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If you’ve gotten excited about a toddler’s exuber-
ant “woof!” when they spot a dog, you’re not alone. 
Connecting with toddlers using animal sounds helps 
with early language development. There is almost an 
obsession to get babies and toddlers to say “moo” or 
“baa!” 

According to the American Speech-Language-Hear-
ing Association (ASHA), babies start babbling around 
4-6 months old, saying consonant-vowel sounds like 

“ma” or “um,” and then strings of 
syllables like “babababa!”

Animal sounds bridge babbling 
and actual words for toddlers. Many 
animal sounds are easier to say than 
animal names. For example, “baa” is 
easier to sound than “sh” in “sheep.” 

As babies grow into toddlers and 
preschoolers, activities like games, 
songs and books with animal sounds 
help them hear, imitate and play 
with sounds in spoken language. 
This skill set, phonological aware-
ness, is critical for learning to read 
and write.

Language is learned by recog-
nizing, mimicking and attaching 

meaning to sounds. Social interaction exposes babies 
and toddlers to spoken language and is one way this 
development happens. 

Animal noises are one of many sounds that help 
kids develop language skills. Toys, books and con-
versations about animals put their language skills to 
work. Language interaction means more exposure 
and practice for children, so having this shared expe-
rience with caregivers, parents and other children is 
key.

Words assigned to animal sounds vary across 
languages, because they’ve been filtered through 
each language’s characteristics and rules. According 
to linguist Arika Okrent, in Japanese, /kw/ sounds 
are not found, so ducks don’t say “quack,” but rather 
“ga ga.” Okrent also points out that animal sounds 
use a language’s standard features. So, with all the 
rolling R’s of their human counterparts, French pigs 
say, “groin-groin.” All of this suggests that animal 
sounds in each language are tailored to support 
speech development in that language.

Animal sounds reflect familiar experiences in cul-
ture, too. Derek Abbott of the University of Adelaide 
in Australia created a fascinating spreadsheet on an-
imal-related utterances in different languages. You’ll 
notice only one moose sound — “bröl” in Swedish — 
because Sweden is where a child is most likely to spot 
a moose strolling around.

Children’s toys, songs and books often highlight 
farm animals as stars. Reading farm animal noise 
books together is an excellent way to support baby 
and toddler’s language learning. 

Check out these farm animal noise books to start 
your journey mooing, quacking and baaing with your 
babies and toddlers!

https://www.readbrightly.com/
books/9780679809012/open-the-barn-door-find-a-cow-
by-christopher-santoro/

https://www.readbrightly.com/
books/9780593430569/peek-inside-the-farm-by-becky-
davies-illustrated-by-fhiona-galloway/

https://www.readbrightly.com/
books/9780399256011/the-very-busy-spider-by-eric-
carle-illustrated-by-eric-carle/

https://www.readbrightly.com/
books/9780763675899/can-you-say-it-too-quack-quack-
by-illustrated-by-sebastien-braun/

https://www.readbrightly.com/
books/9780593378724/hello-world-on-the-farm-by-jill-
mcdonald/

Abstracted by Julia Robison-Schultze, a BabyRead 
volunteer, from “Brightly: Raise Kids Who Love to 
Read” by Lindsay Barrett, Penguin Random House. 

BABYREAD’S MISSION is to raise the literacy level in Oconee 
County by encouraging moms/caregivers to read daily to children 
from birth. This prepares children for success in school and in life. 
Readers read with moms/caregivers in person at town or school 
libraries. We have a COVID option. Questions? Contact Caren von 
Hippel, Ph.D., president, at babyread@charter.net or (864) 643-
8083 or visit babyread.org.

Our kids have had such a 
fun summer so far this year! 
As I mentioned in a previous 
article, our little ones went 
off to enjoy an activity-filled 
week at Camp Chatuga. I have 
heard delightful stories of 
friendships made, how much 
they loved their camp coun-

selors and all 
the new skills 
they learned at 
camp. Thank 
you again to 
everyone at 
Camp Chatuga 
for sponsoring 
our kids every 
year and help-
ing them have 
these wonderful 
experiences. 

Since my last 
article, we also 
welcomed three 
new incredibly 
special kids to 

our campus. The three kiddos 
are siblings and an absolute 
joy to have! I stayed with the 
boys last weekend, and we 
went out to Oasis Ranch Mini 
Golf here in Seneca. What 
a beautiful course! We had 
a blast, with some friendly 
competition, but also a ton of 
encouragement to each other. 
I know I nearly lost my voice 
screaming every time one of 
the boys made an incredible 
trick shot and sunk the ball 
with just two swings. The boys 
also loved feeding the huge koi 
fish in the ponds. 

During my stay with the 
boys, we went out to our 
playground to get some energy 
out. I sat at our picnic table, 
and one of our youngest came 
up red-faced and breathing 
hard after a big race with 
the other boys and said, “I’m 
starving thirsty!” The house 
moms and I laughed so hard 
at his brilliant wording. We 
got him some water, then we 
sat and went through every 
one of his Hot Wheels cars. 
These moments mean so much 
to me! Kids say the darnedest 
things and I love when they 
tell me about their days or 
their favorite toys, because I 
know it means they feel safe 
and secure enough to be a kid 
and not worry about situations 
they may have come from. 
Thank you to everyone who 
supports Collins Home in any 
way! We are all so grateful for 
you!

Our thrift store is having 
a giveaway to all in need of 
clothing! It will happen at Col-
lins Closet from 8-10 a.m. July 
29. If you have any questions, 
please give our office a call at 
(864) 882-0893. 

CHRISTINA RODRIGUEZ is the office 
manager. She is the pleasant voice 
you hear when you call Collins Home. 
She wears many hats, from taking 
donations by phone or keeping track of 
the RSVPs for our fundraising events. 
(Just to name a few of the many roles). 
Ultimately, she keeps the office running 
smoothly. 

Question: The lines of truth are 
not clear any more. The church once 
preached that there is only one way 
to God, but because this doesn’t fit 
in with popular belief (that we can 
all have our own truth), the lines 
are very gray. Has the church been 
enlightened, thereby broadening 
the way to salvation? 

— G.T.
Answer: There 

are many today 
not old enough to 
remember July 20, 
1969. On that his-
toric day, American 
astronauts aston-
ished the world with 
their spectacularly 
successful first visit 
to the moon. They 
were able to succeed 
because they steered 
the Apollo 11 craft 
along a very narrow 
trajectory through 

space. No deviation was permitted, 
and flight corrections were made 
periodically throughout the historic 
voyage.

Now suppose the NASA control 
center in Houston had received 
word from Apollo 11 that the 
astronauts were off course and 
had replied, “Oh, that’s all right. A 
number of roads lead to the moon. 
Just keep on the way you are going.” 
We know they would have kept 
going — but they never would have 
come back.

People don’t like the word narrow, 
but Jesus clearly said there are two 
roads to the future for all of us: the 
broad way that leads to destruction 
and Hell; but the narrow way leads 
to Heaven, and few find it. Every 
person needs to answer this ques-
tion: Which road are you on?

God’s people are transformed — 
set apart — to be witnesses to the 
Light of the world, Jesus Christ. 
This is still the age of grace. God’s 
offer of forgiveness and a new life 
still stands. However, the door will 
one day be closed. Someday it will 
be too late. This is why the Bible 
continually warns and challenges, 
“Now is the accepted time [of salva-
tion]” (2 Corinthians 6:2).

(This column is based on the words 
and writings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.) 

REV. BILLY GRAHAM’S informative approach 
to his beliefs and his respectful examination 
of the beliefs of others have kept his nonde-
nominational Q&A column at the forefront of 
religious discourse for more than 60 years.

MY 
ANSWER  |
 
BILLY 
GRAHAM

BABY 
READ |
 
CAREN
VON HIPPEL

COLLINS 
HOME |

CHRISTINA
RODRIGUEZ

SATURDAY, JULY 15, 2023  THE JOURNAL   B3

 | PAGE LABEL ODD |  

 | COMICS/COLUMNISTS |  

Why we teach babies 
animal sounds

Non Sequitur

Wumo

Luann

Bizarro

Cornered

The Flying McCoys

In The Bleachers

Shoe

Thatababy

 |     CROSSWORD ANSWERS |

Kids say the 
darnedest things 

God’s people 
are transformed

The Wizard of Id

If you’ve gotten excited about a toddler’s exuber-
ant “woof!” when they spot a dog, you’re not alone. 
Connecting with toddlers using animal sounds helps 
with early language development. There is almost an 
obsession to get babies and toddlers to say “moo” or 
“baa!” 

According to the American Speech-Language-Hear-
ing Association (ASHA), babies start babbling around 
4-6 months old, saying consonant-vowel sounds like 

“ma” or “um,” and then strings of 
syllables like “babababa!”

Animal sounds bridge babbling 
and actual words for toddlers. Many 
animal sounds are easier to say than 
animal names. For example, “baa” is 
easier to sound than “sh” in “sheep.” 

As babies grow into toddlers and 
preschoolers, activities like games, 
songs and books with animal sounds 
help them hear, imitate and play 
with sounds in spoken language. 
This skill set, phonological aware-
ness, is critical for learning to read 
and write.

Language is learned by recog-
nizing, mimicking and attaching 

meaning to sounds. Social interaction exposes babies 
and toddlers to spoken language and is one way this 
development happens. 

Animal noises are one of many sounds that help 
kids develop language skills. Toys, books and con-
versations about animals put their language skills to 
work. Language interaction means more exposure 
and practice for children, so having this shared expe-
rience with caregivers, parents and other children is 
key.

Words assigned to animal sounds vary across 
languages, because they’ve been filtered through 
each language’s characteristics and rules. According 
to linguist Arika Okrent, in Japanese, /kw/ sounds 
are not found, so ducks don’t say “quack,” but rather 
“ga ga.” Okrent also points out that animal sounds 
use a language’s standard features. So, with all the 
rolling R’s of their human counterparts, French pigs 
say, “groin-groin.” All of this suggests that animal 
sounds in each language are tailored to support 
speech development in that language.

Animal sounds reflect familiar experiences in cul-
ture, too. Derek Abbott of the University of Adelaide 
in Australia created a fascinating spreadsheet on an-
imal-related utterances in different languages. You’ll 
notice only one moose sound — “bröl” in Swedish — 
because Sweden is where a child is most likely to spot 
a moose strolling around.

Children’s toys, songs and books often highlight 
farm animals as stars. Reading farm animal noise 
books together is an excellent way to support baby 
and toddler’s language learning. 

Check out these farm animal noise books to start 
your journey mooing, quacking and baaing with your 
babies and toddlers!

https://www.readbrightly.com/
books/9780679809012/open-the-barn-door-find-a-cow-
by-christopher-santoro/

https://www.readbrightly.com/
books/9780593430569/peek-inside-the-farm-by-becky-
davies-illustrated-by-fhiona-galloway/

https://www.readbrightly.com/
books/9780399256011/the-very-busy-spider-by-eric-
carle-illustrated-by-eric-carle/

https://www.readbrightly.com/
books/9780763675899/can-you-say-it-too-quack-quack-
by-illustrated-by-sebastien-braun/

https://www.readbrightly.com/
books/9780593378724/hello-world-on-the-farm-by-jill-
mcdonald/

Abstracted by Julia Robison-Schultze, a BabyRead 
volunteer, from “Brightly: Raise Kids Who Love to 
Read” by Lindsay Barrett, Penguin Random House. 

BABYREAD’S MISSION is to raise the literacy level in Oconee 
County by encouraging moms/caregivers to read daily to children 
from birth. This prepares children for success in school and in life. 
Readers read with moms/caregivers in person at town or school 
libraries. We have a COVID option. Questions? Contact Caren von 
Hippel, Ph.D., president, at babyread@charter.net or (864) 643-
8083 or visit babyread.org.

Our kids have had such a 
fun summer so far this year! 
As I mentioned in a previous 
article, our little ones went 
off to enjoy an activity-filled 
week at Camp Chatuga. I have 
heard delightful stories of 
friendships made, how much 
they loved their camp coun-

selors and all 
the new skills 
they learned at 
camp. Thank 
you again to 
everyone at 
Camp Chatuga 
for sponsoring 
our kids every 
year and help-
ing them have 
these wonderful 
experiences. 

Since my last 
article, we also 
welcomed three 
new incredibly 
special kids to 

our campus. The three kiddos 
are siblings and an absolute 
joy to have! I stayed with the 
boys last weekend, and we 
went out to Oasis Ranch Mini 
Golf here in Seneca. What 
a beautiful course! We had 
a blast, with some friendly 
competition, but also a ton of 
encouragement to each other. 
I know I nearly lost my voice 
screaming every time one of 
the boys made an incredible 
trick shot and sunk the ball 
with just two swings. The boys 
also loved feeding the huge koi 
fish in the ponds. 

During my stay with the 
boys, we went out to our 
playground to get some energy 
out. I sat at our picnic table, 
and one of our youngest came 
up red-faced and breathing 
hard after a big race with 
the other boys and said, “I’m 
starving thirsty!” The house 
moms and I laughed so hard 
at his brilliant wording. We 
got him some water, then we 
sat and went through every 
one of his Hot Wheels cars. 
These moments mean so much 
to me! Kids say the darnedest 
things and I love when they 
tell me about their days or 
their favorite toys, because I 
know it means they feel safe 
and secure enough to be a kid 
and not worry about situations 
they may have come from. 
Thank you to everyone who 
supports Collins Home in any 
way! We are all so grateful for 
you!

Our thrift store is having 
a giveaway to all in need of 
clothing! It will happen at Col-
lins Closet from 8-10 a.m. July 
29. If you have any questions, 
please give our office a call at 
(864) 882-0893. 

CHRISTINA RODRIGUEZ is the office 
manager. She is the pleasant voice 
you hear when you call Collins Home. 
She wears many hats, from taking 
donations by phone or keeping track of 
the RSVPs for our fundraising events. 
(Just to name a few of the many roles). 
Ultimately, she keeps the office running 
smoothly. 

Question: The lines of truth are 
not clear any more. The church once 
preached that there is only one way 
to God, but because this doesn’t fit 
in with popular belief (that we can 
all have our own truth), the lines 
are very gray. Has the church been 
enlightened, thereby broadening 
the way to salvation? 

— G.T.
Answer: There 

are many today 
not old enough to 
remember July 20, 
1969. On that his-
toric day, American 
astronauts aston-
ished the world with 
their spectacularly 
successful first visit 
to the moon. They 
were able to succeed 
because they steered 
the Apollo 11 craft 
along a very narrow 
trajectory through 

space. No deviation was permitted, 
and flight corrections were made 
periodically throughout the historic 
voyage.

Now suppose the NASA control 
center in Houston had received 
word from Apollo 11 that the 
astronauts were off course and 
had replied, “Oh, that’s all right. A 
number of roads lead to the moon. 
Just keep on the way you are going.” 
We know they would have kept 
going — but they never would have 
come back.

People don’t like the word narrow, 
but Jesus clearly said there are two 
roads to the future for all of us: the 
broad way that leads to destruction 
and Hell; but the narrow way leads 
to Heaven, and few find it. Every 
person needs to answer this ques-
tion: Which road are you on?

God’s people are transformed — 
set apart — to be witnesses to the 
Light of the world, Jesus Christ. 
This is still the age of grace. God’s 
offer of forgiveness and a new life 
still stands. However, the door will 
one day be closed. Someday it will 
be too late. This is why the Bible 
continually warns and challenges, 
“Now is the accepted time [of salva-
tion]” (2 Corinthians 6:2).

(This column is based on the words 
and writings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.) 

REV. BILLY GRAHAM’S informative approach 
to his beliefs and his respectful examination 
of the beliefs of others have kept his nonde-
nominational Q&A column at the forefront of 
religious discourse for more than 60 years.

MY 
ANSWER  |
 
BILLY 
GRAHAM

BABY 
READ |
 
CAREN
VON HIPPEL

COLLINS 
HOME |

CHRISTINA
RODRIGUEZ

SATURDAY, JULY 15, 2023  THE JOURNAL   B3

 | PAGE LABEL ODD |  

 | COMICS/COLUMNISTS |  

Why we teach babies 
animal sounds

Non Sequitur

Wumo

Luann

Bizarro

Cornered

The Flying McCoys

In The Bleachers

Shoe

Thatababy

 |     CROSSWORD ANSWERS |

Kids say the 
darnedest things 

God’s people 
are transformed

The Wizard of Id

If you’ve gotten excited about a toddler’s exuber-
ant “woof!” when they spot a dog, you’re not alone. 
Connecting with toddlers using animal sounds helps 
with early language development. There is almost an 
obsession to get babies and toddlers to say “moo” or 
“baa!” 

According to the American Speech-Language-Hear-
ing Association (ASHA), babies start babbling around 
4-6 months old, saying consonant-vowel sounds like 

“ma” or “um,” and then strings of 
syllables like “babababa!”

Animal sounds bridge babbling 
and actual words for toddlers. Many 
animal sounds are easier to say than 
animal names. For example, “baa” is 
easier to sound than “sh” in “sheep.” 

As babies grow into toddlers and 
preschoolers, activities like games, 
songs and books with animal sounds 
help them hear, imitate and play 
with sounds in spoken language. 
This skill set, phonological aware-
ness, is critical for learning to read 
and write.

Language is learned by recog-
nizing, mimicking and attaching 

meaning to sounds. Social interaction exposes babies 
and toddlers to spoken language and is one way this 
development happens. 

Animal noises are one of many sounds that help 
kids develop language skills. Toys, books and con-
versations about animals put their language skills to 
work. Language interaction means more exposure 
and practice for children, so having this shared expe-
rience with caregivers, parents and other children is 
key.

Words assigned to animal sounds vary across 
languages, because they’ve been filtered through 
each language’s characteristics and rules. According 
to linguist Arika Okrent, in Japanese, /kw/ sounds 
are not found, so ducks don’t say “quack,” but rather 
“ga ga.” Okrent also points out that animal sounds 
use a language’s standard features. So, with all the 
rolling R’s of their human counterparts, French pigs 
say, “groin-groin.” All of this suggests that animal 
sounds in each language are tailored to support 
speech development in that language.

Animal sounds reflect familiar experiences in cul-
ture, too. Derek Abbott of the University of Adelaide 
in Australia created a fascinating spreadsheet on an-
imal-related utterances in different languages. You’ll 
notice only one moose sound — “bröl” in Swedish — 
because Sweden is where a child is most likely to spot 
a moose strolling around.

Children’s toys, songs and books often highlight 
farm animals as stars. Reading farm animal noise 
books together is an excellent way to support baby 
and toddler’s language learning. 

Check out these farm animal noise books to start 
your journey mooing, quacking and baaing with your 
babies and toddlers!

https://www.readbrightly.com/
books/9780679809012/open-the-barn-door-find-a-cow-
by-christopher-santoro/

https://www.readbrightly.com/
books/9780593430569/peek-inside-the-farm-by-becky-
davies-illustrated-by-fhiona-galloway/

https://www.readbrightly.com/
books/9780399256011/the-very-busy-spider-by-eric-
carle-illustrated-by-eric-carle/

https://www.readbrightly.com/
books/9780763675899/can-you-say-it-too-quack-quack-
by-illustrated-by-sebastien-braun/

https://www.readbrightly.com/
books/9780593378724/hello-world-on-the-farm-by-jill-
mcdonald/

Abstracted by Julia Robison-Schultze, a BabyRead 
volunteer, from “Brightly: Raise Kids Who Love to 
Read” by Lindsay Barrett, Penguin Random House. 

BABYREAD’S MISSION is to raise the literacy level in Oconee 
County by encouraging moms/caregivers to read daily to children 
from birth. This prepares children for success in school and in life. 
Readers read with moms/caregivers in person at town or school 
libraries. We have a COVID option. Questions? Contact Caren von 
Hippel, Ph.D., president, at babyread@charter.net or (864) 643-
8083 or visit babyread.org.

Our kids have had such a 
fun summer so far this year! 
As I mentioned in a previous 
article, our little ones went 
off to enjoy an activity-filled 
week at Camp Chatuga. I have 
heard delightful stories of 
friendships made, how much 
they loved their camp coun-

selors and all 
the new skills 
they learned at 
camp. Thank 
you again to 
everyone at 
Camp Chatuga 
for sponsoring 
our kids every 
year and help-
ing them have 
these wonderful 
experiences. 

Since my last 
article, we also 
welcomed three 
new incredibly 
special kids to 

our campus. The three kiddos 
are siblings and an absolute 
joy to have! I stayed with the 
boys last weekend, and we 
went out to Oasis Ranch Mini 
Golf here in Seneca. What 
a beautiful course! We had 
a blast, with some friendly 
competition, but also a ton of 
encouragement to each other. 
I know I nearly lost my voice 
screaming every time one of 
the boys made an incredible 
trick shot and sunk the ball 
with just two swings. The boys 
also loved feeding the huge koi 
fish in the ponds. 

During my stay with the 
boys, we went out to our 
playground to get some energy 
out. I sat at our picnic table, 
and one of our youngest came 
up red-faced and breathing 
hard after a big race with 
the other boys and said, “I’m 
starving thirsty!” The house 
moms and I laughed so hard 
at his brilliant wording. We 
got him some water, then we 
sat and went through every 
one of his Hot Wheels cars. 
These moments mean so much 
to me! Kids say the darnedest 
things and I love when they 
tell me about their days or 
their favorite toys, because I 
know it means they feel safe 
and secure enough to be a kid 
and not worry about situations 
they may have come from. 
Thank you to everyone who 
supports Collins Home in any 
way! We are all so grateful for 
you!

Our thrift store is having 
a giveaway to all in need of 
clothing! It will happen at Col-
lins Closet from 8-10 a.m. July 
29. If you have any questions, 
please give our office a call at 
(864) 882-0893. 

CHRISTINA RODRIGUEZ is the office 
manager. She is the pleasant voice 
you hear when you call Collins Home. 
She wears many hats, from taking 
donations by phone or keeping track of 
the RSVPs for our fundraising events. 
(Just to name a few of the many roles). 
Ultimately, she keeps the office running 
smoothly. 

Question: The lines of truth are 
not clear any more. The church once 
preached that there is only one way 
to God, but because this doesn’t fit 
in with popular belief (that we can 
all have our own truth), the lines 
are very gray. Has the church been 
enlightened, thereby broadening 
the way to salvation? 

— G.T.
Answer: There 

are many today 
not old enough to 
remember July 20, 
1969. On that his-
toric day, American 
astronauts aston-
ished the world with 
their spectacularly 
successful first visit 
to the moon. They 
were able to succeed 
because they steered 
the Apollo 11 craft 
along a very narrow 
trajectory through 

space. No deviation was permitted, 
and flight corrections were made 
periodically throughout the historic 
voyage.

Now suppose the NASA control 
center in Houston had received 
word from Apollo 11 that the 
astronauts were off course and 
had replied, “Oh, that’s all right. A 
number of roads lead to the moon. 
Just keep on the way you are going.” 
We know they would have kept 
going — but they never would have 
come back.

People don’t like the word narrow, 
but Jesus clearly said there are two 
roads to the future for all of us: the 
broad way that leads to destruction 
and Hell; but the narrow way leads 
to Heaven, and few find it. Every 
person needs to answer this ques-
tion: Which road are you on?

God’s people are transformed — 
set apart — to be witnesses to the 
Light of the world, Jesus Christ. 
This is still the age of grace. God’s 
offer of forgiveness and a new life 
still stands. However, the door will 
one day be closed. Someday it will 
be too late. This is why the Bible 
continually warns and challenges, 
“Now is the accepted time [of salva-
tion]” (2 Corinthians 6:2).

(This column is based on the words 
and writings of the late Rev. Billy 
Graham.) 

REV. BILLY GRAHAM’S informative approach 
to his beliefs and his respectful examination 
of the beliefs of others have kept his nonde-
nominational Q&A column at the forefront of 
religious discourse for more than 60 years.

MY 
ANSWER  |
 
BILLY 
GRAHAM

BABY 
READ |
 
CAREN
VON HIPPEL

COLLINS 
HOME |

CHRISTINA
RODRIGUEZ


