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It’s never too early to expose children to 
STEM topics, especially as they are learn-
ing how their hands work. Those hands 
might one day create software code, build 
a robot or create a circuit. Until then, the 
list of books below will help expose them to 
the fascinating worlds of science, technolo-
gy, engineering and math (STEM). 

• “Baby Loves Structural Engineering!” 
by Ruth Spiro, illustrated 
by Irene Chan

Architecture is the 
perfect marriage of 
engineering and art — a 
building should be both 
as beautiful and sturdy as 
possible. Using toy blocks 
and comparing them to 
famous real-world build-
ings, this clever board 
book introduces babies 
and toddlers to archi-
tectural structures and 
construction. Who knows 
what kind of block towers 
they’ll come up with after 

reading?
• “Big Ideas for Little Environmentalists: 

Restoration with Wangari Maathai” by 
Maureen McQuerry, illustrated by Robin 
Rosenthal

Trees are an essential part of the earth’s 
ecosystem. Wangari Maathai saw how 
Kenya’s tree loss affected the environment, 
animals and people and worked hard to re-
store her country’s tree population. Little 
children will love this story of one person 
making a difference through hard work 
and perseverance. What a great moral to a 
tragic situation.

• “Robots, Robots, Everywhere!” by Sue 
Fliess, illustrated by Bob Staake

This Book will satisfy your child’s fasci-
nation with robots. This book shows babies 
and toddlers how robots and machines 
are becoming a part of everyday life. Fun 
illustrations and rhymes make this a fun 
read-aloud opportunity for the family.

• “Bathtime Mathtime” by Danica McK-
ellar, illustrated by Alicia Padrón

Former television star and now math-
ematician Danica McKellar thinks it’s 
never too early to understand math. Bath 
time becomes a fun learning activity for 
counting and numbers. Dirty toes, rubber 
ducks and bubbles are a great way to give 
your kids a friendly and accessible intro-
duction to all that math has to offer.

• “High Chair Chemistry” by Jill Es-
baum and WonderLab Group

Babies and toddlers are naturally curi-
ous explorers, so why not nurture their 
love of learning with an interactive story 
time? Combining science and play, your 
toddler will get exposure to basic chemis-
try concepts with this fun book in the “Big 
Science for Tiny Tots” series. The tongue-
in-cheek humor of the dialogue will 
entertain caregivers, while messy baby 
photos will keep your babies and toddlers’ 
attention. Also check out “Bath Time 
Physics” for that post-meal clean up.

Happy reading with your baby or toddler 
— who knows, you might learn something 
too!

Julia Robison-Schultze abstracted this 
from Brightly; Raise Kids Who Love to 
Read, DevonCorneal, 2023

BABYREAD’S MISSION is to raise the literacy level 
in Oconee County by encouraging moms/caregivers to 
read daily to children from birth. This prepares children 
for success in school and in life. Readers read with 
moms/caregivers in person at town or school libraries. 
Questions? Contact Caren von Hippel, Ph.D., president, 
at babyread@charter.net or (864) 643-8083 or visit 
babyread.org.

Dear Annie: My mother gave up my 
half-sister at birth. I became close to my 
sister and her family beginning in my 30s 
when she found me. I’m almost 60 now. Her 
family was not fond of my mother, and my 
sister wanted to distance herself to follow 
her adoptive parents’ wishes. 

My sister passed away at a young age 
from cancer, as did her beloved father the 
year before. I helped plan my sister’s funer-
al with my brother-in-law. My brother-in-

law and my sister’s broth-
er, also adopted, mentioned 
their displeasure with my 
mother for some things she 
did and said at the hospital. 
I thought pushing the idea 
of finding birth parents at 
the hospital was very in-
sensitive at the time. They 
were offended by her.

I asked my mother to be 
cautious at the funeral to 
not offend them because 
they were in a sensitive 
state after the loss of their 
sister and wife. They also 
don’t have the same view 

of adoption as my mother does. My sister 
and her brother had recently lost both 
parents, and her wishes were always to help 
her brother get through this loss. 

My mother said how dare I mention it, 
that I’m a know-it-all and to have a nice life. 
I told her I was sorry to hurt her feelings 
but wanted things to be comfortable for the 
husband, brother and rest of the family.

My mother has not talked to me in eight 
months, nor has she shown interest in any 
holidays or my kids’ events. I think she 
should’ve understood the sticky situation at 
the services and come for a visit afterward, 
but there’s been no contact. Am I wrong? 

— Torn but Thinking I Did the Right 
Thing 

Dear Torn: You did the right thing. In a 
sensitive situation, you acted as any good 
sibling would, trying to bring peace to those 
who were grieving and honoring your late 
sister. I am surprised your mother respond-
ed as she did, whether that be out of grief, 
anger or some other emotion. 

It sounds like you’ve tried to smooth 
things over with her since the service with 
no reciprocation. Until she is willing to 
come around and acknowledge that her 
reaction was not appropriate, there’s not 
much more you can do besides keep the 
lines of communication open.

Dear Annie: What’s the proper way 
to deal with people who talk too much? If 
I encounter someone like that, I politely 
listen and avoid that person as much as 
possible in the future. My mother-in-law 
is my dilemma. She is a lovely person but 
quite rude in this respect. I would chalk it 
up to maladies that frequently occur in old 
age, but my husband has informed me that 
she has always been this way. 

I feel terrible that she is very isolated, 
possibly because of this unfortunate trait. I 
also would never want her or my husband 
to have hurt feelings because I avoid the 
monologue visits quite often. Is there any 
kind way to go about this, for her and us? 

— Loving but Weary Daughter-in-Law 
Dear Weary Daughter-in-Law: Avoid-

ing chatty strangers and co-workers is 
easier than dodging your mother-in-law. 
She sounds lonely and seems slightly oblivi-
ous to the real annoyance it causes to those 
around her. 

At the end of the day, she’s family, so 
indulge her — within reason. Be polite but 
remember it’s OK to shut down conversa-
tions early or redirect the conversation.

SEND YOUR questions for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

Question: What’s the standard used 
to give advice to those struggling with 
life, and what modern era has impact-
ed the culture most significantly for 
the bad? 

— A.C.
Answer: The My Answer column 

has appeared in newspapers for de-
cades and while the answers include 

illustrations from 
every imaginable 
human experience, 
the answers are from 
God’s Word — the 
Bible. Every problem 
known to mankind 
has a spiritual origin. 
Though cultures dif-
fer and times change, 
the Word of God 
stands forever as an 
unchanging source 
of answers that 
span from questions 
about God, personal 
relationships, job 

frustrations, the universe, conflict, 
and joy.

The shattering of traditional values 
has had a profound negative effect on 
the human race. Those who grew up 
in the 1960s in America were told by 
the media, the rock music culture, and 
their peers, that the values held by 
their parents and grandparents were 
old-fashioned. They threw off what 
they regarded as encumbrances in 
favor of experimental lifestyles. There 
was widespread cultural support for 
their ideas and behavior. Society has 
created pastimes chock-full of pop cul-
ture and is being choked by wild and 
rank weeds in a moral wasteland.

Rolling Stone magazine once pub-
lished a survey revealing that those 
who bought into the ’60s counter-
culture mentality later developed 
problems communicating to their own 
children the necessity of the values 
they rejected (to their grief). The 
article claimed that this led the flower 
children of that era to “embrace psy-
chiatry as something to be relied on.”

The human conscience is often 
beyond the grasp of psychiatrists. 
Humans are helpless to detach them-
selves from the guilt of a heart heavy 
with the weight of sin. But where 
humans have failed, God has suc-
ceeded. God’s power will help us “lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which 
so easily ensnares us … looking unto 
Jesus” (Hebrews 12:1–2).

REV. BILLY GRAHAM’S informative approach 
to his beliefs and his respectful examination of the 
beliefs of others have kept his nondenominational 
Q&A column at the forefront of religious discourse 
for more than 60 years.
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