many different causes, in-
cluding chemical imbalances in 
the body that need to be correct-
ed. I often think of the Psalmist’s 
words: “I praise you because I 
am fearfully and wonderfully 
made” (Psalm 139:14).

Don’t misunderstand me, 
however. No matter who we are 
or what is happening to us, God 
always wants us to grow stron-
ger in our faith. And God has 
given us everything we need for 
this to happen. Make the Bible 
and prayer part of your spiritual 
“diet” every day. In addition, 
draw strength from your broth-
ers and sisters in Christ.

Remember also that Christ is 
with you every moment of the 
day — whether you feel His pres-
ence or not. God loves you, and 
even when we feel down or are 
filled with doubt, His love never 
changes. Learn to focus on His 
love, and not just your feelings. 
May the Psalmist’s prayer be-
come yours: “How long must I ... 
have sorrow in my heart? ... But 
I trust in your unfailing love; my 
heart rejoices in your salvation” 
(Psalm 13:2, 5).

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.

%UHDNXS�IURP�OHIW�ÀHOG ,W·V�2.�WR�VHHN�PHGLFDO�
help for your problems

The Wizard of Id

MY        
ANSWER  |
 
BILLY
GRAHAM

This month I want to share Veroni-
ca and Sophia’s story with you. Here 
it is in Veronica’s own words:

“I was so enthusiastic when I 
signed myself and my 3-month-old 
daughter Sophia up for BabyRead. 
Sophia was shy, and I wanted to 
learn about reading to her. But my 

house cleaning 
schedule was errat-
ic, I missed several 
scheduled reading 
sessions and soon 
I had to drop out of 
BabyRead.

“So Caren, Baby-
Read’s director, was 
surprised to see me 
the following year at 
Blue Ridge Elemen-
tary signing up 
again for BabyRead.

“I asked Caren, ‘If 
one of my readers 
calls you on a Sun-

day to schedule a reading session, 
will you know your schedule for the 
week?’ She said yes. Now I know my 
house cleaning work schedule one 
week in advance, so Sophia and I 
joined BabyRead again, and it has 
been great.

“My friends says Sophia is a lucky 
little girl that I have known the 
importance of books in a child’s life 
since before she was born. Although 
we have few books in our home, 
Sophia is always excited when she 
is going to meet her reader, Miss 
Betty. As soon as I say ‘We’re going 
to see Miss Betty today,’ Sophia 
immediately responds with ‘books!’ 
It is obvious that she looks forward 
to hearing the stories, and especially 
to picking which of the books can be-
come her very own at the end of each 
session. At each BabyRead meeting, 
Sophia and I pick one book to take 
home with us for free.

“Sophia loves books and carries 
them with her wherever she goes, 
even having some in the car when we 
go out. She often ‘reads’ to her two 
older sisters, mom or dad, interpret-
ing the pictures in the book. Recent-
ly she started naming the animals 
in the ABC book she received from 
BabyRead.

“BabyRead has reinforced my 
belief in the importance of reading 
to children every day. Although 
Sophia, my third child, is exposed to 
TV, she has little interest in it. She is 
too busy to sit and watch a program, 
preferring to play. I am delighted 
because I have learned from Miss 
Betty that it is much better to read, 
recite nursery rhymes, sing songs, or 
just talk to a young child than it is to 
let them watch TV. I know the loving 
attention I give Sophia is what really 
matters.”

BabyRead is a group of volunteers 
who read with moms and other 
caregivers of babies 18 months and 
younger who live in Oconee County. 
We meet twice each month at public 
or school libraries and give a free 
book and free snack each time we 
meet. We teach moms/caregivers to 
enhance their reading with songs, 
nursery rhymes and finger plays, 
important to many skills including 
holding a child’s attention. 

If you would like to learn more or 
help us, contact Caren von Hippel at 
babyread@charter.net or (864) 944-
7881 or go to www.babyread.org.

Dear Annie: I was dating a woman 
for about two years, and recently, out of 
nowhere, she told me that she wanted to 
break up with me. I’ve been trying to get 
answers from her, but she hasn’t been 
giving me straight ones. She keeps telling 
me that it wasn’t my fault, but I still think 
it was. I want to get back with her, but 
she is now ignoring my texts. I guess my 
question is: Should I try to make things 

right and get back togeth-
er, or should I move on and 
forget her? 

— Heartbroken
Dear Heartbroken: I’m 

so sorry you’re hurting. 
Breakups are never easy, 
and it can be especially 
frustrating when you’re 
not getting straight 
answers, because you feel 
that if you just knew why, 
you could either fix it or 
at least have closure. But 
the truth is that nothing 
she could say would give 
you real closure. The 

only thing that will give you that is time. 
Although I know it doesn’t feel like it now, 
you’ll be OK again one day in the not-
so-distant future. Losing someone who 
doesn’t want to be with you is actually a 
gain because you can make space for some-
one who does want to be with you.

Dear Annie: A friend and I are plan-
ning a high tea for a group of friends. We 
plan for it to be formal and have three 
courses. Would it be OK and proper to tell 
the ladies, in their invitations, that there is 
a charge? 

— Tea Party Planners
Dear Tea Party: Not only is it perfectly 

fine manners to let them know the cost in 
advance but it would be perfectly bad man-
ners not to. Have a lovely teatime.

Dear Annie: This is in response to the 
letter from “In a Quandary in PA.” She 
was ready to put her house up for sale 
and debating whether to try moving in 
with her boyfriend or to move closer to 
her daughter (who is an hour away). Her 
gentleman friend said he’s content with 
his beer, pack of smokes and alone time. 
You advised her to give him an ultimatum 
about moving in together and to move 
closer to her daughter if she doesn’t get the 
answer she’s looking for.

If I were her, I would definitely skip the 
ultimatum and just move forward with 
putting the house up for sale. If she gave 
the ultimatum and he “caved,” she could 
move in with him, but she would always 
have a nagging feeling that he only did it 
out of pressure and not because he really 
loved her and wanted to spend time with 
her. Plus, men respond poorly to ultima-
tums, and she could save herself the heart-
ache of rejection by not trying that.

Once she puts her house up for sale, he 
may beg her not to leave and say he wants 
to live with her. In that case, she would 
know he’s a keeper, and they could figure 
out their living arrangements. If he doesn’t 
resist the move and instead just wishes her 
well, she’ll know she made the right choice 
not to stick around for his sake. Please, no 
ultimatums! 

— Knows Better
Dear Knows: Another reader wrote in 

that if you have to make an ultimatum, 
you already have your answer. I feel that’s 
true 90 percent of the time, but there are 
times when ultimatums organically arise 
and are warranted. I’d also like to add that 
they should be made only when you really 
mean them and intend to follow through. 
Empty ultimatums stink of desperation.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.
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Question: My doctor has put 
me on a medicine to help me 
fight depression, but is it right in 
God’s eyes for me to take it? If I 
just had more faith, wouldn’t my 
problems go away? 

— Mrs. L.S.
Answer: The Bible doesn’t dis-

courage us from seeking medical 
help for our prob-
lems, and if your 
doctor feels this 
medicine will help 
you, you shouldn’t 
feel guilty or think 
that you’re doing 
wrong by taking 
it. The Apostle 
Paul spoke warm-
ly of “Our dear 
friend Luke, the 
doctor” (Colos-
sians 4:14).

Modern medical 
science is discov-

ering something the Bible taught 
long ago: our bodies and our 
minds are very closely connect-
ed. When something goes wrong 
with our bodies, it often affects 
our minds — and vice versa. 
Depression, I’ve been told, may 
have many different causes, in-
cluding chemical imbalances in 
the body that need to be correct-
ed. I often think of the Psalmist’s 
words: “I praise you because I 
am fearfully and wonderfully 
made” (Psalm 139:14).

Don’t misunderstand me, 
however. No matter who we are 
or what is happening to us, God 
always wants us to grow stron-
ger in our faith. And God has 
given us everything we need for 
this to happen. Make the Bible 
and prayer part of your spiritual 
“diet” every day. In addition, 
draw strength from your broth-
ers and sisters in Christ.

Remember also that Christ is 
with you every moment of the 
day — whether you feel His pres-
ence or not. God loves you, and 
even when we feel down or are 
filled with doubt, His love never 
changes. Learn to focus on His 
love, and not just your feelings. 
May the Psalmist’s prayer be-
come yours: “How long must I ... 
have sorrow in my heart? ... But 
I trust in your unfailing love; my 
heart rejoices in your salvation” 
(Psalm 13:2, 5).

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.
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This month I want to share Veroni-
ca and Sophia’s story with you. Here 
it is in Veronica’s own words:

“I was so enthusiastic when I 
signed myself and my 3-month-old 
daughter Sophia up for BabyRead. 
Sophia was shy, and I wanted to 
learn about reading to her. But my 

house cleaning 
schedule was errat-
ic, I missed several 
scheduled reading 
sessions and soon 
I had to drop out of 
BabyRead.

“So Caren, Baby-
Read’s director, was 
surprised to see me 
the following year at 
Blue Ridge Elemen-
tary signing up 
again for BabyRead.

“I asked Caren, ‘If 
one of my readers 
calls you on a Sun-

day to schedule a reading session, 
will you know your schedule for the 
week?’ She said yes. Now I know my 
house cleaning work schedule one 
week in advance, so Sophia and I 
joined BabyRead again, and it has 
been great.

“My friends says Sophia is a lucky 
little girl that I have known the 
importance of books in a child’s life 
since before she was born. Although 
we have few books in our home, 
Sophia is always excited when she 
is going to meet her reader, Miss 
Betty. As soon as I say ‘We’re going 
to see Miss Betty today,’ Sophia 
immediately responds with ‘books!’ 
It is obvious that she looks forward 
to hearing the stories, and especially 
to picking which of the books can be-
come her very own at the end of each 
session. At each BabyRead meeting, 
Sophia and I pick one book to take 
home with us for free.

“Sophia loves books and carries 
them with her wherever she goes, 
even having some in the car when we 
go out. She often ‘reads’ to her two 
older sisters, mom or dad, interpret-
ing the pictures in the book. Recent-
ly she started naming the animals 
in the ABC book she received from 
BabyRead.

“BabyRead has reinforced my 
belief in the importance of reading 
to children every day. Although 
Sophia, my third child, is exposed to 
TV, she has little interest in it. She is 
too busy to sit and watch a program, 
preferring to play. I am delighted 
because I have learned from Miss 
Betty that it is much better to read, 
recite nursery rhymes, sing songs, or 
just talk to a young child than it is to 
let them watch TV. I know the loving 
attention I give Sophia is what really 
matters.”

BabyRead is a group of volunteers 
who read with moms and other 
caregivers of babies 18 months and 
younger who live in Oconee County. 
We meet twice each month at public 
or school libraries and give a free 
book and free snack each time we 
meet. We teach moms/caregivers to 
enhance their reading with songs, 
nursery rhymes and finger plays, 
important to many skills including 
holding a child’s attention. 

If you would like to learn more or 
help us, contact Caren von Hippel at 
babyread@charter.net or (864) 944-
7881 or go to www.babyread.org.

Dear Annie: I was dating a woman 
for about two years, and recently, out of 
nowhere, she told me that she wanted to 
break up with me. I’ve been trying to get 
answers from her, but she hasn’t been 
giving me straight ones. She keeps telling 
me that it wasn’t my fault, but I still think 
it was. I want to get back with her, but 
she is now ignoring my texts. I guess my 
question is: Should I try to make things 

right and get back togeth-
er, or should I move on and 
forget her? 

— Heartbroken
Dear Heartbroken: I’m 

so sorry you’re hurting. 
Breakups are never easy, 
and it can be especially 
frustrating when you’re 
not getting straight 
answers, because you feel 
that if you just knew why, 
you could either fix it or 
at least have closure. But 
the truth is that nothing 
she could say would give 
you real closure. The 

only thing that will give you that is time. 
Although I know it doesn’t feel like it now, 
you’ll be OK again one day in the not-
so-distant future. Losing someone who 
doesn’t want to be with you is actually a 
gain because you can make space for some-
one who does want to be with you.

Dear Annie: A friend and I are plan-
ning a high tea for a group of friends. We 
plan for it to be formal and have three 
courses. Would it be OK and proper to tell 
the ladies, in their invitations, that there is 
a charge? 

— Tea Party Planners
Dear Tea Party: Not only is it perfectly 

fine manners to let them know the cost in 
advance but it would be perfectly bad man-
ners not to. Have a lovely teatime.

Dear Annie: This is in response to the 
letter from “In a Quandary in PA.” She 
was ready to put her house up for sale 
and debating whether to try moving in 
with her boyfriend or to move closer to 
her daughter (who is an hour away). Her 
gentleman friend said he’s content with 
his beer, pack of smokes and alone time. 
You advised her to give him an ultimatum 
about moving in together and to move 
closer to her daughter if she doesn’t get the 
answer she’s looking for.

If I were her, I would definitely skip the 
ultimatum and just move forward with 
putting the house up for sale. If she gave 
the ultimatum and he “caved,” she could 
move in with him, but she would always 
have a nagging feeling that he only did it 
out of pressure and not because he really 
loved her and wanted to spend time with 
her. Plus, men respond poorly to ultima-
tums, and she could save herself the heart-
ache of rejection by not trying that.

Once she puts her house up for sale, he 
may beg her not to leave and say he wants 
to live with her. In that case, she would 
know he’s a keeper, and they could figure 
out their living arrangements. If he doesn’t 
resist the move and instead just wishes her 
well, she’ll know she made the right choice 
not to stick around for his sake. Please, no 
ultimatums! 

— Knows Better
Dear Knows: Another reader wrote in 

that if you have to make an ultimatum, 
you already have your answer. I feel that’s 
true 90 percent of the time, but there are 
times when ultimatums organically arise 
and are warranted. I’d also like to add that 
they should be made only when you really 
mean them and intend to follow through. 
Empty ultimatums stink of desperation.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.
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Question: My doctor has put 
me on a medicine to help me 
fight depression, but is it right in 
God’s eyes for me to take it? If I 
just had more faith, wouldn’t my 
problems go away? 

— Mrs. L.S.
Answer: The Bible doesn’t dis-

courage us from seeking medical 
help for our prob-
lems, and if your 
doctor feels this 
medicine will help 
you, you shouldn’t 
feel guilty or think 
that you’re doing 
wrong by taking 
it. The Apostle 
Paul spoke warm-
ly of “Our dear 
friend Luke, the 
doctor” (Colos-
sians 4:14).

Modern medical 
science is discov-

ering something the Bible taught 
long ago: our bodies and our 
minds are very closely connect-
ed. When something goes wrong 
with our bodies, it often affects 
our minds — and vice versa. 
Depression, I’ve been told, may 
have many different causes, in-
cluding chemical imbalances in 
the body that need to be correct-
ed. I often think of the Psalmist’s 
words: “I praise you because I 
am fearfully and wonderfully 
made” (Psalm 139:14).

Don’t misunderstand me, 
however. No matter who we are 
or what is happening to us, God 
always wants us to grow stron-
ger in our faith. And God has 
given us everything we need for 
this to happen. Make the Bible 
and prayer part of your spiritual 
“diet” every day. In addition, 
draw strength from your broth-
ers and sisters in Christ.

Remember also that Christ is 
with you every moment of the 
day — whether you feel His pres-
ence or not. God loves you, and 
even when we feel down or are 
filled with doubt, His love never 
changes. Learn to focus on His 
love, and not just your feelings. 
May the Psalmist’s prayer be-
come yours: “How long must I ... 
have sorrow in my heart? ... But 
I trust in your unfailing love; my 
heart rejoices in your salvation” 
(Psalm 13:2, 5).

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.
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This month I want to share Veroni-
ca and Sophia’s story with you. Here 
it is in Veronica’s own words:

“I was so enthusiastic when I 
signed myself and my 3-month-old 
daughter Sophia up for BabyRead. 
Sophia was shy, and I wanted to 
learn about reading to her. But my 

house cleaning 
schedule was errat-
ic, I missed several 
scheduled reading 
sessions and soon 
I had to drop out of 
BabyRead.

“So Caren, Baby-
Read’s director, was 
surprised to see me 
the following year at 
Blue Ridge Elemen-
tary signing up 
again for BabyRead.

“I asked Caren, ‘If 
one of my readers 
calls you on a Sun-

day to schedule a reading session, 
will you know your schedule for the 
week?’ She said yes. Now I know my 
house cleaning work schedule one 
week in advance, so Sophia and I 
joined BabyRead again, and it has 
been great.

“My friends says Sophia is a lucky 
little girl that I have known the 
importance of books in a child’s life 
since before she was born. Although 
we have few books in our home, 
Sophia is always excited when she 
is going to meet her reader, Miss 
Betty. As soon as I say ‘We’re going 
to see Miss Betty today,’ Sophia 
immediately responds with ‘books!’ 
It is obvious that she looks forward 
to hearing the stories, and especially 
to picking which of the books can be-
come her very own at the end of each 
session. At each BabyRead meeting, 
Sophia and I pick one book to take 
home with us for free.

“Sophia loves books and carries 
them with her wherever she goes, 
even having some in the car when we 
go out. She often ‘reads’ to her two 
older sisters, mom or dad, interpret-
ing the pictures in the book. Recent-
ly she started naming the animals 
in the ABC book she received from 
BabyRead.

“BabyRead has reinforced my 
belief in the importance of reading 
to children every day. Although 
Sophia, my third child, is exposed to 
TV, she has little interest in it. She is 
too busy to sit and watch a program, 
preferring to play. I am delighted 
because I have learned from Miss 
Betty that it is much better to read, 
recite nursery rhymes, sing songs, or 
just talk to a young child than it is to 
let them watch TV. I know the loving 
attention I give Sophia is what really 
matters.”

BabyRead is a group of volunteers 
who read with moms and other 
caregivers of babies 18 months and 
younger who live in Oconee County. 
We meet twice each month at public 
or school libraries and give a free 
book and free snack each time we 
meet. We teach moms/caregivers to 
enhance their reading with songs, 
nursery rhymes and finger plays, 
important to many skills including 
holding a child’s attention. 

If you would like to learn more or 
help us, contact Caren von Hippel at 
babyread@charter.net or (864) 944-
7881 or go to www.babyread.org.

Dear Annie: I was dating a woman 
for about two years, and recently, out of 
nowhere, she told me that she wanted to 
break up with me. I’ve been trying to get 
answers from her, but she hasn’t been 
giving me straight ones. She keeps telling 
me that it wasn’t my fault, but I still think 
it was. I want to get back with her, but 
she is now ignoring my texts. I guess my 
question is: Should I try to make things 

right and get back togeth-
er, or should I move on and 
forget her? 

— Heartbroken
Dear Heartbroken: I’m 

so sorry you’re hurting. 
Breakups are never easy, 
and it can be especially 
frustrating when you’re 
not getting straight 
answers, because you feel 
that if you just knew why, 
you could either fix it or 
at least have closure. But 
the truth is that nothing 
she could say would give 
you real closure. The 

only thing that will give you that is time. 
Although I know it doesn’t feel like it now, 
you’ll be OK again one day in the not-
so-distant future. Losing someone who 
doesn’t want to be with you is actually a 
gain because you can make space for some-
one who does want to be with you.

Dear Annie: A friend and I are plan-
ning a high tea for a group of friends. We 
plan for it to be formal and have three 
courses. Would it be OK and proper to tell 
the ladies, in their invitations, that there is 
a charge? 

— Tea Party Planners
Dear Tea Party: Not only is it perfectly 

fine manners to let them know the cost in 
advance but it would be perfectly bad man-
ners not to. Have a lovely teatime.

Dear Annie: This is in response to the 
letter from “In a Quandary in PA.” She 
was ready to put her house up for sale 
and debating whether to try moving in 
with her boyfriend or to move closer to 
her daughter (who is an hour away). Her 
gentleman friend said he’s content with 
his beer, pack of smokes and alone time. 
You advised her to give him an ultimatum 
about moving in together and to move 
closer to her daughter if she doesn’t get the 
answer she’s looking for.

If I were her, I would definitely skip the 
ultimatum and just move forward with 
putting the house up for sale. If she gave 
the ultimatum and he “caved,” she could 
move in with him, but she would always 
have a nagging feeling that he only did it 
out of pressure and not because he really 
loved her and wanted to spend time with 
her. Plus, men respond poorly to ultima-
tums, and she could save herself the heart-
ache of rejection by not trying that.

Once she puts her house up for sale, he 
may beg her not to leave and say he wants 
to live with her. In that case, she would 
know he’s a keeper, and they could figure 
out their living arrangements. If he doesn’t 
resist the move and instead just wishes her 
well, she’ll know she made the right choice 
not to stick around for his sake. Please, no 
ultimatums! 

— Knows Better
Dear Knows: Another reader wrote in 

that if you have to make an ultimatum, 
you already have your answer. I feel that’s 
true 90 percent of the time, but there are 
times when ultimatums organically arise 
and are warranted. I’d also like to add that 
they should be made only when you really 
mean them and intend to follow through. 
Empty ultimatums stink of desperation.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.
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Question: Why did the crowds 
that welcomed Jesus when He 
rode into Jerusalem on a donkey 
turn against Him and demand 
His death only a few days later? 

— T.A.
Answer: Tomorrow millions 

of Christians around the world 
will celebrate what we have 
come to call “Palm Sunday” — 
the day on which Jesus entered 

Jerusalem, riding 
a donkey and 
being greeted 
by a large crowd 
proclaiming Him 
the long-promised 
Messiah. “They 
took palm branch-
es and went out to 
meet him, shout-
ing, ‘Hosanna!’ 
‘Blessed is he who 
comes in the name 
of the Lord!’ “ 
(John 12:13).

And yet only 
a few days later 

another large crowd gathered 
outside the palace of the Ro-
man governor, Pontius Pilate, 
demanding Jesus’ death. For 
several days Jesus had taught 
openly, but on Thursday night 
He was arrested and put on trial 
for blasphemy (since He claimed 
to be God), as well as treason 
(since they claimed He was 
fomenting a rebellion). As news 
spread of His arrest, a hostile 
crowd gathered, demanding 
His death. “The whole crowd 
shouted, ‘Away with this man!’. 
... ‘Crucify him! Crucify him!’ “ 
(Luke 23:18, 21).

Were these the same people 
who had welcomed Him only 
a few days before? Perhaps, at 
least partly. But what is clear is 
that no one stood up to defend 
Him, and Pilate finally gave in 
to the shouts of the crowd and or-
dered His execution. Both Pilate 
and the crowd ignored the truth 
and rejected the Son of God.

Which crowd would you have 
been with? The one welcoming 
Jesus — or the one rejecting 
Him? Don’t answer too quick-
ly; how often do you let others 
pressure you into doing what’s 
wrong? Don’t go by what the 
crowd does, but give your life to 
Christ and become His follower. 
“Then you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free” 
(John 8:32).

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.

Unwillingly estranged Give your life to Jesus

The Wizard of Id

MY        
ANSWER  |
 
BILLY
GRAHAM

This month I want to share with you 
Pamela, Nico and Charlie’s story. Here 
are Pamela’s own words:

“I learned about BabyRead at Kids 
Fest at James M. Brown Elementary 
School in Walhalla. Nico was 2 months 
old at the time. A BabyRead volunteer 
explained: ‘The brain grows the most 
between birth and 18 months, and 

reading stimulates 
brain development.’ 
Wow! I decided now 
was a perfect time to 
sign up for BabyRead 
because Nico was so 
young!”

Nico is Pamela and 
Charlie’s first child 
and the focus of much 
of their attention. 
Pamela is a “stay-at-
home” mom whose 
natural tendencies are 
to talk to her child. 
Dolly and Bob are a 
married couple who 
are BabyRead readers. 

Bob speaks fluent Spanish, which he 
learned during his time in the Army. 
Pamela is bilingual in English and 
Spanish. She wants Nico to learn both 
English and Spanish. Bob reads in 
both languages to Nico. They have 
counseled Pamela and Charlie to keep 
Nico away from the TV as much as 
possible because it is just noise and 
distracting to babies.

“BabyRead has had a big impact on 
our family,” said Pamela. “We read, 
sing and talk to Nico every day. I think 
Nico has such a cheerful disposition 
because of the love and attention we 
give him when either Charlie or I read 
to him so often. We cuddle him on our 
lap. Nico calms down when we read 
to him, especially at bedtime. Charlie 
has adopted the habit of pointing to 
the words as he holds and reads to 
Nico, hoping to help him start to rec-
ognize sight words at a young age.” 

Nico is a lucky child — he gets a lot 
of loving attention.

“I am hoping to remain in Baby-
Read until Nico goes to school,” said 
Pamela. 

This is fine with the BabyRead 
program. 

Pamela understands from Dolly and 
Bob that “It’s what I and Charlie do 
every day that makes the difference to 
Nico. I love the free books I get from 
Dolly and Bob. Nico especially likes 
the touch-and-feel ones. And Dolly and 
Bob have shown me some things I can 
do while I read to hold Nico’s atten-
tion.

“Dolly and Bob also have explained 
to me the importance of talking to 
Nico about everything I do and he sees 
around him and giving him names for 
everything in the world.”

BabyRead is a group of volunteers 
who read with moms and other 
caregivers of babies 18 months and 
younger who live in Oconee County. 
We meet twice each month at public or 
school libraries for one hour and give 
a free book and free snack each time 
we meet. We teach moms/caregivers 
to enhance their reading with songs, 
nursery rhymes and finger plays, 
important to many skills including 
holding a child’s attention. 

If you would like to learn more or 
help us, please contact our director, 
Caren von Hippel at babyread@
charter.net or (864) 944-7881 or go to 
babyread.org.

Dear Annie: My situation is the classic 
example you would find in a college psy-
chiatry textbook in a chapter dealing with 
mental cause and effect, and your input to 
solve it is necessary.

Recently, I had serious financial and 
medical setbacks, including being in-
formed that I must wear a urinary col-
lection bag 24/7. Then I erupted by email 
at one of my seven mature children over 
some inconsequential issue and said some 

nasty words over things 
that basically had nothing 
to do with what my son 
had emailed me about. 
After several disgusting 
retorts back and forth, I 
forwarded the chain to the 
other six children and got 
some very bad comments 
from several of them.

As a result of their 
(justifiable) outrage, I 
have not had any contact 
with three of these adult 
children for several years 
now. I have sent what I 
intended to be sincere 

apologies and begged for forgiveness, sug-
gesting they recall all the good times of our 
past. And I accepted all of the blame for the 
original heated email exchange between 
my son and me.

I now realize that my lashing out had 
nothing to do with the actual words that 
were being said but instead was a result of 
my subconsciously feeling the need to lash 
out at the first person who crossed me.

Would a third party be the best way for 
a final solution to bring the entire fam-
ily back together? Might one of the four 
children who are still talking to me act as 
a mediator, or might they receive the same 
coldness from their siblings because of 
their contact with me?

If not one of the four children, who else 
might you suggest to act as a third party to 
resolve this? I have done all that I can do, 
with zero responses! I am in my 90s, and 
I do not want this complete deprivation of 
contact with my family members in my 
very late years, especially considering that 
I had so many decades of great relation-
ships with all of them before. 

— Puzzled Great-Grandpa
Dear Puzzled: Kudos for stepping up 

and taking the blame. That’s not easy. 
Your children either didn’t fully believe 
your apology to be sincere or weren’t ready 
to hear it. Try getting the whole family 
together in person so you can state again 
how sorry you are, and enlist the help 
of a counselor or a religious adviser for 
mediation. But let go of any expectations. 
Prepare yourself mentally for the fact that 
these three children still may not want 
to hear it. Focus instead on what you can 
control: your attitude.

Dear Annie: This is in response to 
“Daughter in Distress,” whose mother is 
in a care facility because of Alzheimer’s 
disease.

Wanting to go home is common with 
Alzheimer’s patients. Do not give in. Your 
role is to be a daughter. You cannot do that 
and be a caregiver without exhausting 
yourself.

No one else can be her daughter. Others 
can be caretakers.

Some care facilities allow the spouse to 
cuddle the patient in bed. This could be a 
way to calm her until she falls asleep. 

— Speaking From My Experience
Dear Speaking: I’m printing your letter 

here for the sake of “Daughter in Distress” 
and anyone else coping with the transition 
of having a parent move in to a care facili-
ty. Thank you for sharing your insights.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

DEAR 
ANNIE  |
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Question: Why did the crowds 
that welcomed Jesus when He 
rode into Jerusalem on a donkey 
turn against Him and demand 
His death only a few days later? 

— T.A.
Answer: Tomorrow millions 

of Christians around the world 
will celebrate what we have 
come to call “Palm Sunday” — 
the day on which Jesus entered 

Jerusalem, riding 
a donkey and 
being greeted 
by a large crowd 
proclaiming Him 
the long-promised 
Messiah. “They 
took palm branch-
es and went out to 
meet him, shout-
ing, ‘Hosanna!’ 
‘Blessed is he who 
comes in the name 
of the Lord!’ “ 
(John 12:13).

And yet only 
a few days later 

another large crowd gathered 
outside the palace of the Ro-
man governor, Pontius Pilate, 
demanding Jesus’ death. For 
several days Jesus had taught 
openly, but on Thursday night 
He was arrested and put on trial 
for blasphemy (since He claimed 
to be God), as well as treason 
(since they claimed He was 
fomenting a rebellion). As news 
spread of His arrest, a hostile 
crowd gathered, demanding 
His death. “The whole crowd 
shouted, ‘Away with this man!’. 
... ‘Crucify him! Crucify him!’ “ 
(Luke 23:18, 21).

Were these the same people 
who had welcomed Him only 
a few days before? Perhaps, at 
least partly. But what is clear is 
that no one stood up to defend 
Him, and Pilate finally gave in 
to the shouts of the crowd and or-
dered His execution. Both Pilate 
and the crowd ignored the truth 
and rejected the Son of God.

Which crowd would you have 
been with? The one welcoming 
Jesus — or the one rejecting 
Him? Don’t answer too quick-
ly; how often do you let others 
pressure you into doing what’s 
wrong? Don’t go by what the 
crowd does, but give your life to 
Christ and become His follower. 
“Then you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free” 
(John 8:32).

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.

Unwillingly estranged Give your life to Jesus

The Wizard of Id
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This month I want to share with you 
Pamela, Nico and Charlie’s story. Here 
are Pamela’s own words:

“I learned about BabyRead at Kids 
Fest at James M. Brown Elementary 
School in Walhalla. Nico was 2 months 
old at the time. A BabyRead volunteer 
explained: ‘The brain grows the most 
between birth and 18 months, and 

reading stimulates 
brain development.’ 
Wow! I decided now 
was a perfect time to 
sign up for BabyRead 
because Nico was so 
young!”

Nico is Pamela and 
Charlie’s first child 
and the focus of much 
of their attention. 
Pamela is a “stay-at-
home” mom whose 
natural tendencies are 
to talk to her child. 
Dolly and Bob are a 
married couple who 
are BabyRead readers. 

Bob speaks fluent Spanish, which he 
learned during his time in the Army. 
Pamela is bilingual in English and 
Spanish. She wants Nico to learn both 
English and Spanish. Bob reads in 
both languages to Nico. They have 
counseled Pamela and Charlie to keep 
Nico away from the TV as much as 
possible because it is just noise and 
distracting to babies.

“BabyRead has had a big impact on 
our family,” said Pamela. “We read, 
sing and talk to Nico every day. I think 
Nico has such a cheerful disposition 
because of the love and attention we 
give him when either Charlie or I read 
to him so often. We cuddle him on our 
lap. Nico calms down when we read 
to him, especially at bedtime. Charlie 
has adopted the habit of pointing to 
the words as he holds and reads to 
Nico, hoping to help him start to rec-
ognize sight words at a young age.” 

Nico is a lucky child — he gets a lot 
of loving attention.

“I am hoping to remain in Baby-
Read until Nico goes to school,” said 
Pamela. 

This is fine with the BabyRead 
program. 

Pamela understands from Dolly and 
Bob that “It’s what I and Charlie do 
every day that makes the difference to 
Nico. I love the free books I get from 
Dolly and Bob. Nico especially likes 
the touch-and-feel ones. And Dolly and 
Bob have shown me some things I can 
do while I read to hold Nico’s atten-
tion.

“Dolly and Bob also have explained 
to me the importance of talking to 
Nico about everything I do and he sees 
around him and giving him names for 
everything in the world.”

BabyRead is a group of volunteers 
who read with moms and other 
caregivers of babies 18 months and 
younger who live in Oconee County. 
We meet twice each month at public or 
school libraries for one hour and give 
a free book and free snack each time 
we meet. We teach moms/caregivers 
to enhance their reading with songs, 
nursery rhymes and finger plays, 
important to many skills including 
holding a child’s attention. 

If you would like to learn more or 
help us, please contact our director, 
Caren von Hippel at babyread@
charter.net or (864) 944-7881 or go to 
babyread.org.

Dear Annie: My situation is the classic 
example you would find in a college psy-
chiatry textbook in a chapter dealing with 
mental cause and effect, and your input to 
solve it is necessary.

Recently, I had serious financial and 
medical setbacks, including being in-
formed that I must wear a urinary col-
lection bag 24/7. Then I erupted by email 
at one of my seven mature children over 
some inconsequential issue and said some 

nasty words over things 
that basically had nothing 
to do with what my son 
had emailed me about. 
After several disgusting 
retorts back and forth, I 
forwarded the chain to the 
other six children and got 
some very bad comments 
from several of them.

As a result of their 
(justifiable) outrage, I 
have not had any contact 
with three of these adult 
children for several years 
now. I have sent what I 
intended to be sincere 

apologies and begged for forgiveness, sug-
gesting they recall all the good times of our 
past. And I accepted all of the blame for the 
original heated email exchange between 
my son and me.

I now realize that my lashing out had 
nothing to do with the actual words that 
were being said but instead was a result of 
my subconsciously feeling the need to lash 
out at the first person who crossed me.

Would a third party be the best way for 
a final solution to bring the entire fam-
ily back together? Might one of the four 
children who are still talking to me act as 
a mediator, or might they receive the same 
coldness from their siblings because of 
their contact with me?

If not one of the four children, who else 
might you suggest to act as a third party to 
resolve this? I have done all that I can do, 
with zero responses! I am in my 90s, and 
I do not want this complete deprivation of 
contact with my family members in my 
very late years, especially considering that 
I had so many decades of great relation-
ships with all of them before. 

— Puzzled Great-Grandpa
Dear Puzzled: Kudos for stepping up 

and taking the blame. That’s not easy. 
Your children either didn’t fully believe 
your apology to be sincere or weren’t ready 
to hear it. Try getting the whole family 
together in person so you can state again 
how sorry you are, and enlist the help 
of a counselor or a religious adviser for 
mediation. But let go of any expectations. 
Prepare yourself mentally for the fact that 
these three children still may not want 
to hear it. Focus instead on what you can 
control: your attitude.

Dear Annie: This is in response to 
“Daughter in Distress,” whose mother is 
in a care facility because of Alzheimer’s 
disease.

Wanting to go home is common with 
Alzheimer’s patients. Do not give in. Your 
role is to be a daughter. You cannot do that 
and be a caregiver without exhausting 
yourself.

No one else can be her daughter. Others 
can be caretakers.

Some care facilities allow the spouse to 
cuddle the patient in bed. This could be a 
way to calm her until she falls asleep. 

— Speaking From My Experience
Dear Speaking: I’m printing your letter 

here for the sake of “Daughter in Distress” 
and anyone else coping with the transition 
of having a parent move in to a care facili-
ty. Thank you for sharing your insights.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.
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 |CROSSWORD ANSWERS |

Question: Why did the crowds 
that welcomed Jesus when He 
rode into Jerusalem on a donkey 
turn against Him and demand 
His death only a few days later? 

— T.A.
Answer: Tomorrow millions 

of Christians around the world 
will celebrate what we have 
come to call “Palm Sunday” — 
the day on which Jesus entered 

Jerusalem, riding 
a donkey and 
being greeted 
by a large crowd 
proclaiming Him 
the long-promised 
Messiah. “They 
took palm branch-
es and went out to 
meet him, shout-
ing, ‘Hosanna!’ 
‘Blessed is he who 
comes in the name 
of the Lord!’ “ 
(John 12:13).

And yet only 
a few days later 

another large crowd gathered 
outside the palace of the Ro-
man governor, Pontius Pilate, 
demanding Jesus’ death. For 
several days Jesus had taught 
openly, but on Thursday night 
He was arrested and put on trial 
for blasphemy (since He claimed 
to be God), as well as treason 
(since they claimed He was 
fomenting a rebellion). As news 
spread of His arrest, a hostile 
crowd gathered, demanding 
His death. “The whole crowd 
shouted, ‘Away with this man!’. 
... ‘Crucify him! Crucify him!’ “ 
(Luke 23:18, 21).

Were these the same people 
who had welcomed Him only 
a few days before? Perhaps, at 
least partly. But what is clear is 
that no one stood up to defend 
Him, and Pilate finally gave in 
to the shouts of the crowd and or-
dered His execution. Both Pilate 
and the crowd ignored the truth 
and rejected the Son of God.

Which crowd would you have 
been with? The one welcoming 
Jesus — or the one rejecting 
Him? Don’t answer too quick-
ly; how often do you let others 
pressure you into doing what’s 
wrong? Don’t go by what the 
crowd does, but give your life to 
Christ and become His follower. 
“Then you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free” 
(John 8:32).

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.

Unwillingly estranged Give your life to Jesus

The Wizard of Id
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This month I want to share with you 
Pamela, Nico and Charlie’s story. Here 
are Pamela’s own words:

“I learned about BabyRead at Kids 
Fest at James M. Brown Elementary 
School in Walhalla. Nico was 2 months 
old at the time. A BabyRead volunteer 
explained: ‘The brain grows the most 
between birth and 18 months, and 

reading stimulates 
brain development.’ 
Wow! I decided now 
was a perfect time to 
sign up for BabyRead 
because Nico was so 
young!”

Nico is Pamela and 
Charlie’s first child 
and the focus of much 
of their attention. 
Pamela is a “stay-at-
home” mom whose 
natural tendencies are 
to talk to her child. 
Dolly and Bob are a 
married couple who 
are BabyRead readers. 

Bob speaks fluent Spanish, which he 
learned during his time in the Army. 
Pamela is bilingual in English and 
Spanish. She wants Nico to learn both 
English and Spanish. Bob reads in 
both languages to Nico. They have 
counseled Pamela and Charlie to keep 
Nico away from the TV as much as 
possible because it is just noise and 
distracting to babies.

“BabyRead has had a big impact on 
our family,” said Pamela. “We read, 
sing and talk to Nico every day. I think 
Nico has such a cheerful disposition 
because of the love and attention we 
give him when either Charlie or I read 
to him so often. We cuddle him on our 
lap. Nico calms down when we read 
to him, especially at bedtime. Charlie 
has adopted the habit of pointing to 
the words as he holds and reads to 
Nico, hoping to help him start to rec-
ognize sight words at a young age.” 

Nico is a lucky child — he gets a lot 
of loving attention.

“I am hoping to remain in Baby-
Read until Nico goes to school,” said 
Pamela. 

This is fine with the BabyRead 
program. 

Pamela understands from Dolly and 
Bob that “It’s what I and Charlie do 
every day that makes the difference to 
Nico. I love the free books I get from 
Dolly and Bob. Nico especially likes 
the touch-and-feel ones. And Dolly and 
Bob have shown me some things I can 
do while I read to hold Nico’s atten-
tion.

“Dolly and Bob also have explained 
to me the importance of talking to 
Nico about everything I do and he sees 
around him and giving him names for 
everything in the world.”

BabyRead is a group of volunteers 
who read with moms and other 
caregivers of babies 18 months and 
younger who live in Oconee County. 
We meet twice each month at public or 
school libraries for one hour and give 
a free book and free snack each time 
we meet. We teach moms/caregivers 
to enhance their reading with songs, 
nursery rhymes and finger plays, 
important to many skills including 
holding a child’s attention. 

If you would like to learn more or 
help us, please contact our director, 
Caren von Hippel at babyread@
charter.net or (864) 944-7881 or go to 
babyread.org.

Dear Annie: My situation is the classic 
example you would find in a college psy-
chiatry textbook in a chapter dealing with 
mental cause and effect, and your input to 
solve it is necessary.

Recently, I had serious financial and 
medical setbacks, including being in-
formed that I must wear a urinary col-
lection bag 24/7. Then I erupted by email 
at one of my seven mature children over 
some inconsequential issue and said some 

nasty words over things 
that basically had nothing 
to do with what my son 
had emailed me about. 
After several disgusting 
retorts back and forth, I 
forwarded the chain to the 
other six children and got 
some very bad comments 
from several of them.

As a result of their 
(justifiable) outrage, I 
have not had any contact 
with three of these adult 
children for several years 
now. I have sent what I 
intended to be sincere 

apologies and begged for forgiveness, sug-
gesting they recall all the good times of our 
past. And I accepted all of the blame for the 
original heated email exchange between 
my son and me.

I now realize that my lashing out had 
nothing to do with the actual words that 
were being said but instead was a result of 
my subconsciously feeling the need to lash 
out at the first person who crossed me.

Would a third party be the best way for 
a final solution to bring the entire fam-
ily back together? Might one of the four 
children who are still talking to me act as 
a mediator, or might they receive the same 
coldness from their siblings because of 
their contact with me?

If not one of the four children, who else 
might you suggest to act as a third party to 
resolve this? I have done all that I can do, 
with zero responses! I am in my 90s, and 
I do not want this complete deprivation of 
contact with my family members in my 
very late years, especially considering that 
I had so many decades of great relation-
ships with all of them before. 

— Puzzled Great-Grandpa
Dear Puzzled: Kudos for stepping up 

and taking the blame. That’s not easy. 
Your children either didn’t fully believe 
your apology to be sincere or weren’t ready 
to hear it. Try getting the whole family 
together in person so you can state again 
how sorry you are, and enlist the help 
of a counselor or a religious adviser for 
mediation. But let go of any expectations. 
Prepare yourself mentally for the fact that 
these three children still may not want 
to hear it. Focus instead on what you can 
control: your attitude.

Dear Annie: This is in response to 
“Daughter in Distress,” whose mother is 
in a care facility because of Alzheimer’s 
disease.

Wanting to go home is common with 
Alzheimer’s patients. Do not give in. Your 
role is to be a daughter. You cannot do that 
and be a caregiver without exhausting 
yourself.

No one else can be her daughter. Others 
can be caretakers.

Some care facilities allow the spouse to 
cuddle the patient in bed. This could be a 
way to calm her until she falls asleep. 

— Speaking From My Experience
Dear Speaking: I’m printing your letter 

here for the sake of “Daughter in Distress” 
and anyone else coping with the transition 
of having a parent move in to a care facili-
ty. Thank you for sharing your insights.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.
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ANNIE  |
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Question: My mother and I 
have never gotten along very 
well. She’s always trying to run 
my life, and now that I’m plan-
ning to get married it’s only get-
ting worse. I admit I’m partly to 
blame, but is there anything I 
can do to make our relationship 

more peaceful? 
— V.J.
Answer: 

Tomorrow is 
Mother’s Day in 
the United States, 
a special day set 
aside to honor 
our mothers and 
express our grat-
itude to them for 
all they’ve done 
for us. Many other 
countries today 
have similar 
observances.

Can you think 
of a better day to reach out to 
your mother and begin heal-
ing the division between you? 
I can’t. Let her know that you 
love her and are grateful for 
her — openly and clearly. After 
all, where would you be without 
her? Yes, it’s easy to focus on 
her faults — but take time in-
stead to focus on the sacrifices 
she made as your mother, and 
all that you owe her.

If possible, do something 
special or unexpected for her 
also — flowers, dinner together, 
etc. In addition, ask God to help 
you avoid arguing or disagree-
ing; discover instead the art of 
changing the subject. Ask God 
to help you follow the Bible’s 
admonition: “A gentle answer 
turns away wrath, but a harsh 
word stirs up anger” (Proverbs 
15:1).

Not every problem will be 
solved in one day, of course. 
But it can be a beginning -- if 
you let it. In other words, see 
it as a first step, not the whole 
journey. And even if you do say 
something that upsets her, apol-
ogize immediately. Most of all, 
pray for your mother and your 
relationship with her. The Bible 
says, “Be devoted to one anoth-
er in love. ... If it is possible, as 
far as it depends on you, live at 
peace with everyone” (Romans 
12:10, 18).

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.

You’re eating that? Let God help mend  
relationship with mother
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With TVs in almost every home in 
America, should you be letting your 
baby watch TV? Many moms do. Baby-
Read says emphatically “No.” 

This is confirmed by the American 
Academy of Pediatricians who say that 
“children 2 years and younger should 
watch no TV.” Yet, surveys suggest that 
92 percent of 1-year-olds have already 
watched TV and/or used a mobile 

device, some start-
ing as young as 4 
months (healthy-
children.org)

Healthychildren.
org states: “I hear 
a lot of parents say: 
‘But my baby likes 
it.’ Infants may 
stare at the bright 
colors and motion 
on the screen, 
but their brains 
are incapable of 
making sense or 
meaning out of all 

those bizarre pictures. It takes around 
18 months for a baby’s brain to develop 
to the point where the symbols on a 
screen come to represent their equiva-
lents in the real world.”

What do babies need? The period 
under 2 years of age is a window of 
opportunity for the family to nurture 
the baby. Babies need interaction with 
people around them — they need to be 
talked with, held and read to. “When it 
comes to day-to-day learning, they need 
to touch things, shake them, throw 
them, and, most of all, to see the faces 
and hear the voices of those they love 
the most.” (healthychildren.org) 

This is a critical time for moms, dads, 
grandparents and others to talk and 
read every day with your baby. This 
promotes brain development. It will 
make your baby healthy and smart.

“Good evidence suggests that screen 
viewing (of electronic gadgets) before 
age 18 months has lasting negative 
effects on children’s language de-
velopment, reading skills and short-
term memory. It also contributes to 
problems with sleep and attention. 
The problem lies not only with what 
toddlers are doing while they’re watch-
ing TV, it’s what they aren’t doing. 
Specifically, children are programmed 
to learn from interacting with other 
people. The dance of facial expres-
sions, tone of voice, and body language 
between a toddler and a parent is … 
complex. Whenever one party to this 
dance, child or parent, is watching TV, 
the exchange comes to a halt. 

“Just having the TV on in the back-
ground, even if ‘no one is watching 
it’ is enough to delay language devel-
opment. Normally a parent speaks 
940 words per hour when a toddler is 
around. With the television on, that 
number falls by 770! Fewer words 
means less learning.” (healthychil-
dren.org)

BabyRead is a group of volunteers 
who read with moms and other care-
givers of babies 18 months and younger 
who live in Oconee County. We meet 
twice each month at public or school 
libraries for one hour and give a free 
book and free snack each time we 
meet. We teach moms/caregivers how 
to enhance their reading with songs, 
nursery rhymes and finger plays — 
important to many skills, including 
holding a child’s attention. 

TO LEARN more, please contact our director, 
Caren von Hippel, at babyread@charter.net or 
(864) 944-7881 or go to www.babyread.org.

Dear Annie: I work in an office with 
mostly wonderful ladies with whom I, in 
general, get along well with. I have one 
lunchtime irritation.

There is a certain co-worker, “June,” 
who always has a comment to make about 
what I’m eating for lunch. She never says 
anything so blunt as, “That is unhealthy! 
How can you eat that?!” However, her 
comments often make me feel that she 

actually thinks that. She 
will make a remark such 
as, “Oh, pasta? Well, I guess 
that tastes better than my 
protein smoothie.”

I know that in itself, 
that is a pretty innocent 
comment and nothing to 
get flustered over, but it 
happens every time she and 
I have the same lunch hour 
— or even when she hap-
pens to walk in the break 
room while I’m on lunch. 
Several times, she has 
even made a joke when I’ve 
ordered from the sandwich 

shop across the street (which I do only 
once or twice a month), saying that I must 
be single-handedly keeping the place in 
business.

I realize that I may be being overly sensi-
tive, but I just feel that people should have 
more tact when talking about what others 
eat. Actually, I don’t see the need for oth-
ers to ever comment about that at all! Why 
do people think that is OK? And do you 
have a suggestion for how I could tactfully 
tell June that her comments really bother 
me? 

— Fed Up
Dear Fed: June needs to mind her own 

lunchbox. It sounds as if she is fixated 
with dieting and is envious of your ability 
to enjoy what you eat. I don’t think she’s 
consciously trying to make you feel bad, so 
you might first try gently bringing her at-
tention to what she’s doing. Every time she 
mentions how good your lunch looks, offer 
her some. She’ll most likely decline and for 
a moment be forced to consider why she 
made the comment in the first place.

If the comments persist, then it’s time to 
be direct. Let her know that you’re sen-
sitive to the remarks about your diet and 
that you’d appreciate her not commenting 
on your lunch unless she’s asking for the 
recipe.

Dear Annie: I am writing in response 
to your reply to a woman who received 
an invitation to her friend’s combination 
birthday/retirement party with the nota-
tion “Donation: $60.” She wanted to know 
whether she is expected to take a gift — af-
ter already paying to attend the gathering. 
Your answer: no gift. But you missed the 
bigger issue, or so it seems to me.

When you host a party, you offer your 
guests the best you can afford; you do not 
expect them to pay. A cash bar is the only 
exception, and I don’t even think that’s 
such a good idea. Your friends are your 
guests. You provide the food and beverag-
es. My husband and I wouldn’t accept an 
invitation requiring us to pay to attend.

For the most part, we agree with your ad-
vice. My husband and I are old, so things 
we think to be important are often not so. 
But that’s probably been the case since the 
beginning of time. 

— Betsy in Moorhead, Minn.
Dear Betsy: I focused on whether guests 

should bring gifts because it was a guest 
who had written to me. But don’t discount 
your and your husband’s opinions. Eti-
quette is still very important, if not always 
observed.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

DEAR 
ANNIE  |
 
ANNIE 
LANE

BABYREAD  |
 
CAREN 
VON HIPPEL
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Question: My mother and I 
have never gotten along very 
well. She’s always trying to run 
my life, and now that I’m plan-
ning to get married it’s only get-
ting worse. I admit I’m partly to 
blame, but is there anything I 
can do to make our relationship 

more peaceful? 
— V.J.
Answer: 

Tomorrow is 
Mother’s Day in 
the United States, 
a special day set 
aside to honor 
our mothers and 
express our grat-
itude to them for 
all they’ve done 
for us. Many other 
countries today 
have similar 
observances.

Can you think 
of a better day to reach out to 
your mother and begin heal-
ing the division between you? 
I can’t. Let her know that you 
love her and are grateful for 
her — openly and clearly. After 
all, where would you be without 
her? Yes, it’s easy to focus on 
her faults — but take time in-
stead to focus on the sacrifices 
she made as your mother, and 
all that you owe her.

If possible, do something 
special or unexpected for her 
also — flowers, dinner together, 
etc. In addition, ask God to help 
you avoid arguing or disagree-
ing; discover instead the art of 
changing the subject. Ask God 
to help you follow the Bible’s 
admonition: “A gentle answer 
turns away wrath, but a harsh 
word stirs up anger” (Proverbs 
15:1).

Not every problem will be 
solved in one day, of course. 
But it can be a beginning -- if 
you let it. In other words, see 
it as a first step, not the whole 
journey. And even if you do say 
something that upsets her, apol-
ogize immediately. Most of all, 
pray for your mother and your 
relationship with her. The Bible 
says, “Be devoted to one anoth-
er in love. ... If it is possible, as 
far as it depends on you, live at 
peace with everyone” (Romans 
12:10, 18).

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.

You’re eating that? Let God help mend  
relationship with mother

The Wizard of Id
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With TVs in almost every home in 
America, should you be letting your 
baby watch TV? Many moms do. Baby-
Read says emphatically “No.” 

This is confirmed by the American 
Academy of Pediatricians who say that 
“children 2 years and younger should 
watch no TV.” Yet, surveys suggest that 
92 percent of 1-year-olds have already 
watched TV and/or used a mobile 

device, some start-
ing as young as 4 
months (healthy-
children.org)

Healthychildren.
org states: “I hear 
a lot of parents say: 
‘But my baby likes 
it.’ Infants may 
stare at the bright 
colors and motion 
on the screen, 
but their brains 
are incapable of 
making sense or 
meaning out of all 

those bizarre pictures. It takes around 
18 months for a baby’s brain to develop 
to the point where the symbols on a 
screen come to represent their equiva-
lents in the real world.”

What do babies need? The period 
under 2 years of age is a window of 
opportunity for the family to nurture 
the baby. Babies need interaction with 
people around them — they need to be 
talked with, held and read to. “When it 
comes to day-to-day learning, they need 
to touch things, shake them, throw 
them, and, most of all, to see the faces 
and hear the voices of those they love 
the most.” (healthychildren.org) 

This is a critical time for moms, dads, 
grandparents and others to talk and 
read every day with your baby. This 
promotes brain development. It will 
make your baby healthy and smart.

“Good evidence suggests that screen 
viewing (of electronic gadgets) before 
age 18 months has lasting negative 
effects on children’s language de-
velopment, reading skills and short-
term memory. It also contributes to 
problems with sleep and attention. 
The problem lies not only with what 
toddlers are doing while they’re watch-
ing TV, it’s what they aren’t doing. 
Specifically, children are programmed 
to learn from interacting with other 
people. The dance of facial expres-
sions, tone of voice, and body language 
between a toddler and a parent is … 
complex. Whenever one party to this 
dance, child or parent, is watching TV, 
the exchange comes to a halt. 

“Just having the TV on in the back-
ground, even if ‘no one is watching 
it’ is enough to delay language devel-
opment. Normally a parent speaks 
940 words per hour when a toddler is 
around. With the television on, that 
number falls by 770! Fewer words 
means less learning.” (healthychil-
dren.org)

BabyRead is a group of volunteers 
who read with moms and other care-
givers of babies 18 months and younger 
who live in Oconee County. We meet 
twice each month at public or school 
libraries for one hour and give a free 
book and free snack each time we 
meet. We teach moms/caregivers how 
to enhance their reading with songs, 
nursery rhymes and finger plays — 
important to many skills, including 
holding a child’s attention. 

TO LEARN more, please contact our director, 
Caren von Hippel, at babyread@charter.net or 
(864) 944-7881 or go to www.babyread.org.

Dear Annie: I work in an office with 
mostly wonderful ladies with whom I, in 
general, get along well with. I have one 
lunchtime irritation.

There is a certain co-worker, “June,” 
who always has a comment to make about 
what I’m eating for lunch. She never says 
anything so blunt as, “That is unhealthy! 
How can you eat that?!” However, her 
comments often make me feel that she 

actually thinks that. She 
will make a remark such 
as, “Oh, pasta? Well, I guess 
that tastes better than my 
protein smoothie.”

I know that in itself, 
that is a pretty innocent 
comment and nothing to 
get flustered over, but it 
happens every time she and 
I have the same lunch hour 
— or even when she hap-
pens to walk in the break 
room while I’m on lunch. 
Several times, she has 
even made a joke when I’ve 
ordered from the sandwich 

shop across the street (which I do only 
once or twice a month), saying that I must 
be single-handedly keeping the place in 
business.

I realize that I may be being overly sensi-
tive, but I just feel that people should have 
more tact when talking about what others 
eat. Actually, I don’t see the need for oth-
ers to ever comment about that at all! Why 
do people think that is OK? And do you 
have a suggestion for how I could tactfully 
tell June that her comments really bother 
me? 

— Fed Up
Dear Fed: June needs to mind her own 

lunchbox. It sounds as if she is fixated 
with dieting and is envious of your ability 
to enjoy what you eat. I don’t think she’s 
consciously trying to make you feel bad, so 
you might first try gently bringing her at-
tention to what she’s doing. Every time she 
mentions how good your lunch looks, offer 
her some. She’ll most likely decline and for 
a moment be forced to consider why she 
made the comment in the first place.

If the comments persist, then it’s time to 
be direct. Let her know that you’re sen-
sitive to the remarks about your diet and 
that you’d appreciate her not commenting 
on your lunch unless she’s asking for the 
recipe.

Dear Annie: I am writing in response 
to your reply to a woman who received 
an invitation to her friend’s combination 
birthday/retirement party with the nota-
tion “Donation: $60.” She wanted to know 
whether she is expected to take a gift — af-
ter already paying to attend the gathering. 
Your answer: no gift. But you missed the 
bigger issue, or so it seems to me.

When you host a party, you offer your 
guests the best you can afford; you do not 
expect them to pay. A cash bar is the only 
exception, and I don’t even think that’s 
such a good idea. Your friends are your 
guests. You provide the food and beverag-
es. My husband and I wouldn’t accept an 
invitation requiring us to pay to attend.

For the most part, we agree with your ad-
vice. My husband and I are old, so things 
we think to be important are often not so. 
But that’s probably been the case since the 
beginning of time. 

— Betsy in Moorhead, Minn.
Dear Betsy: I focused on whether guests 

should bring gifts because it was a guest 
who had written to me. But don’t discount 
your and your husband’s opinions. Eti-
quette is still very important, if not always 
observed.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

DEAR 
ANNIE  |
 
ANNIE 
LANE
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CAREN 
VON HIPPEL
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Question: My mother and I 
have never gotten along very 
well. She’s always trying to run 
my life, and now that I’m plan-
ning to get married it’s only get-
ting worse. I admit I’m partly to 
blame, but is there anything I 
can do to make our relationship 

more peaceful? 
— V.J.
Answer: 

Tomorrow is 
Mother’s Day in 
the United States, 
a special day set 
aside to honor 
our mothers and 
express our grat-
itude to them for 
all they’ve done 
for us. Many other 
countries today 
have similar 
observances.

Can you think 
of a better day to reach out to 
your mother and begin heal-
ing the division between you? 
I can’t. Let her know that you 
love her and are grateful for 
her — openly and clearly. After 
all, where would you be without 
her? Yes, it’s easy to focus on 
her faults — but take time in-
stead to focus on the sacrifices 
she made as your mother, and 
all that you owe her.

If possible, do something 
special or unexpected for her 
also — flowers, dinner together, 
etc. In addition, ask God to help 
you avoid arguing or disagree-
ing; discover instead the art of 
changing the subject. Ask God 
to help you follow the Bible’s 
admonition: “A gentle answer 
turns away wrath, but a harsh 
word stirs up anger” (Proverbs 
15:1).

Not every problem will be 
solved in one day, of course. 
But it can be a beginning -- if 
you let it. In other words, see 
it as a first step, not the whole 
journey. And even if you do say 
something that upsets her, apol-
ogize immediately. Most of all, 
pray for your mother and your 
relationship with her. The Bible 
says, “Be devoted to one anoth-
er in love. ... If it is possible, as 
far as it depends on you, live at 
peace with everyone” (Romans 
12:10, 18).

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.

You’re eating that? Let God help mend  
relationship with mother
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With TVs in almost every home in 
America, should you be letting your 
baby watch TV? Many moms do. Baby-
Read says emphatically “No.” 

This is confirmed by the American 
Academy of Pediatricians who say that 
“children 2 years and younger should 
watch no TV.” Yet, surveys suggest that 
92 percent of 1-year-olds have already 
watched TV and/or used a mobile 

device, some start-
ing as young as 4 
months (healthy-
children.org)

Healthychildren.
org states: “I hear 
a lot of parents say: 
‘But my baby likes 
it.’ Infants may 
stare at the bright 
colors and motion 
on the screen, 
but their brains 
are incapable of 
making sense or 
meaning out of all 

those bizarre pictures. It takes around 
18 months for a baby’s brain to develop 
to the point where the symbols on a 
screen come to represent their equiva-
lents in the real world.”

What do babies need? The period 
under 2 years of age is a window of 
opportunity for the family to nurture 
the baby. Babies need interaction with 
people around them — they need to be 
talked with, held and read to. “When it 
comes to day-to-day learning, they need 
to touch things, shake them, throw 
them, and, most of all, to see the faces 
and hear the voices of those they love 
the most.” (healthychildren.org) 

This is a critical time for moms, dads, 
grandparents and others to talk and 
read every day with your baby. This 
promotes brain development. It will 
make your baby healthy and smart.

“Good evidence suggests that screen 
viewing (of electronic gadgets) before 
age 18 months has lasting negative 
effects on children’s language de-
velopment, reading skills and short-
term memory. It also contributes to 
problems with sleep and attention. 
The problem lies not only with what 
toddlers are doing while they’re watch-
ing TV, it’s what they aren’t doing. 
Specifically, children are programmed 
to learn from interacting with other 
people. The dance of facial expres-
sions, tone of voice, and body language 
between a toddler and a parent is … 
complex. Whenever one party to this 
dance, child or parent, is watching TV, 
the exchange comes to a halt. 

“Just having the TV on in the back-
ground, even if ‘no one is watching 
it’ is enough to delay language devel-
opment. Normally a parent speaks 
940 words per hour when a toddler is 
around. With the television on, that 
number falls by 770! Fewer words 
means less learning.” (healthychil-
dren.org)

BabyRead is a group of volunteers 
who read with moms and other care-
givers of babies 18 months and younger 
who live in Oconee County. We meet 
twice each month at public or school 
libraries for one hour and give a free 
book and free snack each time we 
meet. We teach moms/caregivers how 
to enhance their reading with songs, 
nursery rhymes and finger plays — 
important to many skills, including 
holding a child’s attention. 

TO LEARN more, please contact our director, 
Caren von Hippel, at babyread@charter.net or 
(864) 944-7881 or go to www.babyread.org.

Dear Annie: I work in an office with 
mostly wonderful ladies with whom I, in 
general, get along well with. I have one 
lunchtime irritation.

There is a certain co-worker, “June,” 
who always has a comment to make about 
what I’m eating for lunch. She never says 
anything so blunt as, “That is unhealthy! 
How can you eat that?!” However, her 
comments often make me feel that she 

actually thinks that. She 
will make a remark such 
as, “Oh, pasta? Well, I guess 
that tastes better than my 
protein smoothie.”

I know that in itself, 
that is a pretty innocent 
comment and nothing to 
get flustered over, but it 
happens every time she and 
I have the same lunch hour 
— or even when she hap-
pens to walk in the break 
room while I’m on lunch. 
Several times, she has 
even made a joke when I’ve 
ordered from the sandwich 

shop across the street (which I do only 
once or twice a month), saying that I must 
be single-handedly keeping the place in 
business.

I realize that I may be being overly sensi-
tive, but I just feel that people should have 
more tact when talking about what others 
eat. Actually, I don’t see the need for oth-
ers to ever comment about that at all! Why 
do people think that is OK? And do you 
have a suggestion for how I could tactfully 
tell June that her comments really bother 
me? 

— Fed Up
Dear Fed: June needs to mind her own 

lunchbox. It sounds as if she is fixated 
with dieting and is envious of your ability 
to enjoy what you eat. I don’t think she’s 
consciously trying to make you feel bad, so 
you might first try gently bringing her at-
tention to what she’s doing. Every time she 
mentions how good your lunch looks, offer 
her some. She’ll most likely decline and for 
a moment be forced to consider why she 
made the comment in the first place.

If the comments persist, then it’s time to 
be direct. Let her know that you’re sen-
sitive to the remarks about your diet and 
that you’d appreciate her not commenting 
on your lunch unless she’s asking for the 
recipe.

Dear Annie: I am writing in response 
to your reply to a woman who received 
an invitation to her friend’s combination 
birthday/retirement party with the nota-
tion “Donation: $60.” She wanted to know 
whether she is expected to take a gift — af-
ter already paying to attend the gathering. 
Your answer: no gift. But you missed the 
bigger issue, or so it seems to me.

When you host a party, you offer your 
guests the best you can afford; you do not 
expect them to pay. A cash bar is the only 
exception, and I don’t even think that’s 
such a good idea. Your friends are your 
guests. You provide the food and beverag-
es. My husband and I wouldn’t accept an 
invitation requiring us to pay to attend.

For the most part, we agree with your ad-
vice. My husband and I are old, so things 
we think to be important are often not so. 
But that’s probably been the case since the 
beginning of time. 

— Betsy in Moorhead, Minn.
Dear Betsy: I focused on whether guests 

should bring gifts because it was a guest 
who had written to me. But don’t discount 
your and your husband’s opinions. Eti-
quette is still very important, if not always 
observed.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

DEAR 
ANNIE  |
 
ANNIE 
LANE
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CAREN 
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Question: I respect the Bible 
and I suppose it has things to 
teach us, but isn’t it kind of 
out of date, since it talks about 
people who lived a very long 
time ago? At least that’s what 
it seems to me whenever I’ve 
tried to read it. 

— B.R.
Answer: I’m 

thankful you’ve 
at least tried to 
read the Bible, 
even if it hasn’t 
meant much to 
you so far. Too 
many people, I’m 
afraid, dismiss 
the Bible without 
ever opening it 
— and as a result 
they miss the 
greatest message 
anyone can ever 
discover.

Yes, the Bible does speak of 
people and events from long 
ago, and you may wonder what 
they possibly could mean to us 
today. But this doesn’t make 
the Bible outdated — not at all! 
The reason is because the Bible 
tells us about things that are 
eternal and will never change. 
It tells us first of all about God, 
who never changes. From the 
first verse in Genesis to the 
final verse in Revelation, God 
reveals to us what He is like 
and what He has done for us 
because of His love.

The Bible also tells us about 
human nature — and that too 
never changes. In some ways 
we may know more than people 
who lived thousands of years 
ago — but in our hearts we’re 
still the same. And just as they 
needed God, so we too need 
Him.

Most of all, the Bible tells us 
about Jesus Christ, who came 
from Heaven to save us from 
our sins and give us hope and 
new life. Begin your journey 
of faith today by asking Him to 
come into your life. You’ll be 
glad you did, because “Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever” (He-
brews 13:8).

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.

Preventing an  
embarrassing accident

The Bible’s teachings 
are eternal

The Wizard of Id
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The BabyRead program affects the 
whole family, not just the mom and the 
little baby. Often everyone in the family 
becomes more enthusiastic about and 
interested in reading. This is the magic 
of participating in BabyRead. 

Our volunteer readers are enthu-
siastic and committed to our goals of 

coaching moms in 
reading every day 
to their babies and 
toddlers; and raising 
awareness that read-
ing to babies builds 
their brains. Their 
enthusiasm is conta-
gious.  And reading is 
such fun! Babies and 
toddlers, moms and 
dads, grandmoms and 
great-grandmoms dis-
cover this, and laugh 
and sing and have a 
great time reading 
the stories and seeing 

the colorful pictures in our hard board 
books.

Just ask Maria V. or her husband, 
Alezander, or her 9-year-old daughter 
Mia, or her 11-year-old son Alexander, 
or her now 3-year-old daughter Alia. 
They have been in BabyRead for almost 
two years now, having joined when 
Alia was less than a year old. They 
sometimes meet with their BabyRead 
volunteer reader at the Walhalla public 
library in the late afternoon when Dad 
and Alexander and Mia can join them. 
Maria says that Alia is all smiles when 
she is going to BabyRead, and knows 
she will be coming home with a new 
book for her home library.  

Another family, Paige E. and Benja-
min, have been having reading sessions 
at a local library with a BabyRead vol-
unteer for seven months now. Benjamin 
started BabyRead last fall, when he was 
13 months old. Right after each reading 
session, they take the book they got free 
from BabyRead and go to Dad’s to have 
dinner. Papaw reads Benjamin the book 
he got that day. Mom, Dad and Benja-
min all reading and sharing together 
— an important bonding experience 
for Benjamin. Or Alice J., her daugh-
ter, Cathy, and her granddaughter, 
Kara. Alice and Kara meet during the 
week with the BabyRead family reader 
because Cathy works full-time. But on 
weekends, Cathy joins her mom and 
daughter so they can all read together.

Other families sometimes meet after 
school so that an older child can attend 
the reading sessions. Older siblings 
as young as 6 enjoy helping read to 
the baby, along with the mom and the 
BabyRead volunteer. If the mom has 
several preschool aged children, she 
brings them all to the BabyRead read-
ing sessions.

BabyRead is a group of volunteers 
who read with moms and other care-
givers of babies 18 months and younger 
who live in Oconee County. We meet 
twice each month at public or school li-
braries for an hour and give a free book 
and free snack each time we meet. We 
teach moms and caregivers to enhance 
their reading with songs, nursery 
rhymes and finger plays — important to 
many skills, including holding a child’s 
attention. In addition to readers, we are 
seeking volunteers with leadership, 
management and administrative skills.

TO LEARN more, contact director Caren von 
Hippel at babyread@charter.net, (864) 944-7881 
or go to babyread.org.

Dear Annie: I am a woman in my mid-
60s with multiple sclerosis, which is under 
control. Although a trip out to an appoint-
ment and a couple of stores is no problem, I 
am very limited in how far I can walk, and 
with my neurogenic bladder, I must make 
frequent restroom stops.

My concern is what I would do if my car 
broke down. We are auto-
mobile club members, but I 
know I would need a bath-
room before help arrived. I 
don’t know whether it would 
be OK for me just to call the 
police and notify them that 
I am having an emergency 
and temporarily leaving 
my car to take a taxi to a 
fast-food place and promptly 
return to the car afterward.

My neuropsychologist 
responded to this question 
by advising that I take a 
change of clothing with me 

at all times. She said I would have to change 
under a blanket in the car. That sounds dif-
ficult and unpleasant to me and might need 
to happen more than once if I were waiting 
for help. I make regular use of incontinence 
pads, although under normal circumstanc-
es, I almost invariably make it to a bathroom 
without any accident. I also know about 
adult diapers. The problem would be to know 
what day my car is going to break down so I 
could be sure to wear a diaper that day!

Although we are retired, my husband has 
a very busy schedule and is often not avail-
able. Do you have any other ideas? 

— Afraid to Be Humiliated
Dear Afraid: First off, know that you’re 

not alone, and you should not feel humiliated 
if something like that ever were to happen. 
However, I completely sympathize with your 
wanting to have a plan in place to prevent it.

Your tentative solutions are good ones. 
Have a list of taxi companies and their phone 
numbers in your car, along with an emergen-
cy cellphone (you can buy one at Walgreens, 
Target or a similar store) loaded with min-
utes from a calling card. Depending on how 
vigilant you want to be and how much space 
you have in your vehicle, you might consid-
er buying a portable toilet or building one. 
(There are tutorials online.) For privacy, you 
could have makeshift curtains that stick to 
the windows via suction cups while you’re 
pulled over on the side of the road.

Dear Annie: Your response to “Fed Up,” 
who was tired of a co-worker’s running com-
mentary on her lunch, was perfect. It is quite 
rude and annoying to make comments relat-
ing to the calorie count or nutritional value 
of what another person is eating. When the 
co-worker made a comment to “Fed Up” 
about pasta’s tasting better than her protein 
smoothie, what she was really saying was, 
“Look at me. Look how virtuous I am deny-
ing myself pasta, and look at what a slacker 
you are.” It’s a thinly disguised insult and an 
unwarranted shaming of both the food and 
the person eating it. Healthy eating is im-
portant, but manners, especially in the close 
quarters of a workplace, are more so.  

— Minding My Own Lunch in PA
Dear Minding: My knee-jerk reaction to 

a comment such as the one her co-worker 
made is the same as yours — to feel offended 
and regard it as a passive-aggressive insult. 
But I do think some people don’t even realize 
how it comes across, so it’s always good to 
try to give them the benefit of the doubt. 
Thank you for taking the time to write 
in and underscore how personal our food 
choices are.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.
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Question: I respect the Bible 
and I suppose it has things to 
teach us, but isn’t it kind of 
out of date, since it talks about 
people who lived a very long 
time ago? At least that’s what 
it seems to me whenever I’ve 
tried to read it. 

— B.R.
Answer: I’m 

thankful you’ve 
at least tried to 
read the Bible, 
even if it hasn’t 
meant much to 
you so far. Too 
many people, I’m 
afraid, dismiss 
the Bible without 
ever opening it 
— and as a result 
they miss the 
greatest message 
anyone can ever 
discover.

Yes, the Bible does speak of 
people and events from long 
ago, and you may wonder what 
they possibly could mean to us 
today. But this doesn’t make 
the Bible outdated — not at all! 
The reason is because the Bible 
tells us about things that are 
eternal and will never change. 
It tells us first of all about God, 
who never changes. From the 
first verse in Genesis to the 
final verse in Revelation, God 
reveals to us what He is like 
and what He has done for us 
because of His love.

The Bible also tells us about 
human nature — and that too 
never changes. In some ways 
we may know more than people 
who lived thousands of years 
ago — but in our hearts we’re 
still the same. And just as they 
needed God, so we too need 
Him.

Most of all, the Bible tells us 
about Jesus Christ, who came 
from Heaven to save us from 
our sins and give us hope and 
new life. Begin your journey 
of faith today by asking Him to 
come into your life. You’ll be 
glad you did, because “Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever” (He-
brews 13:8).

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.
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are eternal

The Wizard of Id

MY        
ANSWER  |
 
BILLY
GRAHAM

The BabyRead program affects the 
whole family, not just the mom and the 
little baby. Often everyone in the family 
becomes more enthusiastic about and 
interested in reading. This is the magic 
of participating in BabyRead. 

Our volunteer readers are enthu-
siastic and committed to our goals of 

coaching moms in 
reading every day 
to their babies and 
toddlers; and raising 
awareness that read-
ing to babies builds 
their brains. Their 
enthusiasm is conta-
gious.  And reading is 
such fun! Babies and 
toddlers, moms and 
dads, grandmoms and 
great-grandmoms dis-
cover this, and laugh 
and sing and have a 
great time reading 
the stories and seeing 

the colorful pictures in our hard board 
books.
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