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Question: I don’t think 
there is any difference be-
tween religion and supersti-
tion. To me “religion” is just 
another name for superstition, 
and it means believing in 
things you can’t ever prove. I 
don’t want anything to do with 
religion. 

— M.T.
Answer: As I 

read your email 
I couldn’t help 
but feel sorry for 
you — because 
what you are 
really saying is 
that you don’t 
want anything 
to do with God. 
In other words, 
you have closed 
your mind to the 
possibility that 
God even exists 

— and not only that He exists, 
but that you can have a living 
relationship with Him.

Yes, you’re right, up to a 
point; superstition means 
believing in things we can’t 
prove. It also means being held 
captive by fears and anxieties 
that we can’t control or do 
anything about. The Bible, 
however, warns us not to give 
in to superstitious habits or 
fears, but to put our trust in 
the living God.

You see, superstition and 
faith in the living God are 
not the same thing, in spite 
of what you say. In fact, they 
are exact opposites. God is 
real — and the evidence for 
His existence is all around 
us. We see it in the worlds He 
created — and most of all, we 
know it because 2,000 years 
ago He came down to earth 
and walked among us in the 
person of Jesus Christ.

Don’t let pride, or sin, or any-
thing else keep you from God. 
Instead, I challenge you to look 
with an open heart and mind 
at Jesus Christ, as He is found 
in the Gospels of the New Tes-
tament. He can change your 
life. The Bible says, “No one 
has ever seen God, but the one 
and only Son, who is himself 
God ... has made him known” 
(John 1:18).

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.

Quick to disown It’s foolish to confuse 
faith for superstition

The Wizard of Id

MY        
ANSWER  |
 
BILLY
GRAHAM

Nursery rhymes are key in BabyRead. 
“Experts in literacy and child develop-
ment have discovered that if children 
know eight nursery rhymes by heart by 
the time they’re 4 years old, they’re usu-
ally among the best readers by the time 
they’re 8.” (Fox, M. 2001 Reading Magic. 
San Diego, CA. Harcourt.)

 These children have 
become more attuned 
to the sounds of their 
language, and they 
often have a richer 
vocabulary.  

“When using nurs-
ery songs and rhymes 
with your child, you 
are engaged in a social 
routine that encourag-
es turn-taking skills, 
which are critical for 
the development of 
conversation.”

This language 
activity of taking turns — your child 
“talks/coos” and then you respond — “is 
extremely important in bonding, social, 
and brain development.  “You foster 
responsiveness and, through repetition, 
you help your child learn to anticipate 
what’s coming next. Young children are 
able to respond to rhythm and tone before 
they understand language, and both have 
a common foundation of tone patterns, 
stress and rhythm.  The words used in 
nursery rhymes and songs help a child 
develop language comprehension as they 
learn to associate key words with people, 
objects, and events in their daily lives.” 
(2010, kbyueleven.org)

BabyRead volunteers coach moms and 
grandmoms they read with to use nursery 
rhymes and songs as they read to their 
babies and toddlers. We also give families 
who are with BabyRead for at least six 
sessions a CD player with CDs of nursery 
rhymes and songs.

Rhymes teach:  (1) language devel-
opment — as children recite or listen 
to nursery rhymes, they learn new 
vocabulary and practice the rhythm 
and grammar of their language without 
even knowing it; (2) pre-reading skills 
such as following the sequence of the 
narrative, cause and effect, and problem 
and solution; (3) math concepts such as 
counting in “One little piggy, two little 
piggies, three little piggies …”; (4) comfort 
and support as they are places children 
can retreat to; (5) creative dramatization: 
children love to act out the rhymes; (6) are 
just lots of fun for babies and toddlers. (the 
measuredmom.org and 2010 kbyueleven.
org)

Do these nursery rhymes sound famil-
iar? “Baa, Baa Black Sheep,” “A-Tisket, 
A-Tasket,” “Hickory, Dickory Dock,” 
“Humpty Dumpty,” “Little Bo Peep,” 
“Mary Had A Little Lamb,” “London 
Bridge is Falling Down” and “Mary, Mary 
Quite Contrary.” 

BabyRead is a group of volunteers who 
read with moms and other caregivers of 
babies from birth to 18 months who live 
in Oconee County. We meet twice each 
month at public or school libraries for one 
hour and give a free book and snack each 
time we meet. We coach moms/caregivers 
to enhance their reading with songs, nurs-
ery rhymes and finger plays, important 
to many skills including holding a child’s 
attention. In addition to readers, we are 
seeking volunteers with leadership, man-
agement, and administrative skills.

TO LEARN more, contact director Caren von Hip-
pel at babyread@charter.net or (864) 944-7881 or 
go to www.babyread.org.

Dear Annie: I was married to a man for 
15 years and grew very close to his parents. 
I developed a particularly close relation-
ship with his mom. After my husband and 
I divorced, I remained close to her, which I 
was happy to do, especially because she is 
my son’s grandmother.

My son and I continued to have a close 
relationship with my mother-in-law until 
five years ago. She had sent my son $50 for 

a birthday, and my son, 
being a teenager, took his 
time sending her a thank-
you note for the money. He 
eventually did send her 
a thank-you card (within 
a month of receiving the 
money), but not before she 
had contacted us to ask 
whether he had received 
the money.

Ever since, she has 
stopped all communica-
tions completely with both 
of us, despite my repeated 
attempts to stay in touch. 
She has moved to another 

state and does not use a computer, so I have 
relied on sending cards on her birthday 
and other holidays.

I accepted her behavior as her way of 
communicating to us how disappointed she 
was in my son’s lack of immediate apprecia-
tion. However, my son recently got mar-
ried, and her lack of communication was 
once again brought to the forefront of my 
mind, and I was hurt, mostly for my son. 
Weddings are all about family and love. 
It would have been nice if she could have 
acknowledged this very special occasion.

At this point, I am not expecting any kind 
of reconciliation. However, if she happens 
to see herself in this letter, I hope she 
knows she is missed. 

— Wishing Things Could Be Different
Dear Wishing: Your mother-in-law 

made Kilimanjaro out of a molehill. A teen-
ager’s taking a month to send a thank-you 
is no reason to disown him. She could have 
simply done what many other frustrated 
grandparents have done in her situation: 
stopped sending gifts. Her over-the-top 
reaction suggests a deeper unhappiness in 
her life.

The kind, sweet mother-in-law whom you 
grew to love might no longer be available, 
for reasons you may never know, but that’s 
OK. We can’t control others’ behavior. We 
can only control our responses to it. You’ve 
responded with grace — continuing to 
reach out to her on birthdays and holidays 
— and I commend you for that.

Dear Annie: I’d like to suggest a compro-
mise for “No Mess, Please,” the woman who 
doesn’t want to vacation with her long-term 
boyfriend’s messy son and family: They 
could get separate living quarters. They 
could get condos in the same building or 
adjacent cottages or cabins, etc. It’s a great 
solution that — though possibly costing a 
little more — wouldn’t put “No Mess” in 
the “mean girlfriend” role, and it would 
allow everyone to be comfortable in filth or 
tidiness, as the case may be.

I have vacationed with friends before 
and found it to be a great solution. Another 
huge benefit is that after getting together 
and having fun with everyone, I still have 
the downtime I need. Hope this helps. 

— A Reader in Roanoke
Dear A Reader in Roanoke: If this is 

something “No Mess” and her boyfriend 
can afford, then I think it’s a great solution. 
A little space can go a long way toward 
helping people better appreciate the time 
they spend together.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

DEAR 
ANNIE  |
 
ANNIE 
LANE

BABYREAD  |
 
CAREN 
VON HIPPEL

SATURDAY, JULY 8, 2017  THE JOURNAL   B3

 | PAGE LABEL ODD |  

 | COMICS/COLUMNISTS | 

The importance
of nursery rhymes

Non Sequitur

Wumo

Luann

Bizarro

Cornered

The Flying McCoys

In The Bleachers

Shoe

Thatababy

 |CROSSWORD ANSWERS |

Question: I don’t think 
there is any difference be-
tween religion and supersti-
tion. To me “religion” is just 
another name for superstition, 
and it means believing in 
things you can’t ever prove. I 
don’t want anything to do with 
religion. 

— M.T.
Answer: As I 

read your email 
I couldn’t help 
but feel sorry for 
you — because 
what you are 
really saying is 
that you don’t 
want anything 
to do with God. 
In other words, 
you have closed 
your mind to the 
possibility that 
God even exists 

— and not only that He exists, 
but that you can have a living 
relationship with Him.

Yes, you’re right, up to a 
point; superstition means 
believing in things we can’t 
prove. It also means being held 
captive by fears and anxieties 
that we can’t control or do 
anything about. The Bible, 
however, warns us not to give 
in to superstitious habits or 
fears, but to put our trust in 
the living God.

You see, superstition and 
faith in the living God are 
not the same thing, in spite 
of what you say. In fact, they 
are exact opposites. God is 
real — and the evidence for 
His existence is all around 
us. We see it in the worlds He 
created — and most of all, we 
know it because 2,000 years 
ago He came down to earth 
and walked among us in the 
person of Jesus Christ.

Don’t let pride, or sin, or any-
thing else keep you from God. 
Instead, I challenge you to look 
with an open heart and mind 
at Jesus Christ, as He is found 
in the Gospels of the New Tes-
tament. He can change your 
life. The Bible says, “No one 
has ever seen God, but the one 
and only Son, who is himself 
God ... has made him known” 
(John 1:18).

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.

Quick to disown It’s foolish to confuse 
faith for superstition

The Wizard of Id

MY        
ANSWER  |
 
BILLY
GRAHAM

Nursery rhymes are key in BabyRead. 
“Experts in literacy and child develop-
ment have discovered that if children 
know eight nursery rhymes by heart by 
the time they’re 4 years old, they’re usu-
ally among the best readers by the time 
they’re 8.” (Fox, M. 2001 Reading Magic. 
San Diego, CA. Harcourt.)

 These children have 
become more attuned 
to the sounds of their 
language, and they 
often have a richer 
vocabulary.  

“When using nurs-
ery songs and rhymes 
with your child, you 
are engaged in a social 
routine that encourag-
es turn-taking skills, 
which are critical for 
the development of 
conversation.”

This language 
activity of taking turns — your child 
“talks/coos” and then you respond — “is 
extremely important in bonding, social, 
and brain development.  “You foster 
responsiveness and, through repetition, 
you help your child learn to anticipate 
what’s coming next. Young children are 
able to respond to rhythm and tone before 
they understand language, and both have 
a common foundation of tone patterns, 
stress and rhythm.  The words used in 
nursery rhymes and songs help a child 
develop language comprehension as they 
learn to associate key words with people, 
objects, and events in their daily lives.” 
(2010, kbyueleven.org)

BabyRead volunteers coach moms and 
grandmoms they read with to use nursery 
rhymes and songs as they read to their 
babies and toddlers. We also give families 
who are with BabyRead for at least six 
sessions a CD player with CDs of nursery 
rhymes and songs.

Rhymes teach:  (1) language devel-
opment — as children recite or listen 
to nursery rhymes, they learn new 
vocabulary and practice the rhythm 
and grammar of their language without 
even knowing it; (2) pre-reading skills 
such as following the sequence of the 
narrative, cause and effect, and problem 
and solution; (3) math concepts such as 
counting in “One little piggy, two little 
piggies, three little piggies …”; (4) comfort 
and support as they are places children 
can retreat to; (5) creative dramatization: 
children love to act out the rhymes; (6) are 
just lots of fun for babies and toddlers. (the 
measuredmom.org and 2010 kbyueleven.
org)

Do these nursery rhymes sound famil-
iar? “Baa, Baa Black Sheep,” “A-Tisket, 
A-Tasket,” “Hickory, Dickory Dock,” 
“Humpty Dumpty,” “Little Bo Peep,” 
“Mary Had A Little Lamb,” “London 
Bridge is Falling Down” and “Mary, Mary 
Quite Contrary.” 

BabyRead is a group of volunteers who 
read with moms and other caregivers of 
babies from birth to 18 months who live 
in Oconee County. We meet twice each 
month at public or school libraries for one 
hour and give a free book and snack each 
time we meet. We coach moms/caregivers 
to enhance their reading with songs, nurs-
ery rhymes and finger plays, important 
to many skills including holding a child’s 
attention. In addition to readers, we are 
seeking volunteers with leadership, man-
agement, and administrative skills.

TO LEARN more, contact director Caren von Hip-
pel at babyread@charter.net or (864) 944-7881 or 
go to www.babyread.org.

Dear Annie: I was married to a man for 
15 years and grew very close to his parents. 
I developed a particularly close relation-
ship with his mom. After my husband and 
I divorced, I remained close to her, which I 
was happy to do, especially because she is 
my son’s grandmother.

My son and I continued to have a close 
relationship with my mother-in-law until 
five years ago. She had sent my son $50 for 

a birthday, and my son, 
being a teenager, took his 
time sending her a thank-
you note for the money. He 
eventually did send her 
a thank-you card (within 
a month of receiving the 
money), but not before she 
had contacted us to ask 
whether he had received 
the money.

Ever since, she has 
stopped all communica-
tions completely with both 
of us, despite my repeated 
attempts to stay in touch. 
She has moved to another 

state and does not use a computer, so I have 
relied on sending cards on her birthday 
and other holidays.

I accepted her behavior as her way of 
communicating to us how disappointed she 
was in my son’s lack of immediate apprecia-
tion. However, my son recently got mar-
ried, and her lack of communication was 
once again brought to the forefront of my 
mind, and I was hurt, mostly for my son. 
Weddings are all about family and love. 
It would have been nice if she could have 
acknowledged this very special occasion.

At this point, I am not expecting any kind 
of reconciliation. However, if she happens 
to see herself in this letter, I hope she 
knows she is missed. 

— Wishing Things Could Be Different
Dear Wishing: Your mother-in-law 

made Kilimanjaro out of a molehill. A teen-
ager’s taking a month to send a thank-you 
is no reason to disown him. She could have 
simply done what many other frustrated 
grandparents have done in her situation: 
stopped sending gifts. Her over-the-top 
reaction suggests a deeper unhappiness in 
her life.

The kind, sweet mother-in-law whom you 
grew to love might no longer be available, 
for reasons you may never know, but that’s 
OK. We can’t control others’ behavior. We 
can only control our responses to it. You’ve 
responded with grace — continuing to 
reach out to her on birthdays and holidays 
— and I commend you for that.

Dear Annie: I’d like to suggest a compro-
mise for “No Mess, Please,” the woman who 
doesn’t want to vacation with her long-term 
boyfriend’s messy son and family: They 
could get separate living quarters. They 
could get condos in the same building or 
adjacent cottages or cabins, etc. It’s a great 
solution that — though possibly costing a 
little more — wouldn’t put “No Mess” in 
the “mean girlfriend” role, and it would 
allow everyone to be comfortable in filth or 
tidiness, as the case may be.

I have vacationed with friends before 
and found it to be a great solution. Another 
huge benefit is that after getting together 
and having fun with everyone, I still have 
the downtime I need. Hope this helps. 

— A Reader in Roanoke
Dear A Reader in Roanoke: If this is 

something “No Mess” and her boyfriend 
can afford, then I think it’s a great solution. 
A little space can go a long way toward 
helping people better appreciate the time 
they spend together.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

DEAR 
ANNIE  |
 
ANNIE 
LANE

BABYREAD  |
 
CAREN 
VON HIPPEL

SATURDAY, JULY 8, 2017  THE JOURNAL   B3

 | PAGE LABEL ODD |  

 | COMICS/COLUMNISTS | 

The importance
of nursery rhymes

Non Sequitur

Wumo

Luann

Bizarro

Cornered

The Flying McCoys

In The Bleachers

Shoe

Thatababy

 |CROSSWORD ANSWERS |

Question: I don’t think 
there is any difference be-
tween religion and supersti-
tion. To me “religion” is just 
another name for superstition, 
and it means believing in 
things you can’t ever prove. I 
don’t want anything to do with 
religion. 

— M.T.
Answer: As I 

read your email 
I couldn’t help 
but feel sorry for 
you — because 
what you are 
really saying is 
that you don’t 
want anything 
to do with God. 
In other words, 
you have closed 
your mind to the 
possibility that 
God even exists 

— and not only that He exists, 
but that you can have a living 
relationship with Him.

Yes, you’re right, up to a 
point; superstition means 
believing in things we can’t 
prove. It also means being held 
captive by fears and anxieties 
that we can’t control or do 
anything about. The Bible, 
however, warns us not to give 
in to superstitious habits or 
fears, but to put our trust in 
the living God.

You see, superstition and 
faith in the living God are 
not the same thing, in spite 
of what you say. In fact, they 
are exact opposites. God is 
real — and the evidence for 
His existence is all around 
us. We see it in the worlds He 
created — and most of all, we 
know it because 2,000 years 
ago He came down to earth 
and walked among us in the 
person of Jesus Christ.

Don’t let pride, or sin, or any-
thing else keep you from God. 
Instead, I challenge you to look 
with an open heart and mind 
at Jesus Christ, as He is found 
in the Gospels of the New Tes-
tament. He can change your 
life. The Bible says, “No one 
has ever seen God, but the one 
and only Son, who is himself 
God ... has made him known” 
(John 1:18).

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.

Quick to disown It’s foolish to confuse 
faith for superstition

The Wizard of Id

MY        
ANSWER  |
 
BILLY
GRAHAM

Nursery rhymes are key in BabyRead. 
“Experts in literacy and child develop-
ment have discovered that if children 
know eight nursery rhymes by heart by 
the time they’re 4 years old, they’re usu-
ally among the best readers by the time 
they’re 8.” (Fox, M. 2001 Reading Magic. 
San Diego, CA. Harcourt.)

 These children have 
become more attuned 
to the sounds of their 
language, and they 
often have a richer 
vocabulary.  

“When using nurs-
ery songs and rhymes 
with your child, you 
are engaged in a social 
routine that encourag-
es turn-taking skills, 
which are critical for 
the development of 
conversation.”

This language 
activity of taking turns — your child 
“talks/coos” and then you respond — “is 
extremely important in bonding, social, 
and brain development.  “You foster 
responsiveness and, through repetition, 
you help your child learn to anticipate 
what’s coming next. Young children are 
able to respond to rhythm and tone before 
they understand language, and both have 
a common foundation of tone patterns, 
stress and rhythm.  The words used in 
nursery rhymes and songs help a child 
develop language comprehension as they 
learn to associate key words with people, 
objects, and events in their daily lives.” 
(2010, kbyueleven.org)

BabyRead volunteers coach moms and 
grandmoms they read with to use nursery 
rhymes and songs as they read to their 
babies and toddlers. We also give families 
who are with BabyRead for at least six 
sessions a CD player with CDs of nursery 
rhymes and songs.

Rhymes teach:  (1) language devel-
opment — as children recite or listen 
to nursery rhymes, they learn new 
vocabulary and practice the rhythm 
and grammar of their language without 
even knowing it; (2) pre-reading skills 
such as following the sequence of the 
narrative, cause and effect, and problem 
and solution; (3) math concepts such as 
counting in “One little piggy, two little 
piggies, three little piggies …”; (4) comfort 
and support as they are places children 
can retreat to; (5) creative dramatization: 
children love to act out the rhymes; (6) are 
just lots of fun for babies and toddlers. (the 
measuredmom.org and 2010 kbyueleven.
org)

Do these nursery rhymes sound famil-
iar? “Baa, Baa Black Sheep,” “A-Tisket, 
A-Tasket,” “Hickory, Dickory Dock,” 
“Humpty Dumpty,” “Little Bo Peep,” 
“Mary Had A Little Lamb,” “London 
Bridge is Falling Down” and “Mary, Mary 
Quite Contrary.” 

BabyRead is a group of volunteers who 
read with moms and other caregivers of 
babies from birth to 18 months who live 
in Oconee County. We meet twice each 
month at public or school libraries for one 
hour and give a free book and snack each 
time we meet. We coach moms/caregivers 
to enhance their reading with songs, nurs-
ery rhymes and finger plays, important 
to many skills including holding a child’s 
attention. In addition to readers, we are 
seeking volunteers with leadership, man-
agement, and administrative skills.

TO LEARN more, contact director Caren von Hip-
pel at babyread@charter.net or (864) 944-7881 or 
go to www.babyread.org.

Dear Annie: I was married to a man for 
15 years and grew very close to his parents. 
I developed a particularly close relation-
ship with his mom. After my husband and 
I divorced, I remained close to her, which I 
was happy to do, especially because she is 
my son’s grandmother.

My son and I continued to have a close 
relationship with my mother-in-law until 
five years ago. She had sent my son $50 for 

a birthday, and my son, 
being a teenager, took his 
time sending her a thank-
you note for the money. He 
eventually did send her 
a thank-you card (within 
a month of receiving the 
money), but not before she 
had contacted us to ask 
whether he had received 
the money.

Ever since, she has 
stopped all communica-
tions completely with both 
of us, despite my repeated 
attempts to stay in touch. 
She has moved to another 

state and does not use a computer, so I have 
relied on sending cards on her birthday 
and other holidays.

I accepted her behavior as her way of 
communicating to us how disappointed she 
was in my son’s lack of immediate apprecia-
tion. However, my son recently got mar-
ried, and her lack of communication was 
once again brought to the forefront of my 
mind, and I was hurt, mostly for my son. 
Weddings are all about family and love. 
It would have been nice if she could have 
acknowledged this very special occasion.

At this point, I am not expecting any kind 
of reconciliation. However, if she happens 
to see herself in this letter, I hope she 
knows she is missed. 

— Wishing Things Could Be Different
Dear Wishing: Your mother-in-law 

made Kilimanjaro out of a molehill. A teen-
ager’s taking a month to send a thank-you 
is no reason to disown him. She could have 
simply done what many other frustrated 
grandparents have done in her situation: 
stopped sending gifts. Her over-the-top 
reaction suggests a deeper unhappiness in 
her life.

The kind, sweet mother-in-law whom you 
grew to love might no longer be available, 
for reasons you may never know, but that’s 
OK. We can’t control others’ behavior. We 
can only control our responses to it. You’ve 
responded with grace — continuing to 
reach out to her on birthdays and holidays 
— and I commend you for that.

Dear Annie: I’d like to suggest a compro-
mise for “No Mess, Please,” the woman who 
doesn’t want to vacation with her long-term 
boyfriend’s messy son and family: They 
could get separate living quarters. They 
could get condos in the same building or 
adjacent cottages or cabins, etc. It’s a great 
solution that — though possibly costing a 
little more — wouldn’t put “No Mess” in 
the “mean girlfriend” role, and it would 
allow everyone to be comfortable in filth or 
tidiness, as the case may be.

I have vacationed with friends before 
and found it to be a great solution. Another 
huge benefit is that after getting together 
and having fun with everyone, I still have 
the downtime I need. Hope this helps. 

— A Reader in Roanoke
Dear A Reader in Roanoke: If this is 

something “No Mess” and her boyfriend 
can afford, then I think it’s a great solution. 
A little space can go a long way toward 
helping people better appreciate the time 
they spend together.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

DEAR 
ANNIE  |
 
ANNIE 
LANE

BABYREAD  |
 
CAREN 
VON HIPPEL



 
 
 

  
 
The Journal August 12, 2017 Importance of Nursery Rhymes  

B4   THE JOURNAL  SATURDAY, AUGUST 12, 2017

 | PAGE LABEL EVEN |   | PAGE LABEL EVEN |  

 | COMICS/COLUMNISTS | 

The importance 
of nursery rhymes

Non Sequitur

Wumo

Luann

Bizarro

Cornered

The Flying McCoys

In The Bleachers

Shoe

Thatababy

 |CROSSWORD ANSWERS |

Question: How do I know if 
God will really forgive me? I’ve 
lived kind of a rough life, but 
I know I need God, and I need 
Him to forgive me. But how can 
I be sure He really will? 

— J.W.
Answer: Sin is 

a terrible reality 
— and one reason 
it’s so terrible 
is because it 
separates us 
from God. But sin 
is also terrible 
because it affects 
every one of us, 
no matter how 
good or bad we 
are. In other 
words, we are all 
guilty before God, 
and none of us de-

serves His forgiveness or salva-
tion. As the Bible says, “There 
is no one who does good, not 
even one” (Romans 3:12).

But does this mean our 
situation is hopeless? Does this 
mean God will never forgive 
us, and Heaven’s door is forever 
closed to us? No, it doesn’t — 
and the reason is because God 
has done for us what we could 
never do for ourselves. We can 
never cleanse ourselves of our 
sins, no matter how hard we 
try -- but God has provided the 
way for us to be forgiven and 
cleansed!

That way is Jesus Christ. He 
was God in human flesh, and 
He came down from Heaven 
for one reason: to provide the 
way for us to be forgiven. He 
did this by becoming the final 
and complete sacrifice for our 
sins, through His death on the 
cross for us. He was without sin 
— but on the cross all our sins 
were transferred to Him, and 
He died in our place.

Now God offers us salvation 
as a free gift — free, because 
Jesus Christ has already paid 
for it. Don’t carry your burden 
of sin any longer, but turn to 
Christ and give your sins to 
Him. Because of Christ, the 
Bible says, “we have redemp-
tion, the forgiveness of sins” 
(Colossians 1:14).

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.

Reaching out  
and touching nothing

Jesus is all the  
necessary proof that 
God will forgive you

The Wizard of Id
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Nursery rhymes are so important to ba-
bies, toddlers and all preschool children 
that I am going to talk about it again in 
this month’s column. 

Listening comprehension comes before 
reading comprehension. “In 1945 the 
average elementary school child had a vo-
cabulary of 10,000 words; today’s children 
have an average vocabulary of only 2,500 

words.” (Tony Stead, 
senior literacy consul-
tant, Mondo Publishing, 
(2010 kbyueleven.org) 
Many parents today are 
not reading to their chil-
dren anymore.  This is 
certainly true in families 
that do not have many 
books in their homes and 
in families with both 
parents working.

“A lot of the problems 
… come from children 
not memorizing rhymes, 
the bread-and-butter of 
traditional early chil-

dren’s literature …. In order for a children 
to understand what they are reading they 
have to be able to hear the language first.  
A lot of the traditional rhymes such as 
‘Jack and Jill’ and ‘Humpty Dumpty’ were 
repetitious and allowed us to memorize 
the basic structures and patterns in the 
English language, then put it together. It’s 
important that young children learn to 
memorize through verse.” (2010 kbyuelev-
en.org)

“Jack and Jill went up the hill, To fetch 
a pail of water, Jack fell down and broke 
his crown,

“And Jill came tumbling after.” This 
contains at least three words not used in 
everyday conversation: “fetch,” “crown” 
and “tumbling.” Or, “Mary, Mary, quite 
contrary, How does your garden grow? 
With silver bells, and cockle shells, and 
pretty maids, all in a row.” “Contrary” 
and “cockle” are words most children 
have not heard at home. Even a little baby 
who isn’t yet talking can hear the rhythm 
of English is exposed to all this vocab-
ulary and delights in all these rhyming 
words. Also nursery rhymes encourage 
movement, which babies and toddlers 
love.

Keep in mind the basic premise of 
BabyRead: A person’s brain grows more 
between birth and 18 months than be-
tween 18 months and 18 years and reading 
stimulates brain development. All uses 
of language — reading, singing, talking, 
singing nursery rhymes — stimulate your 
child’s brain development. But it is your 
social engagement and interaction with 
your baby/toddler that is  key to your’s 
child’s development and success. Singing 
nursery rhymes are a way to use oral lan-
guage with your child — having him/her 
listen or join in with you and for everyone 
to have a good time.

BabyRead is a group of volunteers who 
read with moms and other caregivers of 
babies from birth to 18 months who live 
in Oconee County. We meet twice each 
month at public or school libraries for one 
hour and give a free book and snack each 
time we meet. We coach moms/caregiv-
ers to enhance their reading with songs, 
nursery rhymes and finger plays, import-
ant to many skills including holding a 
child’s attention. In addition to readers, 
we are seeking volunteers with leader-
ship, management and administrative 
skills.

TO LEARN more, contact director Caren von Hippel 
at babyread@charter.net, (864) 944-7881 or go to 
babyread.org.

Dear Annie: My husband of 44 years 
passed away from Alzheimer’s disease six 
years ago. I was a widow when I met him 
and had three small children, a son and 
two daughters. He had been divorced for 
2 1/2 years and also had three children 
from a previous marriage, two sons and a 
daughter. The two boys came to live with 

us. The daughter, “Alice,” 
stayed with her mother.

Alice kept in close touch 
as long as we were sup-
porting her financially. 
We noticed she seemed to 
be jealous of my children, 
especially my daugh-
ters. We tried to include 
her in all of our family 
gatherings. But after she 
got married — with a big 
church wedding that we 
paid for — we didn’t hear 
from her very much. We 
didn’t even get so much as 
a phone call from her on 

my husband’s birthday or on Father’s Day.
A while back, my husband had a heart 

attack and was not allowed visitors in the 
hospital aside from me. Alice went into a 
rage. She told me he was her daddy and he 
had been taken away from her. I reminded 
her that I had nothing to do with their 
divorce. (Her mother asked for the divorce; 
she was having an affair.) It was very 
upsetting, to say the least.

Years later, toward the end of my hus-
band’s life, I let Alice know when he was 
put on hospice. She made one visit to see 
him. She lived an hour and a half away.

I’ve not seen her since my husband’s 
death. I have sent notes and tried to stay in 
touch. Her brothers passed away several 
years ago, and she was in contact with me 
about their assets, but that’s all. When I 
heard her mother passed away, I sent a 
sympathy card.

My husband realized Alice did not really 
want to be a part of our lives (he even said, 
“I know she doesn’t really care about me”), 
but he was such a wonderful father I felt 
that I should try keeping in touch with her 
out of respect for him. She doesn’t have 
any children. Should I keep trying to stay 
in touch or just give up? 

— A Stepmother
Dear Stepmother: It is sad that Alice 

has used you as an emotional scapegoat 
for all these years, and it’s sadder still that 
she’s denying herself the love of a family 
member when she has no other family left.

You’ve reached out and given her many 
chances to build a good relationship with 
you. Maybe one day she’ll come to her sens-
es and want to reconnect. But until then, 
allow yourself to move on. Your husband 
wouldn’t want to see you repeatedly hurt 
by his daughter’s rejections.

Dear Annie: You recently provided a 
very useful list of what a gentleman should 
wear to a wedding or event based on the 
dress code listed on the invitation. Could 
you do the same for women, please? 

— Mary Lou
Dear Mary Lou: If it’s a “white tie” 

event, dress as if you were headed to the 
Oscars — with a full-length ballgown 
and carefully styled hair. For “black tie” 
outings, go with a long evening gown 
or an elegant black cocktail dress. If it’s 
“formal,” stick with a chic cocktail dress 
or long evening gown. “Semiformal” or 
“cocktail” means a cocktail dress. For a 
“casual” wedding, go with a sundress or 
dressy blouse and skirt. When in doubt, 
ask the host.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

DEAR 
ANNIE  |
 
ANNIE 
LANE

BABYREAD |

CAREN 
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Question: How do I know if 
God will really forgive me? I’ve 
lived kind of a rough life, but 
I know I need God, and I need 
Him to forgive me. But how can 
I be sure He really will? 

— J.W.
Answer: Sin is 

a terrible reality 
— and one reason 
it’s so terrible 
is because it 
separates us 
from God. But sin 
is also terrible 
because it affects 
every one of us, 
no matter how 
good or bad we 
are. In other 
words, we are all 
guilty before God, 
and none of us de-

serves His forgiveness or salva-
tion. As the Bible says, “There 
is no one who does good, not 
even one” (Romans 3:12).

But does this mean our 
situation is hopeless? Does this 
mean God will never forgive 
us, and Heaven’s door is forever 
closed to us? No, it doesn’t — 
and the reason is because God 
has done for us what we could 
never do for ourselves. We can 
never cleanse ourselves of our 
sins, no matter how hard we 
try -- but God has provided the 
way for us to be forgiven and 
cleansed!

That way is Jesus Christ. He 
was God in human flesh, and 
He came down from Heaven 
for one reason: to provide the 
way for us to be forgiven. He 
did this by becoming the final 
and complete sacrifice for our 
sins, through His death on the 
cross for us. He was without sin 
— but on the cross all our sins 
were transferred to Him, and 
He died in our place.

Now God offers us salvation 
as a free gift — free, because 
Jesus Christ has already paid 
for it. Don’t carry your burden 
of sin any longer, but turn to 
Christ and give your sins to 
Him. Because of Christ, the 
Bible says, “we have redemp-
tion, the forgiveness of sins” 
(Colossians 1:14).

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.

Reaching out  
and touching nothing

Jesus is all the  
necessary proof that 
God will forgive you

The Wizard of Id

MY        
ANSWER  |
 
BILLY
GRAHAM

Nursery rhymes are so important to ba-
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that I am going to talk about it again in 
this month’s column. 

Listening comprehension comes before 
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average elementary school child had a vo-
cabulary of 10,000 words; today’s children 
have an average vocabulary of only 2,500 

words.” (Tony Stead, 
senior literacy consul-
tant, Mondo Publishing, 
(2010 kbyueleven.org) 
Many parents today are 
not reading to their chil-
dren anymore.  This is 
certainly true in families 
that do not have many 
books in their homes and 
in families with both 
parents working.

“A lot of the problems 
… come from children 
not memorizing rhymes, 
the bread-and-butter of 
traditional early chil-

dren’s literature …. In order for a children 
to understand what they are reading they 
have to be able to hear the language first.  
A lot of the traditional rhymes such as 
‘Jack and Jill’ and ‘Humpty Dumpty’ were 
repetitious and allowed us to memorize 
the basic structures and patterns in the 
English language, then put it together. It’s 
important that young children learn to 
memorize through verse.” (2010 kbyuelev-
en.org)

“Jack and Jill went up the hill, To fetch 
a pail of water, Jack fell down and broke 
his crown,

“And Jill came tumbling after.” This 
contains at least three words not used in 
everyday conversation: “fetch,” “crown” 
and “tumbling.” Or, “Mary, Mary, quite 
contrary, How does your garden grow? 
With silver bells, and cockle shells, and 
pretty maids, all in a row.” “Contrary” 
and “cockle” are words most children 
have not heard at home. Even a little baby 
who isn’t yet talking can hear the rhythm 
of English is exposed to all this vocab-
ulary and delights in all these rhyming 
words. Also nursery rhymes encourage 
movement, which babies and toddlers 
love.

Keep in mind the basic premise of 
BabyRead: A person’s brain grows more 
between birth and 18 months than be-
tween 18 months and 18 years and reading 
stimulates brain development. All uses 
of language — reading, singing, talking, 
singing nursery rhymes — stimulate your 
child’s brain development. But it is your 
social engagement and interaction with 
your baby/toddler that is  key to your’s 
child’s development and success. Singing 
nursery rhymes are a way to use oral lan-
guage with your child — having him/her 
listen or join in with you and for everyone 
to have a good time.

BabyRead is a group of volunteers who 
read with moms and other caregivers of 
babies from birth to 18 months who live 
in Oconee County. We meet twice each 
month at public or school libraries for one 
hour and give a free book and snack each 
time we meet. We coach moms/caregiv-
ers to enhance their reading with songs, 
nursery rhymes and finger plays, import-
ant to many skills including holding a 
child’s attention. In addition to readers, 
we are seeking volunteers with leader-
ship, management and administrative 
skills.

TO LEARN more, contact director Caren von Hippel 
at babyread@charter.net, (864) 944-7881 or go to 
babyread.org.

Dear Annie: My husband of 44 years 
passed away from Alzheimer’s disease six 
years ago. I was a widow when I met him 
and had three small children, a son and 
two daughters. He had been divorced for 
2 1/2 years and also had three children 
from a previous marriage, two sons and a 
daughter. The two boys came to live with 

us. The daughter, “Alice,” 
stayed with her mother.

Alice kept in close touch 
as long as we were sup-
porting her financially. 
We noticed she seemed to 
be jealous of my children, 
especially my daugh-
ters. We tried to include 
her in all of our family 
gatherings. But after she 
got married — with a big 
church wedding that we 
paid for — we didn’t hear 
from her very much. We 
didn’t even get so much as 
a phone call from her on 

my husband’s birthday or on Father’s Day.
A while back, my husband had a heart 

attack and was not allowed visitors in the 
hospital aside from me. Alice went into a 
rage. She told me he was her daddy and he 
had been taken away from her. I reminded 
her that I had nothing to do with their 
divorce. (Her mother asked for the divorce; 
she was having an affair.) It was very 
upsetting, to say the least.

Years later, toward the end of my hus-
band’s life, I let Alice know when he was 
put on hospice. She made one visit to see 
him. She lived an hour and a half away.

I’ve not seen her since my husband’s 
death. I have sent notes and tried to stay in 
touch. Her brothers passed away several 
years ago, and she was in contact with me 
about their assets, but that’s all. When I 
heard her mother passed away, I sent a 
sympathy card.

My husband realized Alice did not really 
want to be a part of our lives (he even said, 
“I know she doesn’t really care about me”), 
but he was such a wonderful father I felt 
that I should try keeping in touch with her 
out of respect for him. She doesn’t have 
any children. Should I keep trying to stay 
in touch or just give up? 

— A Stepmother
Dear Stepmother: It is sad that Alice 

has used you as an emotional scapegoat 
for all these years, and it’s sadder still that 
she’s denying herself the love of a family 
member when she has no other family left.

You’ve reached out and given her many 
chances to build a good relationship with 
you. Maybe one day she’ll come to her sens-
es and want to reconnect. But until then, 
allow yourself to move on. Your husband 
wouldn’t want to see you repeatedly hurt 
by his daughter’s rejections.

Dear Annie: You recently provided a 
very useful list of what a gentleman should 
wear to a wedding or event based on the 
dress code listed on the invitation. Could 
you do the same for women, please? 

— Mary Lou
Dear Mary Lou: If it’s a “white tie” 

event, dress as if you were headed to the 
Oscars — with a full-length ballgown 
and carefully styled hair. For “black tie” 
outings, go with a long evening gown 
or an elegant black cocktail dress. If it’s 
“formal,” stick with a chic cocktail dress 
or long evening gown. “Semiformal” or 
“cocktail” means a cocktail dress. For a 
“casual” wedding, go with a sundress or 
dressy blouse and skirt. When in doubt, 
ask the host.
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God will really forgive me? I’ve 
lived kind of a rough life, but 
I know I need God, and I need 
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Question: How much do 
we have to clean up our lives 
before God will accept us? I 
know I need God’s forgive-
ness, but I also know I need to 
clean up my life before I ask 
Him to forgive me. I know He 
won’t accept me the way I am. 

— S.W.F.
Answer: How 

do you know God 
won’t accept you 
just as you are? 
The answer is 
— you don’t! In 
fact, although it 
may startle you, 
God doesn’t wait 
until we clean 
up our lives 
before He lets us 
come to Him. He 
accepts us just as 
we are!

You see, God 
doesn’t act toward us the 
way we often act toward each 
other. God loves us with an 
everlasting love — and all He 
requires is that we turn to 
Him in repentance and faith, 
and put our trust in Jesus 
Christ for our salvation. Jesus 
Christ was without sin, but 
when He was put to death on 
the cross, all our sins — not 
part of them, but all of them 
— were transferred to Him, 
and He died in our place. In 
Christ, the Bible says, “we 
have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins” 
(Ephesians 1:7).

Do you remember the two 
criminals who were crucified 
with Jesus? One scorned Je-
sus and refused to believe in 
Him — but the other reached 
out in faith, and Jesus prom-
ised that his sins were forgiv-
en and he would be with Him 
in Heaven. (You can read of 
them in Luke 23:39-43.)

That second criminal 
couldn’t clean up his life; all 
he could do was confess his 
need for God’s forgiveness and 
put his trust in Jesus. And 
the same is true for you. Turn 
today to Christ for the forgive-
ness you need, and thank Him 
for His great mercy.

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.
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First we lost the elm trees, then the 
chestnut trees, next the hemlocks, and 
now the days of the ash tree appear to be 
numbered. 

What we have feared and suspected for 
some time has finally been confirmed 
— the emerald ash borer (EAB) beetles 
were found Aug. 3 during a scheduled 

routine check of EAB 
traps in the Upstate and 
confirmed by the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture. 
This is the first con-
firmed detection of the 
beetle in South Carolina.

The EAB is a small, 
beautifully iridescent, 
green, non-native beetle 
from Asia that most like-
ly arrived in solid wood 
packing material. It was 
first discovered near 
Detroit in 2002. Since 
then it has spread to 31 
states and has killed 

millions of ash trees. All of our native 
ash tree species are vulnerable. One 
thing that makes the EAB such a serious 
threat is that it attacks both healthy and 
unhealthy ash trees.

Two days ago my colleague Eric Hit-
zler, a state plant inspector investigator, 
called me and asked me to help con-
duct an EAB delimiting survey. Eric’s 
mission was to carry out the survey in 
order to determine the boundaries of the 
infestation, rather than to define an area 
that is free from the pest. I was thrilled 
to help out. With the help of another 
agent, Kerrie, we set up a 1/2 mile wide 
radius zone from the “ground zero” trap 
site where the beetle was found and went 
in search of the insect and/or signs of 
it. Although we did not find the beetle 
itself, we did find signs of the invasive 
insect. Our group was one of two teams 
at two different locations conducting the 
surveys that day. 

The beetle attacks the tree by laying 
eggs on the bark. When the eggs hatch, 
the larvae bore into the bark and feed 
on cambium layers, which serve to 
transport water and nutrients. The 
destroyed transportation layers obstruct 
the flow of water and nutrients, eventu-
ally girdling the tree and killing it. On 
average, within two years of observing 
symptoms, most of the crown of the tree 
will be dead and the tree will die within 
five years.

EAB spreads as adult beetles emerge 
through a unique D-shaped exit tunnel 
in the bark area and then fly to new host 
trees. Primarily, the EAB spreads more 
widely and quickly with the help of hu-
mans when it is transported from an in-
fested area to a non-infested area in ash 
wood products such as nursery stock, 
firewood, mulch and harvested logs. 

Now that EAB has shown up in South 
Carolina, state and federal quarantines 
will most likely be placed statewide by 
the Clemson University Department 
of Plant Industry (DPI) and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. Restrictions 
will be placed on the movement of ash 
trees and harvested ash wood products.

There is still hope for some highly 
valued ornamental ash trees, as insecti-
cide treatments can be very successful 
in protecting the trees. 

FOR MORE information or if you suspect you have 
found emerald ash borer or an infested ash tree, 
please contact DPI at invasives@clemson.edu or Clem-
son Extension at (864) 638-5889. For comprehensive 
information about EAB, go to emeraldashborer.info/.

 What is “serve and return” and 
why is it important to building babies’ 
brains? 

The back and forth interactions be-
tween babies and adults is called “serve 
and return.” But what is this all about? 
Today I will discuss the first three of 
five steps for “serve and return” and 

what it means for you 
as a parent or other 
caregiver. 

The following steps 
are from the Center on 
the Developing Child 
at Harvard University.

“Step 1: Notice the 
serve and share of 
the child’s focus of 
attention. Is the child 
looking or pointing at 
something? Making 
a sound or facial ex-
pression? Moving her 
arms or legs? That’s 
a serve.  The key is 

to pay attention to what the child is fo-
cused on. You can’t spend all your time 
doing this, so look for small opportu-
nities throughout the day — like while 
you’re getting him dressed or waiting 
in line in the store. 

“Why? By noticing serves, you’ll 
learn a lot about a child’s abilities, inter-
ests and needs. You’ll encourage her to 
explore and you’ll strengthen the bond 
between you.

“Step 2: Return the serve by support-
ing and encouraging. You can offer 
comfort with a hug and gentle words, 
help him, play with him, or acknowl-
edge him. You can make a sound or 
facial expression — like saying ‘I see!’ 
or smiling and nodding to let her know 
you’re noticing the same thing. Or pick 
up the object she is pointing to and give 
it to her.

“Why? Supporting and encouraging 
rewards a child’s interests and curiosi-
ty. Never getting a return can actually 
be stressful for a child. By returning 
the serve, the child knows his thoughts 
and feelings are being heard and under-
stood.

“Step 3: Give it a name. When you 
return a child’s serve by naming what 
she is seeing, doing or feeling, you make 
important language connections in 
her brain, even before she can talk or 
understand your words. You can name 
anything — a person, a thing, an action, 
a feeling or a combination. If a child 
points to her feet, you can also point to 
them and say, ‘Yes, those are your feet.’

“Why? When you name what a child 
is focused on, you help him understand 
the world around him and know what 
to expect. Naming also gives him words 
to use himself and lets him know you 
care.” 

BabyRead is a group of volunteers 
who read with moms/caregivers of 
babies from birth to 18 months living 
in Oconee County. They meet twice 
each month at public or school librar-
ies for one hour and give a free book 
and snack each time they meet. They 
coach moms/caregivers to enhance 
their reading with songs, nursery 
rhymes and finger plays, important to 
many skills including holding a child’s 
attention. In addition to readers, they 
are seeking volunteers with leadership, 
management and administrative skills.

TO LEARN more, contact director Caren von 
Hippel at babyread@charter.net or (864) 944-7881 
or go to babyread.org.
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ness, but I also know I need to 
clean up my life before I ask 
Him to forgive me. I know He 
won’t accept me the way I am. 
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do you know God 
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just as you are? 
The answer is 
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God doesn’t wait 
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before He lets us 
come to Him. He 
accepts us just as 
we are!

You see, God 
doesn’t act toward us the 
way we often act toward each 
other. God loves us with an 
everlasting love — and all He 
requires is that we turn to 
Him in repentance and faith, 
and put our trust in Jesus 
Christ for our salvation. Jesus 
Christ was without sin, but 
when He was put to death on 
the cross, all our sins — not 
part of them, but all of them 
— were transferred to Him, 
and He died in our place. In 
Christ, the Bible says, “we 
have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins” 
(Ephesians 1:7).

Do you remember the two 
criminals who were crucified 
with Jesus? One scorned Je-
sus and refused to believe in 
Him — but the other reached 
out in faith, and Jesus prom-
ised that his sins were forgiv-
en and he would be with Him 
in Heaven. (You can read of 
them in Luke 23:39-43.)

That second criminal 
couldn’t clean up his life; all 
he could do was confess his 
need for God’s forgiveness and 
put his trust in Jesus. And 
the same is true for you. Turn 
today to Christ for the forgive-
ness you need, and thank Him 
for His great mercy.
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Question: The other day I 
decided to make a list of my 
main faults so I could begin to 
do something about them. But 
I got discouraged, because I 
don’t see how I can ever over-

come them. How 
can I become a 
better person? 

— W.Q.
Answer: You 

are, I suspect, 
discovering one 
of life’s hardest 
lessons: Even 
when we know 
how we ought 
to live, we still 
lack the inner 
strength to do it. 
Even the Apostle 
Paul admitted, “I 
do not do the good 

I want to do, but the evil I do 
not want to do — this I keep on 
doing” (Romans 7:19).

Why is this? The reason is 
because within each one of us 
is a spiritual disease that we 
cannot get rid of on our own. 
This “disease” is what the 
Bible calls sin — and it’s like a 
deadly cancer that weakens us 
and keeps us from living the 
way we should. But it’s also a 
disease we cannot cure on our 
own. We may be able to change 
in some ways ... we may over-
come a few bad habits — but sin 
holds us back, and it frustrates 
our every effort.

Is there any solution? Yes 
— and that solution is Jesus 
Christ. He came into the world 
to free us from both the penalty 
and the power of sin. Sin’s 
penalty is death and eternal 
separation from God; sin’s pow-
er keeps us from living the way 
we should. But by His death 
and resurrection, Jesus Christ 
overcame both the penalty and 
power of sin for us.

As you have discovered, we 
cannot overcome sin’s pow-
er on our own. This is why I 
invite you to turn to Christ 
and open your heart and life to 
His life-changing power. The 
Bible says, “Be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind” 
(Romans 12:2).

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.
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Did you know that building a 
child’s developing brain can be 
helped by a game of peek-a-boo?

This month I am going to continue 
discussing “serve and return,” what 
it means, and how it builds babies’ 
brains. Serve and return is the back 
and forth interaction between adults 
and babies — like if your baby points 
to his foot and you say “I see your 
cute toes.”

To summarize 
Steps 1 to 3 from last 
month’s column:

Step 1: “Notice 
the serve and share 
the child’s focus of 
attention. Is your 
child looking or 
pointing at some-
thing? Making 
a sound or facial 
expressing? Moving 
his arms or legs? 
That is a serve. 
Notice this during 
your day, for exam-
ple, while you’re 

dressing your baby or are in the 
supermarket.

Step 2: “Return the serve by sup-
porting and encouraging with a hug, 
gentle words, a smile, or “I see.” Let 
you child know you notice what he 
did.

Step 3: “Give it a name. When you 
return a child’s serve by naming 
what the child is seeing, doing or feel-
ing, you build important connections 
in your child’s brain, even before 
your child can talk or understand 
words.” If your child points to his 
new shoes, say “Yes, new pink shoes.”

Step 4: “Take turns … and wait. 
Keep the interaction going back and 
forth. Every time you return a serve, 
give the child a chance to response. 
Taking turns can be quick — from 
the child to you and back again — 
and go on for many turns. Waiting is 
crucial. Children need time to form 
their responses. Why? Taking turns 
helps children learn self-control and 
how to get along with others. By wait-
ing, you give the child time to devel-
op his ideas and build his confidence 
and independence. Waiting also helps 
you understand his needs.

Step 5: Practice endings and 
beginnings. Children signal when 
they’re done or ready to move on to 
a new activity. They might let go of a 
toy, pick up a new one, or turn to look 
at something else, or they may walk 
away or start to fuss.

Why? When you can find moments 
for a child to take the lead, you 
support her in exploring her world, 
and make more serve and return 
interactions possible.” (All quotes are 
from Harvard University’s Center for 
Developing Child.)

BabyRead is a group of volunteers 
who read with moms/other caregiv-
ers of babies from birth to 18 months 
living in Oconee County. We meet 
twice each month at public or school 
libraries for one hour and give a 
free book and snack each time we 
meet. We coach moms/caregivers to 
enhance their reading with songs, 
nursery rhymes and finger plays, 
important to many skills includ-
ing holding a child’s attention. In 
addition to readers, we are seeking 
volunteers with leadership, manage-
ment and administrative skills.

TO LEARN more, please contact our director, 
Caren von Hippel, at babyread@charter.net or 
(864) 944-7881 or go to babyread.org.

Dear Annie: I’m a woman in my 90s. My 
husband and I were married in 1949 when I 
was 21. He died in 2001. We have one son.

When it came time to pay for my husband’s 
funeral, there wasn’t any spare money at all. 
He’d had three $50,000 accident policies from 
his work, but I found out that all three policies 
had been cashed.

I didn’t know, in our 52 years 
of marriage, that he gambled. 
Once the unpaid bills came in, 
my son helped as much as he 
could with the expenses, but it 
still wasn’t enough.

Our home was paid in full 
in 1984, and now it is re-
verse-mortgaged to my bank. 
I’ve been on a seesaw with 
maintenance, and I got a huge 
loan out for repairs that I’m 
paying back monthly. I’m only 
OK financially each year after 
the end of June, when income, 
property and school taxes are 
all paid.

I attend church every Sunday and am a 
volunteer there. But when I am asked to go to 
a function — a movie, an event — I rarely have 
the money and often have to say I can’t go.

I only have one credit card and that loan at 
the bank. I am frustrated and don’t want to be 
bitter anymore. Could you tell me how to get 
over this? 

— Stretched Thin
Dear Stretched Thin: I’m so sorry. You 

have been too stressed for too long. The 
National Foundation for Credit Counseling 
(800-388-2227) can refer you to free or low-cost 
financial advice, if you’d like to see what you 
can do to relieve some of that pressure. But 
I get the impression your question is more 
about how to cope emotionally and socially, 
not financially.

Be open with friends about what you’re 
going through. You might find more people 
can relate than you’d expect. Commiserating 
is liberating.

You don’t need to spend money to get the 
priceless benefits of enjoying others’ company. 
Try participating in more community events, 
such as neighborhood picnics and church so-
cials. Check to see whether your local library 
offers any free courses. Find volunteer oppor-
tunities. The more you throw yourself into 
bigger causes the smaller your own problems 
will seem.

Dear Annie: I would like to say this mes-
sage to “Riley,” the 15-year-old boy whose 
family has rejected him because he is gay.

Riley, I was greatly moved by your letter. 
Please know that I care about you because you 
seem to me, from your letter, to be the type of 
person who has a lot to give to the world.

Everyone has to come to terms with self-ac-
ceptance. Sometimes our friends are more 
supportive than our families. I hope that you 
will surround yourself with positive people 
who are willing to listen to you and give you a 
hug. Please consider talking to a school coun-
selor or compassionate parent of a friend’s. 
A friend of mine suggested reading the book 
“The Letter Q: Queer Writers’ Notes to Their 
Younger Selves.”

Know there will always be many people who 
care about you and the choices you make. 

— Love and Hugs From Your Surrogate 
Mom

Dear Surrogate Mom: Riley’s letter has 
provoked an outpouring of love. Hundreds of 
readers have written in to express their sup-
port for the young man. To any young person 
facing rejection because of your sexuality: 
There are people rooting for you with all their 
hearts.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

DEAR 
ANNIE  |
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CAREN 
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Question: The other day I 
decided to make a list of my 
main faults so I could begin to 
do something about them. But 
I got discouraged, because I 
don’t see how I can ever over-

come them. How 
can I become a 
better person? 

— W.Q.
Answer: You 

are, I suspect, 
discovering one 
of life’s hardest 
lessons: Even 
when we know 
how we ought 
to live, we still 
lack the inner 
strength to do it. 
Even the Apostle 
Paul admitted, “I 
do not do the good 

I want to do, but the evil I do 
not want to do — this I keep on 
doing” (Romans 7:19).

Why is this? The reason is 
because within each one of us 
is a spiritual disease that we 
cannot get rid of on our own. 
This “disease” is what the 
Bible calls sin — and it’s like a 
deadly cancer that weakens us 
and keeps us from living the 
way we should. But it’s also a 
disease we cannot cure on our 
own. We may be able to change 
in some ways ... we may over-
come a few bad habits — but sin 
holds us back, and it frustrates 
our every effort.

Is there any solution? Yes 
— and that solution is Jesus 
Christ. He came into the world 
to free us from both the penalty 
and the power of sin. Sin’s 
penalty is death and eternal 
separation from God; sin’s pow-
er keeps us from living the way 
we should. But by His death 
and resurrection, Jesus Christ 
overcame both the penalty and 
power of sin for us.

As you have discovered, we 
cannot overcome sin’s pow-
er on our own. This is why I 
invite you to turn to Christ 
and open your heart and life to 
His life-changing power. The 
Bible says, “Be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind” 
(Romans 12:2).

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.
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what the child is seeing, doing or feel-
ing, you build important connections 
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your child can talk or understand 
words.” If your child points to his 
new shoes, say “Yes, new pink shoes.”

Step 4: “Take turns … and wait. 
Keep the interaction going back and 
forth. Every time you return a serve, 
give the child a chance to response. 
Taking turns can be quick — from 
the child to you and back again — 
and go on for many turns. Waiting is 
crucial. Children need time to form 
their responses. Why? Taking turns 
helps children learn self-control and 
how to get along with others. By wait-
ing, you give the child time to devel-
op his ideas and build his confidence 
and independence. Waiting also helps 
you understand his needs.

Step 5: Practice endings and 
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they’re done or ready to move on to 
a new activity. They might let go of a 
toy, pick up a new one, or turn to look 
at something else, or they may walk 
away or start to fuss.

Why? When you can find moments 
for a child to take the lead, you 
support her in exploring her world, 
and make more serve and return 
interactions possible.” (All quotes are 
from Harvard University’s Center for 
Developing Child.)

BabyRead is a group of volunteers 
who read with moms/other caregiv-
ers of babies from birth to 18 months 
living in Oconee County. We meet 
twice each month at public or school 
libraries for one hour and give a 
free book and snack each time we 
meet. We coach moms/caregivers to 
enhance their reading with songs, 
nursery rhymes and finger plays, 
important to many skills includ-
ing holding a child’s attention. In 
addition to readers, we are seeking 
volunteers with leadership, manage-
ment and administrative skills.

TO LEARN more, please contact our director, 
Caren von Hippel, at babyread@charter.net or 
(864) 944-7881 or go to babyread.org.
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He’d had three $50,000 accident policies from 
his work, but I found out that all three policies 
had been cashed.
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of marriage, that he gambled. 
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my son helped as much as he 
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can relate than you’d expect. Commiserating 
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Try participating in more community events, 
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offers any free courses. Find volunteer oppor-
tunities. The more you throw yourself into 
bigger causes the smaller your own problems 
will seem.

Dear Annie: I would like to say this mes-
sage to “Riley,” the 15-year-old boy whose 
family has rejected him because he is gay.

Riley, I was greatly moved by your letter. 
Please know that I care about you because you 
seem to me, from your letter, to be the type of 
person who has a lot to give to the world.
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ceptance. Sometimes our friends are more 
supportive than our families. I hope that you 
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who are willing to listen to you and give you a 
hug. Please consider talking to a school coun-
selor or compassionate parent of a friend’s. 
A friend of mine suggested reading the book 
“The Letter Q: Queer Writers’ Notes to Their 
Younger Selves.”

Know there will always be many people who 
care about you and the choices you make. 

— Love and Hugs From Your Surrogate 
Mom

Dear Surrogate Mom: Riley’s letter has 
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when we know 
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Paul admitted, “I 
do not do the good 

I want to do, but the evil I do 
not want to do — this I keep on 
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and keeps us from living the 
way we should. But it’s also a 
disease we cannot cure on our 
own. We may be able to change 
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holds us back, and it frustrates 
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Is there any solution? Yes 
— and that solution is Jesus 
Christ. He came into the world 
to free us from both the penalty 
and the power of sin. Sin’s 
penalty is death and eternal 
separation from God; sin’s pow-
er keeps us from living the way 
we should. But by His death 
and resurrection, Jesus Christ 
overcame both the penalty and 
power of sin for us.

As you have discovered, we 
cannot overcome sin’s pow-
er on our own. This is why I 
invite you to turn to Christ 
and open your heart and life to 
His life-changing power. The 
Bible says, “Be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind” 
(Romans 12:2).

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.
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ing, you give the child time to devel-
op his ideas and build his confidence 
and independence. Waiting also helps 
you understand his needs.

Step 5: Practice endings and 
beginnings. Children signal when 
they’re done or ready to move on to 
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at something else, or they may walk 
away or start to fuss.

Why? When you can find moments 
for a child to take the lead, you 
support her in exploring her world, 
and make more serve and return 
interactions possible.” (All quotes are 
from Harvard University’s Center for 
Developing Child.)
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free book and snack each time we 
meet. We coach moms/caregivers to 
enhance their reading with songs, 
nursery rhymes and finger plays, 
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ing holding a child’s attention. In 
addition to readers, we are seeking 
volunteers with leadership, manage-
ment and administrative skills.

TO LEARN more, please contact our director, 
Caren von Hippel, at babyread@charter.net or 
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husband and I were married in 1949 when I 
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who are willing to listen to you and give you a 
hug. Please consider talking to a school coun-
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A friend of mine suggested reading the book 
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care about you and the choices you make. 

— Love and Hugs From Your Surrogate 
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Question: My cousin is very 
religious and keeps telling us 
how we need to change, but to 
be honest most of our family 
avoids her because we don’t 
like her self-righteous, “holi-
er-than-thou” attitude. She’s 
always lecturing us because we 
don’t do things exactly the way 

she thinks we 
should, and we 
get tired of it. Are 
we wrong? 

— Mrs. J.D.W.
Answer: From 

what you say, 
it sounds like 
your cousin has 
a problem that 
she doesn’t even 
realize she has: 
a problem with 
pride. I couldn’t 
help but think 
of Jesus’ words 

in the Sermon on the Mount: 
“Why do you look at the speck 
of sawdust in your brother’s 
eye and pay no attention to the 
plank in your own eye?” (Mat-
thew 7:3).

Your attitude isn’t surpris-
ing; I doubt if I’ve ever met 
anyone who likes a hypocrite. 
A hypocrite claims to be close 
to God, but in reality, is far 
from Him — and shows it by 
the way they live. The tragedy 
is that hypocrites often don’t 
realize just how far they’ve 
drifted from what they ought to 
be, and they become proud and 
self-righteous. Some of Jesus’ 
strongest words were directed 
at those who claimed to love 
God but denied it by their lives.

Instead of avoiding your 
aunt, however, I hope you 
will try to help her. Only God 
knows her heart, of course — 
but down inside she may have a 
sincere faith and a genuine de-
sire to do what’s right. Pray for 
her, and ask God to give you an 
opportunity to confront her — 
lovingly but directly — and let 
her know how others see her.

Most of all, don’t let her atti-
tude keep you from Christ. God 
loves you, and life’s greatest 
joy comes from knowing Christ 
and living in His presence 
every day.

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.
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What is literacy? Simply, it is our abili-
ty to read and write and learn.

Many people believe that children 
learn to read and write in kindergarten 
or first grade. However, the foundation 
for literacy skills is laid starting at birth.

There are many things a parent or 
caregiver can do to help a child’s brain 
and language development skills develop. 
We have talked about many of these in 
past columns: reading to a child, singing 

nursery rhymes and 
songs, the engagement 
of “serve and return.”

“No one expects an 
infant to read, but sim-
ply having a book in her 
hands can start the pro-
cess of getting familiar 
with books and reading 
materials.” * 

An important and 
normal part of develop-
ing early literacy skills 
for babies and toddlers 
is repetition. They want 
to hear the same story 

again and again. 
“But this activity is actually ‘hard-wir-

ing’ their brains and providing consis-
tent stimulation for language develop-
ment, the cornerstone of literacy.”  

To actually change the “hard-wiring” 
in a child’s brain is a big deal. The parent 
or caregiver’s reading — using language 
and engaging with the young child — is 
able to do this because the neural con-
nections in the brain are still growing in 
the very young baby.

“Literacy begins in the lap of a loving 
parent or caregiver who takes the time 
to personally interact with their infant. 
‘Some parents may have reading prob-
lems themselves, so that reading out loud 
to their children may be intimidating 
… In those cases — even if a parent just 
looks at a book and comments on the 
pictures with their child, ask the child 
questions about what’s going on in the 
pictures — that’s still ‘reading.’”

The motivation for children to read is 
the fun of listening to the story. This is 
heightened by the bond created between 
the parent or caregiver. Reading togeth-
er usually creates a warm, nurturing 
and loving relationship between the 
child and the reader. It is wonderful if a 
parent or caregiver can create routines 
around reading such as having a bath, 
then reading a bedtime story like “The 
Hungry Caterpillar” each night (until 
the child wants another story), and then 
the child goes to sleep. This bedtime 
story routine gives your child something  
to look forward to, is consistent, predict-
able and helps builds self-confidence in 
your child, as well as develops his love of 
reading. Soon you will be reading sever-
al bedtime stories each night.

For babies and toddlers, part of the 
power of reading is that it should be a 
bonding experience between parent or 
caregiver and child. Sure, strollers are 
very useful. But pick up and hug your 
child often as you read to him during 
the day or at bedtime. Reading is also a 
playful time. Many stories are fun and 
playful. Joke around with your child and 
with words. You can ask your child lots 
of questions about the story and listen to 
her answer. Reading is a hug. 

(* Quotes from The BabyCenter.org)

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with children and 
their moms starting at birth. We hope to make a 
difference in the lives of the next generation of Oconee 
County residents. If you would like to help us, please 
contact our director, Caren von Hippel at babyread@
charter.net or (864) 944-7881. You can learn more by 
going to babyread.org.

Dear Annie: I recently attended 
a couple of weddings that left me 
baffled.

The custom of most weddings in 
the Midwest is for the wedding couple 
and their wedding party to hire a 
limo, party bus or some other method 
of transportation to take the whole 

group around to vari-
ous bars after the wed-
ding ceremony and 
before the reception, 
usually held at an-
other establishment. 
The guests are free 
to go to the reception 
site, and usually some 
type of refreshment is 
offered.

At one particular 
wedding, the couple 
did not even greet 
their guests at the 
back of the church 
after the ceremony. 

They secluded themselves in another 
room and left their parents to greet 
and thank the guests for coming, and 
then they made their exit from the 
church with the usual fanfare and 
entered the party bus. It was more 
than two hours before they made an 
entrance at the reception. Meanwhile, 
the guests were left waiting for the 
couple to arrive before they were of-
fered the reception meal. Some guests 
were elderly or had traveled a long 
distance and wanted to go home after 
the reception, so after two hours, they 
left without waiting for the couple.

Since another recent wedding, the 
bride has been selling unwanted 
wedding/shower gifts on the Face-
book Marketplace forum. Are we 
wrong to feel that our gifts were not 
appreciated? Perhaps this is easier 
than returning unwanted items to the 
store, or maybe the couple only really 
wanted money, but with far-reaching 
social media, I am sure some guests 
are seeing their gifts being sold with-
in a month of the wedding and before 
the thank-you cards are even sent.

I realize that the happy couple 
would like to celebrate with their 
friends, but shouldn’t consideration 
for their guests come first? At least 
make an appearance early at the 
reception so that the guests can enjoy 
that time, as well. And for goodness’ 
sake, have the grace to appreciate the 
time and effort guests have put into 
their gifts. 

— Wedding Blues
Dear Wedding Blues: Selling wed-

ding gifts on social media is tacky, 
plain and simple. I’d never heard of 
that before, and I hope to never hear 
of it again. Newlyweds, if you don’t 
want a gift, just return it.

As for the hourslong wait for the 
couple to make their entrance at the 
reception, I’ve noticed this trend. I 
believe it’s because photographers 
can take more photos now than ever, 
and photo shoots are elaborate, with 
multiple locations and every possi-
ble combination of wedding party 
members. I encourage anyone plan-
ning a wedding to take guests’ needs 
into account. If there is going to be 
significant lag between the ceremony 
and the reception, make sure guests 
have somewhere to socialize and 
something to eat.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

DEAR 
ANNIE  |
 
ANNIE 
LANE

BABYREAD |

CAREN 
VON HIPPEL
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Question: My cousin is very 
religious and keeps telling us 
how we need to change, but to 
be honest most of our family 
avoids her because we don’t 
like her self-righteous, “holi-
er-than-thou” attitude. She’s 
always lecturing us because we 
don’t do things exactly the way 

she thinks we 
should, and we 
get tired of it. Are 
we wrong? 

— Mrs. J.D.W.
Answer: From 

what you say, 
it sounds like 
your cousin has 
a problem that 
she doesn’t even 
realize she has: 
a problem with 
pride. I couldn’t 
help but think 
of Jesus’ words 

in the Sermon on the Mount: 
“Why do you look at the speck 
of sawdust in your brother’s 
eye and pay no attention to the 
plank in your own eye?” (Mat-
thew 7:3).

Your attitude isn’t surpris-
ing; I doubt if I’ve ever met 
anyone who likes a hypocrite. 
A hypocrite claims to be close 
to God, but in reality, is far 
from Him — and shows it by 
the way they live. The tragedy 
is that hypocrites often don’t 
realize just how far they’ve 
drifted from what they ought to 
be, and they become proud and 
self-righteous. Some of Jesus’ 
strongest words were directed 
at those who claimed to love 
God but denied it by their lives.

Instead of avoiding your 
aunt, however, I hope you 
will try to help her. Only God 
knows her heart, of course — 
but down inside she may have a 
sincere faith and a genuine de-
sire to do what’s right. Pray for 
her, and ask God to give you an 
opportunity to confront her — 
lovingly but directly — and let 
her know how others see her.

Most of all, don’t let her atti-
tude keep you from Christ. God 
loves you, and life’s greatest 
joy comes from knowing Christ 
and living in His presence 
every day.

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.

Wedding guests 
left hanging

Hypocrites are hard 
to get along with ...

The Wizard of Id
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BILLY
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What is literacy? Simply, it is our abili-
ty to read and write and learn.

Many people believe that children 
learn to read and write in kindergarten 
or first grade. However, the foundation 
for literacy skills is laid starting at birth.

There are many things a parent or 
caregiver can do to help a child’s brain 
and language development skills develop. 
We have talked about many of these in 
past columns: reading to a child, singing 

nursery rhymes and 
songs, the engagement 
of “serve and return.”

“No one expects an 
infant to read, but sim-
ply having a book in her 
hands can start the pro-
cess of getting familiar 
with books and reading 
materials.” * 

An important and 
normal part of develop-
ing early literacy skills 
for babies and toddlers 
is repetition. They want 
to hear the same story 

again and again. 
“But this activity is actually ‘hard-wir-

ing’ their brains and providing consis-
tent stimulation for language develop-
ment, the cornerstone of literacy.”  

To actually change the “hard-wiring” 
in a child’s brain is a big deal. The parent 
or caregiver’s reading — using language 
and engaging with the young child — is 
able to do this because the neural con-
nections in the brain are still growing in 
the very young baby.

“Literacy begins in the lap of a loving 
parent or caregiver who takes the time 
to personally interact with their infant. 
‘Some parents may have reading prob-
lems themselves, so that reading out loud 
to their children may be intimidating 
… In those cases — even if a parent just 
looks at a book and comments on the 
pictures with their child, ask the child 
questions about what’s going on in the 
pictures — that’s still ‘reading.’”

The motivation for children to read is 
the fun of listening to the story. This is 
heightened by the bond created between 
the parent or caregiver. Reading togeth-
er usually creates a warm, nurturing 
and loving relationship between the 
child and the reader. It is wonderful if a 
parent or caregiver can create routines 
around reading such as having a bath, 
then reading a bedtime story like “The 
Hungry Caterpillar” each night (until 
the child wants another story), and then 
the child goes to sleep. This bedtime 
story routine gives your child something  
to look forward to, is consistent, predict-
able and helps builds self-confidence in 
your child, as well as develops his love of 
reading. Soon you will be reading sever-
al bedtime stories each night.

For babies and toddlers, part of the 
power of reading is that it should be a 
bonding experience between parent or 
caregiver and child. Sure, strollers are 
very useful. But pick up and hug your 
child often as you read to him during 
the day or at bedtime. Reading is also a 
playful time. Many stories are fun and 
playful. Joke around with your child and 
with words. You can ask your child lots 
of questions about the story and listen to 
her answer. Reading is a hug. 

(* Quotes from The BabyCenter.org)

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with children and 
their moms starting at birth. We hope to make a 
difference in the lives of the next generation of Oconee 
County residents. If you would like to help us, please 
contact our director, Caren von Hippel at babyread@
charter.net or (864) 944-7881. You can learn more by 
going to babyread.org.

Dear Annie: I recently attended 
a couple of weddings that left me 
baffled.

The custom of most weddings in 
the Midwest is for the wedding couple 
and their wedding party to hire a 
limo, party bus or some other method 
of transportation to take the whole 

group around to vari-
ous bars after the wed-
ding ceremony and 
before the reception, 
usually held at an-
other establishment. 
The guests are free 
to go to the reception 
site, and usually some 
type of refreshment is 
offered.

At one particular 
wedding, the couple 
did not even greet 
their guests at the 
back of the church 
after the ceremony. 

They secluded themselves in another 
room and left their parents to greet 
and thank the guests for coming, and 
then they made their exit from the 
church with the usual fanfare and 
entered the party bus. It was more 
than two hours before they made an 
entrance at the reception. Meanwhile, 
the guests were left waiting for the 
couple to arrive before they were of-
fered the reception meal. Some guests 
were elderly or had traveled a long 
distance and wanted to go home after 
the reception, so after two hours, they 
left without waiting for the couple.

Since another recent wedding, the 
bride has been selling unwanted 
wedding/shower gifts on the Face-
book Marketplace forum. Are we 
wrong to feel that our gifts were not 
appreciated? Perhaps this is easier 
than returning unwanted items to the 
store, or maybe the couple only really 
wanted money, but with far-reaching 
social media, I am sure some guests 
are seeing their gifts being sold with-
in a month of the wedding and before 
the thank-you cards are even sent.

I realize that the happy couple 
would like to celebrate with their 
friends, but shouldn’t consideration 
for their guests come first? At least 
make an appearance early at the 
reception so that the guests can enjoy 
that time, as well. And for goodness’ 
sake, have the grace to appreciate the 
time and effort guests have put into 
their gifts. 

— Wedding Blues
Dear Wedding Blues: Selling wed-

ding gifts on social media is tacky, 
plain and simple. I’d never heard of 
that before, and I hope to never hear 
of it again. Newlyweds, if you don’t 
want a gift, just return it.

As for the hourslong wait for the 
couple to make their entrance at the 
reception, I’ve noticed this trend. I 
believe it’s because photographers 
can take more photos now than ever, 
and photo shoots are elaborate, with 
multiple locations and every possi-
ble combination of wedding party 
members. I encourage anyone plan-
ning a wedding to take guests’ needs 
into account. If there is going to be 
significant lag between the ceremony 
and the reception, make sure guests 
have somewhere to socialize and 
something to eat.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

DEAR 
ANNIE  |
 
ANNIE 
LANE

BABYREAD |

CAREN 
VON HIPPEL
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Question: My cousin is very 
religious and keeps telling us 
how we need to change, but to 
be honest most of our family 
avoids her because we don’t 
like her self-righteous, “holi-
er-than-thou” attitude. She’s 
always lecturing us because we 
don’t do things exactly the way 

she thinks we 
should, and we 
get tired of it. Are 
we wrong? 

— Mrs. J.D.W.
Answer: From 

what you say, 
it sounds like 
your cousin has 
a problem that 
she doesn’t even 
realize she has: 
a problem with 
pride. I couldn’t 
help but think 
of Jesus’ words 

in the Sermon on the Mount: 
“Why do you look at the speck 
of sawdust in your brother’s 
eye and pay no attention to the 
plank in your own eye?” (Mat-
thew 7:3).

Your attitude isn’t surpris-
ing; I doubt if I’ve ever met 
anyone who likes a hypocrite. 
A hypocrite claims to be close 
to God, but in reality, is far 
from Him — and shows it by 
the way they live. The tragedy 
is that hypocrites often don’t 
realize just how far they’ve 
drifted from what they ought to 
be, and they become proud and 
self-righteous. Some of Jesus’ 
strongest words were directed 
at those who claimed to love 
God but denied it by their lives.

Instead of avoiding your 
aunt, however, I hope you 
will try to help her. Only God 
knows her heart, of course — 
but down inside she may have a 
sincere faith and a genuine de-
sire to do what’s right. Pray for 
her, and ask God to give you an 
opportunity to confront her — 
lovingly but directly — and let 
her know how others see her.

Most of all, don’t let her atti-
tude keep you from Christ. God 
loves you, and life’s greatest 
joy comes from knowing Christ 
and living in His presence 
every day.

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.

Wedding guests 
left hanging

Hypocrites are hard 
to get along with ...

The Wizard of Id
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What is literacy? Simply, it is our abili-
ty to read and write and learn.

Many people believe that children 
learn to read and write in kindergarten 
or first grade. However, the foundation 
for literacy skills is laid starting at birth.

There are many things a parent or 
caregiver can do to help a child’s brain 
and language development skills develop. 
We have talked about many of these in 
past columns: reading to a child, singing 

nursery rhymes and 
songs, the engagement 
of “serve and return.”

“No one expects an 
infant to read, but sim-
ply having a book in her 
hands can start the pro-
cess of getting familiar 
with books and reading 
materials.” * 

An important and 
normal part of develop-
ing early literacy skills 
for babies and toddlers 
is repetition. They want 
to hear the same story 

again and again. 
“But this activity is actually ‘hard-wir-

ing’ their brains and providing consis-
tent stimulation for language develop-
ment, the cornerstone of literacy.”  

To actually change the “hard-wiring” 
in a child’s brain is a big deal. The parent 
or caregiver’s reading — using language 
and engaging with the young child — is 
able to do this because the neural con-
nections in the brain are still growing in 
the very young baby.

“Literacy begins in the lap of a loving 
parent or caregiver who takes the time 
to personally interact with their infant. 
‘Some parents may have reading prob-
lems themselves, so that reading out loud 
to their children may be intimidating 
… In those cases — even if a parent just 
looks at a book and comments on the 
pictures with their child, ask the child 
questions about what’s going on in the 
pictures — that’s still ‘reading.’”

The motivation for children to read is 
the fun of listening to the story. This is 
heightened by the bond created between 
the parent or caregiver. Reading togeth-
er usually creates a warm, nurturing 
and loving relationship between the 
child and the reader. It is wonderful if a 
parent or caregiver can create routines 
around reading such as having a bath, 
then reading a bedtime story like “The 
Hungry Caterpillar” each night (until 
the child wants another story), and then 
the child goes to sleep. This bedtime 
story routine gives your child something  
to look forward to, is consistent, predict-
able and helps builds self-confidence in 
your child, as well as develops his love of 
reading. Soon you will be reading sever-
al bedtime stories each night.

For babies and toddlers, part of the 
power of reading is that it should be a 
bonding experience between parent or 
caregiver and child. Sure, strollers are 
very useful. But pick up and hug your 
child often as you read to him during 
the day or at bedtime. Reading is also a 
playful time. Many stories are fun and 
playful. Joke around with your child and 
with words. You can ask your child lots 
of questions about the story and listen to 
her answer. Reading is a hug. 

(* Quotes from The BabyCenter.org)

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with children and 
their moms starting at birth. We hope to make a 
difference in the lives of the next generation of Oconee 
County residents. If you would like to help us, please 
contact our director, Caren von Hippel at babyread@
charter.net or (864) 944-7881. You can learn more by 
going to babyread.org.

Dear Annie: I recently attended 
a couple of weddings that left me 
baffled.

The custom of most weddings in 
the Midwest is for the wedding couple 
and their wedding party to hire a 
limo, party bus or some other method 
of transportation to take the whole 

group around to vari-
ous bars after the wed-
ding ceremony and 
before the reception, 
usually held at an-
other establishment. 
The guests are free 
to go to the reception 
site, and usually some 
type of refreshment is 
offered.

At one particular 
wedding, the couple 
did not even greet 
their guests at the 
back of the church 
after the ceremony. 

They secluded themselves in another 
room and left their parents to greet 
and thank the guests for coming, and 
then they made their exit from the 
church with the usual fanfare and 
entered the party bus. It was more 
than two hours before they made an 
entrance at the reception. Meanwhile, 
the guests were left waiting for the 
couple to arrive before they were of-
fered the reception meal. Some guests 
were elderly or had traveled a long 
distance and wanted to go home after 
the reception, so after two hours, they 
left without waiting for the couple.

Since another recent wedding, the 
bride has been selling unwanted 
wedding/shower gifts on the Face-
book Marketplace forum. Are we 
wrong to feel that our gifts were not 
appreciated? Perhaps this is easier 
than returning unwanted items to the 
store, or maybe the couple only really 
wanted money, but with far-reaching 
social media, I am sure some guests 
are seeing their gifts being sold with-
in a month of the wedding and before 
the thank-you cards are even sent.

I realize that the happy couple 
would like to celebrate with their 
friends, but shouldn’t consideration 
for their guests come first? At least 
make an appearance early at the 
reception so that the guests can enjoy 
that time, as well. And for goodness’ 
sake, have the grace to appreciate the 
time and effort guests have put into 
their gifts. 

— Wedding Blues
Dear Wedding Blues: Selling wed-

ding gifts on social media is tacky, 
plain and simple. I’d never heard of 
that before, and I hope to never hear 
of it again. Newlyweds, if you don’t 
want a gift, just return it.

As for the hourslong wait for the 
couple to make their entrance at the 
reception, I’ve noticed this trend. I 
believe it’s because photographers 
can take more photos now than ever, 
and photo shoots are elaborate, with 
multiple locations and every possi-
ble combination of wedding party 
members. I encourage anyone plan-
ning a wedding to take guests’ needs 
into account. If there is going to be 
significant lag between the ceremony 
and the reception, make sure guests 
have somewhere to socialize and 
something to eat.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com.

DEAR 
ANNIE  |
 
ANNIE 
LANE

BABYREAD |

CAREN 
VON HIPPEL
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Question: My marriage fell 
apart a couple of years ago, and 
I think the thing that angers 
me most is that my ex-husband 
shows no interest in our three 
children. Last year he didn’t 
even send them a Christmas 

card, let alone any 
gifts. I accept that 
he’s moved on in 
his life, but how 
do I explain this to 
our children? 

— L.S.
Answer: Al-

most nothing is 
more devastating 
than being reject-
ed by someone 
who once loved us 
— and when they 
refuse to have 
anything further 

to do with us, the hurt is even 
greater. This is especially true 
when a marriage collapses. But 
God didn’t design it to be this 
way. The Bible says, “ ‘The man 
who hates and divorces his wife,’ 
says the Lord, the God of Israel, 
‘does violence to the one he 
should protect’ “ (Malachi 2:16).

But God also understands 
your anger and heartache, and 
I pray that you will turn to Him 
and ask Him to give you the 
strength to overcome them and 
leave them behind. Anger and 
bitterness are like emotional 
and spiritual poisons, eating 
away at our souls and hurting 
not only ourselves but those 
around us. What impact will 
your anger and bitterness have 
on your children if you don’t 
overcome them? You can’t con-
trol your ex-husband’s reactions 
— but you can control yours, 
with God’s help. The Bible right-
ly says, “Anger is cruel and fury 
overwhelming” (Proverbs 27:4).

What can you do? During 
these days before Christmas, 
turn your heart and mind to 
Jesus Christ. Commit your life 
to Him, and ask Him to forgive 
you, and to help you leave the 
past behind and walk with Him 
in the future. Then ask Him to 
help you point your children to 
Jesus and His love, which will 
never fade.

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.

Phantom lovers Don’t allow the actions 
of an ex-spouse to 

overwhelm you

The Wizard of Id
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This month, let’s visit with one of 
BabyRead’s families — Alicia, the 
mom, her toddler, Alexa, who is now 
almost 2 years old, her two older broth-
ers, Kayden, 5 years old and Kristian, 7 
years old, and their dad, Henry. Alicia 
has been meeting with her BabyRead 
family reader, Diane, for almost a year 

now.
Alicia and Diane 

meet twice each 
month whenever 
their schedules 
permit. This past fall 
was difficult with car 
problems on Alicia’s 
side and grandchil-
dren’s duties on 
Diane’s side. 

Alicia is so enthu-
siastic about Baby-
Read that she says: 
“I would love to meet 
once a week.” Both 
Henry and Alicia are 

grateful for the books that BabyRead 
gives them.

Alicia and Henry first learned about 
BabyRead a year ago when they were 
at Blue Ridge Elementary School, sign-
ing Kayden up for pre-K. The idea of 
reading to an infant was new to them, 
but desiring the very best for their 
children, they immediately signed up.

Alicia said: “Prior to meeting with 
Diane and BabyRead, I was not conver-
sational with infants. Now, I constant-
ly engage all three of my children in 
conversation. I have learned that this 
is a key to language development.” 
This pre-literacy skill is the founda-
tion of later learning how to read.

Alexa loves her books, saying “up, 
up” when she sees a book and demand-
ing to be read to, and when a book 
is finished she jumps down to fetch 
another one. 

Sometimes, the older boys join them. 
Alicia says this has resulted in a lot 
more interest in books by her sons. 
Alicia did not read to her children 
before participating in BabyRead. 
Now they read two or three books each 
night.

While BabyRead has engendered 
a greater interest in reading by the 
whole family, it has opened up so much 
more of the world for them. Alicia has 
gained much more self-confidence and 
is leading her family to explore every-
thing that is available in the Upstate.

For example, they had a delightful 
visit to the geology museum at the S.C. 
Botanical Garden. Alicia attributes 
her growth in self-confidence to her 
relationship with Diane. She says, “she 
treats me like I am part of her fami-
ly — like a sister.”  In August, Alicia 
started the Family Literacy Program 
pursuing her GED, and using their 
daycare program for Alexa.  Her atten-
dance has been erratic because family 
issues unfortunately intrude — her 
life is difficult. We hope she continues, 
because she loves the GED program.

An added bonus is the boom box and 
CDs the family received from Baby-
Read after their sixth session. They 
listen to nursery rhymes and songs, at 
home and in the car.

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with children 
and their moms starting at birth to 2 years old, 
when the brain is growing the most. If you would 
like to help us, contact director Caren von Hippel, 
Ph.D., at babyread@ charter.net or (864) 944-
7881. You can learn more by going to babyread.
org. 

Dear Annie: It’s been over a year now 
since my wife left for the fourth time. This 
time, I really don’t have confirmation of 
her exact reason, but I can hazard a good 
guess, because the other three times she 
left for the same reason. She thinks I’m 
a cheater. In her mind, there is always 
someone else — but that’s the only place 
there is someone else. I’ve never cheated.

I can’t help but feel as if I’m free at last. I 
truly loved her and adored 
her. But I just couldn’t 
take the mistrust any 
longer. For 13 years, I had 
my wallet dug through, 
Facebook account exam-
ined and email checked. 
I’ve been followed by nu-
merous detectives. I know 
of two because I caught 
them, and my wife admit-
ted she’d hired them. Here 
I was paying off bills so we 
could have a fun retire-
ment, and she was paying 
detectives $500 a day to 
follow me. One time, at 

my work, one of my employees came to me 
visibly shaking. When I asked her what 
was wrong, she said, “Your wife offered 
me $100 to listen in on your phone calls, 
and, sir, I want nothing to do with this.”

Annie, I could go on and on with the 
examples of mistrust. But for my own 
sanity, I had to move on. I kept saying to 
myself that the mistrust would pass, but it 
just never did. I’ve moved on, and now I’m 
with God. My question to you to finally 
put this to rest in my mind is: Is this some 
kind of illness? 

— Free at Last
Dear Free at Last: Yes, it sounds as 

if she suffers from mental health issues 
that can only be addressed through 
professional treatment. I sincerely hope 
she gets the help she needs. It would be 
nearly impossible to get back together and 
stay together otherwise. Trying to build 
a marriage without trust is like trying 
to build a brick house without mortar. It 
cannot stand.

Dear Annie: In response to the letter 
from “Frustrated Family in Florida,” 
you stated that the disabled man who 
was conned out of his money has limited 
options because he consented to giving 
the money. As a former court advocate 
for seniors, my heart sank, because as a 
veteran, he may well have options.

This man should file a police report to 
have a record. In Louisville, Kentucky, 
the police department has a unit dedi-
cated to crimes against seniors. Other 
resources include the attorney general’s 
office, Adult Protective Services, the 
Office for Victims of Crime, the Ameri-
can Bar Association’s pro bono resourc-
es for veterans and the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. I encourage interested 
people to see what’s available in their 
state.

It took the family over a year to realize 
what was going on. Sounds as if the vet-
eran depended on the predator. Unfortu-
nately, that is not unusual. The preda-
tors look for this exact situation. That’s 
why they are criminals. Veterans are 
heroes. Some of us appreciate and are 
grateful for them every day. Please let 
this family know that there are options. 

— Knows Better
Dear Knows Better: Thank you for 

those resources. Veterans are heroes 
indeed, and we owe them all the support 
we can give, along with our deepest grat-
itude.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.
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Question: My marriage fell 
apart a couple of years ago, and 
I think the thing that angers 
me most is that my ex-husband 
shows no interest in our three 
children. Last year he didn’t 
even send them a Christmas 

card, let alone any 
gifts. I accept that 
he’s moved on in 
his life, but how 
do I explain this to 
our children? 

— L.S.
Answer: Al-

most nothing is 
more devastating 
than being reject-
ed by someone 
who once loved us 
— and when they 
refuse to have 
anything further 

to do with us, the hurt is even 
greater. This is especially true 
when a marriage collapses. But 
God didn’t design it to be this 
way. The Bible says, “ ‘The man 
who hates and divorces his wife,’ 
says the Lord, the God of Israel, 
‘does violence to the one he 
should protect’ “ (Malachi 2:16).

But God also understands 
your anger and heartache, and 
I pray that you will turn to Him 
and ask Him to give you the 
strength to overcome them and 
leave them behind. Anger and 
bitterness are like emotional 
and spiritual poisons, eating 
away at our souls and hurting 
not only ourselves but those 
around us. What impact will 
your anger and bitterness have 
on your children if you don’t 
overcome them? You can’t con-
trol your ex-husband’s reactions 
— but you can control yours, 
with God’s help. The Bible right-
ly says, “Anger is cruel and fury 
overwhelming” (Proverbs 27:4).

What can you do? During 
these days before Christmas, 
turn your heart and mind to 
Jesus Christ. Commit your life 
to Him, and ask Him to forgive 
you, and to help you leave the 
past behind and walk with Him 
in the future. Then ask Him to 
help you point your children to 
Jesus and His love, which will 
never fade.

SEND YOUR queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham 
Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28201.

Phantom lovers Don’t allow the actions 
of an ex-spouse to 

overwhelm you

The Wizard of Id
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This month, let’s visit with one of 
BabyRead’s families — Alicia, the 
mom, her toddler, Alexa, who is now 
almost 2 years old, her two older broth-
ers, Kayden, 5 years old and Kristian, 7 
years old, and their dad, Henry. Alicia 
has been meeting with her BabyRead 
family reader, Diane, for almost a year 

now.
Alicia and Diane 

meet twice each 
month whenever 
their schedules 
permit. This past fall 
was difficult with car 
problems on Alicia’s 
side and grandchil-
dren’s duties on 
Diane’s side. 

Alicia is so enthu-
siastic about Baby-
Read that she says: 
“I would love to meet 
once a week.” Both 
Henry and Alicia are 

grateful for the books that BabyRead 
gives them.

Alicia and Henry first learned about 
BabyRead a year ago when they were 
at Blue Ridge Elementary School, sign-
ing Kayden up for pre-K. The idea of 
reading to an infant was new to them, 
but desiring the very best for their 
children, they immediately signed up.

Alicia said: “Prior to meeting with 
Diane and BabyRead, I was not conver-
sational with infants. Now, I constant-
ly engage all three of my children in 
conversation. I have learned that this 
is a key to language development.” 
This pre-literacy skill is the founda-
tion of later learning how to read.

Alexa loves her books, saying “up, 
up” when she sees a book and demand-
ing to be read to, and when a book 
is finished she jumps down to fetch 
another one. 

Sometimes, the older boys join them. 
Alicia says this has resulted in a lot 
more interest in books by her sons. 
Alicia did not read to her children 
before participating in BabyRead. 
Now they read two or three books each 
night.

While BabyRead has engendered 
a greater interest in reading by the 
whole family, it has opened up so much 
more of the world for them. Alicia has 
gained much more self-confidence and 
is leading her family to explore every-
thing that is available in the Upstate.

For example, they had a delightful 
visit to the geology museum at the S.C. 
Botanical Garden. Alicia attributes 
her growth in self-confidence to her 
relationship with Diane. She says, “she 
treats me like I am part of her fami-
ly — like a sister.”  In August, Alicia 
started the Family Literacy Program 
pursuing her GED, and using their 
daycare program for Alexa.  Her atten-
dance has been erratic because family 
issues unfortunately intrude — her 
life is difficult. We hope she continues, 
because she loves the GED program.

An added bonus is the boom box and 
CDs the family received from Baby-
Read after their sixth session. They 
listen to nursery rhymes and songs, at 
home and in the car.

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with children 
and their moms starting at birth to 2 years old, 
when the brain is growing the most. If you would 
like to help us, contact director Caren von Hippel, 
Ph.D., at babyread@ charter.net or (864) 944-
7881. You can learn more by going to babyread.
org. 
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take the mistrust any 
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my wallet dug through, 
Facebook account exam-
ined and email checked. 
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of two because I caught 
them, and my wife admit-
ted she’d hired them. Here 
I was paying off bills so we 
could have a fun retire-
ment, and she was paying 
detectives $500 a day to 
follow me. One time, at 

my work, one of my employees came to me 
visibly shaking. When I asked her what 
was wrong, she said, “Your wife offered 
me $100 to listen in on your phone calls, 
and, sir, I want nothing to do with this.”

Annie, I could go on and on with the 
examples of mistrust. But for my own 
sanity, I had to move on. I kept saying to 
myself that the mistrust would pass, but it 
just never did. I’ve moved on, and now I’m 
with God. My question to you to finally 
put this to rest in my mind is: Is this some 
kind of illness? 

— Free at Last
Dear Free at Last: Yes, it sounds as 

if she suffers from mental health issues 
that can only be addressed through 
professional treatment. I sincerely hope 
she gets the help she needs. It would be 
nearly impossible to get back together and 
stay together otherwise. Trying to build 
a marriage without trust is like trying 
to build a brick house without mortar. It 
cannot stand.

Dear Annie: In response to the letter 
from “Frustrated Family in Florida,” 
you stated that the disabled man who 
was conned out of his money has limited 
options because he consented to giving 
the money. As a former court advocate 
for seniors, my heart sank, because as a 
veteran, he may well have options.

This man should file a police report to 
have a record. In Louisville, Kentucky, 
the police department has a unit dedi-
cated to crimes against seniors. Other 
resources include the attorney general’s 
office, Adult Protective Services, the 
Office for Victims of Crime, the Ameri-
can Bar Association’s pro bono resourc-
es for veterans and the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. I encourage interested 
people to see what’s available in their 
state.

It took the family over a year to realize 
what was going on. Sounds as if the vet-
eran depended on the predator. Unfortu-
nately, that is not unusual. The preda-
tors look for this exact situation. That’s 
why they are criminals. Veterans are 
heroes. Some of us appreciate and are 
grateful for them every day. Please let 
this family know that there are options. 

— Knows Better
Dear Knows Better: Thank you for 

those resources. Veterans are heroes 
indeed, and we owe them all the support 
we can give, along with our deepest grat-
itude.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.
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