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Question: My husband of 30 
years has asked for a divorce 
now that our children are grown 
and gone. It seems we don’t have 
a lot in common anymore and I 
think he is ready for a new life. 

Will I show him 
that I love him 
more by agreeing 
to this or should I 
pray that he will 
change his mind? 

— D.V.
Answer: Today 

marriage vows 
have drastically 
changed, but for 
those who have 
been married a 
long time, most 
couples made the 
vow “until death 
us do part;” not 

“until divorce us do part.”
Tragically, marriages are fall-

ing apart at an unprecedented 
rate, and few even think about 
the vow they took before God 
when they sign the final papers 
declaring the marriage dead.

Love has been redefined by 
Hollywood and every other 
entertainment outlet as a way to 
satisfy physical desires and feel-
ings. But the Bible defines love 
as it was meant to be — beautiful 
and loyal. Read 1 Corinthians 13, 
known as the great love chapter 
and learn how pleasing it is to 
love the way Christ commands.

Gardens don’t grow by them-
selves; they need to be tended 
and cultivated and weeded. The 
same is true of a marriage. A 
good marriage often consists 
of two good forgivers, and this 
is part of cultivating a strong 
relationship.

We must fight for our marriag-
es through love, maturity and 
selflessness. Marriage has its 
difficult moments: personality 
differences, life’s pressures, 
misunderstandings, etc., but 
when two people are committed 
to one another and to God, He 
will give guidance and wisdom. 
He can reignite love. The Bible 
says, “A threefold cord is not 
quickly broken” (Ecclesiastes 
4:12). Make Christ the center of 
your marriage.

Pray for the Lord to work in 
both hearts, with the remem-
brance of the vow that was taken 
early in the relationship.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

Balancing brother’s 
needs and limitations

Your marriage vow 
was never ‘until 

divorce us do part’

The Wizard of Id

“Granny is collapsing in laughter 
while she reads to a baby. Comfort-
able on a sofa with her grandson, 
Alex, Granny keeps cracking up as 
she tried to read ‘Five Little Monkeys 
Jumping on the Bed.’ If this happens 
in your house, you are fortunate.

“Granny’s raspy burr sounds great, 
but the real genius 
of the scene is what’s 
happening to the 
baby. Tucked beside 
her, he is totally en-
thralled by the book 
in her hands. As he 
gets older, you can 
see his eyes tracking 
the illustrations, his 
eyes widening each 
time that she turns 
the page.

“What’s happening 
to the baby is both 
obvious and a secret 
marvel. A grand-

mother is laughing as she reads a 
story and her grandson is drinking it 
all in — that’s obvious. The marvel is 
hidden inside the child’s developing 
brain. There, the sound of her voice, 
the warmth of her nearness, and cru-
cially, the sight of the illustrations 
that stay still and allow him to gaze 
at will, all have the effect of engaging 
his deep cognitive networks.

 “There is connection and synchro-
nization among different domains 
of his brain: the cerebellum, the 
place at the base of the skull that is 
believed to support skill refinement; 
the default mode network, which is 
involved with internally directed 
processes such as introspection, cre-
ativity, and self-awareness; the visual 
imagery network, which involves 
higher order visual and memory 
areas and is the brain’s means of 
seeing pictures in the mind’s eye; 
the semantic network, which is how 
the brain extracts the meaning of 
language; and the visual perception 
network, which supports the process-
ing of visual stimulation.

“And it is all happening when it 
needs to happen, which is early. 
In the first year of life, an infant’s 
brain doubles in size. By a child’s 
2nd birthday, synapses are forming 
for language and many other higher 
cognitive functions.” 

This is why it is so important to 
read to your baby from birth every 
day! Read anything.  

“The early experiences your baby 
is having, such as the wiring and 
firing of neurons they produce, will 
help create the architecture of your 
baby’s mind and help create the path-
ways for your baby’s future thought 
and imagination.” (All quotes are 
from The Wall Street Journal, Jan. 
19, 2019.)  

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/
caregivers and their children from birth to 2 
years, when the brain grows the most, and 
to encourage them to read every day to their 
babies. We read (free) twice a month in public 
libraries and schools. We need volunteer readers. 
To help, contact director Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., 
at babyread@ charter.net or (864) 944-7881 or 
go to our website: babyread.org. Help also by 
going to smile.amazon.com and put in BabyRead 
as your charity. After that, always go to smile.
amazon.com, the regular Amazon website will 
come up, and 5 cents of every $100 you spend 
will be donated to BabyRead.

 Dear Annie: My older brother is 
disabled. He was quite functional after 
he first had a stroke, but did not take care 
of himself. He wouldn’t take his medica-
tions, ate unhealthy food, drank too much 
and watched TV all day. 

 As a result, he is now very disabled. 
Has difficulty walking, talking, falls a 

lot and cannot control his 
bodily functions. On top 
of that, he is stubborn and 
lies constantly. His kids 
and grandchild moved out 
because they were tired of 
dealing with him. 

 He is my brother and 
I am doing what I can to 
keep him out of a nursing 
home — paying for a care-
giver, making sure his 
house is repaired and pro-
viding financial support. 
The problem is that it has 
become impossible for me 
to take him with me when 

I attend out-of-town family gatherings. 
He refuses to use a walker or wheelchair, 
which means it takes an extraordinary 
amount of time to get him places — to the 
point that we have missed events. 

 I have a great deal of trouble getting 
him in and out of the car. I am unable to 
pick him up when he falls. I just cannot 
bathe him or change his soiled clothes, 
that is way too much for a sister. My fam-
ily all live in a rural area of the state and 
there are few resources for assistance. 
I cannot afford to pay for a caregiver to 
accompany us; I can barely afford his 
home care.

 How do I tell him that I can no longer 
take him on away trips to visit family? 
I attended our nephew’s graduation 
without telling him, and he found out. I 
am starting to feel really depressed about 
this. The rest of the family have tried to 
help, but gave up on him for their own 
sanity. I would be so grateful for any 
advice you have. 

— Drowning
 Dear Drowning: More than 40 

percent of caregivers have symptoms of 
depression, according to a report from 
the Family Caregiver Alliance. That’s not 
surprising. The emotional and physical 
labor of caregiving can be incredibly 
draining and lead caregivers to neglect 
their own needs. I encourage you to make 
a therapy appointment today. You deserve 
support as much as your brother does. 

 Toward that end, be upfront with your 
brother. Tell him that you’ll no longer be 
taking him on long trips, but that you’ll 
continue offering him support in other 
ways that you can. Stating your limita-
tions is not giving up on him; it’s making 
it possible for you not to give up on him. 
You can’t care for anyone, including your 
brother, if you don’t first take care of 
yourself. 

 If you need more confidence that you’re 
doing the right thing, try a thought ex-
periment: If the tables were turned, what 
would you ask of him? What would you 
expect? Then you’ll see that you’ve been 
more than patient with him, and he is 
asking more of you than is fair. Sweet sis-
ter, know that your big brother is lucky to 
have you, whether or not he’s capable of 
recognizing that at the moment. 

“ASK ME Anything: A Year of Advice From Dear 
Annie” is out now! Annie Lane’s debut book — featur-
ing favorite columns on love, friendship, family and 
etiquette — is available as a paperback and e-book. 
Visit creatorspublishing.com for more information. 
Send your questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

DEAR 
ANNIE  |
 
ANNIE 
LANE

MY        
ANSWER  |
 
BILLY
GRAHAM

BABYREAD |

CAREN 
VON HIPPEL
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the vow they took before God 
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Hollywood and every other 
entertainment outlet as a way to 
satisfy physical desires and feel-
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known as the great love chapter 
and learn how pleasing it is to 
love the way Christ commands.
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and cultivated and weeded. The 
same is true of a marriage. A 
good marriage often consists 
of two good forgivers, and this 
is part of cultivating a strong 
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We must fight for our marriag-
es through love, maturity and 
selflessness. Marriage has its 
difficult moments: personality 
differences, life’s pressures, 
misunderstandings, etc., but 
when two people are committed 
to one another and to God, He 
will give guidance and wisdom. 
He can reignite love. The Bible 
says, “A threefold cord is not 
quickly broken” (Ecclesiastes 
4:12). Make Christ the center of 
your marriage.

Pray for the Lord to work in 
both hearts, with the remem-
brance of the vow that was taken 
early in the relationship.
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Question: My college buddies 
and I pull pranks on others just 
for fun. We enjoy movies about 
evil until others actually carry 
out the entertainment for real. 
Sometimes it gets us in trouble. 
Is God opposed to us having fun 
in life, and are we responsible if 

someone carries 
out an act that 
was just meant for 
fun? 

— F.D.
Answer: The 

word “fun” is 
defined as an 
activity that is 
amusing or light-
hearted. The word 
“fun” today often 
describes forms 
of entertainment 
as in playing 
sports, watching 
a drama, enjoying 

a cookout. But many forms of 
entertainment, when it glorifies 
evil, fill hearts with trepidation. 
A form of comic entertainment 
for children does not hold adults 
interested, so adults often find 
amusement in recreational evil. 
The Bible calls evil activity 
“foolish.”

 “For my iniquities have gone 
over my head ... they are too 
heavy for me ... because of my 
foolishness” (Psalm 38:4-5). 
That doesn’t sound so funny, 
does it? Sin is a serious matter! 
Sin means doing anything that 
is against the holy character 
of God. What we may call fun, 
may be an abomination in God’s 
eyes.

 When we speak of doing 
something accidentally when 
we’ve intended all along to do 
it, it is a lie. When we speak of 
an act as a blunder, God boldly 
declares it to be blindness. Too 
often we excuse ourselves in 
our sins, but God convicts us 
and wants to save us from it. 
Sin is not a toy with which to 
play but a terror to be shunned.

 The Bible tells us that what-
ever we do, it should be to the 
glory of God (1 Corinthians 
10:31). If people are honest with 
themselves, deep down they 
know the answer. This is a won-
derful litmus test in trying to 
determine if something is right 
or wrong.

 (This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

The care behind the card 6RPH�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�ÀOOV�
hearts with trepidation

The Wizard of Id

In my July column, I discussed how 
reading from birth activates many 
neurons and processes in your child’s 
brain. See babyread.org.

“The early experiences your baby 
is having, such as reading to her/him 

… will help create the 
architecture of your 
baby’s mind and help 
create the pathways 
for your baby’s future 
thought and imagina-
tion.

“In the first year of 
life, an infant’s brain 
doubles in size.” (This 
can change depending 
on the child’s envi-
ronment, what his 
caretakers do or do 
not do, and genetics.) 
“By his/her second 
birthday, synapses 

are forming for language and other 
higher cognitive functions. And by 
the time your child is blowing out five 
candles on his/her birthday cake, to-
day’s infant will have passed through 
the stages of development involving 
language, emotional control, vision, 
hearing and habitual ways of respond-
ing.”

Reading aloud to your infant can 
greatly positively affect her/his lan-
guage development, including vocab-
ulary, emotional control and habitual 
ways of responding.

“Small children’s brains cannot 
process … the giddy shock and awe of 
animation. Apps on most electronic 
devices or TV don’t give them the 
time to exercise their deeper cognitive 
faculties. Just as Goldilocks signs 
with relief when she takes a spoonful 
of porridge and finds that it is ‘just 
right,’ a small child can relax into 
the experience of being read a picture 
book. There is a bit of pleasurable 
challenge in making sense of what 
she’s/he’s hearing and seeing. There 
is time to reflect on the story and to 
see its reverberations in his/her own 
life — a transaction as simple as the 
flash making the connection between 
a real kitty or doggie and remember-
ing the pictures of these in a story 
book. 

“The collaborative engagement that 
a child brings to the experience of 
being read aloud to is so vital and pro-
ductive that reading aloud stimulates 
optimal patterns of brain develop-
ment,” as the American Academy of 
Pediatrics said in 2014, strengthening 
the neural connections that enable 
him to process more difficult and 
complex stories as she/he gets older.”  
(All quotes from Meghan Gurdon, The 
Wall Street Journal, Jan. 19, 2019.) 

Remember, all of this is going on in 
your baby’s brain, not just when he/
she gets to school.  

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/ 
caregivers and their children from birth to 2 
years, when the brain grows the most, and to 
encourage them to read every day to their babies. 
We read (free) twice a month in public libraries 
and schools. We need volunteer readers. To 
help, contact director Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at 
babyread@ charter.net or (864) 944-7881 or visit 
babyread.org. Help also by going to smile.amazon.
com and put in BabyRead as your charity. After 
that, always go to smile. amazon.com, the regular 
Amazon website will come up, and 5 cents of every 
$100 you spend will be donated to BabyRead. 

Dear Annie: Frequently, we read letters 
from your readers who are mystified about 
the fact that when they send a card or a 
package carefully wrapped and mailed, the 
recipient does not even think about the fact 
that love played a major role in this. We 
often send cards with money and a note of 
love to young family members. No reply! 
Not that we want the receiver to feel obligat-
ed; we just want to know that in their busy 

days they thought of us for 
at least 15 minutes while 
they opened what was sent. 
Hopefully, after reading the 
note, they would make a 
quick phone call or send an 
email. This is not too much 
to ask of someone who has 
been shown love, care, time 
and the encouragement to 
tackle the world. No, that 
is not too much to ask. Life 
is short. Don’t waste time 
thinking, “Gee, I wish I 
would have called sooner!” 

— Concerned Grand-
parents

 Dear Concerned Grandparents: I’m 
printing your letter because I appreciate 
the sentiment: Material gifts from family 
members aren’t about the monetary value 
but about the thought. And they should be 
received in kind: with thoughtfulness. 

 However, I do have to note that the 
phone line goes both ways: Don’t hesitate 
to pick up the phone and call your grand-
kids. 

Dear Annie: When our family was 
dealing through the illnesses and deaths 
of my parents, there was tension because 
everyone wanted to do things differently 
and hold to their own ideas. A counselor 
I saw a few times to help with my stress 
suggested that all my statements should 
focus on “we.” For example, “Are we sure 
that moving mom at this time is the right 
course of action?” 

 It worked! I was including my siblings 
in the conversations and inadvertently 
opening up my mind to listen to their 
ideas. 

— Cheryl M.
 Dear Cheryl: It’s wonderful to hear 

how this tried-and-true “we” technique 
is not only a way of encouraging others 
to hear you but also a way of encourag-
ing yourself to hear others. Thanks for 
sharing. 

Dear Annie: I was saddened to read the 
letter from “Sick of Being Treated This 
Way,” the 76-year-old who was having 
trouble with aging. 

 While this individual feels that she is 
being treated with condescension by some, 
I think the real issue may be her attitude. 

 I am not quite 76, but I am not too far 
away, and I have embraced the aging 
process. I love my wrinkles. My mother 
always said her wrinkles were earned due 
to living a good life, and that is how I see 
them, too. If someone wants to help me 
by holding a door or offering to take my 
groceries to my car, I am appreciative.

 We all age, that is just a fact of life. 
Acceptance will make the transition much 
easier. 

— Still Living a Good Life
 Dear Still: Enough people wrote in to 

voice a similar viewpoint to yours that I 
must admit I might have missed the mark 
in that response. Thanks for writing.

 
“ASK ME Anything: A Year of Advice From Dear Annie” 
is out now! Annie Lane’s debut book -- featuring favorite 
columns on love, friendship, family and etiquette — is 
available as a paperback and e-book. Visit creatorspub-
lishing.com for more information. Send your questions 
for Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.

DEAR 
ANNIE  |
 
ANNIE 
LANE

MY        
ANSWER  |
 
BILLY
GRAHAM

BABYREAD |

CAREN 
VON HIPPEL

SATURDAY, AUGUST 10, 2019  THE JOURNAL   B3

 | PAGE LABEL ODD |  

 | COMICS/COLUMNISTS |  

The secret power 
of reading books aloud 

to babies: Part II

Non Sequitur

Wumo

Luann

Bizarro

Cornered

The Flying McCoys

In The Bleachers

Shoe

Thatababy

 |CROSSWORD ANSWERS |

Question: My college buddies 
and I pull pranks on others just 
for fun. We enjoy movies about 
evil until others actually carry 
out the entertainment for real. 
Sometimes it gets us in trouble. 
Is God opposed to us having fun 
in life, and are we responsible if 

someone carries 
out an act that 
was just meant for 
fun? 

— F.D.
Answer: The 

word “fun” is 
defined as an 
activity that is 
amusing or light-
hearted. The word 
“fun” today often 
describes forms 
of entertainment 
as in playing 
sports, watching 
a drama, enjoying 

a cookout. But many forms of 
entertainment, when it glorifies 
evil, fill hearts with trepidation. 
A form of comic entertainment 
for children does not hold adults 
interested, so adults often find 
amusement in recreational evil. 
The Bible calls evil activity 
“foolish.”

 “For my iniquities have gone 
over my head ... they are too 
heavy for me ... because of my 
foolishness” (Psalm 38:4-5). 
That doesn’t sound so funny, 
does it? Sin is a serious matter! 
Sin means doing anything that 
is against the holy character 
of God. What we may call fun, 
may be an abomination in God’s 
eyes.

 When we speak of doing 
something accidentally when 
we’ve intended all along to do 
it, it is a lie. When we speak of 
an act as a blunder, God boldly 
declares it to be blindness. Too 
often we excuse ourselves in 
our sins, but God convicts us 
and wants to save us from it. 
Sin is not a toy with which to 
play but a terror to be shunned.

 The Bible tells us that what-
ever we do, it should be to the 
glory of God (1 Corinthians 
10:31). If people are honest with 
themselves, deep down they 
know the answer. This is a won-
derful litmus test in trying to 
determine if something is right 
or wrong.

 (This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

The care behind the card 6RPH�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�ÀOOV�
hearts with trepidation

The Wizard of Id

In my July column, I discussed how 
reading from birth activates many 
neurons and processes in your child’s 
brain. See babyread.org.

“The early experiences your baby 
is having, such as reading to her/him 

… will help create the 
architecture of your 
baby’s mind and help 
create the pathways 
for your baby’s future 
thought and imagina-
tion.

“In the first year of 
life, an infant’s brain 
doubles in size.” (This 
can change depending 
on the child’s envi-
ronment, what his 
caretakers do or do 
not do, and genetics.) 
“By his/her second 
birthday, synapses 

are forming for language and other 
higher cognitive functions. And by 
the time your child is blowing out five 
candles on his/her birthday cake, to-
day’s infant will have passed through 
the stages of development involving 
language, emotional control, vision, 
hearing and habitual ways of respond-
ing.”

Reading aloud to your infant can 
greatly positively affect her/his lan-
guage development, including vocab-
ulary, emotional control and habitual 
ways of responding.

“Small children’s brains cannot 
process … the giddy shock and awe of 
animation. Apps on most electronic 
devices or TV don’t give them the 
time to exercise their deeper cognitive 
faculties. Just as Goldilocks signs 
with relief when she takes a spoonful 
of porridge and finds that it is ‘just 
right,’ a small child can relax into 
the experience of being read a picture 
book. There is a bit of pleasurable 
challenge in making sense of what 
she’s/he’s hearing and seeing. There 
is time to reflect on the story and to 
see its reverberations in his/her own 
life — a transaction as simple as the 
flash making the connection between 
a real kitty or doggie and remember-
ing the pictures of these in a story 
book. 

“The collaborative engagement that 
a child brings to the experience of 
being read aloud to is so vital and pro-
ductive that reading aloud stimulates 
optimal patterns of brain develop-
ment,” as the American Academy of 
Pediatrics said in 2014, strengthening 
the neural connections that enable 
him to process more difficult and 
complex stories as she/he gets older.”  
(All quotes from Meghan Gurdon, The 
Wall Street Journal, Jan. 19, 2019.) 

Remember, all of this is going on in 
your baby’s brain, not just when he/
she gets to school.  

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/ 
caregivers and their children from birth to 2 
years, when the brain grows the most, and to 
encourage them to read every day to their babies. 
We read (free) twice a month in public libraries 
and schools. We need volunteer readers. To 
help, contact director Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at 
babyread@ charter.net or (864) 944-7881 or visit 
babyread.org. Help also by going to smile.amazon.
com and put in BabyRead as your charity. After 
that, always go to smile. amazon.com, the regular 
Amazon website will come up, and 5 cents of every 
$100 you spend will be donated to BabyRead. 

Dear Annie: Frequently, we read letters 
from your readers who are mystified about 
the fact that when they send a card or a 
package carefully wrapped and mailed, the 
recipient does not even think about the fact 
that love played a major role in this. We 
often send cards with money and a note of 
love to young family members. No reply! 
Not that we want the receiver to feel obligat-
ed; we just want to know that in their busy 

days they thought of us for 
at least 15 minutes while 
they opened what was sent. 
Hopefully, after reading the 
note, they would make a 
quick phone call or send an 
email. This is not too much 
to ask of someone who has 
been shown love, care, time 
and the encouragement to 
tackle the world. No, that 
is not too much to ask. Life 
is short. Don’t waste time 
thinking, “Gee, I wish I 
would have called sooner!” 

— Concerned Grand-
parents

 Dear Concerned Grandparents: I’m 
printing your letter because I appreciate 
the sentiment: Material gifts from family 
members aren’t about the monetary value 
but about the thought. And they should be 
received in kind: with thoughtfulness. 

 However, I do have to note that the 
phone line goes both ways: Don’t hesitate 
to pick up the phone and call your grand-
kids. 

Dear Annie: When our family was 
dealing through the illnesses and deaths 
of my parents, there was tension because 
everyone wanted to do things differently 
and hold to their own ideas. A counselor 
I saw a few times to help with my stress 
suggested that all my statements should 
focus on “we.” For example, “Are we sure 
that moving mom at this time is the right 
course of action?” 

 It worked! I was including my siblings 
in the conversations and inadvertently 
opening up my mind to listen to their 
ideas. 

— Cheryl M.
 Dear Cheryl: It’s wonderful to hear 

how this tried-and-true “we” technique 
is not only a way of encouraging others 
to hear you but also a way of encourag-
ing yourself to hear others. Thanks for 
sharing. 

Dear Annie: I was saddened to read the 
letter from “Sick of Being Treated This 
Way,” the 76-year-old who was having 
trouble with aging. 

 While this individual feels that she is 
being treated with condescension by some, 
I think the real issue may be her attitude. 

 I am not quite 76, but I am not too far 
away, and I have embraced the aging 
process. I love my wrinkles. My mother 
always said her wrinkles were earned due 
to living a good life, and that is how I see 
them, too. If someone wants to help me 
by holding a door or offering to take my 
groceries to my car, I am appreciative.

 We all age, that is just a fact of life. 
Acceptance will make the transition much 
easier. 

— Still Living a Good Life
 Dear Still: Enough people wrote in to 

voice a similar viewpoint to yours that I 
must admit I might have missed the mark 
in that response. Thanks for writing.

 
“ASK ME Anything: A Year of Advice From Dear Annie” 
is out now! Annie Lane’s debut book -- featuring favorite 
columns on love, friendship, family and etiquette — is 
available as a paperback and e-book. Visit creatorspub-
lishing.com for more information. Send your questions 
for Annie Lane to dearannie@creators.com.
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Question: My college buddies 
and I pull pranks on others just 
for fun. We enjoy movies about 
evil until others actually carry 
out the entertainment for real. 
Sometimes it gets us in trouble. 
Is God opposed to us having fun 
in life, and are we responsible if 

someone carries 
out an act that 
was just meant for 
fun? 

— F.D.
Answer: The 

word “fun” is 
defined as an 
activity that is 
amusing or light-
hearted. The word 
“fun” today often 
describes forms 
of entertainment 
as in playing 
sports, watching 
a drama, enjoying 

a cookout. But many forms of 
entertainment, when it glorifies 
evil, fill hearts with trepidation. 
A form of comic entertainment 
for children does not hold adults 
interested, so adults often find 
amusement in recreational evil. 
The Bible calls evil activity 
“foolish.”

 “For my iniquities have gone 
over my head ... they are too 
heavy for me ... because of my 
foolishness” (Psalm 38:4-5). 
That doesn’t sound so funny, 
does it? Sin is a serious matter! 
Sin means doing anything that 
is against the holy character 
of God. What we may call fun, 
may be an abomination in God’s 
eyes.

 When we speak of doing 
something accidentally when 
we’ve intended all along to do 
it, it is a lie. When we speak of 
an act as a blunder, God boldly 
declares it to be blindness. Too 
often we excuse ourselves in 
our sins, but God convicts us 
and wants to save us from it. 
Sin is not a toy with which to 
play but a terror to be shunned.

 The Bible tells us that what-
ever we do, it should be to the 
glory of God (1 Corinthians 
10:31). If people are honest with 
themselves, deep down they 
know the answer. This is a won-
derful litmus test in trying to 
determine if something is right 
or wrong.

 (This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

The care behind the card 6RPH�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�ÀOOV�
hearts with trepidation

The Wizard of Id

In my July column, I discussed how 
reading from birth activates many 
neurons and processes in your child’s 
brain. See babyread.org.

“The early experiences your baby 
is having, such as reading to her/him 

… will help create the 
architecture of your 
baby’s mind and help 
create the pathways 
for your baby’s future 
thought and imagina-
tion.

“In the first year of 
life, an infant’s brain 
doubles in size.” (This 
can change depending 
on the child’s envi-
ronment, what his 
caretakers do or do 
not do, and genetics.) 
“By his/her second 
birthday, synapses 

are forming for language and other 
higher cognitive functions. And by 
the time your child is blowing out five 
candles on his/her birthday cake, to-
day’s infant will have passed through 
the stages of development involving 
language, emotional control, vision, 
hearing and habitual ways of respond-
ing.”

Reading aloud to your infant can 
greatly positively affect her/his lan-
guage development, including vocab-
ulary, emotional control and habitual 
ways of responding.

“Small children’s brains cannot 
process … the giddy shock and awe of 
animation. Apps on most electronic 
devices or TV don’t give them the 
time to exercise their deeper cognitive 
faculties. Just as Goldilocks signs 
with relief when she takes a spoonful 
of porridge and finds that it is ‘just 
right,’ a small child can relax into 
the experience of being read a picture 
book. There is a bit of pleasurable 
challenge in making sense of what 
she’s/he’s hearing and seeing. There 
is time to reflect on the story and to 
see its reverberations in his/her own 
life — a transaction as simple as the 
flash making the connection between 
a real kitty or doggie and remember-
ing the pictures of these in a story 
book. 

“The collaborative engagement that 
a child brings to the experience of 
being read aloud to is so vital and pro-
ductive that reading aloud stimulates 
optimal patterns of brain develop-
ment,” as the American Academy of 
Pediatrics said in 2014, strengthening 
the neural connections that enable 
him to process more difficult and 
complex stories as she/he gets older.”  
(All quotes from Meghan Gurdon, The 
Wall Street Journal, Jan. 19, 2019.) 

Remember, all of this is going on in 
your baby’s brain, not just when he/
she gets to school.  

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/ 
caregivers and their children from birth to 2 
years, when the brain grows the most, and to 
encourage them to read every day to their babies. 
We read (free) twice a month in public libraries 
and schools. We need volunteer readers. To 
help, contact director Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at 
babyread@ charter.net or (864) 944-7881 or visit 
babyread.org. Help also by going to smile.amazon.
com and put in BabyRead as your charity. After 
that, always go to smile. amazon.com, the regular 
Amazon website will come up, and 5 cents of every 
$100 you spend will be donated to BabyRead. 

Dear Annie: Frequently, we read letters 
from your readers who are mystified about 
the fact that when they send a card or a 
package carefully wrapped and mailed, the 
recipient does not even think about the fact 
that love played a major role in this. We 
often send cards with money and a note of 
love to young family members. No reply! 
Not that we want the receiver to feel obligat-
ed; we just want to know that in their busy 

days they thought of us for 
at least 15 minutes while 
they opened what was sent. 
Hopefully, after reading the 
note, they would make a 
quick phone call or send an 
email. This is not too much 
to ask of someone who has 
been shown love, care, time 
and the encouragement to 
tackle the world. No, that 
is not too much to ask. Life 
is short. Don’t waste time 
thinking, “Gee, I wish I 
would have called sooner!” 

— Concerned Grand-
parents

 Dear Concerned Grandparents: I’m 
printing your letter because I appreciate 
the sentiment: Material gifts from family 
members aren’t about the monetary value 
but about the thought. And they should be 
received in kind: with thoughtfulness. 

 However, I do have to note that the 
phone line goes both ways: Don’t hesitate 
to pick up the phone and call your grand-
kids. 

Dear Annie: When our family was 
dealing through the illnesses and deaths 
of my parents, there was tension because 
everyone wanted to do things differently 
and hold to their own ideas. A counselor 
I saw a few times to help with my stress 
suggested that all my statements should 
focus on “we.” For example, “Are we sure 
that moving mom at this time is the right 
course of action?” 

 It worked! I was including my siblings 
in the conversations and inadvertently 
opening up my mind to listen to their 
ideas. 

— Cheryl M.
 Dear Cheryl: It’s wonderful to hear 

how this tried-and-true “we” technique 
is not only a way of encouraging others 
to hear you but also a way of encourag-
ing yourself to hear others. Thanks for 
sharing. 

Dear Annie: I was saddened to read the 
letter from “Sick of Being Treated This 
Way,” the 76-year-old who was having 
trouble with aging. 

 While this individual feels that she is 
being treated with condescension by some, 
I think the real issue may be her attitude. 

 I am not quite 76, but I am not too far 
away, and I have embraced the aging 
process. I love my wrinkles. My mother 
always said her wrinkles were earned due 
to living a good life, and that is how I see 
them, too. If someone wants to help me 
by holding a door or offering to take my 
groceries to my car, I am appreciative.

 We all age, that is just a fact of life. 
Acceptance will make the transition much 
easier. 

— Still Living a Good Life
 Dear Still: Enough people wrote in to 

voice a similar viewpoint to yours that I 
must admit I might have missed the mark 
in that response. Thanks for writing.
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Question: I have friends 
from many different religions 
that constantly talk to me 
about faith. Some say we have 
to have faith in ourselves, 
others say that we have to have 

faith in spiritu-
al experiences. 
What exactly 
does it all mean? 

— C.F.
Answer: If 

faith is not rooted 
in the truth of 
God’s Word, it 
has no power. It 
will wither like 
a plant out of the 
soil. Power comes 
from the source 
of faith, and that 
is in Christ Jesus 
the Lord. The 

Bible says, “Your faith should 
not be in the wisdom of men 
but in the power of God” (1 Cor-
inthians 2:5). How do we get 
that power? When we humble 
ourselves before God, He gives 
us the gift of faith to believe. 
“So then faith comes by hear-
ing, and hearing by the word of 
God” (Romans 10:17).

The Bible teaches that faith is 
the only approach that we have 
to God. Faith is belief in some-
one greater than ourselves 
and it is Jesus Christ and Him 
alone. No one has sins forgiven, 
no one goes to Heaven; no one 
has assurance of peace and 
contentment, until we exhibit 
faith in Jesus Christ. “But 
without faith it is impossible to 
please Him, for he who comes 
to God must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of 
those who diligently seek Him” 
(Hebrews 11:6).

What does this mean? It 
means that we are convinced 
that Jesus is who He claims to 
be -- God in human flesh, sent 
to save us from our sins.

“Let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which so 
easily ensnares us, and let us 
run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, looking 
unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 
12:1-2).

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

The secret power 
of reading books aloud 

to babies —  part III

If faith is not rooted 
in the truth of God’s 

Word, it has no power

The Wizard of Id

Some of you that read this 
article may already be aware 
of the Final Rule and the pos-
sible impact it could have on 
the Tribble Center and other 
service providers across the 
state. 

The Final Rule is a federal 
regulation that was enacted 

in 2014. The 
rule’s intent is 
to make sure 
that clients 
served by the 
Tribble Center 
and other pro-
viders, who re-
ceive Medicaid 
funding, “have 
full access to 
the benefits of 
community liv-
ing and receive 
services in the 
most integrat-
ed setting.”

 While there are many 
components of the Final Rule, 
many of whom we are in favor 
of, one that brings us concern 
is that nine of our facilities 
have been reviewed and are 
presumed to have the quali-
ties of an institution. 

We have until March 17, 
2022, to overcome these qual-
ities of an institution. If we 
cannot make those changes, 
we will no longer be eligible 
for Medicaid dollars and will 
no longer be able to provide 
Medicaid services in the 
non-compliant settings.

 It amazes me that the Cen-
ters for Medicaid and Medi-
care Services (CMS, the feder-
al agency) and South Carolina 
Department of Health and 
Human Services (SCHHS, 
the state agency) can hold us 
accountable for facilities that 
were constructed 20, 30 and 
more than 40 years ago. 

The Tribble Center Day 
Program’s first building was 
constructed in 1973, and the 
last building on this campus 
was constructed in 1988. We 
were cited because of where 
the Tribble Center is located. 
Six of our homes were cited 
also because of where they 
are located. 

These homes were built 20 
years ago. The apartments 
that were built more than 20 
years ago made the list also 
because of where they are lo-
cated and because no one that 
is not a Medicaid beneficiary 
lives in that complex.

 We will be working with 
staff from South Carolina De-
partment of Disabilities and 
Special Needs to overcome 
those presumed qualities of 
an institution.

 If you have questions about 
the Final Rule and would like 
to speak to me about them, 
please don’t hesitate to call 
me at (864) 885-6055.

 More to come in the future.

JERRY MIZE is the executive director 
of the Tribble Center, which can be 
found online at thetribblecenter.org.

In my July and August columns, I 
discussed the secret power of reading 
books aloud to children.  

For these columns, visit babyread.
org, email me at babyread@charter.
net or mail me at P.O. Box 8184, Sene-

ca, SC 29678.  
This month I quote 

again from Meghan 
Gurdon, who just 
had published “The 
Enchanted Hour: The 
Miraculous Power of 
Reading Aloud in the 
Age of Distraction.”

“Much of the hidden 
power of reading 
aloud has to do with 
those curious eyes and 
that devouring gaze. 
Looking at a book 
with an adult, a child 
increases his/her 

capacity for ‘joint attention,’ noticing 
what others see and following their 
gaze. This phenomenon has a remark-
able tempering power in children. 
It encourages the development of 
executive function, an array of skills 
that includes the ability to remember 
details and to pay attention.”  

Ms. Gurdon cites a colleague who 
says: “Children naturally learn to 
regulate their attention when they are 
focusing on a task they find interest-
ing in a context that is nurturing, 
warm and responsive.” 

This is not a TV or an electronic 
device. This calls for a human being.  

“By contrast, fast-paced TV shows 
have been shown to impair executive 
function in young children after as 
little as nine minutes of viewing. 
Also, children look to adults to see 
where we are looking, so if we are 
glued to our electronic devices (or oth-
erwise occupied), that will draw their 
gaze, too, … Babies are particularly 
perturbed by a mother’s/caregiver’s 
flat or emotionless expression when 
we stare down at text, stare away as 
we talk into our phones, or stare into 
a screen.

“Glancing down to catch a baby’s 
eye when reading a story, meeting a 
child’s inquiring gaze — these simple 
acts bring the child’s brain waves 
into greater synchronization with the 
adults. ... Reading books to children 
has a double effect: it removes the 
negative of screen time while adding 
a terrific positive in the form of skill- 
and brain- building efforts.” 

So balance is needed between all 
your chores and responsibilities and 
when reading aloud to your baby or 
toddler. A lot is going on — for you 
and for your baby. One half hour of 
your reading every day to your baby 
or toddler can help do the magic of 
building his/her brain.

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/ 
caregivers and their children from birth to 2 years, 
when the brain grows the most, and to encourage 
them to read every day to their babies. We read 
(free) twice a month in public libraries and schools. 
We need volunteer readers. To help, contact 
director Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@ 
charter.net or (864) 944-7881 or visit babyread.org. 
Help also by going to smile.amazon.com and put 
in BabyRead as your charity. After that, always go 
to smile. amazon.com, the regular Amazon website 
will come up, and 5 cents of every $100 you spend 
will be donated to BabyRead. 
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Question: I have friends 
from many different religions 
that constantly talk to me 
about faith. Some say we have 
to have faith in ourselves, 
others say that we have to have 

faith in spiritu-
al experiences. 
What exactly 
does it all mean? 

— C.F.
Answer: If 

faith is not rooted 
in the truth of 
God’s Word, it 
has no power. It 
will wither like 
a plant out of the 
soil. Power comes 
from the source 
of faith, and that 
is in Christ Jesus 
the Lord. The 

Bible says, “Your faith should 
not be in the wisdom of men 
but in the power of God” (1 Cor-
inthians 2:5). How do we get 
that power? When we humble 
ourselves before God, He gives 
us the gift of faith to believe. 
“So then faith comes by hear-
ing, and hearing by the word of 
God” (Romans 10:17).

The Bible teaches that faith is 
the only approach that we have 
to God. Faith is belief in some-
one greater than ourselves 
and it is Jesus Christ and Him 
alone. No one has sins forgiven, 
no one goes to Heaven; no one 
has assurance of peace and 
contentment, until we exhibit 
faith in Jesus Christ. “But 
without faith it is impossible to 
please Him, for he who comes 
to God must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of 
those who diligently seek Him” 
(Hebrews 11:6).

What does this mean? It 
means that we are convinced 
that Jesus is who He claims to 
be -- God in human flesh, sent 
to save us from our sins.

“Let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which so 
easily ensnares us, and let us 
run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, looking 
unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 
12:1-2).

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

The secret power 
of reading books aloud 

to babies —  part III

If faith is not rooted 
in the truth of God’s 

Word, it has no power

The Wizard of Id

Some of you that read this 
article may already be aware 
of the Final Rule and the pos-
sible impact it could have on 
the Tribble Center and other 
service providers across the 
state. 

The Final Rule is a federal 
regulation that was enacted 

in 2014. The 
rule’s intent is 
to make sure 
that clients 
served by the 
Tribble Center 
and other pro-
viders, who re-
ceive Medicaid 
funding, “have 
full access to 
the benefits of 
community liv-
ing and receive 
services in the 
most integrat-
ed setting.”

 While there are many 
components of the Final Rule, 
many of whom we are in favor 
of, one that brings us concern 
is that nine of our facilities 
have been reviewed and are 
presumed to have the quali-
ties of an institution. 

We have until March 17, 
2022, to overcome these qual-
ities of an institution. If we 
cannot make those changes, 
we will no longer be eligible 
for Medicaid dollars and will 
no longer be able to provide 
Medicaid services in the 
non-compliant settings.

 It amazes me that the Cen-
ters for Medicaid and Medi-
care Services (CMS, the feder-
al agency) and South Carolina 
Department of Health and 
Human Services (SCHHS, 
the state agency) can hold us 
accountable for facilities that 
were constructed 20, 30 and 
more than 40 years ago. 

The Tribble Center Day 
Program’s first building was 
constructed in 1973, and the 
last building on this campus 
was constructed in 1988. We 
were cited because of where 
the Tribble Center is located. 
Six of our homes were cited 
also because of where they 
are located. 

These homes were built 20 
years ago. The apartments 
that were built more than 20 
years ago made the list also 
because of where they are lo-
cated and because no one that 
is not a Medicaid beneficiary 
lives in that complex.

 We will be working with 
staff from South Carolina De-
partment of Disabilities and 
Special Needs to overcome 
those presumed qualities of 
an institution.

 If you have questions about 
the Final Rule and would like 
to speak to me about them, 
please don’t hesitate to call 
me at (864) 885-6055.

 More to come in the future.

JERRY MIZE is the executive director 
of the Tribble Center, which can be 
found online at thetribblecenter.org.

In my July and August columns, I 
discussed the secret power of reading 
books aloud to children.  

For these columns, visit babyread.
org, email me at babyread@charter.
net or mail me at P.O. Box 8184, Sene-

ca, SC 29678.  
This month I quote 

again from Meghan 
Gurdon, who just 
had published “The 
Enchanted Hour: The 
Miraculous Power of 
Reading Aloud in the 
Age of Distraction.”

“Much of the hidden 
power of reading 
aloud has to do with 
those curious eyes and 
that devouring gaze. 
Looking at a book 
with an adult, a child 
increases his/her 

capacity for ‘joint attention,’ noticing 
what others see and following their 
gaze. This phenomenon has a remark-
able tempering power in children. 
It encourages the development of 
executive function, an array of skills 
that includes the ability to remember 
details and to pay attention.”  

Ms. Gurdon cites a colleague who 
says: “Children naturally learn to 
regulate their attention when they are 
focusing on a task they find interest-
ing in a context that is nurturing, 
warm and responsive.” 

This is not a TV or an electronic 
device. This calls for a human being.  

“By contrast, fast-paced TV shows 
have been shown to impair executive 
function in young children after as 
little as nine minutes of viewing. 
Also, children look to adults to see 
where we are looking, so if we are 
glued to our electronic devices (or oth-
erwise occupied), that will draw their 
gaze, too, … Babies are particularly 
perturbed by a mother’s/caregiver’s 
flat or emotionless expression when 
we stare down at text, stare away as 
we talk into our phones, or stare into 
a screen.

“Glancing down to catch a baby’s 
eye when reading a story, meeting a 
child’s inquiring gaze — these simple 
acts bring the child’s brain waves 
into greater synchronization with the 
adults. ... Reading books to children 
has a double effect: it removes the 
negative of screen time while adding 
a terrific positive in the form of skill- 
and brain- building efforts.” 

So balance is needed between all 
your chores and responsibilities and 
when reading aloud to your baby or 
toddler. A lot is going on — for you 
and for your baby. One half hour of 
your reading every day to your baby 
or toddler can help do the magic of 
building his/her brain.

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/ 
caregivers and their children from birth to 2 years, 
when the brain grows the most, and to encourage 
them to read every day to their babies. We read 
(free) twice a month in public libraries and schools. 
We need volunteer readers. To help, contact 
director Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@ 
charter.net or (864) 944-7881 or visit babyread.org. 
Help also by going to smile.amazon.com and put 
in BabyRead as your charity. After that, always go 
to smile. amazon.com, the regular Amazon website 
will come up, and 5 cents of every $100 you spend 
will be donated to BabyRead. 

MY        
ANSWER  |
 
BILLY
GRAHAM

GIVING 
BACK |

JERRY 
MIZE

BABYREAD |

CAREN 
VON HIPPEL

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2019  THE JOURNAL   B3

 | PAGE LABEL ODD |  

 | COMICS/COLUMNISTS |  

The 
Final Rule

Non Sequitur

Wumo

Luann

Bizarro

Cornered

The Flying McCoys

In The Bleachers

Shoe

Thatababy

 |   CROSSWORD ANSWERS |

Question: I have friends 
from many different religions 
that constantly talk to me 
about faith. Some say we have 
to have faith in ourselves, 
others say that we have to have 

faith in spiritu-
al experiences. 
What exactly 
does it all mean? 

— C.F.
Answer: If 

faith is not rooted 
in the truth of 
God’s Word, it 
has no power. It 
will wither like 
a plant out of the 
soil. Power comes 
from the source 
of faith, and that 
is in Christ Jesus 
the Lord. The 

Bible says, “Your faith should 
not be in the wisdom of men 
but in the power of God” (1 Cor-
inthians 2:5). How do we get 
that power? When we humble 
ourselves before God, He gives 
us the gift of faith to believe. 
“So then faith comes by hear-
ing, and hearing by the word of 
God” (Romans 10:17).

The Bible teaches that faith is 
the only approach that we have 
to God. Faith is belief in some-
one greater than ourselves 
and it is Jesus Christ and Him 
alone. No one has sins forgiven, 
no one goes to Heaven; no one 
has assurance of peace and 
contentment, until we exhibit 
faith in Jesus Christ. “But 
without faith it is impossible to 
please Him, for he who comes 
to God must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of 
those who diligently seek Him” 
(Hebrews 11:6).

What does this mean? It 
means that we are convinced 
that Jesus is who He claims to 
be -- God in human flesh, sent 
to save us from our sins.

“Let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which so 
easily ensnares us, and let us 
run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, looking 
unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 
12:1-2).

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

The secret power 
of reading books aloud 

to babies —  part III

If faith is not rooted 
in the truth of God’s 

Word, it has no power

The Wizard of Id

Some of you that read this 
article may already be aware 
of the Final Rule and the pos-
sible impact it could have on 
the Tribble Center and other 
service providers across the 
state. 

The Final Rule is a federal 
regulation that was enacted 

in 2014. The 
rule’s intent is 
to make sure 
that clients 
served by the 
Tribble Center 
and other pro-
viders, who re-
ceive Medicaid 
funding, “have 
full access to 
the benefits of 
community liv-
ing and receive 
services in the 
most integrat-
ed setting.”

 While there are many 
components of the Final Rule, 
many of whom we are in favor 
of, one that brings us concern 
is that nine of our facilities 
have been reviewed and are 
presumed to have the quali-
ties of an institution. 

We have until March 17, 
2022, to overcome these qual-
ities of an institution. If we 
cannot make those changes, 
we will no longer be eligible 
for Medicaid dollars and will 
no longer be able to provide 
Medicaid services in the 
non-compliant settings.

 It amazes me that the Cen-
ters for Medicaid and Medi-
care Services (CMS, the feder-
al agency) and South Carolina 
Department of Health and 
Human Services (SCHHS, 
the state agency) can hold us 
accountable for facilities that 
were constructed 20, 30 and 
more than 40 years ago. 

The Tribble Center Day 
Program’s first building was 
constructed in 1973, and the 
last building on this campus 
was constructed in 1988. We 
were cited because of where 
the Tribble Center is located. 
Six of our homes were cited 
also because of where they 
are located. 

These homes were built 20 
years ago. The apartments 
that were built more than 20 
years ago made the list also 
because of where they are lo-
cated and because no one that 
is not a Medicaid beneficiary 
lives in that complex.

 We will be working with 
staff from South Carolina De-
partment of Disabilities and 
Special Needs to overcome 
those presumed qualities of 
an institution.

 If you have questions about 
the Final Rule and would like 
to speak to me about them, 
please don’t hesitate to call 
me at (864) 885-6055.

 More to come in the future.

JERRY MIZE is the executive director 
of the Tribble Center, which can be 
found online at thetribblecenter.org.

In my July and August columns, I 
discussed the secret power of reading 
books aloud to children.  

For these columns, visit babyread.
org, email me at babyread@charter.
net or mail me at P.O. Box 8184, Sene-

ca, SC 29678.  
This month I quote 

again from Meghan 
Gurdon, who just 
had published “The 
Enchanted Hour: The 
Miraculous Power of 
Reading Aloud in the 
Age of Distraction.”

“Much of the hidden 
power of reading 
aloud has to do with 
those curious eyes and 
that devouring gaze. 
Looking at a book 
with an adult, a child 
increases his/her 

capacity for ‘joint attention,’ noticing 
what others see and following their 
gaze. This phenomenon has a remark-
able tempering power in children. 
It encourages the development of 
executive function, an array of skills 
that includes the ability to remember 
details and to pay attention.”  

Ms. Gurdon cites a colleague who 
says: “Children naturally learn to 
regulate their attention when they are 
focusing on a task they find interest-
ing in a context that is nurturing, 
warm and responsive.” 

This is not a TV or an electronic 
device. This calls for a human being.  

“By contrast, fast-paced TV shows 
have been shown to impair executive 
function in young children after as 
little as nine minutes of viewing. 
Also, children look to adults to see 
where we are looking, so if we are 
glued to our electronic devices (or oth-
erwise occupied), that will draw their 
gaze, too, … Babies are particularly 
perturbed by a mother’s/caregiver’s 
flat or emotionless expression when 
we stare down at text, stare away as 
we talk into our phones, or stare into 
a screen.

“Glancing down to catch a baby’s 
eye when reading a story, meeting a 
child’s inquiring gaze — these simple 
acts bring the child’s brain waves 
into greater synchronization with the 
adults. ... Reading books to children 
has a double effect: it removes the 
negative of screen time while adding 
a terrific positive in the form of skill- 
and brain- building efforts.” 

So balance is needed between all 
your chores and responsibilities and 
when reading aloud to your baby or 
toddler. A lot is going on — for you 
and for your baby. One half hour of 
your reading every day to your baby 
or toddler can help do the magic of 
building his/her brain.

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/ 
caregivers and their children from birth to 2 years, 
when the brain grows the most, and to encourage 
them to read every day to their babies. We read 
(free) twice a month in public libraries and schools. 
We need volunteer readers. To help, contact 
director Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@ 
charter.net or (864) 944-7881 or visit babyread.org. 
Help also by going to smile.amazon.com and put 
in BabyRead as your charity. After that, always go 
to smile. amazon.com, the regular Amazon website 
will come up, and 5 cents of every $100 you spend 
will be donated to BabyRead. 
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Question: Why do Chris-
tians keep saying that Jesus is 
the Prince of Peace when the 
world is in terrible turmoil and 
gets worse with every passing 
day? 

— P.S.
Answer: The Bible is not 

content to leave 
the nature of 
the peace Christ 
purchased for us 
in doubt. It out-
lines peace in the 
clearest sense. 
Christ made 
peace by the 
blood of His cross 
(Colossians 1:20). 
He bore the sins 
of all, so those 
who know Him as 
Savior are no lon-
ger troubled, and 
this brings peace 

beyond all understanding.
For those who do not know 

Him as their Lord and Savior, 
they remain perplexed because 
they look to the world and to 
people to bring peace to their 
weary souls. Christ stands be-
tween holy God and fallen man 
in his strife, rebellion, and 
conflict. He is the only hope 
for peace in the inner spiritual 
warfare of the soul, and for 
that reason also is the only 
hope for social stability.

In a materialistic world 
which has tried to sever diplo-
matic relations with God, we 
have nowhere to retreat except 
within ourselves. We are like 
turtles in a traffic jam — the 
best we can do is to pull our 
heads back into our shells and 
shut our eyes. But that’s a good 
way to get the life crushed out 
of us, as any dead turtle can 
attest.

Where does peacemaking 
begin? How can we become 
peacemakers in our broken, 
nervous, frightened, and dan-
gerous world? We must make 
our peace with God. Those who 
know Him and walk with Him, 
can know His perfect peace in 
the midst of trouble as King Da-
vid did. “I will both lie down in 
peace, and sleep; for You alone, 
O Lord, make me dwell in safe-
ty” (Psalm 4:8). Do not delay in 
making peace with God.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

Don’t put your feet up Christ made peace by 
the blood of His cross

The Wizard of Id

Stacey is a busy mom of three boys, 
ranging in age from 11 to almost 3. 

When the youngest, Mikey, was 
only 9 months old, she, Josiah (now 
6) and Mikey were at a K-4 screen-
ing when she was attracted to the 
BabyRead table. Before long, they 

were meeting with 
Debby, a BabyRead 
volunteer reader, 
twice a month for 
reading sessions. 

In those early 
days, a large por-

tion of each session was occupied 
with finger plays and songs. Howev-
er, before long, Mikey was showing a 
greater interest in books than in the 
activities. He started picking a book 
and handing it to Debby to read. 

During the first year, Josiah often 
attended the sessions, too, and de-
veloped a love of reading. Each time 
they went home from the library, 
he would read the newest book to 
Mikey.  Stacey feels BabyRead is 
partially responsible for the fact 
that Josiah is now reading two years 
above his grade level and, at the end 
of last school year, was recognized by 
an award for his reading. 

However, the tables have turned 
— Mikey now “reads” to the entire 
family, demonstrating a great love of 
his library provided by both Baby-
Read and his grandparents. 

Stacey and Debby both noticed 
when Mikey started showing less 
interest in the “babyish” books he 
was being offered and a preference 
for books with more narrative. This 
led them to focus on and celebrate 
Mikey’s developmental milestones. 

They feel the BabyRead Book 
Committee does an excellent job of 
selecting a wide variety of outstand-
ing children’s books that promote 
early learning skills and foster a life-
long love of reading. BabyRead also 
provided the family with a South 
Carolina Literacy Activity Calendar, 
which they use to track how often 
they read, and to find fun, education-
al and enjoyable activities and crafts. 

BabyRead has had a significant 
impact on both Stacey’s and her 
boys’ lives. Among the influences 
have been weekly trips to the library 
to check out books, and a nightly 
bedtime routine of reading to and 
with the boys. Stacey’s friendship 
with Debby, and Debby’s interest in 
her boys, have also enriched Stacey’s 
life. 

Although both parents have busy 
working lives, their children are 
still their priority and BabyRead has 
helped them to focus a lot of positive 
energy on their intellectual develop-
ment. 

 
BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/
caregivers and their children from birth to 2 
years, when the brain grows the most, and 
to encourage them to read every day to their 
babies. We read (free) twice a month in public 
libraries and schools. We need volunteer read-
ers. To help, contact director Caren von Hippel, 
Ph.D., at babyread@charter.net or (864) 944-
7881 or visit babyread.org. Help also by going 
to smile.amazon.com and put in BabyRead 
as your charity. After that, always go to smile. 
amazon.com, the regular Amazon website will 
come up, and 5 cents of every $100 you spend 
will be donated to BabyRead. 

Dear Annie: Every day, I see kids in the 
front passenger seat with their feet on the 
dashboard.

 This is incredibly dangerous. In a low-im-
pact crash that does not signal air bag deploy-
ment, this body position has moved the seat 
belt, assuming it’s being used, off the waist and 
onto the abdomen, and near the throat. Worse, 
though, is the knees are in completely the 
wrong orientation to flex and move with the 

force of the crash.
 Air bags deploy beginning 

with moderate crashes, de-
fined as hitting a parked car at 
about 20 mph. In other words, 
almost every crash deploys the 
air bags. An air bag deploying 
directly under the feet can 
lead to devastating, life-alter-
ing injuries to the feet, ankles, 
knees, hip and tendons.

 An air bag system must 
detect a crash of enough force 
and then fully deploy the air 
bags in less than 80 milli-
seconds, which is less than 
one-tenth of one second. The 

fundamental point is for the head and torso 
to contact a fully deployed air bag (now an air 
pillow). Contact with the surface of an air bag 
that is still expanding at great speed results in 
facial injuries, as well as possible upper torso 
injuries.

 In fact, on impact, the air bag is already 
deflating. This is why air bags are in no way an 
excuse to not wear seat belts, which slow your 
body’s forward motion until the air bag is fully 
inflated. 

— Concerned Driver
 Dear Concerned Driver: Not only is 

putting your feet on the dashboard incredibly 
dangerous, as your letter points out, it’s also 
unattractive and bad manners. It is on the 
same level of rudeness with putting your feet 
on the table. Yuck.

Dear Annie: Your advice to the woman 
whose sister did not want to quit smoking won’t 
work. Quietly looking into alternatives to quit 
smoking is like giving diets to an overweight 
friend. You lose the weight when YOU decide 
to, and you quit the smokes the same way. 

 As a formerly overweight smoker who lost 
the weight eight years ago, and quit smoking 
25 years ago, I knew I needed to do these things 
long before I actually did them. The sister 
doesn’t need reminders to quit, information on 
how or scolding. She knows she should quit. 
All her sister can really do is ask her not to 
smoke in her presence.

 This is one of those journeys each person 
starts on their own. The time for support is 
after the journey begins. 

— Former Smoker
 Dear Former Smoker: I am printing your 

letter for its personal experience and great 
points. 

Dear Annie: This is regarding the letters 
about getting teenagers to brush their teeth. 
I’ve found that peer pressure is just about 
all that works with teens. If possible, enlist 
another teen to let them know how bad their 
breath smells when they don’t brush — or how 
unpopular they will be romantically with bad 
breath and rotten teeth. These kids are using 
not brushing as a way to maintain control. 
They want to watch the adults in their lives 
dance. The only thing that will work with them 
is if their friends step in with an “EWW!” Been 
there. 

— Savvy Grandma
 Dear Savvy Grandma: You are probably 

correct that peer pressure will be the most 
effective way to get these teens to brush their 
teeth. Thanks for writing.
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Question: Why do Chris-
tians keep saying that Jesus is 
the Prince of Peace when the 
world is in terrible turmoil and 
gets worse with every passing 
day? 

— P.S.
Answer: The Bible is not 

content to leave 
the nature of 
the peace Christ 
purchased for us 
in doubt. It out-
lines peace in the 
clearest sense. 
Christ made 
peace by the 
blood of His cross 
(Colossians 1:20). 
He bore the sins 
of all, so those 
who know Him as 
Savior are no lon-
ger troubled, and 
this brings peace 

beyond all understanding.
For those who do not know 

Him as their Lord and Savior, 
they remain perplexed because 
they look to the world and to 
people to bring peace to their 
weary souls. Christ stands be-
tween holy God and fallen man 
in his strife, rebellion, and 
conflict. He is the only hope 
for peace in the inner spiritual 
warfare of the soul, and for 
that reason also is the only 
hope for social stability.

In a materialistic world 
which has tried to sever diplo-
matic relations with God, we 
have nowhere to retreat except 
within ourselves. We are like 
turtles in a traffic jam — the 
best we can do is to pull our 
heads back into our shells and 
shut our eyes. But that’s a good 
way to get the life crushed out 
of us, as any dead turtle can 
attest.

Where does peacemaking 
begin? How can we become 
peacemakers in our broken, 
nervous, frightened, and dan-
gerous world? We must make 
our peace with God. Those who 
know Him and walk with Him, 
can know His perfect peace in 
the midst of trouble as King Da-
vid did. “I will both lie down in 
peace, and sleep; for You alone, 
O Lord, make me dwell in safe-
ty” (Psalm 4:8). Do not delay in 
making peace with God.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

Don’t put your feet up Christ made peace by 
the blood of His cross

The Wizard of Id

Stacey is a busy mom of three boys, 
ranging in age from 11 to almost 3. 

When the youngest, Mikey, was 
only 9 months old, she, Josiah (now 
6) and Mikey were at a K-4 screen-
ing when she was attracted to the 
BabyRead table. Before long, they 

were meeting with 
Debby, a BabyRead 
volunteer reader, 
twice a month for 
reading sessions. 

In those early 
days, a large por-

tion of each session was occupied 
with finger plays and songs. Howev-
er, before long, Mikey was showing a 
greater interest in books than in the 
activities. He started picking a book 
and handing it to Debby to read. 

During the first year, Josiah often 
attended the sessions, too, and de-
veloped a love of reading. Each time 
they went home from the library, 
he would read the newest book to 
Mikey.  Stacey feels BabyRead is 
partially responsible for the fact 
that Josiah is now reading two years 
above his grade level and, at the end 
of last school year, was recognized by 
an award for his reading. 

However, the tables have turned 
— Mikey now “reads” to the entire 
family, demonstrating a great love of 
his library provided by both Baby-
Read and his grandparents. 

Stacey and Debby both noticed 
when Mikey started showing less 
interest in the “babyish” books he 
was being offered and a preference 
for books with more narrative. This 
led them to focus on and celebrate 
Mikey’s developmental milestones. 

They feel the BabyRead Book 
Committee does an excellent job of 
selecting a wide variety of outstand-
ing children’s books that promote 
early learning skills and foster a life-
long love of reading. BabyRead also 
provided the family with a South 
Carolina Literacy Activity Calendar, 
which they use to track how often 
they read, and to find fun, education-
al and enjoyable activities and crafts. 

BabyRead has had a significant 
impact on both Stacey’s and her 
boys’ lives. Among the influences 
have been weekly trips to the library 
to check out books, and a nightly 
bedtime routine of reading to and 
with the boys. Stacey’s friendship 
with Debby, and Debby’s interest in 
her boys, have also enriched Stacey’s 
life. 

Although both parents have busy 
working lives, their children are 
still their priority and BabyRead has 
helped them to focus a lot of positive 
energy on their intellectual develop-
ment. 

 
BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/
caregivers and their children from birth to 2 
years, when the brain grows the most, and 
to encourage them to read every day to their 
babies. We read (free) twice a month in public 
libraries and schools. We need volunteer read-
ers. To help, contact director Caren von Hippel, 
Ph.D., at babyread@charter.net or (864) 944-
7881 or visit babyread.org. Help also by going 
to smile.amazon.com and put in BabyRead 
as your charity. After that, always go to smile. 
amazon.com, the regular Amazon website will 
come up, and 5 cents of every $100 you spend 
will be donated to BabyRead. 

Dear Annie: Every day, I see kids in the 
front passenger seat with their feet on the 
dashboard.

 This is incredibly dangerous. In a low-im-
pact crash that does not signal air bag deploy-
ment, this body position has moved the seat 
belt, assuming it’s being used, off the waist and 
onto the abdomen, and near the throat. Worse, 
though, is the knees are in completely the 
wrong orientation to flex and move with the 

force of the crash.
 Air bags deploy beginning 

with moderate crashes, de-
fined as hitting a parked car at 
about 20 mph. In other words, 
almost every crash deploys the 
air bags. An air bag deploying 
directly under the feet can 
lead to devastating, life-alter-
ing injuries to the feet, ankles, 
knees, hip and tendons.

 An air bag system must 
detect a crash of enough force 
and then fully deploy the air 
bags in less than 80 milli-
seconds, which is less than 
one-tenth of one second. The 

fundamental point is for the head and torso 
to contact a fully deployed air bag (now an air 
pillow). Contact with the surface of an air bag 
that is still expanding at great speed results in 
facial injuries, as well as possible upper torso 
injuries.

 In fact, on impact, the air bag is already 
deflating. This is why air bags are in no way an 
excuse to not wear seat belts, which slow your 
body’s forward motion until the air bag is fully 
inflated. 

— Concerned Driver
 Dear Concerned Driver: Not only is 

putting your feet on the dashboard incredibly 
dangerous, as your letter points out, it’s also 
unattractive and bad manners. It is on the 
same level of rudeness with putting your feet 
on the table. Yuck.

Dear Annie: Your advice to the woman 
whose sister did not want to quit smoking won’t 
work. Quietly looking into alternatives to quit 
smoking is like giving diets to an overweight 
friend. You lose the weight when YOU decide 
to, and you quit the smokes the same way. 

 As a formerly overweight smoker who lost 
the weight eight years ago, and quit smoking 
25 years ago, I knew I needed to do these things 
long before I actually did them. The sister 
doesn’t need reminders to quit, information on 
how or scolding. She knows she should quit. 
All her sister can really do is ask her not to 
smoke in her presence.

 This is one of those journeys each person 
starts on their own. The time for support is 
after the journey begins. 

— Former Smoker
 Dear Former Smoker: I am printing your 

letter for its personal experience and great 
points. 

Dear Annie: This is regarding the letters 
about getting teenagers to brush their teeth. 
I’ve found that peer pressure is just about 
all that works with teens. If possible, enlist 
another teen to let them know how bad their 
breath smells when they don’t brush — or how 
unpopular they will be romantically with bad 
breath and rotten teeth. These kids are using 
not brushing as a way to maintain control. 
They want to watch the adults in their lives 
dance. The only thing that will work with them 
is if their friends step in with an “EWW!” Been 
there. 

— Savvy Grandma
 Dear Savvy Grandma: You are probably 

correct that peer pressure will be the most 
effective way to get these teens to brush their 
teeth. Thanks for writing.
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Question: Why do Chris-
tians keep saying that Jesus is 
the Prince of Peace when the 
world is in terrible turmoil and 
gets worse with every passing 
day? 

— P.S.
Answer: The Bible is not 

content to leave 
the nature of 
the peace Christ 
purchased for us 
in doubt. It out-
lines peace in the 
clearest sense. 
Christ made 
peace by the 
blood of His cross 
(Colossians 1:20). 
He bore the sins 
of all, so those 
who know Him as 
Savior are no lon-
ger troubled, and 
this brings peace 

beyond all understanding.
For those who do not know 

Him as their Lord and Savior, 
they remain perplexed because 
they look to the world and to 
people to bring peace to their 
weary souls. Christ stands be-
tween holy God and fallen man 
in his strife, rebellion, and 
conflict. He is the only hope 
for peace in the inner spiritual 
warfare of the soul, and for 
that reason also is the only 
hope for social stability.

In a materialistic world 
which has tried to sever diplo-
matic relations with God, we 
have nowhere to retreat except 
within ourselves. We are like 
turtles in a traffic jam — the 
best we can do is to pull our 
heads back into our shells and 
shut our eyes. But that’s a good 
way to get the life crushed out 
of us, as any dead turtle can 
attest.

Where does peacemaking 
begin? How can we become 
peacemakers in our broken, 
nervous, frightened, and dan-
gerous world? We must make 
our peace with God. Those who 
know Him and walk with Him, 
can know His perfect peace in 
the midst of trouble as King Da-
vid did. “I will both lie down in 
peace, and sleep; for You alone, 
O Lord, make me dwell in safe-
ty” (Psalm 4:8). Do not delay in 
making peace with God.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

Don’t put your feet up Christ made peace by 
the blood of His cross

The Wizard of Id

Stacey is a busy mom of three boys, 
ranging in age from 11 to almost 3. 

When the youngest, Mikey, was 
only 9 months old, she, Josiah (now 
6) and Mikey were at a K-4 screen-
ing when she was attracted to the 
BabyRead table. Before long, they 

were meeting with 
Debby, a BabyRead 
volunteer reader, 
twice a month for 
reading sessions. 

In those early 
days, a large por-

tion of each session was occupied 
with finger plays and songs. Howev-
er, before long, Mikey was showing a 
greater interest in books than in the 
activities. He started picking a book 
and handing it to Debby to read. 

During the first year, Josiah often 
attended the sessions, too, and de-
veloped a love of reading. Each time 
they went home from the library, 
he would read the newest book to 
Mikey.  Stacey feels BabyRead is 
partially responsible for the fact 
that Josiah is now reading two years 
above his grade level and, at the end 
of last school year, was recognized by 
an award for his reading. 

However, the tables have turned 
— Mikey now “reads” to the entire 
family, demonstrating a great love of 
his library provided by both Baby-
Read and his grandparents. 

Stacey and Debby both noticed 
when Mikey started showing less 
interest in the “babyish” books he 
was being offered and a preference 
for books with more narrative. This 
led them to focus on and celebrate 
Mikey’s developmental milestones. 

They feel the BabyRead Book 
Committee does an excellent job of 
selecting a wide variety of outstand-
ing children’s books that promote 
early learning skills and foster a life-
long love of reading. BabyRead also 
provided the family with a South 
Carolina Literacy Activity Calendar, 
which they use to track how often 
they read, and to find fun, education-
al and enjoyable activities and crafts. 

BabyRead has had a significant 
impact on both Stacey’s and her 
boys’ lives. Among the influences 
have been weekly trips to the library 
to check out books, and a nightly 
bedtime routine of reading to and 
with the boys. Stacey’s friendship 
with Debby, and Debby’s interest in 
her boys, have also enriched Stacey’s 
life. 

Although both parents have busy 
working lives, their children are 
still their priority and BabyRead has 
helped them to focus a lot of positive 
energy on their intellectual develop-
ment. 

 
BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/
caregivers and their children from birth to 2 
years, when the brain grows the most, and 
to encourage them to read every day to their 
babies. We read (free) twice a month in public 
libraries and schools. We need volunteer read-
ers. To help, contact director Caren von Hippel, 
Ph.D., at babyread@charter.net or (864) 944-
7881 or visit babyread.org. Help also by going 
to smile.amazon.com and put in BabyRead 
as your charity. After that, always go to smile. 
amazon.com, the regular Amazon website will 
come up, and 5 cents of every $100 you spend 
will be donated to BabyRead. 

Dear Annie: Every day, I see kids in the 
front passenger seat with their feet on the 
dashboard.

 This is incredibly dangerous. In a low-im-
pact crash that does not signal air bag deploy-
ment, this body position has moved the seat 
belt, assuming it’s being used, off the waist and 
onto the abdomen, and near the throat. Worse, 
though, is the knees are in completely the 
wrong orientation to flex and move with the 

force of the crash.
 Air bags deploy beginning 

with moderate crashes, de-
fined as hitting a parked car at 
about 20 mph. In other words, 
almost every crash deploys the 
air bags. An air bag deploying 
directly under the feet can 
lead to devastating, life-alter-
ing injuries to the feet, ankles, 
knees, hip and tendons.

 An air bag system must 
detect a crash of enough force 
and then fully deploy the air 
bags in less than 80 milli-
seconds, which is less than 
one-tenth of one second. The 

fundamental point is for the head and torso 
to contact a fully deployed air bag (now an air 
pillow). Contact with the surface of an air bag 
that is still expanding at great speed results in 
facial injuries, as well as possible upper torso 
injuries.

 In fact, on impact, the air bag is already 
deflating. This is why air bags are in no way an 
excuse to not wear seat belts, which slow your 
body’s forward motion until the air bag is fully 
inflated. 

— Concerned Driver
 Dear Concerned Driver: Not only is 

putting your feet on the dashboard incredibly 
dangerous, as your letter points out, it’s also 
unattractive and bad manners. It is on the 
same level of rudeness with putting your feet 
on the table. Yuck.

Dear Annie: Your advice to the woman 
whose sister did not want to quit smoking won’t 
work. Quietly looking into alternatives to quit 
smoking is like giving diets to an overweight 
friend. You lose the weight when YOU decide 
to, and you quit the smokes the same way. 

 As a formerly overweight smoker who lost 
the weight eight years ago, and quit smoking 
25 years ago, I knew I needed to do these things 
long before I actually did them. The sister 
doesn’t need reminders to quit, information on 
how or scolding. She knows she should quit. 
All her sister can really do is ask her not to 
smoke in her presence.

 This is one of those journeys each person 
starts on their own. The time for support is 
after the journey begins. 

— Former Smoker
 Dear Former Smoker: I am printing your 

letter for its personal experience and great 
points. 

Dear Annie: This is regarding the letters 
about getting teenagers to brush their teeth. 
I’ve found that peer pressure is just about 
all that works with teens. If possible, enlist 
another teen to let them know how bad their 
breath smells when they don’t brush — or how 
unpopular they will be romantically with bad 
breath and rotten teeth. These kids are using 
not brushing as a way to maintain control. 
They want to watch the adults in their lives 
dance. The only thing that will work with them 
is if their friends step in with an “EWW!” Been 
there. 

— Savvy Grandma
 Dear Savvy Grandma: You are probably 

correct that peer pressure will be the most 
effective way to get these teens to brush their 
teeth. Thanks for writing.
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Question: What can I tell my 
buddy who is interested in Jesus 
but wants no part in having to 
give up the fun things in life in 

order to follow 
Him? 

— F.D.
Answer: We 

shouldn’t make 
the mistake of 
thinking that the 
Christian life 
is negative in a 
way that suggests 
we must give up 
everything we 
enjoy. While the 
Bible tells us what 
we shouldn’t do, in 
order to live life to 
the fullest and in 

obedience to God (as in the Ten 
Commandments, Exodus 20), the 
Bible also tells us what to do, as 
in the beautiful message Jesus 
preached, known as the Beati-
tudes (Matthew 5).

The same Jesus that said, “Go 
and sin no more,” is the same 
Jesus that said to His followers: 
I want you to be full of joy (John 
15:11). God wants to give us that 
same quality of life.

When God takes away a sinful 
habit, He replaces it with a 
better way of living. When He 
takes away gossip or cursing, He 
replaces them with words of love 
and encouragement. God doesn’t 
just want to remove the bad 
things in our lives; He wants to 
replace them with His goodness; 
to remake us from within.

Those who imagine that the 
Christian life is negative and 
cheerless and dull, they are 
gravely mistaken. God never 
removes something from our 
lives without replacing it with 
something far better. It might 
not seem so at the time, but we 
later marvel at God’s wisdom 
and goodness.

Obey Him and heed what the 
Bible says: “Do not be conformed 
to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind” 
(Romans 12:2). This is good and 
acceptable to God in Heaven 
and this is what gives us the 
strength to live a joyful life.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

Sick of living 
in hoarder house

God never removes 
something from our 

lives without replacing 
it with something better

The Wizard of Id

Learning is everywhere — the 
kitchen, the bedroom, in the super-
market and while you’re doing the 
laundry, are in the bathroom and 
living room, in the car, on the bus 
and outside in the world!

Reading books to your baby and 
talking about the world around her, 

right from birth, 
will make your 
baby smarter and 
prepared for school 
and life. Put your 
baby on your lap 
and your arms 
around him/her 
as you read a book. 
This is critical 
bonding experience 
for mother/care-
givers and child.

After all, you 
are not teaching 
your infant how to 
read, but you are 

developing an ease and, hopefully, 
a love of reading and pre-literacy 
skills — like that in English you 
read from left to right and that the 
writing under the pictures describe 
the pictures.

While you are in the kitchen, let 
him share the smells of what you are 
cooking. Let her smell the spice you 
are putting in the sauce, tell her the 
names of the fruits and vegetables, 
point out shapes and colors to her 
and explain what you are doing.

With toddlers, make fun instru-
ments from pots and pans or two 
saucepan lids for cymbals. Together, 
play a song. Can you play a loud and 
soft sound? What types of sounds 
are made if she bangs hard, or soft, 
on the saucepan with a spoon? Give 
your baby names for everything you 
and she are doing in the kitchen.

Read to your baby in the kitchen. 
There are specific books that focus 
on food and eating, like “The Hungry 
Caterpillar” by Eric Carle or his 
book “Pancakes! Pancakes!”  While it 
certainly helps very young children 
to associate words with things when 
you read them a story about some-
thing you are doing and can show 
him the object, the most important 
thing is talking to your child about 
the world around him and reading to 
him, regularly, every day.

In the bedroom, or as you dress 
your baby, tell him about what you 
are doing as you’re doing it. Tell her 
“The shirt goes over the head, one 
arm in, another arm in, and then 
cover the belly.” Let your toddler 
pick out his clothes or at least pick 
one item. Ask her to identify where 
different items of clothing belong on 
the body. Ask him to name his body 
parts — head, ears, nose, shoulder, 
feet.  

— Excerpted from learning-is-every-
where.com

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/ 
caregivers and their children from birth to 
2 years and to encourage reading to babies 
every day. We read (free) twice a month 
in public libraries and schools. We need volun-
teer readers. To help, contact director Caren 
von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@charter.net 
or (864) 643-8083 or visit babyread.org. Help 
also by going to smile.amazon.com. Put in 
BabyRead as your charity. After that, always 
go to smile. amazon.com, the regular Amazon 
website will come up, and 5 cents of every 
$100 you spend will be donated to BabyRead. 

Dear Annie: My wife does not work outside 
the home. We have hired help to take care of the 
house cleaning and yard work. She cooks some-
times but more often she buys prepared food. She 
does not do my laundry. She does not pay our 
bills. There are not many demands on her time. 

 My wife is a hoarder. With a great deal of effort, 
I’ve been able to persuade her to confine her 

mess mostly to the rooms in the 
upstairs of our two-story house. 
Still, it is a struggle. It has been 
particularly frustrating to tell 
relatives when they visit from out 
of town — hers and mine — that 
they cannot stay with us. 

 From the outside, we appear to 
have a large beautiful home. The 
upstairs, however, is uninhab-
itable because of her hoarding. 
Our relatives simply do not 
understand why they cannot stay 
with us when they come to town, 
particularly when they can see 
what a beautiful home we seem 
to have. These relatives have 

hosted us as their guests in their home, and yet 
we tell them that we cannot reciprocate. That is 
embarrassing to me. 

 Recently, our son asked to visit us, bringing 
along our adorable grandchildren. They live out 
of state. We have been to their home many times, 
but our grandchildren had never visited us. Our 
son has not been in our home in more than six 
years, and he does not know the extent of my 
wife’s hoarding. Still, I was delighted to hear they 
wanted to visit, and I said yes. 

 My wife is angry. She says I “set her up” and 
that I should not have agreed that my son and our 
grandchildren could stay with us. She is trying 
to make me feel bad about all this when I feel like 
this is her problem, not mine. I want my son and 
my grandchildren to visit. I hate the way our 
house looks because of her hoarding, but I really 
don’t see this as my fault, and I’d rather they visit 
than not. 

 Am I missing something? 
— Married to a Hoarder
 Dear Married: You’re not missing anything. 

You’ve just got a healthy perspective on an 
unhealthy situation. You were right to invite 
your son and grandchildren to stay. To disallow 
houseguests would be to enable your wife’s hoard-
ing behavior. 

 Often hoarding occurs as a symptom of ob-
sessive-compulsive disorder, which could be the 
case for your wife. Try to be compassionate and 
patient, and encourage her to seek professional 
help. Therapy could help her get to the underlying 
cause of the hoarding, whatever it might be. You 
can learn more about hoarding (including how to 
stage an intervention) at https://hoarding.iocdf.
org.

Dear Annie: Here’s a suggestion for seniors. 
If you live alone, please find a friend who you can 
email daily just to let them know that you haven’t 
fallen or hurt yourself. A dear friend had fallen 
and was alone, on the floor, for three days before 
we went to see why she was so quiet. 

It doesn’t need to be anything more than “good 
morning” on the subject line. But at least someone 
knows you are OK. 

— Single Senior
 Dear Single Senior: What a nightmare for 

your dear friend. Thank goodness she had people 
who cared enough to go check up on her. The bud-
dy system you suggest is a valuable and potential-
ly lifesaving idea. I’d also recommend that seniors 
who live alone invest in a medical alert system, 
such as MobileHelp, Medical Guardian or Bay 
Alarm Medical. 

 For help determining which system is best for 
you, see the article on aarp.org titled “How to 
Choose a Medical Alert System” and speak with 
your doctor.
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creators.com.

DEAR 
ANNIE  |
 
ANNIE 
LANE

MY        
ANSWER  |
 
BILLY
GRAHAM

BABYREAD |

CAREN 
VON HIPPEL

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2019  THE JOURNAL   B3

 | PAGE LABEL ODD |  

 | COMICS/COLUMNISTS |  

Learning 
is everywhere

Non Sequitur

Wumo

Luann

Bizarro

Cornered

The Flying McCoys

In The Bleachers

Shoe

Thatababy

 |   CROSSWORD ANSWERS |

Question: What can I tell my 
buddy who is interested in Jesus 
but wants no part in having to 
give up the fun things in life in 

order to follow 
Him? 

— F.D.
Answer: We 

shouldn’t make 
the mistake of 
thinking that the 
Christian life 
is negative in a 
way that suggests 
we must give up 
everything we 
enjoy. While the 
Bible tells us what 
we shouldn’t do, in 
order to live life to 
the fullest and in 

obedience to God (as in the Ten 
Commandments, Exodus 20), the 
Bible also tells us what to do, as 
in the beautiful message Jesus 
preached, known as the Beati-
tudes (Matthew 5).

The same Jesus that said, “Go 
and sin no more,” is the same 
Jesus that said to His followers: 
I want you to be full of joy (John 
15:11). God wants to give us that 
same quality of life.

When God takes away a sinful 
habit, He replaces it with a 
better way of living. When He 
takes away gossip or cursing, He 
replaces them with words of love 
and encouragement. God doesn’t 
just want to remove the bad 
things in our lives; He wants to 
replace them with His goodness; 
to remake us from within.

Those who imagine that the 
Christian life is negative and 
cheerless and dull, they are 
gravely mistaken. God never 
removes something from our 
lives without replacing it with 
something far better. It might 
not seem so at the time, but we 
later marvel at God’s wisdom 
and goodness.

Obey Him and heed what the 
Bible says: “Do not be conformed 
to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind” 
(Romans 12:2). This is good and 
acceptable to God in Heaven 
and this is what gives us the 
strength to live a joyful life.

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

Sick of living 
in hoarder house

God never removes 
something from our 

lives without replacing 
it with something better

The Wizard of Id

Learning is everywhere — the 
kitchen, the bedroom, in the super-
market and while you’re doing the 
laundry, are in the bathroom and 
living room, in the car, on the bus 
and outside in the world!

Reading books to your baby and 
talking about the world around her, 

right from birth, 
will make your 
baby smarter and 
prepared for school 
and life. Put your 
baby on your lap 
and your arms 
around him/her 
as you read a book. 
This is critical 
bonding experience 
for mother/care-
givers and child.

After all, you 
are not teaching 
your infant how to 
read, but you are 

developing an ease and, hopefully, 
a love of reading and pre-literacy 
skills — like that in English you 
read from left to right and that the 
writing under the pictures describe 
the pictures.

While you are in the kitchen, let 
him share the smells of what you are 
cooking. Let her smell the spice you 
are putting in the sauce, tell her the 
names of the fruits and vegetables, 
point out shapes and colors to her 
and explain what you are doing.

With toddlers, make fun instru-
ments from pots and pans or two 
saucepan lids for cymbals. Together, 
play a song. Can you play a loud and 
soft sound? What types of sounds 
are made if she bangs hard, or soft, 
on the saucepan with a spoon? Give 
your baby names for everything you 
and she are doing in the kitchen.

Read to your baby in the kitchen. 
There are specific books that focus 
on food and eating, like “The Hungry 
Caterpillar” by Eric Carle or his 
book “Pancakes! Pancakes!”  While it 
certainly helps very young children 
to associate words with things when 
you read them a story about some-
thing you are doing and can show 
him the object, the most important 
thing is talking to your child about 
the world around him and reading to 
him, regularly, every day.

In the bedroom, or as you dress 
your baby, tell him about what you 
are doing as you’re doing it. Tell her 
“The shirt goes over the head, one 
arm in, another arm in, and then 
cover the belly.” Let your toddler 
pick out his clothes or at least pick 
one item. Ask her to identify where 
different items of clothing belong on 
the body. Ask him to name his body 
parts — head, ears, nose, shoulder, 
feet.  

— Excerpted from learning-is-every-
where.com

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/ 
caregivers and their children from birth to 
2 years and to encourage reading to babies 
every day. We read (free) twice a month 
in public libraries and schools. We need volun-
teer readers. To help, contact director Caren 
von Hippel, Ph.D., at babyread@charter.net 
or (864) 643-8083 or visit babyread.org. Help 
also by going to smile.amazon.com. Put in 
BabyRead as your charity. After that, always 
go to smile. amazon.com, the regular Amazon 
website will come up, and 5 cents of every 
$100 you spend will be donated to BabyRead. 

Dear Annie: My wife does not work outside 
the home. We have hired help to take care of the 
house cleaning and yard work. She cooks some-
times but more often she buys prepared food. She 
does not do my laundry. She does not pay our 
bills. There are not many demands on her time. 

 My wife is a hoarder. With a great deal of effort, 
I’ve been able to persuade her to confine her 

mess mostly to the rooms in the 
upstairs of our two-story house. 
Still, it is a struggle. It has been 
particularly frustrating to tell 
relatives when they visit from out 
of town — hers and mine — that 
they cannot stay with us. 

 From the outside, we appear to 
have a large beautiful home. The 
upstairs, however, is uninhab-
itable because of her hoarding. 
Our relatives simply do not 
understand why they cannot stay 
with us when they come to town, 
particularly when they can see 
what a beautiful home we seem 
to have. These relatives have 

hosted us as their guests in their home, and yet 
we tell them that we cannot reciprocate. That is 
embarrassing to me. 

 Recently, our son asked to visit us, bringing 
along our adorable grandchildren. They live out 
of state. We have been to their home many times, 
but our grandchildren had never visited us. Our 
son has not been in our home in more than six 
years, and he does not know the extent of my 
wife’s hoarding. Still, I was delighted to hear they 
wanted to visit, and I said yes. 

 My wife is angry. She says I “set her up” and 
that I should not have agreed that my son and our 
grandchildren could stay with us. She is trying 
to make me feel bad about all this when I feel like 
this is her problem, not mine. I want my son and 
my grandchildren to visit. I hate the way our 
house looks because of her hoarding, but I really 
don’t see this as my fault, and I’d rather they visit 
than not. 

 Am I missing something? 
— Married to a Hoarder
 Dear Married: You’re not missing anything. 

You’ve just got a healthy perspective on an 
unhealthy situation. You were right to invite 
your son and grandchildren to stay. To disallow 
houseguests would be to enable your wife’s hoard-
ing behavior. 

 Often hoarding occurs as a symptom of ob-
sessive-compulsive disorder, which could be the 
case for your wife. Try to be compassionate and 
patient, and encourage her to seek professional 
help. Therapy could help her get to the underlying 
cause of the hoarding, whatever it might be. You 
can learn more about hoarding (including how to 
stage an intervention) at https://hoarding.iocdf.
org.

Dear Annie: Here’s a suggestion for seniors. 
If you live alone, please find a friend who you can 
email daily just to let them know that you haven’t 
fallen or hurt yourself. A dear friend had fallen 
and was alone, on the floor, for three days before 
we went to see why she was so quiet. 

It doesn’t need to be anything more than “good 
morning” on the subject line. But at least someone 
knows you are OK. 

— Single Senior
 Dear Single Senior: What a nightmare for 

your dear friend. Thank goodness she had people 
who cared enough to go check up on her. The bud-
dy system you suggest is a valuable and potential-
ly lifesaving idea. I’d also recommend that seniors 
who live alone invest in a medical alert system, 
such as MobileHelp, Medical Guardian or Bay 
Alarm Medical. 

 For help determining which system is best for 
you, see the article on aarp.org titled “How to 
Choose a Medical Alert System” and speak with 
your doctor.
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obedience to God (as in the Ten 
Commandments, Exodus 20), the 
Bible also tells us what to do, as 
in the beautiful message Jesus 
preached, known as the Beati-
tudes (Matthew 5).

The same Jesus that said, “Go 
and sin no more,” is the same 
Jesus that said to His followers: 
I want you to be full of joy (John 
15:11). God wants to give us that 
same quality of life.

When God takes away a sinful 
habit, He replaces it with a 
better way of living. When He 
takes away gossip or cursing, He 
replaces them with words of love 
and encouragement. God doesn’t 
just want to remove the bad 
things in our lives; He wants to 
replace them with His goodness; 
to remake us from within.

Those who imagine that the 
Christian life is negative and 
cheerless and dull, they are 
gravely mistaken. God never 
removes something from our 
lives without replacing it with 
something far better. It might 
not seem so at the time, but we 
later marvel at God’s wisdom 
and goodness.

Obey Him and heed what the 
Bible says: “Do not be conformed 
to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind” 
(Romans 12:2). This is good and 
acceptable to God in Heaven 
and this is what gives us the 
strength to live a joyful life.
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words and writings of the late 
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prepared for school 
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This is critical 
bonding experience 
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soft sound? What types of sounds 
are made if she bangs hard, or soft, 
on the saucepan with a spoon? Give 
your baby names for everything you 
and she are doing in the kitchen.
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There are specific books that focus 
on food and eating, like “The Hungry 
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book “Pancakes! Pancakes!”  While it 
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thing you are doing and can show 
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thing is talking to your child about 
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In the bedroom, or as you dress 
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pick out his clothes or at least pick 
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where.com
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times but more often she buys prepared food. She 
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bills. There are not many demands on her time. 

 My wife is a hoarder. With a great deal of effort, 
I’ve been able to persuade her to confine her 

mess mostly to the rooms in the 
upstairs of our two-story house. 
Still, it is a struggle. It has been 
particularly frustrating to tell 
relatives when they visit from out 
of town — hers and mine — that 
they cannot stay with us. 

 From the outside, we appear to 
have a large beautiful home. The 
upstairs, however, is uninhab-
itable because of her hoarding. 
Our relatives simply do not 
understand why they cannot stay 
with us when they come to town, 
particularly when they can see 
what a beautiful home we seem 
to have. These relatives have 

hosted us as their guests in their home, and yet 
we tell them that we cannot reciprocate. That is 
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 Recently, our son asked to visit us, bringing 
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that I should not have agreed that my son and our 
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to make me feel bad about all this when I feel like 
this is her problem, not mine. I want my son and 
my grandchildren to visit. I hate the way our 
house looks because of her hoarding, but I really 
don’t see this as my fault, and I’d rather they visit 
than not. 

 Am I missing something? 
— Married to a Hoarder
 Dear Married: You’re not missing anything. 
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help. Therapy could help her get to the underlying 
cause of the hoarding, whatever it might be. You 
can learn more about hoarding (including how to 
stage an intervention) at https://hoarding.iocdf.
org.
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and was alone, on the floor, for three days before 
we went to see why she was so quiet. 

It doesn’t need to be anything more than “good 
morning” on the subject line. But at least someone 
knows you are OK. 

— Single Senior
 Dear Single Senior: What a nightmare for 

your dear friend. Thank goodness she had people 
who cared enough to go check up on her. The bud-
dy system you suggest is a valuable and potential-
ly lifesaving idea. I’d also recommend that seniors 
who live alone invest in a medical alert system, 
such as MobileHelp, Medical Guardian or Bay 
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 For help determining which system is best for 
you, see the article on aarp.org titled “How to 
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Question: Why do Christians 
always talk about the Second 
Coming of Christ? Isn’t that 
the same as escapism that they 
claim is dangerous for others to 
practice, and why do they think 

that Christ coming 
back again will 
solve anything? 

— F.F.
Answer: C.S. 

Lewis once said, 
“A continual look-
ing forward to the 
eternal world is 
not, as some mod-
ern people think, a 
form of escapism, 
but one of the 
things a Christian 
is meant to do. It 
does not mean that 
we are to leave the 

present world as it is. History 
records that Christians who did 
most for the present world were 
those who thought most of the 
next. Aim at Heaven and you will 
get earth thrown in. Aim at earth 
and you will get neither.”

Jesus promised to return 
to this earth. Christians look 
forward to that day with antici-
pation. The salvation of society 
in the reordering of man’s social 
institutions, consistent with the 
abolition of social injustice, war, 
poverty, and disease, will be tak-
en out of man’s hands. It won’t be 
achieved by education, evolution, 
politics, technology, military 
power, or science. Nor will it be 
achieved by a universal church 
that can influence legislation in 
the parliaments and congresses 
of nations, so as to produce such 
benevolent acts of men that all 
hate, evil, and sin will be abol-
ished.

The salvation of society will 
come about by the powers and 
forces released by the return of 
Jesus Christ. It will be the proph-
esied fulfillment of redemption 
applied to every phase of human 
life and national existence. The 
second coming of Christ will 
be so revolutionary that it will 
change every aspect of life on 
this planet. Christ will reign in 
righteousness. Disease will be 
arrested, death modified, war 
abolished, and nature changed. 
Mankind will live as it was origi-
nally intended. 

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

Money changes people The second coming 
of Christ will 

be revolutionary

The Wizard of Id

Learning is everywhere — the 
kitchen, the bedroom, in the grocery 
store, while you’re doing the laun-
dry, are in the bathroom and living 
room, in the car and on the bus and 
outside in the world!  

In my October column, I talked 
about learning in the kitchen and 

made a few com-
ments about the 
bedroom in the 
November column.

Reading and 
talking to your baby 
right from birth 
will make your baby 
smarter and ready 
for school and life. 
Put your baby on 
your lap and your 
arms around him/
her as you read a 
book. This is critical 
— it is a bonding ex-
perience for mother/

caregivers and child. After all, you 
are not teaching your infant how to 
read, but you are developing an ease 
and, hopefully, a love of reading.  

When reading to young children, 
you are developing pre-literacy 
skills — like which way the pages 
turn, that the writing under the 
pictures describe the pictures, that 
print goes from left to right in En-
glish and up and down on the page, 
phonemic awareness, that is, aware-
ness of sounds and their differences 
(“silly” and “lily,” “dog” and “fog”) 
and knowledge of the alphabet.

In the kitchen, talk about what you 
are cooking — the ingredients, the 
spices.  Give you child pots and pans 
to play with and their names.

Bedtime is a perfect opportunity 
to read your baby or toddler a story. 
Your child is tired, and reading 
aloud is a relaxing way of winding 
down, perhaps after a bath. You can 
just make up a story or there are 
many good bedtime story books, 
such as: “Goodnight Moon” by 
Margaret Brown and “Good Night 
My Love” by Sondra Magsamen. Use 
songs and music in your baby’s bed-
room while dressing him, playing or 
while cleaning up toys.  Sing songs 
— ones you know, nursery rhymes 
or make up the song.

In the bedroom talk about what 
you are doing as you do it: “The 
shirt goes over the head, one arm in, 
another arm in, and then cover the 
belly.” Let your toddler pick out his 
clothes or at least pick one item. Ask 
her to identify where different items 
of clothing belong on the body. Ask 
him to name his body parts — head, 
ears, nose, shoulders, hands, feet. 
(Excerpted from learning-is-every-
where.com.)

Read anything to your child.  Just 
read every day!

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/
caregivers and their children from birth to 2 
years, when the brain grows the most, and to en-
courage them to read every day to their babies. 
We read (free) twice a month in public libraries 
and schools. We need volunteer readers. To 
help, contact director Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., 
at babyread@charter.net or (864) 643-8083 or 
visit babyread.org. Help also by going to smile.
amazon.com. Put in BabyRead as your charity. 
After that, always go to smile. amazon.com, the 
regular Amazon website will come up, and 5 
cents of every $100 you spend will be donated 
to BabyRead. 

Dear Annie: My wife of more than 31 
years recently passed away. She had three 
children from a previous marriage. We had 
none. She left behind a large sum of money 
from her savings and IRA for them. Her 
eldest son has a mental condition, and most 
of his needs are met by the state of New York 
and Social Security. Her youngest son has 
an intermittent drug problem. Her middle 
son conned us by acting like the responsible 

son. She trusted him to look 
after his two brothers and to 
split all her money equally 
and empowered the middle 
son to act as her agent after 
she was gone. 

 I had begun to be sus-
picious of him when, as 
she was dying, he took an 
unhealthy interest in her 
finances. Long story short, 
right after she passed away, 
he looted all her accounts for 
himself, telling his younger 
brother that she left no mon-
ey for anyone. Surprisingly, 
my wife’s sister (a real loser, 

as it turned out) backed up this lie. 
 I set him straight, showing him exactly 

what she had left behind for all three of her 
sons. Unfortunately, nothing can be done. 
This is a warning to anyone who feels they 
can trust someone when it comes to money. 
Money changes people. I advise all people 
with significant funds to be disbursed to 
then set up a trust and appoint an impartial 
executor or trustee. My wife is probably 
spinning so much in her urn it that looks 
like a cyclone in there. 

— Husband of the Betrayed. 
 Dear Husband: I appreciate your shar-

ing your wisdom; I’m just sorry it was so 
hard-earned. How terrible to lose your 
beloved partner of more than 30 years and 
then watch the ones she trusted behave in 
such disappointing ways. 

 It’s worth consulting an attorney, if you 
haven’t already, to verify that there isn’t 
anything that can be done. Whatever the 
outcome, your dishonest stepson is the less-
er for it. Those who put money before family 
will never know what it is to truly be rich in 
the way that counts. I am so sorry for your 
loss. 

Dear Annie: Regarding dating married 
men: I’ve been there. I was 22, and he was 37. 
He was very good-looking, had a great job, 
lived in the suburbs ... and had a terrible 
marriage. He saw me as the hippie — living 
the life that he missed. He and I would spend 
time together and take long walks, go for 
drinks, have a great physical relationship, 
etc. Then he would go home to his wife and 
kids, to the mortgage, the bills, etc. In other 
words, he would go home to real life!

 I was his escape, his fantasy, his vacation. 
We didn’t end up together — though his mar-
riage eventually broke up because his wife 
found out about the revolving door of women 
in his life. If you think that you have a per-
manent relationship with a married man, 
then give him an ultimatum and a deadline. 
I guarantee you that he will find many rea-
sons to not follow through. If he does follow 
through and you commit to forever, eventu-
ally you will be his middle-aged wife with 
the burdens of real life. Then, he will, again, 
need an escape. And there will be “the you 
that you were when he first found you” wait-
ing to give him a shoulder to cry on. 

— Been There, Done That
Dear Been There: If your letter convinc-

es even one person to stop waiting for him to 
leave his wife (or her to leave his husband), 
it will have done good work. Thanks for 
writing.
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the same as escapism that they 
claim is dangerous for others to 
practice, and why do they think 

that Christ coming 
back again will 
solve anything? 

— F.F.
Answer: C.S. 
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ing forward to the 
eternal world is 
not, as some mod-
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form of escapism, 
but one of the 
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is meant to do. It 
does not mean that 
we are to leave the 

present world as it is. History 
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most for the present world were 
those who thought most of the 
next. Aim at Heaven and you will 
get earth thrown in. Aim at earth 
and you will get neither.”

Jesus promised to return 
to this earth. Christians look 
forward to that day with antici-
pation. The salvation of society 
in the reordering of man’s social 
institutions, consistent with the 
abolition of social injustice, war, 
poverty, and disease, will be tak-
en out of man’s hands. It won’t be 
achieved by education, evolution, 
politics, technology, military 
power, or science. Nor will it be 
achieved by a universal church 
that can influence legislation in 
the parliaments and congresses 
of nations, so as to produce such 
benevolent acts of men that all 
hate, evil, and sin will be abol-
ished.

The salvation of society will 
come about by the powers and 
forces released by the return of 
Jesus Christ. It will be the proph-
esied fulfillment of redemption 
applied to every phase of human 
life and national existence. The 
second coming of Christ will 
be so revolutionary that it will 
change every aspect of life on 
this planet. Christ will reign in 
righteousness. Disease will be 
arrested, death modified, war 
abolished, and nature changed. 
Mankind will live as it was origi-
nally intended. 

(This column is based on the 
words and writings of the late 
Rev. Billy Graham.)

Money changes people The second coming 
of Christ will 

be revolutionary

The Wizard of Id

Learning is everywhere — the 
kitchen, the bedroom, in the grocery 
store, while you’re doing the laun-
dry, are in the bathroom and living 
room, in the car and on the bus and 
outside in the world!  

In my October column, I talked 
about learning in the kitchen and 

made a few com-
ments about the 
bedroom in the 
November column.

Reading and 
talking to your baby 
right from birth 
will make your baby 
smarter and ready 
for school and life. 
Put your baby on 
your lap and your 
arms around him/
her as you read a 
book. This is critical 
— it is a bonding ex-
perience for mother/

caregivers and child. After all, you 
are not teaching your infant how to 
read, but you are developing an ease 
and, hopefully, a love of reading.  

When reading to young children, 
you are developing pre-literacy 
skills — like which way the pages 
turn, that the writing under the 
pictures describe the pictures, that 
print goes from left to right in En-
glish and up and down on the page, 
phonemic awareness, that is, aware-
ness of sounds and their differences 
(“silly” and “lily,” “dog” and “fog”) 
and knowledge of the alphabet.

In the kitchen, talk about what you 
are cooking — the ingredients, the 
spices.  Give you child pots and pans 
to play with and their names.

Bedtime is a perfect opportunity 
to read your baby or toddler a story. 
Your child is tired, and reading 
aloud is a relaxing way of winding 
down, perhaps after a bath. You can 
just make up a story or there are 
many good bedtime story books, 
such as: “Goodnight Moon” by 
Margaret Brown and “Good Night 
My Love” by Sondra Magsamen. Use 
songs and music in your baby’s bed-
room while dressing him, playing or 
while cleaning up toys.  Sing songs 
— ones you know, nursery rhymes 
or make up the song.

In the bedroom talk about what 
you are doing as you do it: “The 
shirt goes over the head, one arm in, 
another arm in, and then cover the 
belly.” Let your toddler pick out his 
clothes or at least pick one item. Ask 
her to identify where different items 
of clothing belong on the body. Ask 
him to name his body parts — head, 
ears, nose, shoulders, hands, feet. 
(Excerpted from learning-is-every-
where.com.)

Read anything to your child.  Just 
read every day!

BABYREAD’S GOAL is to read with moms/
caregivers and their children from birth to 2 
years, when the brain grows the most, and to en-
courage them to read every day to their babies. 
We read (free) twice a month in public libraries 
and schools. We need volunteer readers. To 
help, contact director Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., 
at babyread@charter.net or (864) 643-8083 or 
visit babyread.org. Help also by going to smile.
amazon.com. Put in BabyRead as your charity. 
After that, always go to smile. amazon.com, the 
regular Amazon website will come up, and 5 
cents of every $100 you spend will be donated 
to BabyRead. 

Dear Annie: My wife of more than 31 
years recently passed away. She had three 
children from a previous marriage. We had 
none. She left behind a large sum of money 
from her savings and IRA for them. Her 
eldest son has a mental condition, and most 
of his needs are met by the state of New York 
and Social Security. Her youngest son has 
an intermittent drug problem. Her middle 
son conned us by acting like the responsible 

son. She trusted him to look 
after his two brothers and to 
split all her money equally 
and empowered the middle 
son to act as her agent after 
she was gone. 

 I had begun to be sus-
picious of him when, as 
she was dying, he took an 
unhealthy interest in her 
finances. Long story short, 
right after she passed away, 
he looted all her accounts for 
himself, telling his younger 
brother that she left no mon-
ey for anyone. Surprisingly, 
my wife’s sister (a real loser, 

as it turned out) backed up this lie. 
 I set him straight, showing him exactly 

what she had left behind for all three of her 
sons. Unfortunately, nothing can be done. 
This is a warning to anyone who feels they 
can trust someone when it comes to money. 
Money changes people. I advise all people 
with significant funds to be disbursed to 
then set up a trust and appoint an impartial 
executor or trustee. My wife is probably 
spinning so much in her urn it that looks 
like a cyclone in there. 

— Husband of the Betrayed. 
 Dear Husband: I appreciate your shar-

ing your wisdom; I’m just sorry it was so 
hard-earned. How terrible to lose your 
beloved partner of more than 30 years and 
then watch the ones she trusted behave in 
such disappointing ways. 

 It’s worth consulting an attorney, if you 
haven’t already, to verify that there isn’t 
anything that can be done. Whatever the 
outcome, your dishonest stepson is the less-
er for it. Those who put money before family 
will never know what it is to truly be rich in 
the way that counts. I am so sorry for your 
loss. 

Dear Annie: Regarding dating married 
men: I’ve been there. I was 22, and he was 37. 
He was very good-looking, had a great job, 
lived in the suburbs ... and had a terrible 
marriage. He saw me as the hippie — living 
the life that he missed. He and I would spend 
time together and take long walks, go for 
drinks, have a great physical relationship, 
etc. Then he would go home to his wife and 
kids, to the mortgage, the bills, etc. In other 
words, he would go home to real life!

 I was his escape, his fantasy, his vacation. 
We didn’t end up together — though his mar-
riage eventually broke up because his wife 
found out about the revolving door of women 
in his life. If you think that you have a per-
manent relationship with a married man, 
then give him an ultimatum and a deadline. 
I guarantee you that he will find many rea-
sons to not follow through. If he does follow 
through and you commit to forever, eventu-
ally you will be his middle-aged wife with 
the burdens of real life. Then, he will, again, 
need an escape. And there will be “the you 
that you were when he first found you” wait-
ing to give him a shoulder to cry on. 

— Been There, Done That
Dear Been There: If your letter convinc-

es even one person to stop waiting for him to 
leave his wife (or her to leave his husband), 
it will have done good work. Thanks for 
writing.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.
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always talk about the Second 
Coming of Christ? Isn’t that 
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claim is dangerous for others to 
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that Christ coming 
back again will 
solve anything? 
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politics, technology, military 
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achieved by a universal church 
that can influence legislation in 
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of nations, so as to produce such 
benevolent acts of men that all 
hate, evil, and sin will be abol-
ished.
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esied fulfillment of redemption 
applied to every phase of human 
life and national existence. The 
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be so revolutionary that it will 
change every aspect of life on 
this planet. Christ will reign in 
righteousness. Disease will be 
arrested, death modified, war 
abolished, and nature changed. 
Mankind will live as it was origi-
nally intended. 
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words and writings of the late 
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